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ROVAL ROMANCE ‘TOO HOT 





Big Demand for Exhibition Space 
AGONY. Expo Surprises Officials 


Enormous advance demand for 
geece and exhibits at New York 
World’s Fair is causing even veteran 
éxposition officials, accustomed to 
handling vast details wrapped up in 


| giant show of this nature, to rub 
| their eyes. 
i Unlike other fairs, when the 


majority of preliminary business had 
te be obtained by drumming up 
trade in the field, some executives 


| if charge of such bookings for the 


1939 show in N.Y. have been 
astounded at. the requests which 
already have poured in. Prospective 
firms seeking space in some _ in- 
stances virtually have waited in line 
outside the fair offices in the Em- 
pire State building: to make applica- 
tion 


One official is reported to have 
aiandoned thought of leaving New 
York to seek industrial firm entries 


Simply because many of those he 
@xpected to visit already are clamor- 
ing for preferred position right at 
his doorstep. 

“As the $27,829,500 bond sale cam- 
Paign got under way, Grover Whalen 
Signatured contract for architects to 
design the first. major structure of 
the exposition. This is the Theme 
building, to be erected at a cost of 
about $1,200,000, with present plans 
calling for its completion before the 
close of next year. 

‘Manhattan's big fair enters 

(Continued on. page 


If Zorine Wants to Be 
‘Sacrificed to ‘Sun God’ 
She Must Cover Up: 


Detroit, 
here 


the 


5O) 





Dec... 8. 
Rolice. censors have 
the alternative of 
Clothes or stop being 
the ‘Sun God.’ 

Officers gasped the other night as 
they watched an ‘ape’ bearing Miss 
Stacy in the nude around patrons’ 
tables at the Villa D nitery here 
After: warning Miss Stacy, the cen- 
S9rs also flung a little hint to her 
feeome assistants. 


donning more 


Nudist has stirred up gobs of con- | 


triversy, but the only outcome 
been hik ing of the gress. 


Levit Actors as Seles 
Dept. _Pepper- Uppers 


Three legit 


has 


actors, Richard Bond, 
Alexander Campbell and Joseph 
Cirtin, will make a four-weeks tour 
Of Johns-Manville sales conventions, 


Presenting three skits and six black- | 


SUts written around and emphasizing 


Sales problems of company. New 
York, Cleveland, New Orleans and 
Chic 120 are the towns. 
Complete technical 


staff and a 


Bortable Stage will be shipped also 
Ah industrial film made by Reed- 
Em: ms, -Ine.. is part of the Johns- 
anviile sales showmanship. Bond 


ali Diayed lead in this, 





Hearst’s Oakleys 


W. R. Hearst attended the 
premiere of ‘The Country Wife’ 
at Henry Miller’s theatre, N. Y., 
last week after. making up his 
mind at the last minute. Pub- 
lisher had five guests and used 
the tickets of the first string 
reviewers on his three metro- 
politan papers—Journal, Ameri- 
can and Mirror. 

Crities were assigned to other 
locations, not as advantageous, 
but they didn’t squawk. 














SOPHOMORE 
AS BOSS 


Nashville, Dec. 8. 

Casper B. Kuhn, Jr., youthful pro- 
gram: manager. of Station WSIX, 
knows how to kill two birds with 
one stone and does. A sophomore 
student at- Vanderbilt University, 
Kuhn sometimes .finds it a stiff job 
to do the studying his professors ex- 
pect of him and hold down a. fulil- 
time radio job. 





| 


sacrificed to| 


| will be 
4 Opens Christ 


| He goes on as 
current events broadcasts, reading 


to the public the Christian Science 

Monitor and also manages to get 
credit on this radio recital as col- 
lateral reading in a political science 


| course. 
given 
r . 4 | 
Zovine Yvonne Stacy, nudist dancer, | 


WSIX listeners may expect a pro- 
gram of mathematics or Latin 
| French any day now. 


ONE MAN STAFF HAS 
$100,000 GROSS YR. 





Dec. 8. 
not only prez of 
/WCBM here and v.p. of National 
Ass'n of Broadcasters, but he is sole 
member of his station‘s sales staff. 

WCBM is a local 100-watter, on 
full-time, and is member of Inter- 
City system. This year it is unoffi- 
Cially estimated that station's gross 
will top $100,000 on night time top 
rate of $100. 

Though, Elmer is 
tact for his station, he 
secretaries doing the 
work. And his station 
George Roeder. often 
wrinkles in business 
can slip away. 


Baltimore, 
John Elmer is 


sales’ 
has several 
small detail 
manager, 
out 
he 


sole cone- 


smooths 


end when 


Christmas Carol 
Title of the 


new Minsky’ 


show at the 
York, 


pening 
Oriental, New 
-Hot and Nude 


mas night (25), 


‘Re 


AIR SHOW HAS 


an announcer in| 








to Drink, So Niteries 


reels Bullish — One De- 
troit Indie Making Short, 
U Another—GB’s Reissue 
— Mrs. Simpson’s Native 
Balto Manse as Palisades 


Amus. Park Sideshow 














RADIO THEME SONGS 


That world-wide royal 


Boom — World’s News-'| 





London’s Mayfairites Driven | 


MEMPHIS NO 


romance | 


lis having its box-office reactions all | 


over the world, according to week- 
end dispatches. The public reaction, 
as interpreted via the newsreels, 
press and radio, also runs the gamut 


|; worried Mayfairites in London's 
West End niteries, which are doing 
a bullish biz, to a bid from the Pali- 
sades Amusement Park (N. Y.) to 
purchase Mrs. Wallis Warfield Simp- 
son’s home in Baltimore. 

The world press stimulated 


(Continued on page 27) 


in- 





Dix’s Salute to His Boss 





Richard Dix is laying plans for the 


; construction of a model village on 
his New Jersey tract, 77 acres at 
west terminus of George Washing- 





ton Bridge, not far from old Fort 
|Lee studios. Subdividers are plan- 
|ning and making ready the building 
j of homes and selling of lots. 

| Town will carry the name of Co- 
lumbia, a beau geste on Dix’s part 
toward his present employers. 





Lucky Panties 
Detroit, Dec. 8. 
The ‘lucky panties’ of Jean 
Dalrymple, secretary to Jose 
Iturbi, caused a tot of commo- 
tion here last week, and police 
failure to locate ‘em cost local 
sheets the prize art of the year. 
Miss Dalrymple, with 
pianist, while he conducted the 
Detroit Symph in 





here 


everal con- 


certs, reported theft of the 
panties, along with $160, a hat, 
some perfume and_ stockings, 
from her hotel room The 
secretary particularly rized 
the panties because he was 
wearing ‘em last April when 


she and Iturbi escaped death in 


a wrecked Pan-American Clip- 
per off Port of Spain, Trinidad 
Although Victoria Siwiec, 17, 
hotel maid, admitted taking the 
: stuff, Miss Dalrymple left for 
Rochester, N. Y., before filing 
charges, and Circuit court freed 
the maid because she is a juve- 


; 


nile. 


It ranges from feverish drinking by | 








N Y. Niteries Won't Be Greedy This 
New Year's; Mostly $10-$15 Double 





That’s One Way 


Paris, Dec. 1. 
Noel Coward’s pic ‘Scoundrel’ 
(Par) has puzzled Frenchmen 
so much they are going to have 
a public debate on it. 
Film will we shown at a 
Champs-Elysees house here, af- 


ter which spectators will tell 
other spectators what it is all 
about, 














MORE WORLD'S 
WORST 


Dec. 8. 
Memphis is apparently no longer 


Memphis, 

the world’s worst show town. 
‘Lily Pons will take it on the nose,’ 
the wise guys predicted, because she 


followed into Memphis the George 
White ‘Scandals, which grossed 
around $10,000 at the Orpheum 


| theatre the previous week in three 








i 





performances, and “The Great Waltz,’ 
which grossed a like amount in three 
performanees at the Auditorium 
Monday and Tuesday of last week. 

Not so, Lily. Four thousand 
customers turned out at $3.50 top to 
hear her Friday (4). Bad weather 
canceled a big airport reception 
planned for her and she trained to 
Memphis from St. Louis. Asked to 
visit the Memphis Academy of Aris 
which sponsored her concert, she 
said ‘No.’. Wanted to rest. She was 
given $3,000 outright by the acad- 
Last year academy brought 
Moore here on a small guar- 
with percentage. She walked 
vith $5,000 


MAGYAR DUELIST’S PIC 
COIN YEN FROM REELS 


emy. 
Grace 
antee. 
off v 


Franz Sarga, Hungary's marathon 
duelist, shoots it out or swing i 
mean saber when and if the money 
is placed on the line. That what 


U. S. newsreel executives have been 


told by their European represenia- 
tive Sarga demand big coin to 
have newsreel shots taken of his 
duels, but American film people have 
given the Hungarian, supposedly 
jueling in defense of ‘the honor of 
my wife and unborn bab: t} 

pol > £O-DY. 


Sarga, ha caped 


The challenger, 


uninjured to date in three duels. He 
shot it out with two adversaries and 
then tackled Elmer Losonczy re- 
serve army officer with saber ; 
the weapons The reservist was cul 
by Sarga’s saber befure the duel was 
halted, 


While again expecting the biggest 
and best, etc., which has been a sea- 


sonal enthusiasm for New Year’s 
eves these past few  post-repeal 
years, the niteries, cafes and hotels 
see a new high in holiday grosses 


with the dawn of 1937, but it will be 


achieved only through  sagacious 
handling and proper attack. 
Last year—when conditions like- 


wise were on the upbeat—the boni- 
faces knocked themselves off by be- 
coming greedy. The tariffs were 
scaled too high. Now the nitery 
hosts are committed to the idea of a 
more modest fixed charge, including 
supper, couvert, favors, mineral 


| waters, etc., and relying in the upped 
imbibing potentialities to more than 


equalize the situation. 

All the high-sealed spots of last 
season which went in for those $10, 
$12.50 and $15 per head rates are 


dropping cown to an average of $20 


a couple. 

None of the hotels 
despite the bally, sold out 
top scale. And even as recent as 
this past Election eve, with every- 
body expecting a bonanza, it was a 
washout, although, in this instance, 
the 9 p. m. stopgap for selling likker 
had much to do with it. 

Mass appeal places will be Scaled 
at. $7.50 a person, many 
ouple, and the class hostelries, per 
usual, will stagger their rates. ac- 

(Continued on page 50) 


Formerly Stripped of 
Power, Dallas’ Censor 
Now Anti-Siripping 


last winter, 
at the $15 





Dallas, Dec. 8 


During Centennial, city council 


‘tripped Ethel Randall, welfare di- 

rector and censor, of all authority 

and delegated axe to police chief 

who did use it. Miss Randall smoul- 

dered all-through fair because she 

was unable to crack down on nude 

lancers around § town. Now ihat 
censuor’s toga is back on her own 

shoulders, she vows 


immediate 
action. ° 
She 


clubs 


announced to 
and ballrooms that, 
over and 
stripped of power, 
strip dancers 


has all night 
since the 
no longer is 
there can 
prancing 


Pays $116 for One Ducat 
To Keep Props Working 


bail IS she 
be no 


more about, 


Pasadena, Cal., Dec. 8. 
Performance of ‘Rigoletto’ at the 
Civic Auditorium here was saved 
en M. A. Freemeon, New York 
ywoker, kicked in with $116 to pay 
taze hands who threatened to walk 
at second curtain unless paid off 
Anpeal to audience- for financial 
1id brought quick response from 
Freeman who said it was first time 
in long while he had enjoyed hime 
li o he didn’t propose to let @° 


{ mere $116 spoil his ev 


at $10 a> 


‘ning’s fun, - 
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Par’s Coast Exec Powwow Will Also 
Start Setting Next Year's Program 

















The Paramount production pow- 
wow, now to be held in January, 
will be one of the most representa- 
tive ever by this or any other com- 
pany, with all top executives of Par 


‘Idiot,’ All-Starrer 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Clark Gable will be the song-and- 




















Taharoff Picture Up to State Dent. : 


For Official 0.K.; International Kinks 





10 More Chans 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Under his new three-year contract 





—_ 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Warners, claiming to be first in the 
field with a Zaharoff pic, are being 
deluged with data on the mystery 
man of the munitions racket. Pres- 


, . an i Site ight,’ at 20th-Fox Warner Oland will d0| ently production is being held up 

1o attend, under plans. Wii Adolph tae 8 ee ere ee 10 more Charlie Chan whodunits. pending okay from Hays office, 
Zukor, chairman of the board, per- —s. Re he ae a Initialer will be ‘Charlie Chan at Glas tek Seeeed the thine ‘on te 
mamently on the Coast in charge of or rs planning ar i-Sta st) the Olympic Games.’ eel Deeakemenh. fuusie. tet the 
production, the eastern CoMtngEns for the tee baer ee Se SSN foreign angles should be cleared be« 
from the home is expected to in- fore item goes on the floor 

clude Barney Balaban, haie* Mons H , Wh H | i ho’s $1 000 00 Most of personalities involved are 
yay a R | tovig Y. ere $ at appens ’ 4 dead, Lloyd George being only im- 

y oD rliinam, vonn aiaDan, ° ‘ . 
wre ° rtant figure still in a position to 
‘rank Freeman, Lou Diamond and Wh S h K W Pl d po 

bie n L Griffis €n OCNNOZ KiSSes inter aygroun : make trouble. 

tant 4. Griffis. e ic > ms »rstandab 

On conclusion of the conference °F ° Pitt b h KEN MURRAY and OSWALD | With Eye to H wood PR siento gon nF gate - “ = 
to consider production and policies m In S$ urg “The Ken Murray and Oswald oninenp é ' al a rea 
not only for the balance of this sea- | shorts have played more return Zaharoff as smoothest super-gangster 





son but for another new season, 
Zukor will come east and in all prob- 
ability remain long enough to sit in for damages brought against him 
at one board meeting. While east | here by a local woman year and a 
this trip, the second since he took | half ago, Jimmy Durante sent Lou 
command of the studio, he will also | Clayton to town over week-end to 
have a more adequate opportunity | renew his bond for an appearance 
to confer with home office depart- |late next spring. A proposed $2,000 | 
ments, directors and allied interests. | settlement out of court was turned 
The large and representative group | down by the Schnozzola, who insists 
which will sit in on the January | upon seeing charges through. 
production discussions leaves for the Suit resulted during Durante’s last 
Coast immediately after New Year’s|p.a, here at Penn when, during his 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
Determined to defend $5,000 suit 








dates than any comedies turned out 
by this studio in the last five years,” 
said Sam Sax, Warner Bros. Vita- 
phone Studio. Starting the fourth | 
of series Dec. 9. 

Broadcasting “Laugh With Ken 
Murray” for Rinso-Lifebuoy, Coast- 
to-Coast Tuesdays, 8:30 P.M, EST) 
CBS—38th week. 








WARNERS NEWS | 





Hollywood will soon have a new 
winter playground, quite a change 
of locale from Paln Springs and 
Caliente. It is Sun’ Valley, Idaho, 
where a modern Alpine hotel repre- 
sents the expenditure of $1,000,000. 
On one side of the hotel there is an 





ice rink. On the other an open-air 


iswimming pool with warm Water, the | 


pool being protected from the wind | 
by glass. 
Sun Valley opens Dec. 21 and re- 


| gion of Honor. 


of all time. If America had given 
Al Capone a Congressional Medal of 
Honor instead of a one-way pass to 
Alcatraz, this country would have a 
parallel to what England did in 
knighting Sir Basil and France in 
making him a dignitary of the Le- 
Such a point of view, 
while oke for selling pic in Amere- 
ica, makes it a toughie for selling 
abroad. Way out may eventually be 
to get Lloyd George to Hollywood as 


ports reservations from socialites technical adviser, as me promise 
to attend the dinner to be given | act in which he went down into the | resident in all sections of the coun- not to make trouble w dn’t he 
Zukor Jan. 7, his birthday, in cele- | audience and exchanged crossfire ‘try. While the resort leans towards | With him. oe 
bration of 25 years in the picture | with patrons, he kissed plaintiff and | exclusiveness it is open to all holi- _Meanwhile studio is 1 ig time 
business. Production meeting im- | she charges action in public held her day seekers who can afford the till assured State Depart nt will ge 
mediately follows and may last two | up to ridicule. tariff. Number of Hollywoor well-|to bat for pic if foreign diplomats 
weeks. Remainder of this season’s 


Schnozzola has had case postponed 
program will be set up and key pic- | twice now, once while he was play- 
tures discussed for the beginning of | ing vaude in England and this time | 
the 1937-38 film year, together with | because of current engagement in 


possible approval of stories that are | ‘Red, Hot and Blue’ on Broadway. 

















} 


The Warner policy will. continue | 
to veer to the production of so-called | 
headline pictures, with future pro- 








knowns are among those making 
early bookings. 

Sun Valley’s backer is the Union 
Pacific, the idea being that of W. 


Averell Harriman, chairman of the 





put the finger on it. 





\CASTING “GONE WITH 





Originally the stulio conference | local attorney, Frank R. S. Kaplan, | stories inspired by matters of cur- resort’s ski club, which has A. D. 
was to have been held this week. | that the comic would come on to| rent public interest as can be found. (Al) Lindley, Minneapolis sports- 
Holman suggested it be put off until Pittsburgh immediately after his| On one headline production, based man, as president. Count Felix Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
after the Zukor dinner since eastern } Musical hit closes, on Black Legion asta be ia] Schaffgotsch, who scouted the spot, Katharine Brown, eastern rep for 
execs would be going out for that. troit, Columbia mp ‘on of Terror’ | 29d John E. P. Morgan a: other | Selznick-International, bh so far 
Ball R , 150 000 Te ut have Warne ‘soaceee’. officers. Board consists of Robert E. selected two Baltimor _and two 
That meeting betwees Pas visto | DAME Russe s $150,000 | We arines out ts ‘Black Legion’ for Pabst, “Milwaukee; "Alexander, H. | Washington girls as possibilities (or 
execs and those from the home of- “ general release Jan. 30. ‘ie ag ee Gal “Mi “ lis: se riety <ofew ~ od ev — 
fice which was to have been held Idea as Picture Money Other so-called page 1 pictures to| York; Richard Gale, inneapolis; | Wind,’ which David O. Selznick will 





this week has been postponed until 
after the Adolph Zukor Silver 
Jubilee dinner Jan. 7. 

Visiting contingent will get to- | 
gether with the studio crowd at oi 
Ambassador here instead of La 
Quinta on the desert as heretofore, 
to mull general production setup and 





. Asking price for DeBasil Ballet 
Russe for picture work is $150,000 
covering the entire troupe of over 
100 dancers. 
ages on this side, planes to the Coast 


executives on a deal. Time element 





in two weeks to dicker with film | 


be released in 1937 include ‘Marked 
| ‘Midnight Court,’ ‘Mountain Justice,’ 
| ‘Lords of the Land,’ dealing with 


| Baby,’ based on Dorothy Kilgallen’s 
world flight, and the ‘The Un- 
| crowned King,’ which has the late 








rn sharecr ers; ‘Fly Away, | 
S. Hurok, who nom | ee «y opp y 


| Roland Palmedo, New York; John K. 
Women,’ on vice trials in New York;| Howard, Boston; Earl D, Osborn, 


|New York; Glenn Lloyd, Chicago; 
Charles N. Proctor, Boston. 





Olympe Bradna, Raft 








produce. George Cukor, who wil! 
direct, leaves soon for A ta. to 
confer with Margaret \ hell 
author of the tome. 
Macon, Ga., Dec. 8. 
Katherine Brown of Selz 
ternational Pictures held 





cK-In« 
auditions 


i] Zahar its inspiration. | ° here today for the princip hare 
personnel. Business powwows to be enters into a contract promtnently Sir Basil Zaharoff as its inspiration | Teamed in Par’s ‘Souls’ ra a "“Seatanret ore = oe 
Jan. 8-10. as the attraction is booked so heav- with the Wind’ mi 
ily this season, and any shooting S ‘ i died iia » 
would have to’ be done within an MABEL STARK WITH CAT Holywood, Dee. 8, | a Several Mours were given to th 
STUDIO EXECS EAST allotted time or else. DeBasil him- Olympe Ap +? « 


FOR CANTOR HUDDLE | #22»~ees. 
Sam Goldwyn is reported inter- 
ested, especially for his forthcom- 
Hollywood, Dee. 8. ing ‘Goldwyn Follies’ for which 
David Butler, who directs Eddie | George and Ira Gershwin will do 
Cantor in ‘Saratoga Chips’ at 20th-| ‘he music. Of the classic reper- 








self is against any extended stay in | 


ACT IN ‘CIRCUS QUEEN’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Mabe! Stark will play title role in 
‘Circus Queen’ for General Pictures, 
and will handle a 16-tiger act under 








Bradna, 
| dienne, has been 
George Raft in 
Paramount, 
Originally signed for her dancing 
ability, actress has had but two small 
parts previously in U. S. pix. She 
is third generation of European 


French come- 
spotted opposite 
‘Souls at Sea’ at 





tre with the assistance of the 
the group. 


staff of 


Spartanburg, S. C.. Dec. 8. 
Twenty-five persons were inter- 
viewed in Charleston, S. C., and area 
in try-out series for ‘Gone With the 


: : ; ; : meg . Wind,’ on Selznick schedule for pro- 
Fox, Associate Producer Laurence a. ae haa eae Fe the big top. Production starts in| show folks. duction soon. Katherine Brown, 
Schwab and Leonard Praskins, script- cussed as a likely picture flash January. ‘ Doyl eastern Selznick representative, her 
er, will go to New York this week | — General has ticketed Ray Doyle, 


to confer with the actor on the ae Sper Rae 36 EA. 


flicker. 
Damon Runyon and Irving Caesar 
wrote the unproduced play. 











Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
tentative 


Four More ‘Drummends’ 


Carrying a 





left Dec. 4 for London. 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Paramount has optioned four ad- 
ditional Bulldog Drummond stories, 
aH by H. C. (Sapper) McNeile and 
Gerard Fairlie. Titles are ‘The Re- 
turn of Bulldog Drummond,’ ‘The 
Final Count,’ ‘The Third Round’ and 
‘The Female of the Species.’ 

At same time Par has changed 
title of its current Drummond yarn 


later. 


versal last week. 





Potter Wafts ‘Wings’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


script of | 
‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ R. C. Sheriff | 
He'll do the 
chore for Metro and return here 


Author washed up his writing as- 
signment on “The Road Back’ at Uni- 


for many years with the Irving Thal- 
berg unit at Metro, to script ‘Night 


‘Goodbye’—And He’s Gone | Col, Tim McCoy is back in Holly- 


wood, his duties with the Ringling- 

| Barnum & Bailey circus ended for 
| the seaon. He rejoins outfit April 1 
for Madison Square Garden opening 
|in New York. While on Coast, Mc- 
| Coy will make a series of eight west- 
,erns for Imperial Pictures. 





SAILINGS 


Dec. 26 (New York to Cherbourg) 
Sol Lesser (Normandie), 

Dec. 12 (New York to Genoa) 
Ann Pritchard, Jack Lord (Rex). 

Dec. 12 (London to 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Muriel Babcock, 
Wallace Beery. 

S. N. Behrman. 
Melvyn Douglas. 
Kay English. 

Ed Gardner. 

Lou Golder. 
William Hawks. 
W. Ray Johnston. 
Walter Kane. 
Jack Lait. 

Abe Lastfogel. 
Marc Lawrence. 
Sol Lesser. 

Joe and Herman Mankiewicz. 
Robert McIntyre. 
Frank Nugent. 
Ed Price. 


secretary, Harriett Flagg, and Anton 
Brundsmann, New York s\age direc- 
tor, handled Charleston tryouts, con- 
ducted at a local hotel. 

From South Carolina party went to 
Atlanta for conference with auther- 
ess Margaret Mitchell. 


Deanna Durbin Talked 
For Phantom Opera’ Job 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
‘Phantom of the Opera’ has been 
taken off the shelf again at Uni- 
versal and Deanna Durbin probably 








New York) will get the role of the operatic sing- 
from ‘Bulldog Drummond Comes Henry C. Potter, on loanout to| Lowe. Bernoff and Wemsley (Cham- Wesley Ruggles. er. Casting problems heretofore held 
Back, to ‘Bulldog Drummond Universal from Samuel Goldwyn, plain). Lester Santly. up talker version of the property 
Escapes.’ Ray Milland will probably | Will direct ‘Wings Over Honolulu,’ Dec. 9 (New York to London) R. C. Sherriff. which was one of the biggies in si- 


continue to play the name role in 


an E. M. Asher production. 
the new series. 





Isabel Dawn and Boyce De Gaw | mrs. 


Cookie Fay, Natalie Wynn, Mr. and 


Spyros Skouras. 


lent days. 


Andre Geraud, Fred Bate, John Sloan. Studio considers picture a natural 
are scripting, with production start | Fred. Wilcox (Normandie). Jess Smith. for the singing ingenue who is be- 
in two weeks. Gloria Swanson. ing hoisted to stardom following her 

Don Gordon at Rep. Dec. 9 (London to New York) wa E 





Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Don Gordon has replaced Harry 
Salpeter as story editor at Republic. 
Formerly was in Paramount's read- | 
ing department. Salpeter resigned | 


MG Sets Writers 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 





recently. 
Terry Kellum has been upped to 


Richard Cromwell (Queen Mary). 
Dec. 5 (New York to Naples) Mr. 

and Mrs. Ken Roberts (Saturnia). 
Dec. 4 (New York to London) 





Waldo Salt and Catherine Turney, | Fred T. Birchall, Viscount Castlerosse | 


,recently signed to Metro writer con- | (Europa ). 


| tracts, have been assigned to the Joe | 
| Mankiewicz unit as collaborators. 


Nov. 27 (London to Capetown) Sir 
Alfred Butt (Athlone Castle), 


Spencer Tracy. 
John Tyrell. 
Richard Wallace. 
Fred Wilcox. 
John J. Wildberg. 


N. Y. to L. A. 








work in ‘Three Smart Girls.’ 





Conway Vice Wellman 
On ‘Star,’ Latter Ill 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
_Jack Conway is taking over the 

















See te ee 2” ee ae ole eee oe 


head the Republic sound depart- 
ment. Succeeds Harry Jones whe 
probably will join Radio Corp. of | 
America, 





Herman Bernie. 
Sam Briskin. 
Gertrude Michael. 
Stephen Pallos. 
Nat Perrin. 

H. C. Potter, 

Pat Powers. 


direction of Selznick-International’s 
‘A Star Is Born,’ while William 
Wellman battles the flu. 

Company loafed yesterday (Mone 
day). 


Pair turned in screenplay on ‘The | 
Girl From Trieste’ last week. | 


ARRIVALS | 


| Janet Riesenfeld, Mistinguett, Henri 
| Rust, N. Napoli, Evelyn Laye, Rob- | 
‘ert Harris, Ludwig Satz, Harriet | 
| Burke, Magda Sonja, Hans Feher, 

















U BORROWS BRUCE 





GARBO’S PUBLIC HIDEAWAY 





Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Greta, inhaling and exhaling after 
the ordeal of ‘Camille,’ has found a 
new hideaway to get away from it 
all. 
Palm Springs. 


| 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Virginia Bruce has been borrowed 
‘from Metro by Universal for lead 
opposite Kent Taylor in ‘Class 
Prophecy,’ Robert Presnell produc- 
j tion. 
Production starts tomorrow (Wed.) | 


Mr. and Mrs. Will H. Hays, David 
Spuhami, Julius Stegger, A. Algazy, 
Karl Laufkoetter, Molly Arden, 
Ethel Shutta, Raquel Rojas, Brachah 
Zfirah, Nachum Nardi, Dr. Herbert 
Graf, 


| J. Robert Rubin. 
Henri Rust. 

| Gradwell Sears. 

| Nicholas M. Schenck. 


Maj. Harry M. Warner. 
| Maj. John Zanft 


Rogers, Boyer Combo 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Ginger Rogers and Charlies Boyer 
will be co-starred in ‘Perfect Har- 





mony’ at RKO. . 
Philip Epstein is writing the script 
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THE BARD A 





Television on 


8-Foot Screen 





trasts with the customary home 
eight inches (even smaller in the 
Inventor John Baird talked to 


answered questions put to him. 





Television on a screen eight feet high and six feet six inches wide 
was demonstrated here Sunday (6) at the Dominion theatre. 


cony of the theatre from a television studio in the building. 


Definition of the expanded image is masked by dark vertical lines. 


London, Dec. 8. 


It con- 
television image of 10 inches by 
United States at present). 

newspapermen seated in the bal- 
He 








Mrs.Simpson News 


Break Caught All 


~ Newsreels Short 





Manner in which the Mrs. Simp- 
son story broke last week caught 
most U. S. newsreels bereft of timely 
material. English representatives or 
agents in England for the most part 
notified their N. Y. offices that there 
was no ‘Simpson’ material in their 
livraries because of a definite under- 
standing that all reels were not to 
cover in the past. However, with 
London newspapers giving the affair 
prominence near the close of last 
week, newsreelers indicated they 
would soon have some fresh footage. 

Majority of the news weeklies 
here gave it makeshift coverage al- 
‘though Fox Movietone located some 
views of Prince Edward and Mrs. 
Simpson, taken some nine months 
or more ago while vacationing to- 
gether at a seashore resort. 


“MARITIME STRIKE MAY 
SET BACK ‘HURRICANE’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Samuel Goldwyn is facing post- 
ponement for a year of his long- 
planned ‘Hurricane,’ With téchni- 
‘cians in South Sea Islands having 
made all preparations for coming of 
location crew, it is now impossible 
for Goldwyn to find crew and work- 
‘ers for his ship, due to maritime 
strike. 
_ Even if scab crew were to be en- 
Raged, it would not be possible to 
load complete ‘floating laboratory’ 
Which company is supposed te have 
on hand, as longshoremén won't 
Savvy any of it. End of January is 
deadline for departure, if ‘Hurricane’ 
company is to get Samoa weather 
called for in script. 


Francine Larrimore’s 
English Play, Then Pic 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Following retakes on ‘John 
Meade’s Woman,’ her debuting pic- 
ture for B. P. Schulberg, Francine 
Larrimore departs for England to do 
a stage play. 
x She'll return here to do another 
picture for Schulberg in late spring. 


Gloria Swanson’s Legit 
| Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


Gloria Swanson trained for New 
York over weekend to confer with 

















Theron Bamberger on the lead in| 


‘Lovers Meeting.’ 
Play, by Gladys Hurlbut, is being 


— for early Broadway produc- 
ion, 


‘Sky Bridge’ for Kath 


in Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Bridge in the Sky,’ original by 
Grace Horton, has been purchased 
by RKO. 

Studio is considering it as a Hep- 
burn starrer, 








Lee Kohlmars’ 35th Anni 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
_Lee Kohimars celebrated their 
35th wedding anniversary vesterday 
(Monday ), at: : 
Son, Fred, executive aid to Sam 
Goldwyn, feted the.n, 


‘sailed but ne' 


Cagney’s 2d for GN 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
‘Great Guy,’ Jimmy Cagney’s first 
|indie completed, Grand National, his 

producers, has decided to make a 
complete switch for his second, It 
lare scouring the town for a comedy 
| and almost went for ‘Little Johnny 
| Jones,’ namé-part of which George 
M. Cohan made famous, 

Execs finally decided that ‘Jones’ 
was too dated and no end of studio 
patching -could bring it up to Cag- 
ney. That threw the thing into the 
open again, with studio begging 
;name-writers for a peek at what 
they have. 


Civil Rights’ Test 
Suit Over Street 
Scene Shot in Pix! 











Supreme Court Justice Louis A. 
Valente was asked Saturday (5) to 
decide a point of law which will have 
considerable bearing upon the rights 
of film companies to exhibit im- 
promptu shots of crowds without the 
individual permission of those pho- 
tographed. 

The case involved is that of Harry 
Cook, 18, who is suing 20th Century- 
Fox for $50,000 and also seeks an in- 
juntion to stop the showing of 20th’s 
film, ‘15 Maiden Lane.’ The scene 
objected to was taken on the street 
outside of 15 Maiden lane. Cook is 
one of a crowd of pedestrians watch- 
ing the taking of the sequence. 
Through his father, as guardian, 
the boy complains that the showing 
of him in the film was eone without 
his permission and without proper 
compensation. 

The boy’s complaint states that ‘he 
was unwillingly made an actor in the 
film’ and that he was included ‘to 
add truth and thereby to enhance the 
value of the production.’ His attor- 
ney stated that while Cook only ap- 
pears in five feet of film, he was an 
integral part of the picture. 


MEINS QUITS ROACH 
AFTER POLICY CLASH 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Following a clash on production 
policies, Gus Meins resigned as a 
director at Hal Roach, job he has 
filled for nearly five years. 

Meins, while at Roach, directed 
number of Our Gang Comedies as 
well as two features starring Laure! 
and Hardy. 


Warner Baxter Set As 
WB ‘Man From Kimberly’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Warners borrowed Warner Baxter 
|from 20th-Fox for the title spot in 
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| country, has resulted in cancellation 
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Ostrers on Coast Awaiting 
Nick Schenck on Merger Deal 


— + Koni 
CROSBY, BURNS, PIGS Hollywood, Dec. 8 
oe Due to Nicholas M. Schenck being 
Arkansas Gov. Sends Hillbilly; held in New York, further con- 


Chaperon With Gifts to Stars 





Hollywood, Dee 8. 

Governor of Arkansas forgot what 
the Governor of North Carolina said 
to the Governor of South Carolina, 
consequently he sent two razorback 
pigs to Bob Burns and Bing Crosby 
under the chaperonage of one Jim 
Rose, a real hillbilly. 

Whole contingent was dead-headed 
on an airline as the Governor of 





Hollywood has passed up its option 
on William Shakespeare. 

Two major efforts enrolled the best 
production and acting talent which 
the film capital possesses, but now 
Shakespeare is on his own again. | 
He'll continue to do all right, no | 
doubt, with his job in the legit and | 
in public library circulation, but as a | 
Hollywood writer he just didn’t click. 

And whatever hesitancy there has | 
been about looking the facts (which | 
mean boxoffice returns) squarely in 
the face after the public’s reception 
of ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ and 
‘Romeo and Juliet,’ the lack of in- 
terest in ‘As You Like It,’ British- 
made and recently released in this 


of any plans for future Shakespeare 
an adaptations. 

The Shakespeare cycle is over al- 
most before it got around the first} 
curve. What started out to be the 
beginning of a new era of enlighten- 
ment at the studios and the propul- 
sion that was to fill the theatres with 
new audiences has ended on a note 
of disappointment. From the film 
exchanges in the key cities come 
smothered sobs of publicity boys who 
have talked themselves hoarse before 
women’s clubs, high school teachers 
and college alumni associations. The 
man who wrote ‘now is the winter 
of our discontent’ had the cold days 
and empty seats of 1936 in mind 
when he penned the immortal words. 

$1,000,000 Productions 

Shakespearean adherents cannot 
take the position that the films have 





+ scarcely given their favorite a good 


break. Never was effort expended 
more earnestly, more enthusiastically, 
with more generous financial back- 
ing. ‘Romeo and Juliet’ cost more 
than $1,000,000; ‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’ nearly reached that 
figure, and ‘As You Like It’ repre- 
sents a negative investment of 
$750,000. 

In silent and sound, 14 Shake- 
spearean plays have been made into 
47 individual productions. Some of 
them were rather punko, no doubt, 
but each was probably representative 
of the general average standard of 
production in the period in which it 
was made. 


| have been optioned 


Arkansas wanted speed. 

When Rose and the porkies arrived 
at the Paramount lot, Rose scratched 
his head and his porkies_ just 
scratched when a bevy of chorus 
beauts waltzed by. Rose has a 
round-trip ticket, but doesn’t want 
to go home. Bob Burns tossed a 
dinner for him just to show off a 
real hillbilly, 





Metro’s New Faces, 
71-Year-Old Actress 
And 3 N.Y. Ingenues 





Dame May Whitty has been signa- | 


tured by Metro and three others 


by the 
company. Mrs. Whitty, character 
actress, 71, will not report for work 
at Metro until next month, after she 
returns from a visit to her home in 
London, Deal was made direct via 
Al Altman, Eastern talent executive, 
after Hollywood okayed the screen 
test. 

Dean Janney, N. Y. model, has 
been placed under option by Metro 
and now is being groomed 
screen test. Adele Girard, a night 
club balladist from Philadelpiia, also 
has won a Metro option, Herman 
Bernie representing the singer. Same 
action was taken on Marsha F.andow, 
ingenue, 
film’ negotiations’ 5¥ Maynsr Morris. 

Hildegarde, radio songstress, also 
has been optioned by Metro, and 
will be given immediate. trsis.. Rep» 
resented by NBC and _ Walter 
Batchelor. 


‘GOLDEN WEST’ FOR 
MacDONALD AND EDDY 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Next at Metro for Jeannette Mac- 
Donald .and . Nelson. Eddy. .will . be 


same 














The record, recently compiled by 


‘The Girl of the Golden West.’ 


for a} 


who was represented in| 


the Federal Writers’ Project of the| Producer Wm. Anthony McGuire | 
WPA, follows: |is doing the adaptation, Sigmund 

‘Romeo and Juliet.’ made seven! Romberg writing tunes. 
times between 1908 and 1936; ‘A Mid- | _ 





ferences on the proposed alliance of 
Gaument-British, 20th Century-Fox 
and Metro will not begin until to- 
morrow (Wed.). Al Lichtman, 
sistant to Schenck, will join his boss 
in Chicago and come on to the Coast. 
Maurice Ostrer, delayed in his 
transcontinental plane trip, was 
scheduled to join his brother, Isi- 
dore, and. Joseph M. Schenck in 
Palm Springs. Isidore was in town 
last week but he only discussed pre- 
liminaries with Joe Schenck and 
Sidney R. Kent. Discussion consisted 
of an outline of the John Maxwell 
deal made by the Ostrers, in which 
the Ostrers sold Maxwell 3,000,000 
shares of G-B non-voting stock. No 
suggestion was made by Ostrer as to 
fitting Maxwell into the picture. 
| Joe Schenck said he was in the 
dark as to what proposition the Os- 
trers would make to reopen the 
original deal of last summer. He 
also professed no knowledge of the 
reports from London that Lord 
Beaverbrook and Maxwell would 
come into the proposition so as to 
overcome any British government 
opposish with respect to home con- 
trol of the company. 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Several picture firm execs in town 
over the weekend. Al Lichtman of 
| Metro came into town after a stop- 
| over in Columbus to discuss exhibi- 
|tor-exchange problems there and 
|joined Nick Schenck here for a 

jaunt to the Coast. 

Leo Spitz, president-of RKO, went 
| back to New York yesterday (Mon- 
| day) after a special visit to Chicago, 
| where he talked over the Orpheum 
| stockholders situation with attorneys 
| Aarons & Aarons. 


} 


as- 








London Sees Deal Set 
London, Dec. 8. 

| It looks from here .as, though the 
| Gaumont deal is now set to go, with 
| both the American faction, consisting 
(Continued on page 27) 
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summer Night’s Dream,’ four times 
between 1909 and 1935: ‘As You Like 
It,’ twice, 1910 and 1936; ‘Hamlet,’ six 
times between 1900 and 1915; ‘Mer- 
chant of Venice,’ five times between 
1901 and 1921; ‘Macbeth,’ four times 
between 1908 and 1916: ‘King Lear,’ 
three times between 1910 and 1915; 
‘The Tempest,’ three times between 
1910 and 1915; ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ 
three times between 1910 and 1929; 
‘Othello.’ three times between 1910 
and 1923; ‘Antony and Cleopatra,’ 
three times between 1910 and 1914; 





‘The Man From Kimberly,’ fiction 








narrative of the South African | 
diamond mines. 
Paul Muni and Ronald Colman 
previously wer2 mentioned for the 
role but both sidestepped. 
Gert Michael Better 
aie | 
Finally released from Doctor's 
hospital,-N. Y., on Monday (7). | 
Gertrude Michael expects to leave 
for the Coast by the end of the week. 
She has been laid up for more 
than a month, taking ill in New 
York while on a brief vacation be- 
tween pictu for RKO, to whom 
under contract. She was to have 


ver inade the trip. 


| 





| Bow! in hi 


‘Julius Caesar,’ twice, 1905, 1909,’ and 
‘Merry Wives of Windsor’ and 


‘Twelfth Night.’ each once, 1910. 
Probably the first Shakespearean 
production was the one-reel ‘King 
Lear,” made by Vitagrapi about 
1906. 

It was three vears ago when the 


Hollywood Festival Association in- 
vited Max Reinhardt to produce ‘A 
Mid Night’s Dream’ in 


most elaboraie al fresco 


ummer 


manner. 
table one 


inciuding a lovely ballet oi the fair 


The product on Wa a no- 


replete with int tions, 


actor named Mic} 

role of Puck. Ever; 

California flocked i 
(Continued on 


Gil Gabriel’s Quickie 
West on Par Pic: Chore 


Gilbert Gabriel planed to Holly- 
| wood last week and is due back to- 
| day (Wednesday). N. Y. American 
critic is working on ‘The Life and 
| Melodies of Victor Herbert. which 
Benjamin Glazer will produce for 
| Paramount, and they conferred on 
| the matter. 
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Report 3007, Improvement For 
Pix Into Italy But in Meantime 
American Filmers Still Stay Out 


Will H. Hays, head of the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors of 
America, Inc., returned from Europe 
Monday (7), highly optimistic about 
a ‘peace’ he had negotiated with the 
Italian government for recommence- 
ment of business between the 
countries. From official sources be- 
hind the scenes, however, it is 
learned that much remains to be 
settled and that there may yet be 
more trouble in Italy. 

When the official statement by 
Italy will be made (and it is about 
two weeks overdue now) it will state 
that the Americans will be permitted 
to export 24,000,000 lire per year 
(approximately $1,200,000), which 
means an increase of 300% over the 
terms laid down by Italy which 
caused the withdrawal of all U. S. 
business from that country. But how 
the money is to be divided among 
the various U. S. companies is not 
divulged in the announcement to be 
made. Instead the official govern- 
mental statement will merely state 
that the matter of division or sub- 
division is to be left in the hands of 
the Italian government. How this 
can possibly mean anything, except 
politics and manipulation in favor of 
one company against another, is the 
point. 

Although Hays was told the sub- 
stance of the agreement reached 
when in Rome he has said nothing 
about the terms, insisting that it is 
not in his province but that of the 


two 





Lastfogel in N. Y. 


Abe Lastfogel of the William 
|Morris office is due in New York 
today (Wednesday ). 

He wiil return to the Coast after 
the holidays. 











Italian government to make the an- | 
nouncement,. Meantime American} 
film firms are still staying out of the | 
market and making no attempts to| 
go in. Metro, as a matter of fact, 
has gone even farther. In spite of 
the fact of the alleged agreement 
Metro last week closed its dubbing 
plant in Rome as well as its offices 
and dropped some 30-odd people 
from its payroll in the territory. 
Metro’s Worry 
Metro’s attitude is taken from pre- 
vious items in the controversy. When 
the first 8,000,000 lire announcement 
was made, which started the trouble, 
Metro was told it could import six 
pictures into Italy but Columbia was 
permitted 11. Metro thus figures that 
now, with the figure tripled and the 
division in the hands of Italian of- 
ficials who consider Columbia a more 
important company, it (Metro) can’t 
possibly get the benefit of doubt and 
probably will have to face a constant | 
stream of arguments and difficulties. | 
Which, the company figures, isn’t | 
worth it. 
Another point to be made in the | 
official announcement to be issued | 
by Italy when that: country gets| 
around to it is that there is to be 
no limit on the numiber of American | 
importations. But there is a catch | 
in it, in that Luigi Freddi is in com- | 
plete charge of cinemas and the reg- | 
ulations for exhibitors are consid- | 
|erably tightened. In other words | 
(Continued on page 21) 
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|Inc., Edwin Loeb, attorney for the 


j Edwarc 


PROD.-WRITERS 


1-YEAR PACT 
SET FOR OK 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
With an agreement covering a 
seven-yeal 
of a contract to be entered into by 
the Motion Picture Producers Asso- 


ciation and the Screen Playwrights, 


former body, is preparing the docu- 


ment which will be ready for signa- 


ture this week. 
Pact will take the place of the cur- 


rent Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences’ document for 
those who are not members of that 


organization and who enter into em- 
ployment contracts with major pro- 
ducers. 

When completed, the contract will 
be submitted to respective commit- 
tees of the producers and SP for an 
okay. Following that it will be sent 
to each member for ratification. It 
is expected that ratification will be 
received by Jan. 1. 

About 100 writers will be covered 
by the agreement with about 10 pro- 
ducing companies accepting it as 
their official contract. 


Ohio Censors Hold 
Up U’s G-Man Short; 
Strong Biz in Chi 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 

‘You Can’t Get Away With It,’ 
| Universal short subject booked into 
| Warner’s Hipp Dec. 5, had to be 
pulled at last minute when Ohio 
| censors held up their okay on it. 
Film showing inside scenes of De- 
partment of Justice has had no cen- 
| sorship trouble previously. Board 
| would not give any official reason 
| for temporary ban, but a political 
angle is believed to be responsible. 

House ballyhooed it in advance on 
lobby posters, stressing the fact that 
J. Edgar Hoover was its chief actor. 
G-men’s head, as a matter of record, 
appears only in the prolog, making a 
brief talk. 











Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Special item, “You Can’t Get Away 
With It’ (U), Universal’s G-man 
three-reeler, has caught on around 
here not only in the loop but also 
in the nabes. 


(Cap) feature, and is 
booked solidly by Balaban & Katz, 
| Essaness and other circuits in town. 


DE SYLVA LEADS OFF 























Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

First producer assignment at Uni- 
versal for ‘B. G. DeSylva will be ‘Mr. 
Broadway. original filmusical by 
Maxwell Shane, Bill Thomas and 
Warren Wilson. 

DeSylva has also been assigned to 
| produce ‘Riviera’ and ‘Hippodrome.’ 


| 


| Ed Dubinsky’s New Tag 


Kansas City, Dec. 8. 








j 


|a 12-link chain of pic houses and a 
|K. C. resident for many years, asked 
a new tag and got it. 
ward B. Durwood. 

Asked why the rew billing, he 
| said that people in show biz would 
| understand, and besides he had the 
children to think about. 


It’s now Ed- 








Brown’s ‘Mutineer’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

| Harry Joe Brown is to produce 
| ‘The Mutineer’ as one of the year’s 
| biggest pictures for Warners. 

An all-star cast is being rounded 








} up for the sea story. _ 


period on the basic form | 





Broke money records at the indie 
State-Lake last week, getting almost 
$20,000 with ‘House Secrets,’ an indie 
now being 


WITH “MR. BROADWAY’ 


B. Dubinsky, manager of | 


the Jackson county circuit court for 


——— 


Loew Jos 20th and RKO in Xmas 


Bonuses; Schenck’s New Termer 





Walter Reade’s Saratoga 


Theatre for Television 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Dec. 8. 

A $100,000 fireproof theatre, 
equipped for television, will be 
erected in Saratoga Springs by the 
American Community Theatre Corp. 
if the City Council grants its petition 
for rezoning of property at Broad- 
way and Eustice street. 

Walter Reade, president of the cor- 
poration, and Attorney David Burke, 
last week asked the Council to place 
the property, adjacent to the Masonic 
Temple, in Zone D instead of Zone 





| 


+ 


Loew employees, earning $59 
weekly or under and who have been 
in the employ of the company for at 
least one year, are to receive two 
weeks’ salary as a Christmas bonus 
from the firm. This was announced 
by David Bernstein, v.p. and treas- 
urer of the company, at the annual 
meeting of shareholders Tuesday (8), 
at the Loew home offices. 

The shareholders approved the 
proposed 5-year general employment 
contract ending Dec. 31, 1941, with 
Nicholas M. Schenck, company presi- 
dent, by an overwhelming vote of 
970,414 shares against 4,248. This 





C. Reade said that work on the new 
| playhouse would start two weeks 
jafter the rezoning was effected. 

Public hearing on the petition was 
set for Dec. 17. 


WB HITS PEAK, 
11 PIX WORKING 


Hollywood, Dec.: 8. 
peak for the year is 








Production 


reached this week at Warners with | 


11 pictures in work. New features 
‘The Go-Getter,’ ‘Marked Woman’ 
and ‘Marry the Girl.’ 

Continuing in production are 
‘Love Begins,” ‘Her Husband’s Sec- 
retary, ‘The Stuttering Bishop,’ 
‘Slim,’ ‘Call It a Day,’ ‘King and the 
Chorus Girl’ and ‘Cherokee Strip.’ 

Studio has recalled Rosalind Mar- 
quis from the ‘Gold Diggers’ tour, to 
go in ‘Marked Woman,’ Bette Davis 
|starrer. Mildred Law, dancer 
| studio’s stock list, has been sent to 
| Indianapolis to replace Miss Marquis 
|in the ‘Diggers’ unit. 











| Pre-Thanksgiving 
| Week Was Theatres’ 
| Lowest; Now Better 


| The week before Thanksgiving this | 
| year, according to theatre operating | 


| figures, was the worst in 10 years 


or the picture business, one circuit 
alone taking a drop of as high as 
80% as compared with last year. 


In spite of the fact that the stand- 


away under normal expectations. 





$60,000 in the three days imme- 
diately preceding Turkey Day. but 


a very definite upturn and believed 
in both operating and distributing 
quarters that the pre-Christmas 


the week before Xmas, will be much 
better than last year. 


Operators note that already there 
is much spending jin stores. This 


is a definite swing from neighbor- 
hoods back to the first runs, is likely 
to rebound importantly to the bene- 
fit of the houses needing business the 
most between now and the Christmas 
holidays. 


The circuit that went off $60,000 in 
business the first three days be- 
fore Thanksgiving has immediately 
jumped ahead of last year’s level at 
this time. 








| Chi OK’s ‘Reunion’ 
| Chicago, Dec. 8. 
After some hesitation the local 
;censor board has finally cleared 
\“Reunion’ (20th), the Dionne quin- 
|tuplet flicker, with a white permit. 
|Had originally pinked the picture 
for adults enly. 

Adults only rating had been 
figured at first because of the amount 
of childbirth scenes and references. 





Col.’s Regional Sales Meet 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 


tures here is headed by Abe Monta- 
gue, Joe McConville, Rube Jackier 
and Lou Weinberg. 

Next Columbia regional will be in 
j New Orleans next week. 





starting are ‘Prince and the Pauper,’ | 


on | 


ard of picture product had been on | 
a par or better than in former years, | 
all the way from election up to the | 
Thanksgiving holiday, business was | 
One circuit of importance went off | 


with arrival of latter there has been 


shopping period this year, notably | 


together with the feeling that there 


Regional meeting of Columbia Pic- 


contract stipulates that Schenck’s 
salary shall be $2,500 weekly, addi- 
tional to a conditional bonus of 242% 
of the net, and that he shall receive 
an option on 48,492 shares of Loew 
common at $40 per share. 

| This optioned stock is the residue 
| 

| 


of the Irving Thalberg contract, 
which latter contract was terminated 
by Thalberg’s death. Under the ope 
tion rights, Schenck may purchase 
at the stipulated option price, 9,998 
1ares of Loew stock vearly begine 
ning as of Dec. 31, 1937. He cannot 
dispose of such shares he purchases 
under the option under $55 per 
| share. 

| The percentage of net which ace 
crues to Schenck at 24%% is calcue 
lated from excess after company’s 
earnings reach $2,242,728. The ope 
| tioned shares are those which are 
now escrowed in the company’s 

treasury and part of the 201,000 
shares formerly. optioned by the 
| company in 1932, to certain officers 
of the company. At that time Nichoe 
ias Schenck, although urged to ace 
cept participation in that transaction, 
| turned it down. 

His First Contract 

This new 5-year contract is the 
first written contract which Nick 
Schenck has ever had with the come 
pany. 

The meeting, by unanimous vote, 
endorsed a resolution of sympathy 
and regret to the family and widow 
(Norma Shearer) of the late Irving 
Thalberg, at his untimely passing, 
This resolution was proposed and 
read by J. Robert Rubin, vice-presi- 
dent of the company, who presided 
at the session. 

Leopold Friedman, secretary of 
the company, read the proposed cone 
| tracts with Nicholas M. Schenck, 
submitting same to the shareholders, 
Probably more than 100 sharehold- 
| ers attended in person. 
Independent shareholders 
gized Nick. Schenck. He was de- 
|seribed as ‘uniquely conservative 
and capable’ and the ‘outstand- 
ing man of the industry.’ Among 
those who addressed the meeting 
from the floor were Walter Reade, 
theatre. man; Eugene W. Leake, 
downtown lawyer and former trus- 
tee of Film Securities and also of 
| Paramount; and Hugo Sonnenschien, 
| attorney from Chicago. 

All present members of the board 

were reelected. These are: George 
N. Armsby, David Bernstein, Isidor 
Frey, Leopold Friedman, John R, 
Hazel, Charles C. Moskowitz, Will- 
iam <A. Parker, Thomas Nelson 
Perkins, William A. Phillips, J. 
Robert Rubin, Nicholas M. Schenck 
'and David Warfield. 
The only other companies which so 
| far are certain of making any dis- 
| tribution to employees are 20th Cen- 
| tury-Fox, which will pass out a 
| $500,000 bonus, and RKO, which is 
| giving a week’s salary tc all em- 
| ployees at $40 weekly or under, 


Light It Up, Boys 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


7 


Ss 


eulo- 





Darryl Zanuck has okayed ‘The 
|Chicago Fire,’ original by Nevin 


| Busch, for early production at 20th- 
Fox. ° 
Writer has been assigned to do the 
| screen play. 





| Educational Resumes 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. , 
Educational is resuming activity 
with two Buster Keaton pictures 
after a long shutdown. 
E. H. Allen is putting the old staff 


back on the payroll. 





_ Barrymore’s ‘Skidding’ 
Fee. Hollywood, Dec, 8. 

Lionel Barrymore will top cast of 
‘Skidding’ at Metro. Lucien Hub- 
bard and Sam Marx will co-produce 
the Aurania Rouveral play. 

Kay Van Riper and Hugo Buier 
jare doing the screen play. 
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Important U.S. Decision Augurs 
Legal OK to Control Giveaways, 
Prices, Duals; But Individually 


+ 


Dec. 8. 

Freedom for individual film dis- 
tributors to refuse to lease product 
running double bills, or 
adhering to lottery policies, was seen 
today (Tuesday) in reasoning of the 
U. S. Supreme Court in two test 
cases involving the validity of laws 
banning price-cutting. 

As the court paved the way for 
enactment of a national ban on loss- 


Washington, 


to houses 


leader sales, the philosophy ex- 
pressed in decisions sustaining Cali- 
fornia and Illinois fair trade practice 
acts was regarded as indicating the 
film industry can proceed, individu- 
ally, but not collectively, to put 
pressure on exhibs who persist in 
showing double features, operating 
gift enterprises, or refusing to raise 
admission seales. The decision also 

suggested the court may be expected 
to outlaw any measures attempting 
to prohibit block booking. 


Although the precedent in the 





California and Illinois cases has no | 


application 
contracts fixing resale prices on 
copyrighted and trademarked com- 
modities, the viewpoint taken by the 
eight justices inspired speculation 
of much more sweeping Federal 
laws on such trade practices as have 
been troubling the film industry for 
many years. But the tribunal did 
not give the right to groups in any 
industry to take concerted action, 
nor did the decision imply any loos- 
ening of the anti-trust statutes. 
Good Will Element 

The principal point established by 
the price maintenance rulings is that 
producers of any protected article 
sold on the basis of the maker’s good 
will have complete power to dictate 
the manner in which those com- 

dities shall be repeddled to the 
ultimate consumer. This was estab- 
lished in cases involving price-cut- 
ting on liquor, oil products and cos- 
metics. 

Declaring that the retailer is not 
compelled to buy a_ trademarked 
product from any manufacturer or 
wholesaler, Justice Sutherland said 
in the unanimous decision that the 
state acts prohibiting price-cutting 
do not violate the due-process clause 
of the Federal Constitution or in- 
volve an unlawful delegation of 
legislative power. 

‘We are here dealing not with a 
commodity alone, but with a com- 
modity plus the brand or trademark 
which it bears as evidence of its 
origin and of the quality of the com- 
modity for which the brand or 
trademark stands, Justice Suther- 
land asserted. ‘Appellants own the 
commodity; they do not own the 
mark or the good will that the mark 
symbolizes.’ 

Besides noting that the retailers 
bought the products knowing that 
the manufacturer stipulated prices, 
the court suggested a loophole for 
individuals desiring to persist in 
price-cutting. These persons can re- 
move the particular trade name or 
emblem which is involved, if they 
can peddle the product without using 
the maker’s name, Justice Suther- 
land remarked. 


Anti-Price-Cutting 


’ The court took a liberal view of 
the need for anti-price-cutting steps. 
While he said there was no reason 
to decide the hotly-debated point, 
Justice Sutherland observed that 


evidence shows the public as well as | 


Producers suffer from unrestrained 
competition. The final consumer is 
not benefited by unchecked attempts 
to dish out bargains, he said, and the 
public interest is partial justification 
or laws such as the California and 
Illinois statutes. 

The relationship between the price 
Case rulings and the perennially-dis- 
Cussed law banning block booking 
was not as direct as the tie-up con- 
cerning admission scales and double 
features. but the unusually sympa- 
thetic tenor of the decision amounted 
to a hint that the court might not 
see eye-to-eye with film industry 


beyond the legality of | 








OF OLVERAL BIDS 


|Harry M. Warner- Mervyn 








Challenge | 


Harry Charnas, of the Cri- 
terion, N. Y., pulled a fast one 
last week when the N. Y. Daily 
News ~ took a heavy pan at 
‘Tundra.’ Instead of beefing to 
the biz office, he doubled his 


Charnas’ on One Hand — John E. 


Otterson -W. R. Sheehan 
Another — Anglo-Ameri- 
can Group a Third 





COHNS TO STAY ON 





space in that sheet. Display 
was headed ‘Surely all these em 
critics can’t be wrong about 


Control of Columbia Pictures Corp. 
|is being sought for cash by various 
according to Wall Street ac- 

Three possible 
Offers 


‘Tundra,’ and 
hand-picked 
other reviews. 
with: 

‘The review excerpts quoted 
above are typical of the showers 
of praise received by ‘Tundra’ 


followed with 
items from the 
He followed this parties, 
counts, deals are 


| mentioned. range from an} 


| half of the stock equities in the com- 


with the exception of the Daily pany owned by Harry and Jack 
News... As we do not wish the | Cohn, to an estimated $5,000,000 and | 
News readers to miss seeing | $6,000,000 for 100% of the brothers’ 
‘Tundra,’ we are making this interest. 

sporting. proposition: The man- Harry and Jack Cohn, president 


agement will gladly refund the |and vice-president of the company, 
admission price to any patron 
who does not feel that ‘Tundra’ 
is worth better rating than that 
given by the News. | CURIE ING. 

Just an adaptation of an old || Based on the reputed offers, 100% 
idea, but it had New York talk- control of Columbia could run from 
ing, and lifted the curse. $13,000,000 to around $20,000,000. 


Majority of the company’s stock is 
| said to be held in a voting trust of 


which the two Cohn brothers and Dr. 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


A. H. Giannini are the trustees. 
Those who are mentioned as cur- 
rent bidders 
stock interest in Columbia include | 
Harry M. Warner, John E. Otterson, 
| besides a third party, figured to be a 
| combination of British and American 
interests. 
LeRoy and Bernhard 
Harry Warner’s bid is said to be 
Low budgeted pictures at Metro, | at the rate of $50 per share for all 
bering 92 this seazon. former? of the stock held by the Cohn boys. 
ryan gaara Dery re . Y | The Warner bid is held to be for 
handled by Lucien Hubbard, will be| Mervyn LeRoy, his son-in-law. and 
taken over by Joe J. Cohn, He will| Joe Bernhard, theatre chieftain of 
have five producer associates and an| the Warner company. 
editorial assistant. Of the producers, | son 
three are new in the field. They are| Roy’s, at the Warner studio. 
Lou Ostrow, Sam Zambalist. and 
Michael Fessier. Others are Samuel 
Marx and Ned Marin. Carey Wilson 
will be editorial assistant on the unit. 
First film to be produced is ‘You'll 
Be Married by Noon,’ from a story 
by Harry Ruskin, which Zambalist 
will produce. Next is ‘Skidding,’ 
from a yarn by Aurania Rouverol, 
which Marx will produce. Ostrow 
has a yarn in preparation while the 


There is no indication who Otter- | 
son’s financial backer could be in| 
other two producers will be ready to | 
start by Jan. 1 


such a situation. Trade presumption | 
would link Winfield R. Sheehan with 
Otterson. Otterson and Sheehan are 
known as staunch friends. It is we 
that Otterson’s prospective financial | 
backers may be private individuals 
rather than any investment or banker 
BERMAN’S NEW 3 YEARS: 
AT RKO: BRISKIN ALSO or less over a period of weeks. Trade 
, | feeling is despite the bids the whole 
“3 bem is open and pretty far away 
| from any actual deal, with any of the 
| prospective bidders. Also, that any 
deal which might be made would 
provide for the continuance of the 


firm. 
Otterson is said to be prospecting | 
Retire- 
from 


'the approximately 270,000 shares of 




















| 
| 
; 
| 


for the purchase of half of the Cohn | 
brothers’ stock at around $70 per 
share. 

Just what the Cohns 
ing- about the whole 
known. 
to have considered the situation more 








may be think- 
matter isn't 





Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
RKO’s proposition to Pandro S. 
Berman is for three years, with five | 
to six pictures a year in the Class A| ; : 
group. Berman will discuss it fully | Cohn brothers in yoipomng : 
with Leo Spitz on latter’s arrival Ment is known to be very fai 
here. | Harry Cohn’s mind, anyway. 
Berman, however, insists that he | 


before starting the terme. | ALM-EWARNER AND SEARS 
WEST ON SALES CONFAB 





Indications are that as soon as cer- | 
tain legal quirks within RKO get 
straightened that Sam Briskin will 





start on his additional three-vear; Parry M. Warner and Gradwell 
termer with RKO, as head of that! Sears, Warners’ general sales man- 
company’s studio. Probability isthat| ager, leave today (Wednesday) for 
the deal will become effective as | Coast product confabs, Warner going 
of January, next. from New York by train, while 

Briskin after more than a week Sears, who has been on a tour of 
in New York and at the home office | southern exchanges, flies from Char- 
left for the Coast, Sunday (6), lotte. N. C. 


Although he had originally planned 

|} accompanying Warner out today, 
Charlie Einfeld will delay his depar- 

ture west until 

New Year's. Sears will return east 





foes who want to prohibit the stand- 
ard leasing practice. This idea was 
suggested in Justice Sutherland’s 


emphatic declaration that the pri- | for the Christmas holidays, while 
mary purpose of such laws is to pro-| Warner will remain on the Coast 
tect the ‘good will of the producer,! until after the first of the year 


state- | checking product for the spring and 
ment that price restriction is an ‘ap- | discussing plans for the Sears sales 
propriate m*ans to that legitimate | drive which starts Dec. 20 and ex- 
end,’ | tends into April 


which he still owns’ and his 


o + 
| 
| 


WAL T I HEARS Par May Refund Over $10,000,000 


| estimated $3,000,000 to $4,000,000 for 
| together control an estimated 40% of | 


|common stock of Columbia, which is 


for the Cohn brothers’ | 


Bernhard’s | 
is an associate of Mervyn Le- | 


| studio. 


They are known, however, | 


between Xmas and! 


FLIRTING WITH COLUMBIA 








On Its 6% Bond Issue; See Up 
To $3,000,000 4th Quarter Net 


LeRoy - Joseph Bernhard | 


Financial rejuvenation is in store 
for Paramount and financial circles 
hear that the company may refund 


upward of $10,000,000 of its 6% 
cumulative, convertible 20-year sink- 
|ing fund debentures. It is under- 
stood that this matter is under 
| discussion presently between Par and 
| certain New York banks who would 
| extend to Par a loan of $12,000,006 
| for this purpose at around 3%. 

| In this way the company stands to 


PIX EXECS PAY 
| TRIBUTE 10 


| 
{ 


———_LUKOR 











Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

First of two testimonials in honor 
of Adolph Zukor’s 25 years in the 
| picture biz was held last Thursday 
under auspice: of the Academy of’ 
M. P. Arts and Sciences. 
and directors from every studio were 
among the 600 who turned out to pay 


Executives 


'tribute to one of the industry’s 
leaders. 
As chairman, Darryl Zanuck 


brought on George Jessel, who was 
in rare form as toastmaster. He held 


time on the speakers and had to cau- 
tion Jesse Lasky against running 
over. Others who mounted the dais 
were Frank Lloyd, Joseph M. 
Schenck and Louis B. Mayer. 


Zukor acknowledged the tribute in 
his usual shy manner and called on 


i'two of his early stars, Mary Pickford 


/and Marguerite Clark, to take a bow.* 
Paramount w 11 toss a testimonial | 
banquet for its founder Jan. 7 at the | 
Expected that around 3,000 | 

will attend. 





WARNERS’B. R. 


FOR BWAY LEGIT 





First play financing deai by a pic- 
ture company openly made this sea- 
son involves production of ‘Her 
Royal Highness’ by Auriol Lee on a 
Warner bankroll. Piece will star 
Ruth Chatterton and goes into re- 
hearsal pronto. 


It’s not actually a breakaway from 
the film companies’ agreement not 
to finance legits because it is of for- 
eign origin. Was written by Felix 
Salten, Austrian, and adapted by 
Miss Lee, who will also stage 





Myers at Talisman 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
now producing for 
has opened offices 
studios, headquartering 
with Harold Lewis, GN. production 
manager. He is lining up stories for 
his six pix for GN release. 


Zion Myers, 
Grand National, 


at Talisman 


Bennie F. Zeidman and_ Boris 
Petroff, also GN producers, are lo- 


cated at Talisman. 


$10,000 FEE TO PAR REF 


Federal Judge Coxe on 
(5) signed an order directing that 
Referee John E. Joyce be paid an 
additional $10,000 as an interim fee 
for his services as special master in 
Paramount -Publix reorganization 
' proceedings. 


jnet to an 


| plained its 


Saturday | 


save thousands in 
charges. 
Also there 


possibility 


annual interest 


seen to be a distinct 


now that Paramount may 


make a full interest payoff on its 
6 first preferred _ shares. This 
would mean a dividend declaration 


of $12 per share on this stock. 


It is estimated that Paramount 
presently has outstanding approxi- 


mately $22,000,000 in 
since a_ substantial 
original issue has 
ready. 

If the pre 
funding aim through 
sue will be further reduced, 
to around $10,(00,000. 

In the meantime Coast advices are 
that Paramount has closed for the 
refunding of around $2,500,000 in un- 
derlying obligations on its Coast stu- 
dio properties, cutting the interest 
on this amount down by this process 
to 3%, through the First National 
Bank of Chicago. 


The company is engaged presently 
additionally in negotiation for re- 
funding at reduced interest rates 
considerable of its underlying fixed 
obligations on many of its properties, 
throughout the country, some of 
which it is understood have been al- 
ready obtained. 

With nearly $2,000,000 net esti- 
mated for Paramo int for the months 


debentures, 
portion of the 
been taken up al- 
sently contemplated re- 
this is- 
possibly 


goes 


, of October and November, this year, 
| the company is 


operating on its 
fourth quarter at an estimated gait 
of around $3,000,000 for the period, 
which would bring the firm’s annual 
estimated $4,500,000 or 
thereabouts. Such a figure would 
mean that Par, which is rapidly 
reaching the fullest recovery pace, 
would earn approximately 50c. on 
its common shares this year. 

The figures are estimates, and, of 
course, unofficial, but much of the 
progress which Par is showing is due 
the present administration of the 
company, under Barney Balaban, be- 
sides conditions generally. ~ 

Paramount should ride aiong the 
crest of the amusement wave for the 


|coming year at its present pace. Indi- 


cations are the pace will be muain- 
tained. The studio is operating in 
the black, now, under Adolph Zukor, 
and the company’s theatres are 
| pacing big returns, 

Par’s theatres, responsible also in 
large measure for the company’s re- 
covery, aré turning in large divi- 
dends to the firm. 


The Par board Thursday (2) ex- 
failure in naming the 
amount of the div on the first pre- 
ferred which it intends declaring 
thusly: ‘On account of the number 
of subsidiary companies controlled 
by Paramount and the ramifications 
of various tax problems, the board 


| of directors have found it impossible 


to determine the amount of the divi- 
dend until the latest possible earn- 
ings statements and dividend dec- 
larations have been reported by its 
subsidiaries, and received by the 
Paramount company’ 

Unusual action of the Par board 
was to pass a resolution that ‘it is 
the purpose and intention of the 


| board of directors to declare at its 


meeting on Dec. 10, a dividend on 
the issued and outstanding shares of 
the first preferred stock of the cor- 


poration payable on Dec. 26, 1936, to 
stockholders of record at the close 
of business on Dec. 15, 1936.’ Par’s 


earning statement for the third quar- 
ter ended Sept. 30 was withheld for 
nine weeks after that date, only 
explanation for the lengthy delay 
being that figures were not in. 
B&K’s $41-5 Divvy 
Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Balaban & Katz Corp... owned 97% 
by Paramount. will shortly declare a 
dividend of between $4 and $5 on its 
250.000 shares of common stock. This 
will mean a take of around $1.000,000 
for Paramount 


| 
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UA EXPRESSES ITSELF ON MPTOA PLAN: 
RKO AND PAR MAY DO SO THIS WEEK 


Schaefer Flatly Against 10°, Cancellation Privilege 


—Score Charges OK, 
Not Due to Company 


= o 

United Artists has made its oe 
tion clear to the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America on its 
proposals for trade practice reforms, 
informing Ed L. Kuykendall what 


that company will do, while possibly 
today (Wed.) or tomorrow (Thurs.) 


Paramount will issue its final deci- 
sion. By the end of the week RKO 
may be the fifth major to state its 
position on cancellations, conciliation 
boards and other matters. 

UA is the first major to declare 
flatly against granting a 10% cancel- 
lation privilege, stand taken by | 
George J. Schaefer being that it has 
been a long standing policy of his} 
company to sell product on an indi-| 
vidual picture or producer basis. | 
Schaefer explains further that there | 
is no business relation or common | 
interest between the various produc- | 
ers who only use UA as a common | 
medium for distribution. 

While UA categorically agrees to 
abolish score charges with the 
1937-38 product starting next sum- 
mer and supports the concern of the 
MPTOA over various trade prac- 
tices, it goes on record as opposed to 
demand for preferring playdates. In 
his communication to Kuykendall, 
Schaefer writes as follows:— 

‘It will be impossible to forego the 
practice of negotiation for preferred 
playing time due to the fact that so 
much of our product is played on a 
percentage basis. Theatres do their‘ 
best business on Saturday, Sunday 
and holidays, and we feel we are 
rightfully entitled to a reasonable 
share of that time. We do not be- 
lieve that the exhibitor should be 








| troupe returning to Hollywood fol- 


silbilideamsinitaainiel 2 


but Preferred Playdates 
Policy 


‘GOLD DIGGERS’ AIMS 
AT 200 DAY-DATERS 


Warner Bros. is shooting for a total 
of 200 or more day-and-date book- 
ings, to start Christmas morning (25), 
for ‘Gold Diggers of 1936.’ Picture ! 
is dated for the Strand, N. Y., for | 
the holiday morning. 

Elaborate plane-touring idea with | 
girls from the picture and three WB 
featured players, Rosalind Marquis, 
Fred Lawrence and Jean Madden, 
ends in San Francisco Friday (11), 





lowing day. On Monday (7) Miss 
Marquis quit the tour, being called 
back to the studio, Mildred Law re- 
placing her for the rest of the week. 
Miss Marquis was wanted imme- 
diately for ‘Marked Women.’ 


Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer 
On Pennsy Censor Board 








Harrisburg, Dec. 8. 

Governor George H. Earle has ap- 
pointed Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer, 
widow of the former U. S. Attorney 
General in President Wilson’s second 
cabinet, as a member of the Penn- 
sylvania Board of Motion Picture 
Censors. Mrs. Palmer succeeds L. 
Howell Davis, who has been chair- 
man. The board will select its own 
chairman at its next meeting. 

The Governor made public a let- 
ter accepting the resignation of 





required to play pictures that are| Davis as of Dec. 31 and in this re- 
unsuitable for Saturdays and Sun-|ferred to his realization of “how 
days and we will be reasonable in| ecessary it is for you to return to 
that respect.’ The MPTOA not only | Your business interests. 


feels that exhibitors should be en- 
Bud Pollard B’k’pt 


titled to a 10% cancellation privi- 

lege, without strings, but that he, 

also, should have the right to de-| Bud Pollard, former film comedian 

termine on what days he will play| and indie picture director, filed a 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy in 
N. Y. federal court Saturday (5), list- 


pictures. 
Par, RKO to O.K. 10% : t2GCraL CU 
ing his liabilities at $13,950 and as- 
sets at $45. 


When Paramount and RKO deci- 
Among the creditors named are 


sions are rendered, it is expected 
they will include 10% cancellation -RCA, Rockefeller Center, National 
Picture Service Co., Tobias A. Kepp- 








privileges, under certain conditions,’ 
and favor conciliation boards 


through practical and legally-safe 
machinery. Neil F. Agnew, who has 
been in Canada, was scheduled to 


return yesterday (Tues.) to finally 


go over Par’s trade practice conces- 


sions with the legal department. 
Some delay has also been occasioned 
by illness of Austin C. Keough, legal 
head, who was hit by grippe last 
week and may not be back until to- 
day (Wed.). RKO’s sales head, Jules 
Levy, has also been away, but is ex- 
pected back before the end of the 


week. 


Kuykendall, who was in New York 
a few days, left Sunday night (6) 
for Charlotte to attend a two-day ex- 
He goes from 
here to St. Louis for a meeting Fri- 


hibitor convention. 


day and Saturday (11-12) and thence 
to Oklahoma Cit: for a local con- 
vention of theatre owners Dec. 13, 
14 and 15. He will be in Dallas at 
another meeting Dec. 16 and 17, re- 
turning to Columbus, Miss., but not 
to New York until] after the holi- 
days. 





‘3-on-Horse’ Trio Again 


Set for Warner Picture 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Warners will use same trio of 
players featured in ‘Three Men On 
a Horse’ in its forthcoming produc- 
tion, ‘Marry the Girl.’ They are 


Frank McHugh, Teddy Hart and Al- | 


len Jenkins. 
Hugh Herbert and Jane Wyman 
were previously cast. 





Mankiewiczes’ Pop a Prof. 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Elevation of their father to a pro- 
fessorship at the College of the City 
of New York is taking Joe and Her- 
man Mankiewicz east for the cere- 
monial. Dr. Mankiewicz 
— at Stuyvesant High School. 


ler, Malcolm Laboratories, Inc., Em- 
pire Film Laboratories, Inc., Nationa! 
Studios. Inc., Film Service Labora- 





ESTIMATE UA THEATRE 
NET AT AROUND 1856 


Estimated that the United Artists | 
Theatre Circuit will show a net of} 
around $185,000 for the year. This | 





is an upward revision of approxi- 
mately $25,000 from the prior esti- 
mate of around a month ago. It| 
means that the company will earn | 


an estimated $6 or more on its pre- | 
ferred stock. 

No earnings from Metropolitan 
Theatres, which is controlled by 
U.A. Theatre Circuit, are reflected 
in these estimates. Metropolitan 
comprises the Skouras Theatres and 
the Randforce Circuit. 


Lesser East to Set 
‘Rainbow’ Exploitation 


Hollywood, Dac. 8. 
Plans for exploitation and pre- 
miere of ‘Rainbow On the River,’ 
for which a national day-date open- 
ing on Christmas eve is planned, will 
be set by Sol Lesser in New York 
this week. 
Lesser, who trained east last Fri- 
day, took with*him prints of the 
Bobby Breen film, in addition to a 
print of ‘Secret Valley,’ Richard Ar- 
len starrer. 
After winding up his New York 
biz, Lesser may sail from there Dec. 
26 for a European vacash. 














Theatre Seats Replace 
Church Pews; Clicks 


Addy, Wash., Dec. 8. 

Attendance at the Methodist 
church has increased remarkably 
since the Rev. Dwight Bennett had 
theatre seats installed to replace the 
old, hard wooden pews destroyed 
by fire. 

The theatre seats are latest type, 
upholstered. The Rev. Bennett 
stated that the congregation seems 
much more quiet and does less 
squirmin. during services, especially 
sermon, 


ART TRACY WORKING 


London, Dec. 1. 
Arthur Tracy got to work this 
week on his second British picture, 
‘Interval for Romance,’ being made 
at Pinewood for British National. 
Film also features Rawicz and 








tutored | methods, 
| resulted from high interest rate ex- 


tories, Inc., Photocolor Co., and the 
Atlas Sound Film Studios. 











Landauer, Continental piano duet- 
tists. 


FCC. Blasts A.T.&T. On Loans 


Profits From Non-Profit Research Subsidiary 


—Bookkeeping Passes On to Consumers 











Washington, Dec. 8. 

Huge profits made by American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. out of 
Bell laboratories at the expense of 
telephone users, and radio and thea- 
tre purchasers of broadcasting and 
projection equipment, were revealed 
‘today (8) as Federal Communications Charges to parent companies by 
Commission resumed inquiry into | lab cropped out in study of operating 
telephone business. Showing intricate | accounts. With income of $177,921,569 


accounting methods which raises costs | from 1925 through last year, lab 


to ultimate consumers and netted | collected $119,171,189, or nearly 67%, 


f Hy &. ,634,681, 
| steady profit to Western Electric and pci = m~ cme satinsen oe 


‘the parent company, Commish at- ; 

’ , more than 3%, from el - 
jtorneys and accountants released | search on A Vetulie ai "aa 
lengthy volume dealing with write- | these costs were passed on to tele- 

Ss, ges Po | ° P 
es teaeen ee Sos | Phone subscribers and “eauomen 
: sely | purchasers in redio, film, and other 


| corporations. In three year period, lab 


equipment, and other assets of re- 
search organization. 

During 11 years, lab has paid 
Western $3,122,266 in interest on 
original notes and $3,919,911 on loans 
for operations., 

Additional $1,485,187 was paid A. 
T. & T. for money to finance re- 
search. 








| lines. 
Write-up of $2,112,604 in value of billed W. E. cver $2,300,000 for tube 
property sold by Western Electric to | research and fabrication. 
the lab in 1925 came to light. Net | Virtually all money received by 
cost to W. E. was $1,832,525, but| Bell lab came from W. E. and A. T. 
property was listed on lab books at| & T. with only small amount being 
net worth of $3,945,129. Cost of borrowed from banks. Research 
equipment sold to subsidiary operat- | subsid supposedly a non-profit ven- 
ing companies and either re-sold or | ture, but has been able to build up 
leased to ultimate consumers was/ surplus of $2,547,687. 
inflated through involved accounting! Commish will not get around to 
inquiry disclosed. This direct studies of radio or theatre 


,; aspects of telephone business for 
acted .by Western and American onisome time although inquiry may 





N. Y. 
Fete to take place at the Park | loans to finance lab activities and on/| take up radio line charges in few 


Central hotel. 


notes to cover purchase of plant,/ days. 








e 
Inside Stuff—Pictures 
Something of ‘Queer People’ crept back into Hollywood last week. 


Script surgeon, finding his middle weak and stuck for an end of story 
assignment, finally took it out in a prolonged bender, Producer not want. 
ing him to hit out for wide-open spaces before finishing the script locked 
him up in a hotel room. 

Co-scripter searched all over town for drinking doctor and was getting 
frantic as script was due at producer’s office in two days. Night before 
deadline he got a phone call from sobering script-surgeon. ‘I can’t come 
out,’ said the hangover’s master, ‘somebody stole my pants.’ Co-worker 
sent a courier to designated hotel with a pair of pants, telling him to 
bring the writer out to his bungalow. 

Next day, when they turned in their script, the producer fired them 


both. ‘I took those pants away from him,’ he said, ‘to keep him sober, 


| If you’re in cahoots with that drunk, I don’t want either of you.’ 





Margaret Tallichet, appearing in role in Selznick’s ‘A Star Is Born,’ is 
not studio secretary at last getting break, as publicists have it. Fact is 
gal was reporter on Dallas daily some months ago when Ben Piazza came 
through town, She interviewed him and he found her attractive. 

‘If you ever come to Hollywood, drop in and see me, I'll get you a con- 
tract at Paramount,’ said talent scout. 

Gal saved pennies, hied herself Hollywoodward, only to find Piazza no 
longer at Par. However, studio took pity, spotted her as sec in publicity 
department. After six months at it, she finally gets back to her first 
ambish—over at Selznick’s. 





Hal Horne, who switched to the Walter Wanger unit at United Artists 
after six months with Sam Briskin, was at RKO-Radio without ever start- 
ing a picture. He was associated in silent film production in former years 
before becoming the UA pub-ad head. 

With Wanger, Horne will develop a penchant for ‘news headline’ fea- 
tures, something along the lines of the old Zanuck-Warner idea of culling 
from the news events for film feature ideas. At the moment Horne is 
pencilled in for *“Vogues of 1937,’ Wanger’s filmusical in color with Bella 
and Sam Spewack scripting. 





While they have had five offers for the Criterion, N. Y., Harry Charnas 
and B. S. Moss declare they will continue to operate the house, entertain- 
ing none of the propositions made. Included in offers were proposals for 
partnership interests, Although Warner Bros, might eventually be inter- 
ested in the Criterion, Charnas says the Warners have no connection at 
all with the theatre, his 50% interest being solely his own. 

Attempting a double feature policy in the twinning of two first runs, 
the results of this dualing will be studied for determination of whether it 
may be better than singles. During the past week the top admission has 
varied from 55 to 65c. 





Merchandise ‘and cash amounting to approximately $100,000 will be dis- 
tributed by theatres in the Los Angeles area during the holidays. Give- 
aways include autos, stoves, furniture, men’s and women’s wear, etc. 
Around $20,000 in cash will be distributed through bank night, ten-o-win, 
screeno and other forms. Fox-West Coast is spending around $50,000 for 
merchandise, in addition to thousands of dollars in cash. Most of mer- 
chandise is being purchased from neighborhood stores with latter getting 
exploitation in lobbies. 





Although all mention of W. R. Hearst has been removed from the news- 
reel, ‘Topics of Today,’ which Metro releases, it still remains his reel and 
he is putting up the coin for its production as in the past. A recent check 
reveals that the old Hearst Metrotone newsreel is not being booed so 
heavily now that it is shown under the new title. 





Of 72 stories purchased by RKO since S. J. Briskin took over production 
charge a year ago, 41 have been unpublished, unproduced originals. Re- 
maining 31 were gleaned from novels, mag stories, plays and other forms 
of previously used stories. During past two months Briskin has upped 
the RKO contract list from 43 to 69. 





Needing French lyrics for Fernand Gravet to sing in ‘The King and 
the Chorus Girl, Warner Bros. hired Harold J. Salemson, French mag 
correspondent, to pen them. One of tunes was titled, in English, ‘For 
You.’ In French, it became ‘Pour Vous.’ Pour Vous is title of leading 
French fan mag, which Salemson represents, 





Mag writer went to the Coast recently to become story editor of an 
indie studio. He figured job should be just that, but those who thought 
differently gave him the air. When he departed he explained that what 
they wanted wasn’t an ed who bought stories, but the kind who wrote 
all they needed. 





Fox-Movietone this year spent much more than ever before by widen- 
ing coverage on pigskin contests, covering every big game with supple- 
mental special footage for the territories in which the games held highest 
interest. On each game covered, F-M exposed an average of 5,000 feet of 
raw film. 





Being unable to get a technicolor short, ‘Christmas Comes But Once a 
Year,’ through to Australia for holiday release because of the marine 
strike, Paramount had the prints toted to England, thence down under. 
Planes helped speed the shipment. 





Florida winter resort spots, expecting the largest trade since before the 
1929 crash, the newsreel companies in touch with the situation are plan- 
ning to give the winter season full coverage. Each company will assign 
one cameraman to Miami for the winter months. 





Like Fred McMurray, out of the California Collegians band, Tony (now 
being billed as Anthony) Martin is an ex-bandman. He’s nee Al! Morris 
with Tom Gerun’s orchestra at the Bal Tabarin, San Francisco. Like Mc- 
Murray, Martin is a saxophonist and also a warbler, 





Warners has a new administration building but can’t occupy it because 
all rugs are tied up at the L.A. harbor by the maritime and trucking 
strike. Currently, the WB white-collarites are piled three deep in tem- 
porary quarters. 





Harry Lachman, co-director of Columbia's ‘Interlude,’ photographed all 
the elaborate scene rehearsals with a Leica camera to determine best 
angles when Leon Leonidoff, creator and producer of the ballet, put the 
100 dancers through their paces. 

Lloyd Pantages resumed his Hearstian gossip column on condition that 
he visit the Coast studios personally instead of depending on his legmen 
for copy. In consequence, chatterer let Churchill Ross, his top aide, go. 








Universal, since the William Koenig bow-out, is experimenting with 
the production idea of giving the U directors as much time and latitude 
as is reasonably possible for the proper preparation of their assignments. 





Major’s Italian Songstress [year pact. Singer has appeared in 
Milly Monti, Italian import cur- | pictures in her native land. She has 
rently appearing at the Rainbow |OM!y been over here a little more 





| Emanuel Cohen's Major Pictures on | 





Room, N. Y., exits this week to join than a month. She leaves Dec. 9. 


é Handled through Harry Leedy of 
the Coast. Film deal covers a five- | Rockwell-O’Keefe agency. 
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| Appeal to Reopen Fox-West Coast Mpls. Judge Opines It 
= 
| pp pen fox-West Coast =F ASTIY | AWSIII[$ Mopls. Judge Opines It's Not 
: Bankruptcy Argued by Imposi Provi 
: ptcy Argued by Imposing (que pit AF ASN Province of a Court to Rule on 
s * 
Legal Staffs; Decision in 40 D Wh im Is ° 
g : Decision in 40 Days - ether a Film Is ‘Indecent 
cians 4 However, This Week’s Pow- 
w in Washington Is , 
San Francisco, Dec. 8. That wird . . 
; After hearing three hours of argu- Percentage Preliminary — Indies Sus- | . Out ofl Marking in tek ae sone 
. , ° ‘. — . + | — z ed > - 1 : i- 
' rn Suneae Cua bankrvetes Los Angeles, Dec. 8. pect the MPTOA Concill- | istrecad. Dec t west screen history that a law court 
, case last Wednesday (2), Senior Poti Aas Drage Hy a ation Plan, but an Official iz — Resnse nev B grort—cnerne tion pond pv horeagg a ‘vaews 
y Judge Curtis D. Wilbur and Judges Circuit thereby saved $3,000 U. S. Body Would Solve | gta ne Prag a eke A. Day in municipal court dismissed 
t Frances A. Garrecht and Bert E. demand by contractor to de- E As saiah ton . - spre nae Pop Mice local clubwomen’s charge against 
ae ed, eee fag ay res verything used as the basis for two indies. ae aati mage Se asains 
Haney under advise molish the © structure, long One he'll make in Hirlicol Bennie Berger, independent circuit 
ment. T. L. Tally and the Corbar abandoned. for Regal Prod » Fr o the operator, of showing an obscene and 
S Corp., former lease-holders of the other a Mat soait nt > d © ||indecent picture, ‘Marihuana,’ dope- 
. bankrupt Fox-West Coast Theatres EXHIBS—DISTRIBS tions pic i. tema ey erent sex film, at the Time loop sure- 
. Corp. seek reopening of the case on STERLING PIX SETS UP ‘i ciainanatis seater. Berger was defended by 
reel reg of fraud. No decision is S. P. Halpern, local film attorney. ; 
. expected for about 40 days. § y X GES | Most major film companies are d Judge Day held that a s é 
; Col. William H. Neblett, law part- EVEN KE E CHAN | expected [ ignore the Washing- Kuyken all Warns be called a spade on ae aintan 
s ner of Senator William G. McAdoo, ——, ton gathering called by Major Of Mu h A : Fil without offending decency, even 
a representing the plaintiffs, named as | Hollywood, Dec. 8. George L. Berry through the C nti- ims though modesty is shocked by the 
conspirators in the bankruptcy pro- | Before departing for New York. simple expedient of not sending ‘ a gale ‘ | portrayal. In a _ decision which 
ceedings Judge William P. James, | W- Ray Johnston, president of Ster-| representatives. This was done Legislation This Yr. established a precedent here, he also 
5 Samuel W. McNabb, Alfred Wright, ling Pictures Corp., announced the on other Berry meetings. Will expressed the opinion ‘that the fact 
" Albert W. Leeds, Loeb, Walker & | Organization will operate exchanges Hays expressed no opinion on | _  — . ae that some of the scenes and lan- 
r } Loeb, O'Melveny, Tuller & Myers, | in New York, Boston, New Haven, the session when he arrived To all members of the Motion Pic- guage of the picture are coarse and 
- Reuben G. Hunt, Lawler & Degnan, | Philadelphia, Washington, Buffalo| from Europe Monday (7) but it | ture Theatre Owners of America,|that the plot is cheap and sensa- 
t iaeies Suckioy. Charles Bertero | 27d Albany. They'll be operated by was general knowledge among Ed L. Kuykendall warns of the great |tional, and that the film uses the 
rh: i {Mies Witten Bf. . subsidiary, Sterling Exchanges, the industry and with Haysians deal of legislation this winter. He/|language of the street rather than 
, Moore, Jr.. Charles C. Irwin, Bailie, | °°: Expansion to other keys is| that the Dec. 11 meeting was | 45S€rts that if the film industry ever | that of a scholar, does not in itself 
t Turner & Lake. Ralph Harris. Bert- contemplated. | neither Administration-inspired needed an organized, united and|make it obscene within the law.’ 
; » Ralph *arris, LETt-| While on the Coas 5 ' alert defense agains is- shar ; i 
5 Seen @Ripman, Earl E. Moss, Fox n the Coast, Johnston met; nor requested. This was taken to ert Gerense against unfair and dis The charges were brought against 
Film, Wesco Sees seth Century-ox with Howard Stubbins and Ray| mean that the official Adminis- |¢'i™minatory taxation, it certainly will| Berger after Mayor Thomas Latti- 
ore ee lige »| Olmstead, B. N. Judell of Chicago | entien mave. wilt satan babes, during the next few months, Kuy-|mer had refused to heed protests 
4 ationa eatres orp. and the and Sam Decker of Detroit on state | However, the industry sees a kendall is concerned, at the outset, | and stop the showing of the picture 
° bankrupt. , i: rights. No franchise deals will be| eryin df : ¢ | with the fact that most taxation hits / At the trial more than a c 
| Judge James is accused of failing | signed until after Jan. 1. | ee ee eee the small theatres hardest because |the n ; sub egg a 
" to disqualify himself in the bank- Johnston will make a_ swing | — of lower admission scales, lack of pr BF sasha Seat ak “ae 
° ruptcy proceedings at the time of) through the mid-West states, arriv- | financial resources and the narrow |opinion, the pictur rm "dis - 
. the adjudication, though his son-in-| ing in Manhattan Dec. 18 to preside| While the feeling persists that; margin on which they operate. ing.’ Mrs ie foams aiaes 
F law, Albert W. Leeds, was secretary- | at a special meeting of Monogram | there is a need for a board, com-| In January the legislatures of 42 woman chaibatherine’ es _ an 
g treasurer and a director of the Fox Pictures stockholders. mission or committee, patterned | states go into regular session, while | as ‘vudlenr and dis De ar ment 
» MeNai k : — oe reese = z= ~ sin Wash. jtwo have later sessions scheduled! In his written dociaing, handed 
cNabb is charged with consent- | ° administration, conferences in Wash-|and four others may have special 5 consi . 
; ing to cut the bankruptcy fees from | Md. Femmes Organize to ington this week under the auspices | sessions. Early in Pw agape om yee ra B angee Moree garg 
4 $154,433 to $75,000 under threats of “ of the Council of Industrial Recov-|Congress convenes in Washington |‘the court is not a censor and has 
a the ‘conspirators’ that a purported Back Up Pix Censors | 7: ase expected to accomplish little | and together with states, in the opin-|no authority to regulate manners.’ 
‘wash sale’ of Fox assets would not | | Other than the crystallization of/ion of Kuykendall, is obviously go-|He also quoted, as applicable to this 
be put through and the estate wound - Sogereapcccer ing to attempt laws for minimum | case, Judge Hand’s federal court de- 
. up. Other charges are that McNabb Baltimore, Dec. 8. | Understanding in the film business | wages, maximum hours and collec- | cision in the case of the U. S. against 
. permitted the fictitious sale of the _ Flock of potent femme organiza- is that the principal objective of the | tive bargaining. ; James Joyce’s ‘Ulysses,’ holding the 
: Fox assets to Wesco for an equally ‘i9mS have linked up to fight for|confabs called by Major George L. | When the legislative mills begin| hook not to be obscene. ‘That it is 
; fictitious bid of $15,443,000: that $8.- pinked’ pix in Maryland. Ladies| Berry will be to feel out various | to grind, it means proposals to tax| indecent from every consideration 
000,000 of the purchase price was a will have a large-scale lobby operat- | groups in representative industries. | theatres and admissions, Kuykendall | o¢ propriety is entirely clear, but 
(Continued on page 23) ing in Annapolis when state legisla- | Expect to learn exactly how far dif-| warns. ‘A very serious situation is | that is not the indecency condemned 
, ture convenes there next month for ferent business men are willing to go; Upon Us that should call for some by this section of the code,’ the 
: ; , |annual session. Lobby will endeavor |on any revived Blue Eagle align-/realistic thinking and unbiased) pang decision said iy ‘ 
FOX’S BOOKEEPER’S to amend Maryland law governing| ment. From the information ob-|analysis by every responsible inde- eA 
r power of state censor board so that | tained, it is hoped that more concise | pendent exhibitor,’ he declares. i 
B CONTEMPT ARGUED it will empower shearers to desig-| facts will be secured for use in| Municipal censorship laws and $5,000 FUND VOTED BY 
nate pix as ‘adult’ or ‘family.’ drawing up any legislative program | ordinances, statutes to require two ’ f 
The women’s groups banded un-|at the forthcoming Congressional|or more licensed operators in all t 
2 Atlantic City, Dee. 8 der the single banner include state session in January. All of which | booths and regulation of exhibition PHILA. UMPTO BOYCOTT \ 
t esi dik eadetion Mavedved in con- chapter of D.A.R., Balto Federation | indicates an effort to reestabfish| are serious threats of the coming 
t S : _of Women’s Clubs, Parent-Teachers, Some modified NRA code arrange- | law-making sessions. | 
> po haa eg = Herbert | and Citizens’ League. ’ | ment. | Philadelphia, Dec. 8. #| 
Willa Fox was the propriety of | ates, demand femmes are an Alona Sy ganar cutniny | General's Sales Powwow | sy ty" oad at managers at 
ruling by Robert E. Steedle, referee | "£ © make of legislature is change | did not receive ‘a formal invitation. ietieeaah ton: & . tind eieian tuekes Gece ae i 
2 q in benkruptey for the Fox estete in present law which permits a film the major interests undoubtedly will cd Oo ywo , Vec. &. | United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
- wis the argument presented by Mur. | Company, in event one of its flickers be represented by the Hays organ- | Fenn Kimball, president of re- ers of Eastern Pennsylvania, South- 
t sep inichier. counsel for Letteteln, in| banned by censor board, to appeal | ization if they deem it necessary to cently organized General Pictures,’ ern New Jersey and Delaware, to 
f Federal Court at Camden N. J, last | 1°¢'sion in court and get case finally attend the Washington parleys. In-| arrived here from the east for a) push exhib group's boycott fight - 
ae »N. J, decided by a judge. Through recent | dependent groups and many typical | brief Coast sojourn. /against Metro over alleged high 
TRE ee Ea ae ea years, about half the films banned leaders have been asked to attend. _He announced first sales conven- | rentals. Boycott, voted by UMPTO 
» tabi manen ef he ena book of the ‘by censors have been given bill of There is a distinct and not at all | tion of the new company to be held last week (30), is skedded to begin 
> All-Continent Corp. to be marked health by courts. The femmes want | bashful faction in the industry which | in Chicago in late January. Henri Jan. 2. General meeting of organiza- 
be for evidense, on advice of counsel the final word on censoring matters | feels that some type of NRA would) Ellman, Chicago franchise holder tion is set for next Tuesday or 
during hearings last October before to rest with the censors. (Continued on page 25) ifor General, will host the gathering. | Wednesday (15-16) to approve 
Steedle. The Referee ordered the| == ———— | board’s $5,000 fund action. 
J pages marked and began contempt}. AMER IT SM = eee ‘ . wo . | Understood plan is to collect $5,000 
. proceedings after Leitstein refused. RSA PAPA PSPS PAPAS SAIS SOSA SS SS SE SSSA SAE i es SE by assessment based on seating ¢a- 
1 The All-Continent is the corporation : ‘ , ? ‘ : : . * 9 \ nacity of individual exhib members, 
ayer by Fox as a trust fund for Still not known definitely how War- 
is wife. ner Bros. will stand on question, but 
4 Becker argued that Leitstein only Lewen Pizor, UMPTO prez. says he 
: complied with previous orders of ARI expects WB to co-operate fully. 
- the Referee made to prevent all of 
the All-Continent books from being | . 
offered as evidence at the hearing. RKO Suins 2 Balto Nabes 
> aly ee relating to Fox should * e@,e | * ° 
ave been admitted, he said. As the | F Unola d P 
[Recessed ee Sst Anniversary Edition —% For Umlayed Pictures 
Continert cash book was admitted o 
as evidence page-by-page it was| / Baltimore. Dec. 8. 
1 making the company’s business a RKO Distrib Corp. has filed claim 
' or reed of public record, Becker in Superior Court here for $2,000 
. a work <7 ‘ , T. B P b ° h d L . D b |} avainst Joe Brodie, former nabe ex- 
cker move or a dismissal of | | 7 om hib. Brodie has until Dec. 14 to 
the action on the grounds that there ss O € u lis e ate nm ecemoer answer summons, or settle account 
peter a more orderly procedure for out of court. Claim is made for 45 
a ing the ruling of the Referee = shorts and one RKO feature (‘Becky 
an contempt proceedings, but Sharp’) for which Brodie personally 
4 ar John Boyd Avis denied the | ‘ contracted and did not. it is alleged, 
otion. pay when he operated southside 
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Reservations May Be Sent to Any Variety Office 
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’ fused to comply with the order of | x 154 West 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. 54 W.Randolph St.' 8 St. Martin's Pl. | $2900. on @ filing in Superior Court 
; = Referee and was in contempt ~ Understood operator of house, 
: court. Judge Avis asked both! .,. , . . . i , . , sep . ™ Art Price. has huddled with RKO 
Sea ts cae Oo, EPA SA IAAI A PAPE I PTE IS Cie isl be tied ont 0f court 
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Shenners Overrun L.A. Shy at Pix, | 
‘Go West’s’ $21,500 Top Take, Lloyds’ 
Droops to $7,500, ‘Girls’ Smart at 216 


+ 


Bowes Ams Beat Zero | 





Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 

Spotty trade currently, with only 
four spots showing improvement | 
over previous week. Holiday shop- 
pers are crowding the downtown and 
Hollywood stores day and night and | 
sidestepping the cinema, with the 
result that there won't be much to 
distribute in the way of profits. 

Town topper is ‘Go West, 
Man,’ at the Paramount. 
Smart Girls’ (U) is headed for satis- 
factory takes at Pantages and RKO 


- | danc h Te ack 
and holds a second wegek. ‘Lloyds of | dance band unit with Ted Mack, 
linked with ‘Fugitive in the Sky. 


London’ took a nosedive on second 
stanza at the two-a-day Carthay 
Circle and second week of ‘Anthony 
Adverse’ at the day-date Warner 
houses isn’t spelling profit. 
Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2d 
week). Heavy money trade sagged 
precipitately and $7,500 on 
week is discouraging. First week, in- 





cluding $5 preem, topped $14,300, | good at $5,500. 


oke. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40-| 
55)—‘Born to Dance’ (MG) and ‘15 
Maiden Lane’ (20th) dual (2d week). 


After second best week under day- |‘ 


date policy with State, biz receded 
substantially currently 
best in sight. First 
$15,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Anthony Adverse’ (WB) (2d 
week). Holdover week not so hot at 
$7,200. Last week (lst), very good 
at $13,000. 

Four Star (Fox) (900: 30-40-55)— 
*As You Like It’ (20th). Shakes- 
pearean opus came in without much 
bally and will be saddening at only 
$2,100. Last week, 2nd, final 
stanza of ‘Devil Is a Sissy’ (MG), 
s0-so $2,900. not very profitable. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Anthony Adverse’ (WB) (2d 
week). Bottom dropped out on sec- 
ond stanza and top is $7.500. First 
week very good at $11.100. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280: 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Country Gentlemen’ (Republic) 
and ‘Carter’ (FN). dual. and vaude. 
Dual looks to about $7,500, oke. Last 
week ‘Dixie’ (20th) and ‘Accusing 
Finger’ (Par), bettered $9,000, which 
mighty neat. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
*Three Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘In His 
Steps’ (GN), dual. Word of mouth 
advertising helping to a_  $11.000, 
which is sweet. Holds. Last week, 
*Winterset’ (RKO) and ‘Flving Host- 
ess’ (U), below expectations at $9,300. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3.595: 30- 
40-55)—'Go West’ (Par) and stage 
show. Nifty $21,500 on eight davs. 
Last week (2d) of ‘Theodora’ (Col), 


and $8,500 
week, 





wound un to very satisfactory $18,000. | 35-40-55)—‘Born to Dance’ 


RKO (2,950: 30-40-55)—‘Smart 
Girls’ (U) and ‘In His Steps’ (GN). 
dual. Downtown Xmas_ shopping 
keeping mats down so $10,000 best in 
sight, but okav and holds. Last week 
*Winterset’ (RKO) and ‘Fiving Host- 
ess’ (U). profitable at $8.700. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2024: 30-40-55- 
75)—Born to Dance’ (MG) and ‘15 
Maiden Lane’ (20th) (2d week). 
Holiday shonning trade is cutting in. 
so. Only $12.000. which oke for hold- 
over. Initial week garnered sweet 
$20.400. 


United Artists (Fox-UA) (2.100: 
30-40-55) —‘Weekend Millionaire’ 
(GB) and ‘Devil is Sissv’ (MG). dal. 
Just so-so at $3.000. 


‘ 


Last week ‘Re 


nifty | « 
dance band unit. 
Last week ‘Country Gent’ (Rep) and 
‘Cuban Follies’ unit plenty okay at) 
$9,400, 


Young | ception of the vaudfilm Lyric which 
‘Three | managed to zoom, 
| cury 


40)—‘Banjo on Knee’ 
erate at $4,300. 
Men on Horse’ (WB). $6,800, strong. 


‘Smartest Girl’ 
Princess’ (Par), dual. 


. 





Temp for 1126 Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 8. 
Zero weather put a crimp in busi- 
ness at downtown spots, with ex- 
while the mer- 


dipped, with Major Bowes’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
(20th). Mod- 
Last week ‘Three 


Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— | 
(RKO) and ‘Jungle 


Mild at $4,200. | 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 11 





Astor—‘Lloyds of London’ 
(20th) (3d wk). | 
Capitol—‘Born to Dance’ 


(MG) (2d wk). 
Music Hall—‘More Than a 
Secretary’ (Col) (10). 
Paramount—Pennies from 
Heaven’ (Col) (9). 
Rialto—‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO) 
(8). 
Rivoli—‘Rembrandt’ (UA) (2d 





wk). 

Roxy—‘Banjo on My Knee’ 
(20th) 

Strand—Three Men on a 
Horse’ (WB) (3d wk). 


Week of Dec. 18 
Astor—‘Lloyds . of 
(20th) (4th wk). 
Capitol—‘Born to 
(MG) (3d wk). 
Music Hall—‘Rainbow on the 
River’ (RKO) (17). 


London’ 


Dance’ 


Heaven’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘Man Who 
Again’ (GB) (16). 
Rivoli—‘Rembrandt’ (UA) (3d 
wk). 


Lived 


| 





Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
Fugitive in Sky’ (WB) and Bowes 
Swell at $11,500. 





Circus Paree Unit 





} 


| 





Baltimore, Dec. 8. 

It would seem the pre-Xmas crimp 
has set in already. There is nothing 
else to explain the general bog-down 
at the b. o.’s. 

Only bright beacon is h. o. of 
‘Theodora’ at the vaudfilm Hipp. 
where, with new stage-show (Circus 
de Paree’ unit) this week, pic is pac- 
ing toward swell $14,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
(MG). 
Good at $9,500, wut hopes were 
higher. Last week, second of ‘Love_ 
on Run’ (MG), n.s.g.. $6,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Theodora’ . (Col) 
(2d week) and ‘Circus de Paree unit. 
Swell $14.000. Last week same film 
with vaude, wow $19,090. 

Keith’s (Schanberver) (2.500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55) — ‘Everything Thun- 
der’ (U),. Bowed last nieht (Monday) 
at supper show. Out atiter poor 
$2,000 in five days went ‘Girl on 
Front Page’ (U). 

New (Mechanic) (1.400; 15-%5-35- 
40-55) —Banjo on Knee’ (20th). At 
$3.800, good enourh. Last week 
‘White Hunter’ (20th) found no game 











union’ (20th) and ‘Man Whn L.ived | at $2,500. 


Again’ (G-B). or moveover from 
State away off at $2.500. 


B’HAM S0-SO 


‘Run’ $8,300—‘Take’ with Unit $2,200 
} in Three Days 








Birmingham, Dec. 8. 
With exception of one holdover, 
and one new picture, there's nothing 
much on the docket this week. Busi- 
ness is just so-so, except at the Ala- 
bama, where ‘Love on the Run’ is 
the town’s top. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) 
30-35-40 )—‘Love on Run’ (MG). G 
for around $8,300. Last week ‘Light 
Brigade’ (WB) $7,600, pleasing. 

Empire (Acme) (1.100: 25)—‘Thev 
Were Married.’ Moderate at $2.500. 
Last week ‘Could Only Cook’ 
nice at $3,000. 

Ritz (Wilby-Kincey) (1.600; 25)— 
‘Word for Carrie’ (Par). Not much 
for this one at $2.200. Last week 
‘General Died’ (Par), moderate. 
$2.700. 


“Dr. Forbes’ (20th). “Light 
Last week ‘Magnificent Brute’ 
slow $1,600. 

Pantages ‘(Wilby-Kincey) 
25-35)—‘Easy to Take’ 
‘Hit Parade’ unit. 


(U), 


| 


(2.800: | full. 


Strand (Wilby-Kincey) (800; 25)— | ‘Man Who Lived 


Stanley (WB) (3.450: 1%5-95-35-40- 
55)—‘One Way Passavc’ (WR) (re- 
issue). Doing o. k. at $4.090.° Last 


week ‘Three Men on Horse’ 
crackerjack, $12,009. 


(WB). 


Man’ and Fifth Ave. with ‘Charge of 
Light Brigade’ are adding plenty of 
new sugar to the town’s holdovers. | 


42)—Born 


With Theo 1.0. 22:8 


| dual, $2,400, slow. 


‘$14,000 in Balto : 


run). 








; ; HT; ‘ re SR | Last week ‘Love on Run’ (MG) (2d 
second | oy — scceene’ aT ) ae Roxy—‘Stowaway’ (20th). | week) petered down to $6,900. 

a. . 2 ‘ Strand—‘Three Men on a | Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,600; 25-40) Horse’ (WB) (4th wk), |‘Three Men on Horse’ (WB) and 

s . : J- — Eb o 7a ‘oO Sk ‘id TE . ke ¢ 

‘Pennies’ (Col) and ‘Legion of Ter- | daaho. Laat week it Brinede’ 

ror’ (Col). All right ®ut nothing eee. el oe. Ae c 

on at $7 000. Last weék dual of ¢ W st’ G t T (WB) came through with $8,300, 

Cal). wood at $8,200. re Rea oa ataall . _ 0¢s own eotrand (Indie) (2,200: 15-25-40)— 
(Col), good at $8,200. . eT ote tae 


For $7,000 in Seattle! 


Seattle, Dec. 8. 
Orpheum with ‘Go West, Young 











Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 27-37- 
to Dance’ (Metro) (2d 
Okay at $3,300. Last week 
(20th) and ‘Carter’ (FN), | 


Celiseum (Evergreen) (1.800; 21- | 
32)—‘Gorgeous Hussy’ (MG) and 
‘Back to Nature’ (20th), dual. Fair 
$3.200. Last. week ‘Ramona’ (20th) 
and ‘Star for Night’ (20th), dual, $3,- 
400. okay. 


Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2? 400: 27- 





37-42)—Light Brigade’ (WB). Nice | 
campaign helning for good $6500. | 
Lest week ‘Born to. Dance’ (MG) | 


$11,200. great. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.900; 16-27-37-42) 
—Theodora’ (Col) (2d week). Steady 
at $7,000. Last week $8,300, great. 

Mucie Box (Hamrick) (900: 27-37- | 
42)—‘Libeled Lady’ (MG) (4th 
weets). Still okay at $2,800. Last 
werk bis $4200. 


Mucic Hall (Hamrick) (2 300; 27- | 
°7)—Our Relations’ (MG) = and 


‘Black Cat’ (WB), dual. with vaude. | 
Fsir $4,500. Last week ‘S-a Spoilers’ } 
(U) end ‘Murder with Pix’ (Par), | 
duel. $4,600. fair. 
Ornheum (Hamrick) (2.700; 27-37- | 
49)\—"Go West’ (Par) and ‘Chumn’! 
GG), dual. Bie $7.000. Lost week | 
‘Woman Rebels’ (RKO) and ‘Mr. Cin- 
Ccrella’ (MG). dual, pulled after six 
devs with $3.800. terrible. j 
Palomar (Sterling) (1.450: 16-27- | 
*“7)—‘Down to Sea’ (Rep) and vaude., | 
Okay et $4500. Last week ‘Big 
Show’ (Rep) and vaude, $6.000 vreat. 
Parameunt (Evergreen) (3.306: 27- 
37-42)—*Three Men on Horse’ (FN) | 
end ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par) (2d weel). | 
Still rood for $3,900. ‘Last week, $7,- | 
800. bis. 
Reasevelt (Sterling) (800: 21-32)— | 
‘Generel Died’ (Par) and ‘Big Game’ 
(RKO). dual. Mild at $2,800. Last 
week ‘Godfrey’ (U) and ‘Craig’s 
Wife’ (Col) (2d week), $2,390, big. 


| Cerrie’ (Perr). $4,500. fair. 








Pittssurczh, Dee. 8. 
No signs here yet of pre-C ovisunas 
and everybody’s hopcfitl 


Tat 


ood (this year may find it confined to few 


days immediately preczedin™ hol.day. 

Sianley is seiting tre p2c2 wth 
pleniy to soare, com ?9 of ‘Fole 
Parisienne,’ unit and “Gneriest C rl 


(Col).!in Town’ heading house fer ni ty 


lint take 


session. Also getting a s72 ‘ 
nd ran @ 


is ‘Born to Dance,’ in s>2¢ 
Warners. 

Estimates far This Vleck 

Alvin 


(Harris) (2,003: 25-7.-40)— 

Again’ (C5) and 

31,500. | ‘Luckiest Girl’ (U). Back t» duals 
again after month of singles and 


| hitting pretty close to rock bottom. 
(2,300: | Doubtful 
(Par) and | week ‘Reunion’ (20th) got big open- 
House open only | ing four days and then hit the skids: 


of. cracking $5,029. Last 


three days a week but crowds are | $10.500, just okay. 


flocking: $2.200, .Last week ‘Murder | 
With Pix’ (Par) and vaude, $2,500. 


Fulton ‘Shea-Hyde). (1,750; 25-40) ! 


i ~‘Gay Desperado’ (UA) (2d week).. 


ct «OTe 


Smartest Giri-Yovie Parisienne 236 
No Pre-!mas Slump in Pittsbure. 


H 
3" 


a a | 


Around £$‘.200, fair enough. Last 


week big £5.500. 
Penn ‘(Loew'’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- | 
50)\—Go West’ (Par). Lucky to} 
knock off $11,000, mediocre.. Las‘ 
week ‘Born to Dance’ (MG) roiled 


up new hsuse 
in eicht days. | 

Stanley (WB) (2.600: 25-40-60)— 
‘Smerriest Girl’ (RKO) and French | 
‘Folie Perisienne’ unit. It’s the flesh 


record, getting $29,000 | 


hai’s bringing ‘em in for big $22,000. 
‘Polo Joc’ (WB) ard Leon Errol- 
-Sunnie O'Dea unit. ‘Hollyvood Fol- 
lies of 1927.’ got $22,000, okay, last 
weel: in eight days. 

Warner (WE) (2.000: 25-25-50)— 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG) (2d run).| 
Sczle unped, as per custom, when | 
Fifth avenue site absorbs h. o..from 


Penn under Loew-WB poolirns deal. 
Mus‘ce! still showing great strength 
for $9090. Last week, in nine days | 
‘Our Relations’ (MG) and ‘Rose Bowl’ 
(Par), swell at $7,000, 


| despite 


Girl’ 


Paramonnt—Pennies from | show that’s bringing them in; $7,000; 
nice. 
| another topnotcher at $7,800. 


‘Theodora’ (Col) and ‘Mad Holiday’ 


| derby at Music Hall are b. o. divert- | 


|are a particular peeve to nabe ex- 


|on Run’ 


Mpls. Gets a Blizz 





and It Hurts: 


‘Banjo’ $5,000, Gri 0.&J. Unit 126 


‘Rembrandt’-‘Jane’ $6,800, 
‘Horse’ $8,000 in Prov. 


Providence, Dec. 8. 
Picture houses doing rather well 
opposish from legits and 
three-day opera stand. Biz is pretty 
well distributed, with ‘Theodora’ and 
‘Three Men on Horse’ the standouts, | 
All double bills here. 

Estimates for This Week | 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 15-25-40)— | 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA) and ‘Jane Turner’ | 
(U). Around $6.800, oke. Last week 
‘Winterset’ (RKO) and ‘Daniel 
Boone’ (RKO), $9,800. good. 
Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Luckiest | 
(U) and vaude. Going good | 
here, but once more it’s the stage 





Last week ‘Dixie’ (20th) was 


Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 


(MG). Brisk week at $13,000, good. 


‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par) and ‘North of 
Nome’ (Col). Opening one day ahead 
of other stands gives this spot edge; 
$6,900, not bad. Last week ‘Pennies’ 
(Col) and ‘Bulldog Edition’ (Rep) 
biggest in town at $11,600. 


Bingo Parties 
In Church Hurt 
Non-Bank Cincy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 8. 
Yule approach, city-wide rash of 
bingo parties at churches and fra- 
ternal. clubhouses, and roller skating 








ers. 
Bingo games, with admish as high 
as $1.35 per person for night’s play, 


hibs, who are prohibited from using 
banko, screeno and other give-away 
lures. 

Dozen flying .chorines of ‘Gold | 
Diggers of 1937'-dropped in over 
weekend and personaled at Palacé 
Saturday (5) at 8 p. m. to stand-up 
biz. > 

Estimates for This Week 

Aiber (RKO) (3.300; 35-42)—‘Go 
West’ (Par). Ducky at $13.000. Last 
week ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) $13,500, 


good. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 35-42)— 
‘Winterset?’ (RKO) (2d run). Tame, 
$3.500. Last week ‘Love on Run’ 
(MG) (2d run). $5.000.. fair. 

Family (RKO) 11.000; 15-25)— 


‘Ride ‘em. Cowboy’ (U), and ‘Murder 
with Pictures’ (Par). senarate. Aver- 
age, $2.500. Last week ‘Mummy’s 
Boys’ (RKO) and ‘Isle of Fury’ 
(WB), divided. $2100. season’s high. 

Grand (RKO) .(1.200: 25-40 )\—‘Love 
(MG) (3d run). - Nice, $3.- 
000. Lest week ‘Theodora’ (Col) (3d 


run). 4.009. swell. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1.500: 30-40)— 
‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) (2d run). 
Mild. $4000. Last week ‘Word for 


Lyrie (RISO) (1.400: 35-42)—‘Rose 
Bowl’ (Per). Feir. $4.000. Ditto last 
wrk on ‘Wthent Oreerse’ (RKO), 

P2alact (RKO) (2.600: 35-42)— 
‘Three Men on Horse’ (WB). Hot. 
$12.500. ast week ‘Winterset’ 
(R*™O), $9.509 okay. 

Shubert (RKO) (9.200: 40-60)— 
‘Ster for a Nicht’ (20th) and ‘Holly- 
wood Hotel Revue’ unit. At $10,000 
ns.h. Last week ‘Luckiest Girl’ (U) 
and ‘Menhattan Scandals’ unit, $11,- 
000. fair. 


Strend (™nd) (1.300: 15-25)—Big 
Gome’ (PKO) and ‘Stage Struck’ | 
(WB). swhbsies. singly. At $1.500, 
evevpece. Lact weer’ ‘Great Ziegfeld’ 
(MG) ent ‘Your Heart’ (WB), en- 


cores, $1.600. 


|remains for a 


Minneapolis, Dee. 8, 
Sub-zero weather, blizzards and 
icy streets are helping the usual pre- 
Christmas depressing influences slam 
grosses downward. It’s tough sled. 
ding all along the line. 


Olsen and Johnson's unit, ‘Fun 
Marches On,’ gives the Orpheum an 
edge on competitors. ‘Born to Dance, 
at the Minnesota, indicates that un- 
der normal circumstances it would 
give a good account of itself. ‘Ecstasy’ 
third week at the 
World. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25)— Wives 
Never Know’ (Par) and ‘Last of Mo- 
hicans’ (UA) (2d runs) and ‘King of 


Mounted’ (20th) (lst run), split. 
Fair, $650. Last week ‘State Fair’ 
(20th), reissue, and ‘Straight from 


Shoulder’ (Par) (1st run), split, $800, 
okay. 


Century (Publix) (1,600; 15-25)— 
‘Cain and Mabel’ (WB) (2d run), 
Fair, $2,500. Last week ‘Ramona’ 


(WB) (2d run), $3,000, fair. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)—‘Our 
Relations’ (MG). Pretty good $2,200. 
Last week ‘Magnificent Brute’ (U), 
$2,000, okay. 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200: 
55)—‘Born . to Dance’ (MG). Not 
strong enough at 55c top without 
stage help and in face of weather 
and seasonal handicaps; fair $8,000, 
Last week ‘Pigskin Parade’ (20th) 
and Ted Weems orchestra, $16,000, 
disappointing. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 35-40-55) 
—‘Smartest Girl’ (RKO) and Olsen 
and Johnson unit. Snow and cold 
holding ’em down to light $12,000. 
Last week ‘Pennies fron: Heaven" 
(Col), $7,500, fair for eight days. 

State (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-40)— 
‘Banjo on Knee’ (20th). Conditions 
hurting plenty; fair $5,000. Last 
week ‘Reunion’ (20th), $6,000, good, 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘With- 
out Orders’ (RKO). Fair $900. Last 
week ‘Alibi for Murder’ (Col), $700, 


25-35- 


light. 
Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Dimples’ (20th). First nabe show- 


ing, good $3,500. Last week ‘Big 

Broadcast’ (Par), $3,000, okay. 
World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 

—'‘Ecstasy’ (3d. week). Going limit 


good. Last week $2,500, good. 


‘WEST-MUNDIN 
$21,000, DETROIT 


Dec. 8. 








Detroit, 
\into Goodfellow Fund for whose 
benefit both the Fox and Michigan 
staged big jamborees Saturday night 
(5) at $1 top. Joint midnight frolic, 
in which practically all shows in 


town took part, snagged around 
$8,000. 
Besides this hole in the b. o. 


pocketbook, couple of holdovers are 
also crimping total take. Honors go 
to ‘Theodora Goes: Wild’ at the Fox 
and ‘Go West’ at the Mich. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Lady from Nowhere’ (Col) and ‘Fly- 
ing Hostess’ (U). Normal at $4,600. 
| Last week nice $4,500 on ‘East Meets 
West’ (GB) plus ‘15 Maiden Lane.’ 

Fox (Indie) (5,000: 30-40-65)— 
‘Theodora’ (Col) with Ben Bernie on 
stage. Bernie always a draw here; 
| good $22,000... ‘White Hunter.’ plus 
Xavier Cugat band, oke last week at 
$19,600. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2.000; 
30-40-65)—‘Come and Get It’ (UA) 
(2d week). Mild at $6,000, but moved 
out Thursday (10) for ‘Woman 
| Rebels.’ Good first session at $10.500. 
| Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; 


30-40-65)—‘Go -West’ (Par), with 
Herbert Mundin ‘topping § vaude. 
Landing okay $21,000. Last sianza 


‘Without Orders’ (RKO) ahd Bowes 
all-girl unit, $21,700. 

State (United Detroit) 
'40)—‘One Way Passage’ 
vival) plus ‘Murder with Pictures’ 
(Par), dual. Back to normalcy here 
at nice $9,000. New hovee record 
| last week on second run of ‘Libeled 
Lady’ (MG) and ‘Wives Never Know’ 
(Par): $11,800. 


(3000; 25- 
(WB) (re- 





BAEE RUTH’S WB SHORT 

Pebe Ruth will be 
office purposes next 
onening of the beseball 
Werre Fros. will 
just comnleted. in 
ond Zez Confrev enpear together. It 
‘Home Fun on the 


and built around a song 


offered for box 


season when 
release a_ short, 
which the Babe 


is called 


number of 
this title composed by Confrey and 


Ruth. One-reeler was turned out at 
WB's Brooklyn studio a week ago. 
Two summers back WB made a 


short with Dizzy and Daffy Dean, St. 
Louis players. 


spring with the | 


Keys’ | 








United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Love on Run’ 
| (MG) (2d week). Still doing oke 


at $8.500. Fine first session at $15,- 
000. Will probably hold for third. 








SOLOMON QUITS PURITAN 

Louis A. Solomon, president of 
Puritan Pictures Corp., has resigned 
|and established his own office as an 
independent distributor. He will 
|continue in the same building where 
| Puritan has been operatin”. 

Solomon may form a new :nde 
i distributing company at a later cate. 





on advertising and cashing in: $2,000, .- 


Lot of town’s coin currently went - 
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Brigade’ $71,000, ‘One-Way Passage’ 
Revival $7,000, ‘Allah’ $20,000 on 2d 


Wk, ‘Girl’ 166 as 


ee + 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Loop’s box office pace slowed up| 
somewhat on Friday's openings duc | 
to the sudden shift of the weather to | 
sub-freezing for the first real cold 
snap of the season, and to beginning 

of the pre-holiday buying spree. 
‘Garden of Allah’ holds over for a 
second week at the Chicago, follow- 


ing its zoom over a set stop-figure 
during the first three days of its 
initial week. Agreement between 


Balaban & Katz and United Artists 
stated that if picture hit better than 
$20,000 over the first weekend, house 
would hoid fiicker a second session. 

Extra-length short subjects with 
box office angles are being played 
up for money around the Loop. Last 


week the State-Lake cracked its 
ross with ‘You Can’t Get Away 
ith It’ (U), three-reelier, and cur- 


rently the Oriental is going to town 
with two reels on the Spanish civil 
war. 

Only new entry of any distinction 
is ‘Charge of Light Brigade,’ which 
started well at the Roosevelt. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-45-55-75) 
—Come and Get It’ (UA) (2d run) 
In here after two bang-up weeks at 
the Roosevelt and getting highly 
pleasant $9,500. Last week ‘Go West’ 
(Par) nifty enough at $7,900. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
—Garden of Allah’ (UA) (2d week). 
Hit fine $36,000 last week and hold- 
ing over currently for possible 
$20,000, fairish, ‘Three Men on 
Horse’ (WB) next. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-45-55-65- 
75)—‘One-Way Passage’ (WB). Re- 
vival okay at $7,000, satisfactory. | 
Last week ‘Pigskin Parade’ (20th) 
was hurt by prior opening in nabes, 
$5,900, so-so. 

Oriental (B&K) (3.200; 35-45-55 )— 
"Wedding Present’ (Par) and vaude, 

lus two-reel Spanish war subject. 

uilding to $20,000 big profits. ‘Last 
week ‘Legion of Terror’ (Col) made | 
good at $20.800. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500: 35-55-65-75) | 
—Smartest Girl’ (RKO) and Fats 
Waller band. Around $16,000, so-so. 
Last week ‘Winterset’ (RKO) wasn’t 
so hot at $21,200 for eight days. 

Reosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Light Brigade’ (WB). Opened | 
Saturday (5) and aiming at good 
$21,000. Last week ‘Come Get Ii’ 
(UA) concluded two excellent pe- 
riods with $11.200. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700: 25-35- | 
40)—‘Love Letters’ (Cap) and vaude. 
Nearly $19,000 currently, big. Last 
week ‘House Secrets’ (Cap) tremen- | 
dous at $19.800, mostly on three-reel 
‘Can’t Get Away With It’ (U). 

United Artists (BRK-MG) (1.700- 
35-55-75 )—Bern to Dance’ (MC) (%d | 
week). Holding to good $15.009 cur- 
rently, following swell $23.400 or | 
initial seven days. ‘Love on Run’ 
(MG) next. 


‘PENNIES’-‘LEGION’ 66, 
BANJO’ $4,500, L’VILLE 


Louisville, Dec. 8. 
Christmas slump has started earlier 
this year, and the boys are begin- | 
ning to dust off the old alibis. Com- | 
munity Chest and drives by various 
lucheon clubs, all throwing free af- 
fairs to stimulate interest, plus usual 
distractions, look to make theatre 
men plenty blue until after Xmas. 
‘Pennies From Heaven’ will take 
top money this week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’s) (1,500: 
15-25-40 )—‘F lying Hostess’ (U) and 
Love Letters’ (U), dual. No better | 
than $2,000. light. Last week ‘Love 
on Run’ (MG) (2d run) took medium 
$2,200 


ul 








: Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
Ramona’ (20th) and ‘Wives Never 
Know’ (Par), dual. Just fair at $1,- 
. Last week ‘Stage Struck’ (FN) 
and ‘China Clipper’ (FN), dual, solit- 
ting with ‘Mary of Scotland’ (RKO} 
and ‘Two in a Crowd’ (U), dual, nice, 
$1,800. 
: Loew's State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
Pennies’ (Col) and ‘Legion of Ter- 
ror’ (Col), dual. Nice week at $6,- 
000. Last week ‘Theodora’ (Col) and 
Mad Holiday’ (MG), dual, above av- 
erage, $5,800. 
Mary Andersen (Libson) (1,000; 
15-25-40)—Three Men on Horse’ 
(FN) (2d week). Holding up well 
at $3.700. following smash $7,500 on 
first week. 
Ohio (Settos) 
Us’ (WB) 
York’ (U). 


(900: 15)—‘Irish in 
and ‘Happened in New 
dual, splitting with ‘Mou- 
lin Rouge’ (Par) and ‘Music Is 
Magic’ (20th », dual. Some holiday 
trade to help, but won't better weak 
$700. Last week ‘Pro Soldier’ (20th) 
and ‘Always Tomorrow’ (U), dual. 
Splitting with ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
(20th) and ‘Country Doctor’ (20th), 
dual, ns.h. at S800. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3.000: 15-25- 

Jungle Princess’ (Par) and 


| ing Girls’ 


| used sledge-hammers on it. 


| trade, $3,200. 
(Par) and ‘Give My Life’ 


| Revue’ unit above average, $17,600. 





Loop Slows Down. 


} 





‘Jane Turner’ (RKO), dual. Not so 
forte double bill at $4,200, below av- 
erage. Last week ‘Hideaway Girl’ 
(Par) and ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par), dual, 


| just fair at $4,100. 


Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15-25- 
40)—Banjo on Knee’ (20th) and 
‘March of Time.’ ‘Banjo’ received 
some good exploitation and is head- 
ing for good $4,500. Last week ‘White 
Hunter’ (20th) and ‘Laughing at 
Trouble’ (20th), dual, light, $3,100. 


WEST AND XMAS 
BIG IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 
Biggest Christmas-shopping crowds 
seen in six years are traffic-jamming 
the sector, theatres 
are feeling it in form of pacl.ed mat- 
inees. Evening biz slipping a bit, but | 
no complaints along the line. 


downtown and 


Two that are going vuver the $20,- 
000 mark are ‘Go West, Young Man,’ 
at State, and Palace’s 
Knee’ with vaude. 

Estimates for This Week | 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40 )—‘Miss- 

(Chest). At least $6,500, | 


‘Banjo on My 


excellent considering how cricks 


‘Wanted: | 


Jane Turner’ (RKO) took $5,500 in | 
five days, all right. ‘Here Comes | 
Carter’ (WB) skidded to $1,200 in 


two days. | 
Cirele (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) | 


—lI Stand Condemned’ (UA) and | 
‘Three Married Men’ (Par). Dual | 
first-runners satisfactory for nabe 


Last week ‘Lady 
Careful’ 
(Par) (dual), $3,000. 


Hipp (Warners) (3,700: 30-40)— 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col). Much 
better than Crosby’s last musicals; | 


| $18,500, due to brace of hit songs. | 


‘Three Men on Horse’ (WB) last 
week pranced in with neat $16,500. 
Palace (RKO) (3.200: 30-60)— 
‘Banjo on My Knee’ (WB) 
Mitchell and Durant in ‘Laff Parade’ 
vaude unit. One of season’s best 
bills, but pix most instrumental for 
handsome $20,000. Last week ‘Re- | 
union’ (20th) and ‘Hollywood Hetel 


State (Loew's) (3,450: 35-40-55 )— 
‘Go West, Young Man’ (Par). Swell 
$21.500. with Thursday onvenin~. Last 
week ‘Love on the Run’ (MG) on 
h.o9., only the second one for house 
this year, collected $16,500, fine. 





Be | 


plus | 


EVERYTHING BUT PIX 


Bank Nite to Basketball in B’k!lyn— 
‘Run’ Gets $18,000 








Brooklyn, Dec. 8. 
Downtown sector buzzing with all 
sorts of extra attractions in addi- 
tion to those dual flickers on screens. 


Bank nites still going strong, ama- 
teur shindigs holding up well at 


Fabian’s Fox, and RKO Albee: Com- 


munity sings continue clicking at 
Fabian Strand; basketball game on 


stage of Fabian’s Par Friday nights, 
doing socko biz with 30% increase 
over last year’s attendance. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (25-35-55)—Reunion’ (20th) 
and ‘White Hunter’ (20th). Opens 
today (Tuesday). Last week ‘As 
You Like It’ (RKO) and ‘Chan at 
Opera’ (RKO), $14,000, okay. 

Fex (4.000: 25-35-55)—Theodora 
(Col) and ‘Career Woman’ (20th). 


Excellent at $19,000. 
Relations’ (MGM) 


Last week ‘Our 
ind ‘In His Steps’ 


| 
| 
| 


(GN), $11,000, weakish. 

Loew’s Met—‘Love on tun’ 
(MGM). Splendid $18,000. Last 
week ‘Tarzan Escapes’ (MGM) and 
‘Magnificent Brute’ (U), $15,000, 
passable. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Go 
West’ (Par) and ‘Wedding Present’ | 
(Par). Opened yesterday (Monday ). | 


Last week ‘Light Brigade’ (WB) and 


‘Polo Joe’ (WB) (2d week), $21,000, 
| big. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Accus- 
ing Finger’ (Par) and ‘Brian Kent’ 
(20th ). Doing $9,500, fine. Last 
| week ‘Legion of Terror’ (Col) and 
'*‘Call of Prairie’ (Par), excellent, 
$12,000. 


PENNIES’ PLUS 


STAGE SHOW, | 


186, STL. 


St. Louis, Dec. 8. 


| ‘Winterset’ 


Ambassador, with ‘Pennies From | 


Heaven’ and pit band show, Fox 
with ‘Three Men Gn a Horse’ and 
‘Flying Hostess’ are fighting it out 
currently. Loew’s has another h.o. 





more kopecs to wow first week. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,018: 25-40- 
55)—‘Pennies’ (Col) and stage show. 
Pointing to $18,000, swell biz. Last 
week ‘Go West’ (Par) and 
show, okay, $16,500. 
Fex (F&M) (5.038: 25-35-55)— 
‘Three Men (Gn Horse’ (FN) and 
‘Flying Hostess’ (U). Getting $17.5090., 


(WB) and ‘Fugi- 


Only $6,500, be- 


‘One Way Passage’ 
tive In Sky’ (WB). 


} 


in ‘Love On the Rua,’ which is adding | 


| 
} 


stage | 


Xmas Denting Bway a Bit but ‘Born 


To Bance’ Sock $53,900; ‘Rembrandt’ 
Che 306, ‘Winterset’ 726, ‘Llayds’ 156 


With the Christmas shopping sea- 
son under way, the quarters are get- 


ting fewer and fewer for pictures, 
only those with outstanding seduc- 


tion powers being able to withstand 
of Santa Claus. The cost of 
to fill Xmas stockings isn’t 


the lure 


preparing 


all that’s got most of the cashier 
leaning on their elbows A con- 
tinual rain on Sunday (6) and ar- 


rival of a cold snap on top of it has 
the girls drowsy at some of the 
ticket windows. 

In spite of the fact a severe drop 
is normally expected every year be- 
Christmas, with conditions 
vastly improved and the department 


fore 


stores jammed with people, down- 
town theatres are predicting a pre- 
Xmas session this December that 


will be much the best since 1929. 

‘Born to Dance’ is the week’s out- 
stander. With Eleanor Powell and 
Major Bowes making a personal ap- 
pearance opening day (Friday), it 
got off to a flying start and on the 
first seven days wili hit an 
$53,000. Plan is to hold picture 
through to Xmas. Of the other new 
pictures, ‘Rembrandt,’ at the Rivoli 
is second best and at $30,000 first 
week ending last night (Tues.) turn: 
in a nice profit. It goes at least two 
more weeks through the pre-Christ- | 
mas lull. ‘Rembrandt’ is getting a 
much larger play at night than on 
matinees. 

Two major first-run disappointers 
are ‘Winterset,’ housed at the Music 
Hall, and ‘Luckiest Girl in the 
World,’ Roxy’s poorest pick in 
months. In spite of good notices, 
probably will not set 
over $72,000,. while ‘Luckiest Girl’ is 
so unlucky it is unlikely to reach 
$30,000, perilously close to red. 

The first full week of ‘Lloyds of 
London,’ essaying a $2 twice-daily 
run at the Astor at a crucial time 
produced $15,100, not smash, but 
satisfactory. First five days on the 
second week at hand is $8,300. a 
somewhat slower pace, but okay. 
This picture, together with 


easy 


‘Rem- 
brandt’ and possibly ‘Winterset,’ are 


less baitful for the masses than 
others, which may explain. the 
slower gait. 

Two holdovers, both _ profitable, 


“Thre? 
and 


though not outstanding, are 
Men an a Horse’ at the Strand 


i Go West. Young Man,’ latter endin~ 


+. 


its third (final) week at the Par las’ 
night (Tues.). “Three Men’ knoc'xe 
down a smashy $43,000 on its firs’ 
week, but is being slowed un on the 
second turn, slackened speed ind'ca‘- 


|ing no more than about $25,009. It) 


| “oes through to Christmas. however. 


fine. Last week ‘Reunion’ (20th) 
|and ‘In His Steps’ (GN), $13,500, | 
good. 

Leew’s (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Love On Run’ (MG) (2d week)./' 
Tacking on nice $11,500 to sock 
$20,500 opener. 
| Missouri (F&M) (3214; 25-40)— 


| 
j 


j 
| 
| 
| 


with ‘Gold Diggers’ opening on the 
holid-v morn. 

Arthur Mayer fattened his bap’ 
account a little with ‘Rose Bowl,’ | 
which went out of his Rialto Mw- 
day night (7) after gettin $7.200. | 
House brought in ‘Plot’ Thickens’ | 
yesterday morning (Tuesday). E-- 
neriment of the Criterion with | 
double bills of first runs is far from | 
being the ticket on the first week of | 


the policy, but it may build and the | 


} 


Stiliman (Loew's) (1,872: 25-35)— | low average. Last week ‘Black Cat’ 
Love on Run’ (MG). Shifted from | (FN) and “Isle of Fury’ (WB), fair, | 
State for a third week: $7.500, swell. | $7,500 
‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par) last week | Orpheum (F&M) (1.950: 25-35-55) 
caught $5,800, good. —‘Go West’ (Par) (2d run). Getting 

$8,000, okay. Last week ‘Word Fur 

Carrie’ (Par), disappointing, £5,200. 

BANID’ ON K¢ DUAL Shubert-Rialts (F&M) (1.725; 20- 
oe 25)—‘Arizona Raiders’ (Par) and 


$10,060; ‘THEO’ $12,500 


Kansas City, Dec. 8. 
‘Steady biz this week, with ‘Theo- 
dora’ topping on Midland’s dual bill. 
‘Eanjo On My Knee’; dualling at 
Mainstreet, also coming in for nice 
play. 

All first runs with exception of 
Midland pooling in a single car give- 
away, one each week for three 
weeks. Should have desired effect by 
building late week grosses, but may 
give b. o.’s a jerky tempo by sagging 
early in the week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Mainstreet (RKO) 
‘Banjo on Knee’ (20th) and ‘Easy to 
Take’ (Par), dual. Showing strength 
at $10,000. Last week ‘Reunion’ 
(20th) and ‘One Way Passage’ (WB) 
(reissue) on first week of dual pol- 
icy, okay, $9,500. 

Midland 





(Loew) (4,000: 25-40)— 
‘Theodora’ (Col) and ‘Mad Holiday’ 
(MG). Best in town at $12,500. Last 
week ‘Love on Run’ (MG) turned in 
nifty $19,500. 
Newman 
‘Woman 


(Par) (1,900: 25-40)— 
Rebels’ (RKO) and ‘March 
of Time.’ Low $5,500. Last week 
‘Go West’ (Par) (2d run?) compara- 
tively better here than on first run 
at Mainstreet: $7,000, good. 
Tower (Rewot-Fox) (2.200; 
‘Luckiest Girl’ (U) and vaude. 
Profitable at $7.200. Last week ‘Big 
Game’ (RKO) bagged swell! $8,100. 
Uptown (Fox) (2.030: 25-40) —‘Fly- 
ing Hostess’ (U) and ‘Down Stretch’ 
(FN). Average $3.800. Last 
‘Dixie’ (20th) and ‘Black Cat’ 
53,000, fair, for e 


25 )— 


(WB), 


ght days. 


(3,200; 25-40 )— 


‘Devil On Horsehack’ 
$3,500 for this dualer. 
‘Daniel Boone’ (RKO) and ‘Country 


(GN). 


Gent’ (Rep), $3,300. below averaze. 
St. Leonis (F&-M) (4,000; 25-40)— 





show. Nice at 88.200. Last 
week ‘Dimples’ (20th) (2d run) and 
| stage show, $7,800, average. 


| 
| 
| 


stage 


Light | 
Last week | 


| 
| 


Edward VIII’ (GB) and ‘Lov> in! 
Exile’ (GB). While B. S. Mass 
lend Harry Charnas have b="; 


‘Cain and Mabel’ (WB) (2d run) and} 


‘ 


man?gement will continue it to studv 
nossihilities. {nitial twin bill of 
‘Tundra’ and ‘King of Hockey.” onlv 
*5.000. The new pair is ‘Life of Kir~ 


hevint somewhat of a strugele with 
the Crit, not the least of which i>! 
setting nroduct, they are determined 
to battle their way alone and are} 
not entertaining various proposi- 


‘Hideaway with Phil Baker on Stage 


$28,000, Winterset’ H.0. $13,000, Boston 


Boston, Dec. 9. 


Tepid trade all over town, with| 
two holdovers and mediocre product. 
Met is standout with Phil Baker 


on stage and ‘Hideaway Girl.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3.000; 35-50-65 )— 
‘Without Orders’ (RKO> and ‘Shoot- 
ing High’ unit. Shooting for medium 
$18,500. Last week $49,600 for six 
days of Eddie Cantor on stage and 
‘Smariest Girl’ (RKO). and one day 
(Sunday) of ‘Smartest Girl’ and 
‘Mummy's Boy’s’ (RKO), dual. Can- 
tor’s gross alone was $435,800. 


Fenway (M & P») (1,400; 25-55-40- 
50 )—‘ Dixie’ (20th) and “Murder with 
Pictures’ (Par), dual. Okay $6,000. 
Last week very good $9.000. with 
‘White Hunter’ (20th) and ‘Lady Be 
Careful’ (Par). 

Keith Memorial (RKO) 


(2.900; 25- 
\- 


‘Winterset’ (RKO) (2d week) 


35-50) 


Around $13,000. Opening week, eight 
days so0d S°OQ 009 
Metropelitan (4.500 35-50-65 )- 


j‘Hideaway Girl (Par) and 


| Baker on stage. Good night biz. but 


Phil 


| $8,000. 


weelend. 
(20th) 
last 


light matinee draw over 
Medium $28,000. ‘Reunion’ 
and Horace Heidt band sagged 
week to $23,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000: 25-35-49- 
50)—Love on Run’ (MG) (2d week). 
slipping to around $13,000, but satis- 
factory. Good $19,400 last week. 

Paramount (M & P) (1,800: 25-35- 
50 )— Dixie’ (20th-Fox) and “Murder 
with Pix’ (Par), double. Okay at 
Last week $15.000, crowdin 
house record, for ‘White Hunter’ 
(20th) and ‘Lady Be Careful’ (Par), 
dual. 

Seollay (M & P) 
50)—White Hunter’ 
Three Men on Horse’ 
runs), dual. Average $7.200. ‘Word 
for Carrie’ (Par) and ‘Pigskin Pa- 
rade’ (20th) (2d runs), double, good 
$8.500 last week. 

State (Loew) (3.500; 25-35-40-50) 
Leve on Run’ (MG) (2d week) 
for $10,000, okay, First 
week dandy, $16,500. 


(2.700: 25-35-40- 
(20th) and 
(WB). (2d 


Heading 


| ducl 
| werd VIII’ (GB) and ‘Love in Exile’ 


toes close to the s*or~s of red, 


tions offered them on deals for the 
house. Management believes that if 
it can squeeze thrcugh to Christmas, 
with Jimmy Cagney’s ‘Great Guy’ 
cad other pictures bought, the Crit 
may start to gather momentum. 
Except for the Criterion’s duo, to- 


day’s only opener is ‘Pennies from 
Heaven’ at the Par. Art Shaw or- 
ehestra, with Peg La Centra. Al 


P 
2 


‘nie and Jane Coope 
with it. Par’s most 

yn, the State, this week is 
iterably, under its recent average, 
only about $22,009 being in pros- 

ct for ‘Valiant the Word for 
Carrie’ and, Harry 
Richman. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Lloyds of London’ (20th) (2d week), 
On first week $15,190, pretty good, 
but off a bit so far on second stanza, 
first five days take beins $8,300. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-55-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG). Musical may 
be held back a bit by shopping and 
weather but at $53,030 on first week, 
it is still a bangun first in this week's 
N. Y. Handicap. Plans holdover un- 
til Christmas (25). ‘Love on Run’ 
(MG), held over for eight days, 
around $35,000, good. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55-65)— 
‘Tundra’ (Syndi) and ‘King of 
Hockey’ (WB), both Ist run. Initial 
brace of first runs does not give 
policy an auspicious start. under 
55.000. ‘White Hunter’ (20th), pre- 
decessor, singly, around $9,000. New 
bill today ‘Life of King Ed- 


are in the nit 
TIOUS ODDOsSI|- 


CON 


is 
on the 


stage 


(GB). 

Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘Light 
Brigade’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Chan 
at Opera’ (20th) (ist run), doubled. 
Comb. doing pretty well, possibly 
$10,000. Last week’s pair, ‘Ladies in 
Love’ (20th) (2d run) end ‘Smartest 


Girl in Town’ (REO) (lst run), 
just under $9,500, ekay. 
Paramount (3,964; 25-35-55-85)— 


‘Go West, Young Man’ (Par) and Al 
Donahue band unit (2d week). Final 
(3rd) week for Mae West picture, 
expiring last night (Tues.), good at 
$22,000 in spite of being held down 
by un-boxoffice cenditiens. Second 
vreek, $33,800. which makes it nearly 
$104,000 for the 21-day run, a flock 
cf cartwheels. ‘Pennie: from Heaven’ 
(Col) opens today (Wled.). pit hold- 
ing Art Shaw band and specialty 
artists. 

Tr. C. Musie Hall 
§9-$1.65 )—Winterset’ 
steve show. Advance hones were 
for much better than the mild 
572,000 indicated, smaller than aver- 
av’e profit. Last wc on holdover 
of ‘Garden of Alith’ (UA) the 
wheels turned srw xilv. $90,000, 
beating first wee’:’s °S3.090. 

Wiatto (750; 25-40-"3»—‘Plot Thick- 
ens’ (RKO). Ushered in here yester- 
cay (Tues.) after a seven days’ 
$7,200, okay, for ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par). 
Previous picture, ‘Pod Holiday’ 
(MG), managed to »>t up to $7.500. 

Rivoli (2,09%: 25-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA). Leughion for- 
cion-made would be mare except for 
eucront b. o. drrwhbacks but good 
=t £20,000 on first wee's up to last 
nisht (Tues.). Gees at least three 
weeks. Third-fircl wee of ‘Come 
ard Get It? (UA) wvas 414.000, oke. 

Roxy (5,836: 25-45-15-75 )}—Lucki- 
et Girl in World’ (U) and stage 
shew. The mana ‘ment aint talk- 
in« this week. nrobebly this side of 
“90.000 and thet mens etting the 
*Re- 
urion’ (20th). on ei*ht days, finished 
fest in stretch to “--ac’ as much as 
%46.300. ‘Banjo on Mv Knee’ (20th) 
tries its luck Friday (11). 

Strand (2. 767° 49-~*-°5-°9)—'Three 
Men on Horse’ (¥/B) (2d week). 
Roraped home a ‘iv virner on its 
first seven davs. %°°.099. but slowed 
up a little, as to *e exnected. on 
second lap, arourd 95.000. Stays 
threucth to *mas. "> or olans. 

State (3,450; 25-53-73)—Carrie’” 
(Par) (2d run) an”. ©» stave. Harry 
Rieimen. Going a J'le under re- 
eent avera’es. orsbcbly not more 
than $22,000, bu* ov. Last week 
‘Biv Broadcast’ (Por) (24 run) and 
vaur’e headed by Fv lle Taylor and 
Vork and King. close to $238,000, 
400d. 


(5,989: 40-60-35- 
(RKO) and 


FLYING STUDIO 


George O’Brien Swans Off Horse te 
Make Calif. Location Spots 


H oily wood, Dec. 8. 
George O’Brien, featured in George 
A. Hirliman’s ‘Park Avenue Logger,’ 
used a flying studio to grab off foot- 
age. Company chartered an airliner 
to make the hops. 


Unit, which included David How- 
ard, director; Beatrice Roberts, lead- 
ing femme, and Frank Good, came 
eraman, hopped to Eureka, Calif, 
thence to Grant's Pass in Oregon, 
and to Bellingham. Wash... on a Sie 


Good also grabbed 


film. 


schedule 
i some air shots for the 


day 





eas 
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Films Have to Be Good to Get Biz 


| 


In Frisco: Strike Costs $100,000,000 


San Francisco, Dec. 8. 

Maritime strike which is now in its 
second month, and which has already 
set the town back over $100,000,000, 
is having a bad effect on some of the 
theatres. With the exception of 
houses with oustanding attractions, 
biz is pretty sad. 

‘Love on the Run’ will do okay by 
the Warfield this week. Fox looks 
set for better returns with ‘Banjo on 
My Knee.’ Paramount is angling for 
repeat trade on the second week of 
‘Born to Dance’ by changing the sec- 
ond picture on the holdover, replac- 
ing ‘Longest Night’ with ‘Rose Bowl.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1,512; 30- 
35-40 )—‘Winterset’?’ (RKO) (2d run) 
and ‘Southern Maid’ (All-Star) (2d 
week). After healthy first week at | 
the Golden Gate, ‘Winterset’ was 
moved here. English-made Bebe 
Daniels pic was brought in to offset | 
the loss of the Major Bowes unit, | 
which did not figure in the move- 


over. Geared for okay $5,000. Last | 
week (4th) ‘Gambling with Souls’ | 
(IFD) and ‘Caesarian Operation’ | 
(IFD), good, $3,000. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 25-35-40)— | 
‘Banjo on Knee’ (20th) and ‘Hide- 


away Girl’ (Par). Good $16,000. Last 
week ‘White Hunter’ (20th) and ‘Mr. | 
Cinderella’ (MGM) terrible at less 
than $12,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 30-35- | 
40)—‘Jane Turner’ (RKO). Average | 
at $14,500. Last week scale upped | 
15c on ‘Winterset’ (RKO) and Bowes | 
unit, nice $20,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) | 
—‘Theodora’ (Col) and ‘Flying Host- 
ess’ (U) (2d week). Clicking at $10,- 
000. Last week great $15,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-35- 
40)—‘Born to Dance’ (MGM) and! 
‘Rose Bowl’ (Par) (2d week). Ex- 
cellent $14,000. Last week big $21,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-35- 
46)—‘Polo Joe’ (WB) and ‘Dixie’ 
(20th) (2d run). Very poor $4,000. 
Had nothing else to bring in, so 
moved this pair over from the War- 
field after floppo week at that house. 
Last week ‘Go West’ (2d week) (Par) 
and ‘Bulidog Edition’ (Rep) better 
than average at $6,000. 

United Artists (UA-Cohen) (1,200; 
25-4C)—‘Come _ and Get It’ (4th) 
week). Small nut at this house | 
makes $4,000 profitable. Last week | 
okay at $5,200. | 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40)— 
‘Love on Run’ (MGM) and ‘Black 





Cat’ (WB). Running into high terri- 
tory at $20,000. Last week ‘Polo Joe’ | 


(WB) and ‘Dixie’ (20th) sad $11,500. 


‘PICADILLY JIM’ BEST 
IN SYDNEY; B.0.’S OFF 


Sydney, Nov. 16. 

‘Piccadilly Jim’ (M-G) is grossing 
about the biggest coin in town. ‘Show 
Boat’ (U) is now regarded as an in- 
stitution and will remain over Xmas, 
at least. Biz is easing everywhere, 
however, and is not expected to take 
much of a lift until just prior to the 








commencement of the festive season. | 


‘Great Ziegfeld’ (M-G) moves out 
after seven weeks, with ‘His Broth- 
er’s Wife’ (M-G) replacing. 


out, with ‘Song of Freedom’ (GB) 
next in. Great Barrier’s ‘White 
Death’ opened during the week, but 
can’t hope for much. ‘Fury’ (M-G) 
went into the hit class and stayed 
three weeks to great trade. 


two weeks. ‘Ramona’ (Fox) swung 
into a third stanza but will be outed 
‘for ‘Anthony Adverse’ (WB). 


Present crop of British pix will not 
mean much to thé b.o., with low 
trade in vogue. They include ‘Three 
Maxims’ (AD), ‘Ourselves Alone’ 
(AD), ‘Amazing Quest of Ernest 
Bliss’ (AD), ‘Fame’ (AD), ‘Crimson 
Circle’ (AD). 


Melbourne, Nov. 16. 

With the end of the racing carni- 
val, biz has commenced to siip here 
and will probably remain low for a 
couple of weeks. However, the man- 
agers can’t grow]. 

Current lineup includes ‘Great 
Ziegfeld’ (M-G), ‘Street Singer’s 
Serenade’ (AD), ‘“ury’ (M-G), ‘Man 
Who Broke Pank’ (Fox), ‘Petrified 
Forest’ (WB). ‘Three Maxims’ (AD), 
‘Beloved Vagabond’ (AD), ‘Marriaze 
of Corbal’ (AD) and ‘13 Hours by 
Air’ (Par). 





Bretherton’s ‘Haul’ 


, Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Howard Bretherton will direct the 
John Wayne starrer, ‘Short Haul,’ 
for Trem Carr at Universal. Brether- 
ton was loaned bv Sol Lesser. 
Picture is due for start this week. 


‘Sweet 
Aloes’ (WB) didn't do much and is 


‘Stage 
Struck’ (WB) is good for only about 





| 


DENVER GIVES ‘THEO’ | 


$10,500, ‘SPELL’ $2,000 


Denver, Dec. 8. 

‘Theodora’ at the Denver is doing 
right well. ‘Go West, Young Man,’ 
at the Denham, is still okay in its 
second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40- 
50)—‘Under Your Spell’ (20th). Fair 
$2.000. Last week ‘East Meets West’ 
(GB), big, $5,000. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—‘East Meets West’ (GB) (2d run). 
Good $2.500. Last week ‘Come and 
Get It’ (UA) (2d run), good, $2,500. 

Center (Allan) (1,500; 15-20-25)— | 
‘Down to Sea’ (Rep) and ‘Two in a 
Crowd’ (U), plus stage show. Fair | 
at $2.000. Last week ‘Boss Rider’ | 
(U). ‘My Man Godfrey’ (U), and} 
stage show, nice, $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- | 
40)—‘Go West’ (Par) (2d week). | 
Holding up for $6,500. Last week 
stood them up for $10,000. 





Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-40- 
50)—‘Theodora’ (Col) and _= stage 
band. Very good $10,500. Last week 


‘Reunion’ (20th) failed to click; only | 
$5,000 | 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) | 
—Born to Dance’ (MG) and ‘Our |} 
Relations’ (MG) (2d week). Getting 
by with $4,000. Last week big $11,500. | 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40 )—‘Carter’ (WB) and ‘Isle of Fury’ 
(FN). Fair $3,000. Last week ‘Craig’s 
Wife’ (Col) and ‘Lady from Nowhere’ | 
(Col), fine, $4,000. 


REMBRANDT’ OK 
AT $10,000 
INWASH. 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
Bad weather and approaching pre- 








this week. No complete flops, but 
everything below exnectations. 


‘Rembrandt’ at Keith’s opened so- | 


|so but is building steadily. Earle} 
jis leading town with ‘Go West, | 
Young Man.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Belasco (Radin) (1,100; 25-35-50)— 
‘Gypsies’ (Amkino). Russian film 
sold as ‘inside’ on real gypsies and 
fetting passeble $2,600. Last week 


‘Broken Blossoms’ (Imp.), good, 
$3.500. 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘Our Relations’ (MG) and vaude 


with Ethel Waters and Lucky Mil- 
iinder band. Light $18,000. Last 
week ‘White Hunter’ (20th), floppo, 


$15.000. 
| Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
\‘Tarzan Escapes’ (MG) (2d run). 

Last week 


Heading for oke $4,300. 
(2d run), big 


‘Libeled Ledy’ (MG) 
$7.000. eisht days. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60-70) 
—Go West’ (Par) and vaude with 
Clyde Lutes band. Good $18,000. 
Last week ‘Theodora’ (Col), nice 


$21.000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 25-35-60)— 
‘Rembrandt’ (WA). Buildir~ towarc 


(Continued on page 27) 
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| holiday slump taking toll at the b.o. | 





National Ist Runs 





UNIVERSAL 

‘Conflict,’ Ritz, Albany, 10; 
Orph, Salt L, 16; State, Dayton, 
18: State, Chat’no’ga, 31; Lan- 
sing, Lansing, Jan. 1; Bijou, Sa- 
vannah, 11; Orph, Topeka, Feb. 
10. 

‘Three Smart Girls,’ Grand, 


Col’m’bs, 25; Beacon, Van- 
couver, 25; Lafayette, Buff, 
25: Crown, Mobile,. 31; Alvin, 
Pitt, 31; Orph, S. F, Jan. 1; 
Roxy, N. Y, 8; Ambass, St. L, 8. 
‘Flying Hostess,’. Eckel, Sy’- 
cuse, 11; Shubert, Cincy, 11; 
Branford, Newark, 11; Fulton, 
Pitt, 16; Orph, Salt L, 17; Albee, 
Prov, 18; Proctor’s, Troy, 18; 
Princess, Nashv'le, 28; Strand, 


Stamf’d, 31. 


WARNER BROS. 


of Hockey, Park, 
11; State, Johnst’n, 


‘King 
Youngst'n, 
16. 

UNITED ARTISTS 

‘Come and Get It,’ Fox, Spo- 
kane, 10; Alabama, B’ham, 11; 
Par, Cedar R, 11; Strand, Scran- 
ton, 11; Proctor’s, Troy, 11; Em- 
pire, Fall R, 12; Worth, Ft. 
Worth, 12; Florida, Jacksonv’le, 
19; Queen, Wilm’ngt’n, 25; Tenn, 


Knoxville, 29. 
‘Garden of Allah,’ Warner, 
M’waukee, 24; Cap, Wash, 24; 


Grand, Atlanta, 25; Cent, Balto, 
25; State, Bos, 25; Gt. Lakes, 
Buff, 25; Loew’s, Dayt’n, 25; Ar- 
cade, Jacksonv’le, 25; State, 
L’ville, 25; State, N. O, 25; Col, 
Reading, 25; Loew’s, Richm’nd, 
25: Loew’s, ‘Wilm’ngt’n, 25; Tiv- 
oli, Chat’no’ga, 27; Denver, Den- 
ver, 31; Madison, Det, 31; Queen, 
Galvest’n, Jan. 1. 

‘Gay Desperado,’ Plaza, El 
Paso, 9; Ritz, Albany, 11; Cap, 
Scrant’n, 11; Loew’s, Toronto, 
18; Midwest, Oklahoma C, 18; 
Loew’s, Cant’n, 18; Plaza, Little 
R, 20. 

‘Rembrandt,’ State, Houston, 
11; State, Memphis, 11; Col, 
Reading, 11; Pal, Roch’st’r, 11; 
Lincoln, Trent’n, 11; Loew’s, 
Wilm’ngt’n, 11; Warner, M'wau- 
kee, 17; Grand, Atlanta, 18; Cent, 
Balto, 18; Pal. Cincy, 18; Pal, 
Ind’apolis, 18; Midland, K. C, 18; 
State. L’ville, 18; State, Norfolk, 


18: Tampa, Tampa, 19; Four 
Star, L. A, 25. 
PARAMOUNT 











Comparative Grosses for November 


Total estimated grosses during November for towns and houses listed 
as previously reported weexly. Dates given are the closing days of the 




























































































‘Hideaway Girl,’ Par, Seattle, 
10; State, Mpls, 10; Mich, Det, 
11; Newman, K.C., 11; Ambass, 
St. L., 18; Orient’l, Chi, Jan. 15. 

‘College Holiday,’ Denham, 
Denver, 22; Chi, Chi, 25; Mich, 
Det, 25; Newman, K. C, 25 and 
Jan. 1; Ambass, St. L, 25; Minn, 
Mpls, 25. 

‘Plainsman,’ Chi, Chi, Jan. 1 
and 8; Denham, Denver, 1 and 8; 
Minn, Mpls, Jan. 1. 

‘Jungle Princess,’ Par, N. 
Haven, 11; Newman, K. C, 18; 
Missouri, St. L, Jan. 1. 














PAR’S POSTAL TELLY CHECK 


Paramount is the first major to 
conclude arrangements for the 
checking of percentage engagements 
on its pictures by the Interstate 
Checking Service. 

This company, a subsidiary of Pos- 
tal Telegraph. was recently formed 






























































as a competitor to Ross Federal Bu- | 


reau. 





Post-Turkey Reaction and H. 0.’'s Hold 
Philly Down; Joe’ $12,500, Devil’ $2,000 





Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 
Naturrl reaction after the big holi- 
|; day rush is evident downtown for 
| the current week. Holdovers will 
| help hold down the average, al- 
— most of them are doing very 
; well. , 
Fridey only had two openings, 
| ‘Devil on Horseback’ at the Kearlton 
'and ‘Polo Joe’ at the Earle. Even 
| the Sirnton has a revival—‘One Way 
| Passage.’ 
‘Rembranct’ was skedded for to- 
| morrow (Wednesday) at the Aldine 
but has been put off another week. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1300: 40-55-65)—‘Garden 
of Allah’ (UA) (2d week). Good 
$10.000 after first week’s sensational 
$19.500. 

Arcadia (600: 25-40-50)—‘Presi- 
dent’s Mystery’ (Rep). One of this 
little theatre's rare first runs. Opened 
today (Tuesday). Last week ‘Word 
for Carrie’ (Par), subsequent, okay, 
$2.200. 

Boyd . (2.400: 40-55) —‘Adventure in 








Manhattan’ (Col). Mild $9,500. Last 





week, ‘Love on Run’ 
week), swell. $17.500. 
Earle (2.000: 25-40-55)—‘Polo Joe’ 


(MG) 


(WB). Fairish $12,500. Last week. 
‘Theodora’ (Col) (2d run), good, 
$16.000. 


Fox (3,000: 40-55-65)—Three Men 


on Horse’ (WB) (2d week). Good 
$18,000 and may stay a third. Last 
week $30,000. big. 

Karlton (1.000: 25-25-40 )\—‘Devil on 


Horseback’ (GN). Not over $2.000. 
Last week. ‘Light Brigade’ (WB) (2d 
run), rousing $4,800. 

Keith’s (2.000: 
thing Thunder’ 
unusual here. Tenid. $2,100. 
week, ‘Reunion’ (20th) (2d run). 
$3,000, not up to most holiday week 
biz here. 


30-40-50 )\—‘Every- 
(GB). First run, 


Last 


Stanley (3.700: 40-55)—Born to 
Dance’ (MG) (2d week). Doing 
nicely; $17,000. and may hold. Last | 


week, hot, $34,500. 
Stanton (1.700: 230-40-50)—'One 


Way Passage’ (WB) -‘revival). Fair 














(2d | 















































at $5.000. Last week, ‘Hideaway Girl’ | 


(Par) didn’t get much Thanksgiving 
gravy; $5,800, 














week. 
NEW YORK 
Nov. 5 Nov. 12 | Nov. 19 Nov. 26 
MUSIC A Woman As You Theodora Garden of 
HALL Rebels Like It Goes Wild Allah 
(5,989; 40-60-85- $66,000 $61,000 $79,000 $88,000 
99-$1.15) (Stage Show) 
High. $154,800 
Low. 44,000 me 

PARA- Big Broadcast| Broadcast Broadcast Go West — 

MOUNT $45,000 $30,000 $25,000 Young Man 
(3,664; 25-35-55- | (Clyde Lucas | (Lucas Orch.) | (Lucas Orch.) $49,000 

85) Orch.) 3d week) (4th week) |(Al Donahue 
| High. $103,860 (2d week) Orch.) 
Low.. 8,000 hand 
ROXY East Mects | Girl on Front Pigskin Parade _ 
(5,886; 25-42-55- West Page Parade $33,000 
75) $30,000 $33,000 $43,600 (6 days) 
High. $173,650 | (Stage Show) (2d week) 
Low.. 5,200 hot et 

CAPITOL Libeled Lady Lady Tarzan 

(4,620; 25-35-55- Lady $30,000 $18,000 Escapes 
85) $55,000 (2d week) (6 days) $20,000 

High. $110,400 (3d week) 

Low.. 7,000 

STRAND Charge Light Brigade Brigade Brigade 
(2,767; 40-85-09) Biigade $25,000 $20,000 $9,000 
High. $81,200 $42,700 (2d week) (3d week) (4 days) 
Low.. 5,000) Bae ae me Sas ____.|_ (4th week). 

CHICAGO 
Nov. 5 Nov. 12 Nov. 19 Nov. 26 

CHICAGO Adventure in Big Broadcast Go West 
(4,000; 35-55-75) Manhattan Broadcast $26,100 Young Man. 
High. $75,000 $23,600 $39,900 (2d week) $30,000 
Low.. 18,500) (Stage Show) 

PALACE Don’t Turn Gay Woman Luckiest Girl 
(2,500; 35-55-75) "Em Loose Desperado Rebels in World 
High. $35,200 $18,000 $19,200 $19,400 $11,600 
Low.. 7,000 (Folie (Harry 

Parisienne Richman) 
Unit) 
(Stage Show) cer Raed 

UNITED Dodsworth Dodsworth Old Hutch Hutch 

ARTISTS $21,200 $17,100 $8,000 $7,200 
(1,700; 35-55-75) (2d week) (10 days) 
High. $43,500 (2d week) 
Low.. 3,300 & pee a = 

LOS ANGELES 
Nov. 5 Nov. 12 Nov. 19 __ Nov.  , ie 
DOWN- Folle Your Cain and Come and Get It 
TOWN Heart and Mabel and Get It and and 
(1,800; 30-40-55- | Here Comes Black Cat Captain’s Kid|Captain’s Kid 
65) Carter $15,760 $10,800 $6,700 
High. $38,500 $3,700 (9 days) 2d week) 
Low.. 1,700 
HOLLY- Follo Your Cain and Come and Get It 
wooD Heart and Mabel and Get It and and P 
(2,756; 25-35-40- | Here Comes Black Cat Captain’s Kid|Captain’s Kid 
55) Carter $13,900 $12,600 $7,900 
High. $37,800 $4,160 (9 days) (2d week) 
Low.. 2,400 Ns 
PARA- Wedding Gay Hideaway Theodora 

MOUNT Present and Desperado Girl Goes Wild 
(3,595; 30-40-55) Man Who $18,000 $22,900 $21,500 
High. $57,200| Lived Twice (Martha 
Low.. 5,600 $13,500 Raye) Bie oe 

STATE Dimples Great Pigskin Reunion 
(2,024; 30-40-55) and Mr. Ziegfeld Parade and and 
Cinderella $18,400 Mad Holiday |Our Relations 
so Saad | __ $10,500 — ___ $12,200. | _~—s $21,500 
BOSTON 
nee tae TGS} __ Nov. 12 Nov. 19 | Nov. 26 —_ 
KEITH- Ladies in A Woman Woman East Meets 
MEMORIAL Love Rebels $5,000 West 
(2,900; 25-15-50) $17,200 $17,500 (5 days) $7,300 
High. $43,000 (2d week) (4 days) 
Low. . 4,000 ’ 
STATE Libeled Lady Theodora Come and 
(3,300; 25-5-40- Lady $11,500 Goes Wild Get It and 
50) $13,000 (2d week) and Legion of 
High. $29,000 Craig’s Wife Terror 
Low.. 2,000 $15,000 $15.000 

METRO- Valiant Word Pigskin 3 Men ona Go West 

POLITAN for Carrie Parade Horse Young Man 
(4,200; 35-"0-05) * $20,000 $28,000 $24,000 $25,000 
High. $67,000| (Blackstone. (Clyde Lucas 
Low.. 11,500) Ned Niclols Orch.) 

Orch.) 
____' (Stave :Show)_ FG ered eT eee | 
t ’ 
| PORTLAND, ORE. 
areas _{ _. Nov.5 | Nev. 12 Nov. 19 | Nov. 26 _ 
BROADWAY Libeled Lady Lady and Lady and Tarzan 
| _ 62,000; 30-40) and Cat Cat Escapes and 
| High. $21,000 Black Cat 7.400 $5,200 Our Relations 
Low... 2,500) ~—_—-$11.500 __ (2d week) (3d week) $6,700 
UNITED Gay Come and Get It | 3 Men ona 
| ARTISTS Desperado Get It $3,900 | Horse 
(1,000, We LO) $4,400 $6.600 (2d week) | $6,000 
| High. $13,200 (Frances | 
| Low.. 1,200 Farmer 3 | 
FDA TR doe 45, Miao days) 
PARA- Big Gay | Cain and | Go West 
MOUNT Broattcast Despe.ado Mabel and Young Man 
| €5,000; 21-40) and $18,000 | Rose Bowl | and Star for 
High. $16,000 Big Came $5,300 a Night 
| Low.. 3,000 $5.900 $5,500 
_ (2d week) _ 
BUFFALO 
poe ee __ Nov. 12 Nov. 19 | Nov. 26 
BUFFALO Dimples Ladies in Pigskin | Reunion — 
(3,600; 0-40-50) $13,500 Love Parade $8.300 
High. $42,000 $25,000 $13,000 (6 days) 
| Lew 8,300 (Ted Lewis " 
2 et Be REN Seek Orch.) 
CENTURY Straivht from | Sworn Enemy | Daniel Boone | “Rose Bowl 

(2,400; 2-2) Shoulder and and and Women | and 

High. $21,000) Case Velvet Hot Money Are Trouble |High Tension 
| Low... 3,200 Claws $7,500 $6,000 $7,400 
i $7,700 

_ HIPP Wedding Gay Stage Struck | Woman 

| (2,400; 25-40) Present and Desperado and | Rebels and 

High, $22,000 M’ Liss and 3 Married |Lonrest Night 

Low... 2,800 $7,500 Our Relations Men $5.700 
stitial _ $8,700 $7,700 | (5 days) _ 
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WB INTO ANZAC 
EXHIBITION 
FIELD 


Sydney, Dec. 8. 
Joe Hummel, 
eign department, 


head of the com- 
department, will 


and Sam Morris, 
pany’s foreign 


come here in a couple months or so. | 
Didn’t say why or what for but it} 
has started talk that Warners is go- | 


ing into the exhibiting field in this | 
territory. It would be the first at-| 
tempt of the sort for Warners in the 
foreign field. 

Hummel and Ralph Clark, War- 
mer local chief, have been flying 
around the various states and tak- 
ing in a lot of territory. 
no logical reason, it is contended 
here, for Hummel to make so de- 
tailed and careful a survey. 

Metro, 20th-Fox and Paramount 
already have their own showcases 
here. 


HUTCHINSON EN ROUTE 
HOME; 6- T DEAL UNSET 


Sydney, Nov. 18. 
Walter Hutchinson, 20th foreign | 
department head, 
few days for Brisbane, from where | 
he will journey to Singapore for a 


look before returning to N. Y. via| 


England. 

Hutchinson says that a proposal 
has been drawn up for presentation 
to Stuart F. Doyle covering the Gen- 
eral Theatre’s situation. Whether the 


tie-up will continue between Hoyts | 


and Greater Union Theatres is now 
up to the parties interested, provid- 
ing the terms are agreeable. Hutch- 
inson says he cannot forecast what 
the result will be and that it will 


be some time before any decision on | 


the subject can be given. 

Hutchinson points out that the Fox 
buy into the Moodabe’s New Zealand 
Amalgamated Circuit does not in- 
clude Hoyts in the deal. This despite 
the fact that Fox holds a large finan- 
cial interest in Hoyts. 

Hutchinson states, however, that 
Hoyts may be offered the opportu- 
nity of taking the Fox interests at} 
some future date. 


Sloan Back in England 





After Warners Schooling 





Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

After term of schooling methods 
in production under tutor Jack War- 
ner, John Sloan, sent here from 
Warner’s Pettingham studio in Eng- 
land, has returned home. 

He'll become an assistant to Irving 
Asher, WB British chief. 


King’s OK Prompts Wilcox 


To Begin on Victoria Pic 


London, Dec. 8. 

Lifting of King Edward’s ban on 
stage or screen productions depict- 
ing the life of Queen Victoria of 
England was followed by announce- 
ment by Herbert Wilcox, GB pro- 
ducer, of plans to film picture based 
on life of England's famvuus Queen. 

Negotiations are now under way | 
for a star for title role and an Eng- 
lish director now on the Coast. Re- 
lease set for June, 1937, when can- 
cellation of embargo becomes effec- 
tive, 





——$ — — 


Plaza, Berlin, Reopening 


Berlin, Dec. 1. 

Berlin’s largest pop vaude house, 
the Plaza, will reopen next month. 
Swiss vaude manager who wanted 
to take the spot over was nixed on 
the Aryan question. In consequence, 
the Plaza will reopen under munici- 
Pality rule, as before, and again with 
Pop operetta and legit. 

House, a former railway depot, is 
Owned by the Reich and recently 
went under the hammer with no re- 
Sults, 





of the Warner for-| 
here now, an-| 


| av Aa 4. 
nounced last week that Jack Warner | the way to harmony between its film 


There is} 


|} in its 111 houses, 


leaves here in a| 


|a satisfactory move. 


| films, 28 shorts, 


+ 


SUGGESTION 


Mexico Bans Three 


European Films 
Mexico City, Dec. 8. 
Nixing three European pics signal- 
ized the start of functions of Mexico’s 
first national film censorship board. 
Banned pics are ‘Four of gen ol 
made in the Ukraine, which g 
gong on the ground that its ged 
bad man is cast as a Mexican and | 
it is ‘Catholic propaganda’; ‘Polish 
Blood’ and ‘Alasptsa,’ both of which 
censors held to be politically off 
color. 
Local civic government has paved 


pruners and the national group by 
ordering its board not to pass 
on any pics that have not already 
been viewed by the federal viewers. 


‘UFA Gross Up $2,400,000 
On Year but Net Only 
$5,100 and No Dividend 


Berlin, Dec. 1 

Annual UFA statement records 
$2,400,000 better gross receipts than 
in 1935 and almost 1,000,000 visitors 
yet the net profit 
is only $5,100 and too small to allow 
a dividend. 

Stress is laid on the increasing 
high production cost and the dimin- 
ishing foreign trade: also on the 
losses derived from the devaluation 

of foreign exchanges, such as the 
| French and the Swiss franc and the 
| Italian lira. 

UFA’s acquisition of the Tolirag 
chain (13) is reported to have been 
Four other 
cinemas bought during 1936 now 
| give UFA a total of 111 houses, with 
|a total seating capacity of 120,735. 
| These houses are located in 49 cities. 
| Slight improvement is said to be 
| noticeable in UFA’s music publish- 
ing branch. 

During the past business year UFA 
made 26 features, 16 foreign-language 
17 educationals, 20 
| foreign-language educationals, 156 
newsreels and 139 advertising shorts. 


GAUMONT SETS 12 
_ ON NEXT YEAR’S SKED 


London, Dec, 1. 
Gaumont-British production pro- 








| gram for 1937 will consist of 12 pic-| 
Schedule will include three | 


| tures. 
| Jessie Matthews, one George Arliss, 


|}one Nova Pilbeam and three Jack | 
| Hulbert-Cicely Courtneidge vehicles. | 
| First for Miss Matthews will be | 


| ‘Sparkle,’ 
after that. 
a screen version of ‘Lady of La Paz,’ 
West End stage hit in which she had 
marquee billing. Hulbert-Court- 
neidge, at this time making “Take 
My Tip.’ 

separaiely. 


with two lavish musicals 


Grove studios, Shepherd’s Bush. 


Tobis Polski 


Warsaw, Dec. 1. 
With the president of the Reichs 














nich, 


| Tobis is going ahead here. 


some months ago in Warsaw, the 


| Tobis-Polski, and a film will shortly | 
| be made here in the two languages, | 
| ‘Every Woman Plays a Little Com- | 


edy.’ 
New studio was built and equipped. 
Georg Jacoby will direct the picture. 


Attempts to Ban 
BIP’s Sinn Fein Pic 
Belfast, Dec. 1 

Attempts have been made to ban 
showing of BIP’s ‘Ourselves Alone’ 
in Northern Ireland on grounds that 
as Sinn Fein propaganda, it might 
incite trouble among citizens of the 
loyal northern province. 

Extremists demanded its banning 
in the Northern Ireland Parliament 
and offers were subsequently made 
to members of the Government to 
see the picture privately before re- 


les 
sCase, 








Miss Pilbeam will top in | 


will appear together or | 


Program will all be made at Lime | 


Film Chamber, Professor Dr. Leh- | 
currently in Warsaw for con- | 
fabs with the Polish film industry, | 
Polish | 
branch of the company was opened | 
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‘Theatrical Saturdays’ 


After Sitting All Summer, 
Board of Trade Submits 
Findings—Probably Break 
for Distribs, but Not for 
Biz Generally—Wont Ap- 
ply Before 1938 


Rome, Nov. 30. 

On Dec. 5 the ‘Theatrical Satur- 
days’ will start again here. 

Idea, which was designed to bring 
Italy’s working masses to the the- 
atre at nominal admission prices, 
| was a great success last year. Dur- 
jing the 103 performances given in 
| Italy’s large cities, 133,932 spectators 





of the population which ordinarily 
cannot afford to go to the theatre. 








London, Dec. 1. 


ing and exhibiting units, with a view | 


to taking such steps as may be prac-| 
ticable to prevent control passing | 
abroad, is the first recommendation | 


in a report of the Board of Trade 
Committee on the Films Act. 
Proposal is an obvious sock at the T0 [] 
Ostrer-Schenck talks, and is rein- 
forced by a second recommendation | 
urging the British government to 
take steps to encourage the forma- 
tion of financial organizations to London, Dec. 8. 
back British film production on rea- ‘Julia’ 
sonable terms. | Thursday (3). 
Committee sat through the sum-|in which 


3 | 
mer, hearing evidence from all sec-| makes 


Margaret 


Start Again in Rome 


| Cochran. 
| Martin-Harvey 


| SCHENCK-OSTRER ANGLE | ?2tended: all drawn from that part | 





opened at Covent Garden | by Eleanor Farjeon. 
It is a light operetta | present 
Bannerman | Eliot,’ by Major Chapman-Huston. 
her debut as a prima donna. | 


London's December Legit Schedule 
On Much Heavier Scale Than Usual 


London, Dec. 1. 

Activities in legit production 
during the month of December will 
be on a larger scale than usual this 
year 

Most notable one will be Sir James 
M. Barrie’s ‘The Boy David,’ post- 
poned for more than a year owing 
to the illness of Elisabeth Bergner, 
who is to be starred in it by Charles 
In the cast will be Sir John 
, Godfrey Tearle, Jean 


Cadell, Quartermaine, Ion 


Leon 


| Swinley. Komisarjevsky is produc- 
} bn, and Augustus John has designed 


| the scenery. Before the show opened 


jin Edinburgh, the libraries made a 


That the Government should en 
tain a close watch on transfers of) 
interests in British producing, reni-| 


| big deal with Cochran for the Lon- 
|} don run at His Majesty’s theatre. 
Gilbert Miller will produce a play 


| based on ihe life of Charlotte Cor- 
| day, written by 


Helen Jerome, 
Cochran’s New Revue 
Cochran will produce his Corona- 


| tion revue in Manchester during the 


Christmas holidays. After the break- 
in it comes to London. Written by 
A. P. Herbert, with the company 
headed by Nelson Keys, Binnie Hale 
and Gitta Alpar. 

Leon M. Lion will present ‘Dumas’ 
He also plans to 
‘The Love Story of George 
Hippodrome, 


Coliseum and Ly- 


tions of motion picture interest, to-| Unsuitable for the big opera house |ceum theatres are doing big panto- 





| auditorium. 


Beck’s Sudden Hop || 


St. James the same night. 








: Lloyd, Derek Williams. 
Will report to American pro- |! 


ducers the current status of 
the British quota and discuss 
ways and means. Will H. Hays, 
here a week ago, got a prelim- 
inary sketch of the situation 
which Beck will amplify. 


| Arts theatre Sunday (6) for 


unoriginal and 


| story content, 
| good dialog. 


AUSSIE CENSOR AXE 














gether with cultural bodies and 
Government interveners. Findings 
of the Commission are published in 
a Blue Book, principal findings be- 
ing as follow: 
Recommendations 

Quota for both distribs and ex- 
hibs to be continued a further 10 





Sydney, Dec. 8. 


Act in 1938; pic, in N. S. Wales. 


Distribs should acquire 20% and) Censor gave thumbs-down verdict, 
exhibs 15% British pictures at 


opening of new period, with ulti-| appeal. 
mate aim of new legislation being | 
50% quota obligation. 


distribs and 10% for exhibs, how-! as Australia is concerned. 
ever. ‘False Shame,’ a sex pic, 
all films offered as distribs’ quota 
but may be eligible for exhibs’ 
quota even if rejected; 

On first conviction for failing to 
comply with the Act, a distribu- 
tor’s license may be liable to with-| 
drawal if the offense is held as de- 
liberate; 

Pictures made anywhere in the 
British Empire may be eligible, 
subject to satisfying the quality) 
test, the Dominions with their own 
quota laws being asked to recipro- 
cate; 

Ban on blind booking should be 
lifted as far as exhibitor is -con- 
cerned but not where distribs are 
concerned, penalty being raised to 
$1,250 for each offense, and re- 
strictions on advance bookings 
should be completely withdrawn; 

Consideration should be taken 
to the question of an annual cen- 
sus of the production industry in etited te tits 
the U. K.; v * ss 

A Film Commission should be ‘eatre. 
appointed by the Government to celebrations. 
control any new legislation, con- 
sisting of a chairman and two to 
four members with no interest in 


house. 


| night at 25c. top. 





Italian State Theatre Off 
Rome, Nov. 30. 


Exposition, in 1941, 
will have been completed. 
Rome's theatres are 


#vecently renovated, 
audience. 


Capetown, Nov. 22. 
Cape Town City 


Australian Chain Grows 
Sydney, Nov. 18. 


‘Oh, Mistress Mine’ opened at the | 
Romantic | early in Decembe 


by Ben| Clifford Mollison, 
east also includes Pierre and Roger Treville will be featured, 


ifarce featuring Yvonne Printemps | Leontine 
London, Dec. 8. | was politely received but 
James Beck, Hays office rep || }o9k like b. o. Written 
in London, sails for New York | Travers, 
on a sudden booking tomorrow Fresnay, Helen Haye, Frederick 
(9). 


‘Honor Thy Father’ opened at the | m; 
one | house 
| night only. It is a drama of brutality, | 
unsatisfactory in | 
although with some} 


| ville, 
| ‘Laughter Over 


FOR ‘GREEN PASTURES’, 


Appeal Censor has granted per- 
| mission for the screening of ‘Ten 
years after expiry of the existing, Days That Shook the World,’ Russian 
When the State 





the film’s sponsors took the case to 


Warner’s ‘Green Pastures’ failed to | 


‘oO Quota for) get an okay from either censor and 
British shorts should be 15% for this means outs for the pic insofar 


is still | 
Quality test should be applied to playing in Sydney at a small indie | 
Separate sessions are held for 
men and women during day and | 


small, and | 
though several of them have been | 
none of them!/ many months, 
meets the requirements of a modern! back they ran a semi-suecessful boy- 


New Capetown Municipal Theatre figure for ‘Ziggy’ and 60” 


y Council has de-| 
a $259,000 municipal | 
It's part of the coronation | 


but might have pleased in a smaller | mimes. 


Eric Maschwitz’s new 
‘Balalaika,’ comes 


musical, 
to the West End 
r, to be staged by 


Sagan with music by 


doesn’t | George Posford and Bernhard Grun. 


Muriel Angelus 


New Dot Sayers Play 

Anmer Hall is endeavoring to 
ake arrangements with a West End 
to present Dorothy Sayers’ 
and St. Clare Byrne’s play, ‘A Buse 
man’s Honeymoon,’ and will also re- 
vive Granville Barker’s ‘Waste’ at 
the Westminster. 

Kurt Robitchek’s next production 
at the Victoria Palace, mainly veude- 
is scheduled for Dec. 7, titled 
London.’ 

H. M. Tennent, Ltd., will presen’ 
a new play by Chetham Strode titled 
‘Peaceful River,’ starring Diana 
Wynyard and Louis Borell. 

There will be the usual Christmas 
revivals like ‘Peter Pan,’ ‘Where the 
Rainbow Ends.’ In the former, 
Charles Laughton will play Captain 
Hook and his wife, Elsa Lanchester, 
will enact Peter Pan. ‘Alice Through 
the Looking Glass’ opens at the Lit- 
tl: theatre Dee. 21, and ‘Buckie’s 


| Bears’ will also be staged. These re- 
| vivals are for matinees only. 


- 





BRIT. EXHIBS SQUAWK 


ON “TEGFELD’ TERMS 


‘Kenden. Dec. 1. 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Ass’n 


| is squawking against high rental im- 
Plans for the building of a State | 
Theatre at Rome have, for the time | 
being, been abandoned. But it is | 
hoped that before the International | ing the subject is so long it can’t be 
such a theatre | screened at twice-nightly stands. 


posed for suver films, quoting “The 
Great Ziegfeld’ (MG) as a specific 
example, one speaker also complain- 


With overseating, quotas and taxa- 
tion headaches, exhibs have not had 
time for sauawking on film costs for 
though three years 


' cott to bring charges down to a 40% 
maximum. 
Metro asked 50% uv to a break 
over, 
| _— 


| 


Costly Touring 
Berlin, Dec. 1. 
Current guest appearance of the 
| Dresden State Opera troupe in Lon- 
don has been a headache for many 
, months to the Dresden directors. 


i 
} 


the motion picture industry. Western Suburbs Cinemas con- All the costumes, scenery and stage 
Elaborations tinues to increase its nabe chain in| paraphernalia for ‘Der Rosenkava- 

Body of the report elaborates that N. S. Wales with the recent opening | lier, ‘Tristan and Isolde.” ‘Figaro’s 
the purpose of the initial recom- of a new theatre at Burwood. Marriage, ‘Don Juan’ and ‘Ariadne’ 
nendation is to prevent control by George Mooney has been placed in| were shifted for the first time in the 
outside interests and is governed by charge of publicity covering the new | history of German _— opera. It 
theatres and what is hown on. Astor and has already sold the two-} took 32 typed pages just to list if 


(Continued on page 23) ja-day idea to the nabe public, 


‘complete in England. 
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BORN TO DANCE 


f 
£43 
oe a 
i! (MUSICAL) 
i 3-4 } 
ce Ga Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Jack 
: Cummings production, Stars Fleanor Pow- 
:3 ; ell features Jamez Stewart, Virginik 
.: Riuce Directed by Roy Del Ruth St 
hi . Jack MeGowan, Sid Silvers, B. G. DeSylvi 
+t adaptation McGowan and Silvers: songs, 
t Cole Porter: musical director, Alfred New 
: miar arrangements Roger Edens dance 
4 Dave Goul editor Blanche Sewell 
i}! } - €amera, Ray June At Capitol, N. Y., | 
- week Dec 4, °36. Running time 105 mins 
Nora Paige. Eleanor Powelit 
i Ted Barkef.s<.ccceseceveces James Stewart 
; . ~ 
: Lucy’ JamMmes..ccccecccccceses Virgir Bruce 
Tent Saks... cccccccccsess iaaul? Merkel 
Gunny’ Saks. .ccccceceees s Silvers 
Peppy’ Turner. .cccccees Frances Lanford 
ij (ay in Dinel -Ray or Walbur 
: OI A ERP Alan Dinehart 
) Mush’ Tracy...cccescceces Buddy Ebsen 
Sal DOME dockets taceeeeoees Juar Quite 
Georges at ! rt lve 
: | | ‘ ' hte nald ¢ ne 
Floorw ke ! I st 
I 
‘Born to Dence’ corkins te! 
iainment. more nearly approaching 
the revue type than most musica 
films. despite the presence of a 
‘book.’ It is out of the ordinary both 
in that respect and because of its 
exceptional production merit. And 
it’s box office. 
Cast is youthful, sight stuff is 
lavish, the specialties are meritori- 
it ous, and as for songs, the picture is 


positively filthy with them. Cole | 

Porter included at least two hits 

among the seven numbers delivered, 

Story is a rehash of about every- 
thing that’s been done before in 
screen musicals, but Roy Del Ruth’s | 
sagacious direction holds it down to 
necessary minimum and never per- 
mits it to interfere with the pace 
and the specialties. He had a gen- 
erous supply of additional material 
to work with and wisely selected to 
let the talent speak for itself. 

Eleanor Powell through ‘Born to 
Dance’ becomes a star in her second 
picture, which may or may not: be 
a premature move by the studio. But 
the improvement in Miss Powell’s 
work in this one as over her first 
film is great enough to warrant a 
big stretch in the billing, and the 
fact is that Miss Powell has not been 
brought along any faster than she 
herself has come along as a picture 
player. She looks better this time 
and she is given an opportunity to 

. show that she’s not just a good buck 
dancer, but an exceptionally ver- 
satile girl. As an actress she still 
. has not arrived, as indicated in the 
few occasions when this plot calls 
for acting. 

Miss Powell is called upon to ac- 
complish the difficult feat of recon- 
ciling a story character overbrim- 
ming with sweet femininity with a 
style of dancing that’s ultra-sophisti- 
cated and not always completely 
feminine. Buck dancing, which js 
Miss Powell's forte, is basically lack- 
ing in grace and anyone who tries it 
is apt to very often appear awkward. 
Miss Powell manages to overcome 
that by the inclusion of ballet work 
in her tap routines, and thus offers 
the most versatile display of solo 
hoo’ ng that motion pictures have yet 
produced. As yet she lacks the | 
“ideas” that background Fred 
Astaire’s work and that all great 
dancers must have ‘() go beyond the | 
strictly dancing class, but the ‘ideas’ | 
will come. because the ability is 
there in abundance. As a dancer 
and in purely musical moments, Miss 
Powell is now far and away the 
No. 1 hoof girl in pictures. As for 
characterization in the future, the 
studio should and ought to be able 
to take care of that. 
Musical portions of ‘Born to 
Dance, whic: are in the majority, 
are well done despite the fact that 
the cast is largely non-musical. 
There are no Galli-Curcis in the 
troupe, and the only first rate voice 
on the sound track is that of Frances 
Langford, unless Sid Silvers’ stage 
box baritone can also count. Yet 
Cole Porter's songs receive flatter- 
ing treatment just the same. That’s 
because the staging is brilliant, and 
choral ‘undertones and _ ofchestral 
¢ arrengements- slick; and-everything 

is treated with an air of understand- 

ing as to how a musical number 

should be presented. Thanks to 
+ those handy. overhead mikes, the 
Misses. Powell, Bruce and Merkel, 
and such male cast members as 
James Stewart and Buddy Ebsen, 
don’t have to sing loud, and by care- 
ful crooning they manage to get 
the lyrics on record. 

Specialties are worked in revue 
fashion, and by virtue of these items 
the entertainment succeeds in 
periodically estaping boredom when 
the story starts to slip. A few of 
them are tossed in rather bluntly, 
but value overcomes the fact that 
they don't always fit. There is no 
plot reason for the introduction of 
a departrment store interior decora- 
tien spiel by a British-accented floor- 
walker, but Barrett Parker makes 
the brief monolog so amusing it’s 
more-welcome than the story it in- | 
terrupts. Same applies to Reginald | 
Gardner's dynamic maestro takeoff, 
which at the Capitol drew prolonged 
applause. 

Of the songs, ‘I’ve Got You Under 
My Skin’ sounds best, yet it re- 
ceives less flash treatment than any 
of the others. It’s a torcher in 
bolero tempo, and used by Virginia 
Bruce in a romance scene, opposite 
Stewart. It’s a fine number and it 
fits the situation, so it doesn’t need 
the trimmings. Miss Bruce also 


| 











oe 


© 





handles ‘Love Me, Love My Peki- 
nese,’ with finesse, and gives another 


Merkel and Raymond Walburn, to offset story absurdity. 
Silvers did the story and adaptation, ‘King of Hockey’ (WB) 
with collaborators, besides stepping asker a ae that , oe 
into the picture. He does okay on —— sme: Sue, Sane 
performance. Miss Merkel adds punch and is devoid of names; 
plenty to every line, as usual, and designed for double-program- | 
Walburn is tip top as an absent mers. 
minded naval officer. Alan Dinehart ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par). Routine 
is capable enough to look good as a football comedy of moderate 
silly producer who worries more auality 
ren — stunt than his ‘Old Hutch’ (Metro), Wallace 
$ . show. ; 
: os é a Vv reakly 
It’s a combination navy-backstage Beery handicapped by we akI; 
: 7 constructed plot but clicking 
| story, with the sailors, as usual, look- : 5 


| and in the best of taste. 





resembles her temperamental actress 
in ‘Great Ziegfeld. 

Stewart's assignment calls for a 
'shy youth, and that’s his specialty. 
| His singing and dancing are rather 
| painful on their own, but he’s sur- 
rounded by good people, and it’s all 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Born to Dance’ (Metro). Big 
time musical for entertainment 
and the b.o, 





done in a spirit of fun. Frances hb ae 
Langford has a running part, but ‘Winterset’ (RKO), A critic’s 
'her big responsibility is the singing picture, which may favor the 
build-up to Miss Powell's finale b.o. reaction. Burgess Mere- 


dance and the pretentions produc- 
tion topper of the picture. She does | 
‘Swinging the Jinx Away’ and ‘Easy | 
to Love’ expertly, with no _ vocai | 
competition for her from the rest of 
the cast. A male quartet, The Four- 
some, and a vocal chorus give her 
strong support. 

Buddy Ebsen has a couple of spots 
for his eccentric dancing and tackles 
the comedy. along with Silvers, Una 


dith and Margo in top roles but 
no marquee names. 
‘Rembrandt’ (Korda - UA). 
Charles Laughton in one of his 
forceful characterizations with- 
out benefit of a good story. 
‘Luckiest Girl In The World’ 
(U). Likeable newcomer, Jane 
Wyatt and Louis Hayward, in 
farce that has speed and gags 


because of story’s humor, 

‘Tundra’ (Burroughs-Tarzan). 
Adventures among wild ani- 
mals of Alaska lacking plot or 
name people; too prolonged for 
most dualers. 

‘Career Woman’ (20th-Fox). 
Passable courtroom tale, but no 


ing for their old girl friends while 
on leave in the big town, and the} 
understudy follows the rules by step- 
ping into the indisposed star’s part 
at the last moment. 

Dance direction by Dave Gould is 
big time, in company with the pro- 
duction items, all of which are lavish 
The budget 


provided for plenty of girls and | marquee names, ; 7 
scenery, without overdoing it. Wild Brian Kent’ (20th). 
ie 
Remaining Porter songs in the Fair dualer by Harold Bell 


score are ‘Hey, Babe,’ ‘Rap-Tap on 
Wood’ (perfect for a dancing num- 
ber) and ‘Rollin’ Home,’ latter by 
Silvers with a sailor chorus aiding. 
The importance of the Porter lyrics 
were not disregarded by the direc- 


Wright. 

‘Once in a Blue Moon’ (Par). 
Jimmy Savo in a dud by Hecht 
and MacArthur. 

‘Charlie Chan at the Opera’ 

















: : ( ) *o- rx Kar- 
tor, who saw to it that everything a . enon ert Kai 
that’s sung is heard. Bige. om, ana murder wi mMUSsIC, 

keeps the Chan saga up to snuff. 
WINTERSET things, for the mugg fans, lacks 
RKO-Radio release of Pandro S. Rerman| lustre and appeal, Ragged Mio 
production. Features Burgess Mere lith, | (Meredith) commands only mixed 
1 me 5 gy ora — Careodine. |emotions with his aimless wander- 
“dward Eilis, yirectec yy Alfred Santell. : ~~ : ¢ 2Y 
From play of same name by Maxwell An- | oe ae erg 4 prattle, ak 7 
derson; screen play, Anthony Veiller; | HOW noble his purpose may be. Ff lat- 
camera, Peverell Marley; special eftects, | faced Margo, best seen in ‘Crime 
Vernon haga <b music, 4 Dee 3 ar- Without Passion,’ her first cinematic 
rangements, Maurice de ackh; editor, . . . - »Ar -.Par- 
Wm. Hamilton.’ At Radio City Music Hall, venture (for ° Hecht-MacArthur = 
1N. Y., week Dec, ‘36. Running time, | amount) isn’t. as impressive here 
78 mins, | photographically for all her wide- 
EMD. “oxv case bbuinisbens ese Burgess Meredith | eyed appeal 
Mirianine ared » . 
os ue peepee Seg ee ak Of the rest of the cast, John Carra- 
Momng@na *.. . écdsc'0es Pe eT John Carradine | dine, as the victim of circumstances, 
Judge Gaunt ee ...+...Kdward Ellis| stands out; likewise Edward Ellis, | 
ae . seseeees...-Paul Guilfovle | who makes the difficult assignment 
Shadow re reesess Maur ce aoe li | of the maudlin Judge Gaunt stand 
PoMSOmAN c.cccccescnest Willard Robertson | UP and out. Paul Guilfoyle, uncan- | 
Radical .....0ssccsccesere: .Mischa Auer|nily well cast as Margo’s_ brother, | 
Cart .......+.Jeeeeeee+s.Myron McCormick | jn that the resemblance could almost 
ve Romagna ........ wen “pacha Moscone | be of family proportions, does well 
ai mmroar? *Dpe ¥ . . 
Hobo ree See ae Ale Crate | by underplaying his role. His, along 
Piny Fernanda Eliscu | with Maurice Moscovitch’s chores, | 
Laicia *. -.George Humbert | might easily have been overdrawn, 
ate SEOAA SRE ORE shat ehans os Smee Re wo but were wisely restrained. Latter | 
Ere Rees eg hire eee “ul *"*\ is an English legit, this presumably 
: | being his Hollywood debut. He has 
‘Winterset’ is not big box-office.| an arresting character face that’s 


It's a critic's picture and, as such,| Worthy of being further developed 


the b. o. reaction will be favored | 9 am 


: : ; é Stanley Ridges as Shadow almost 
through the kindly press this RKO | steals Ciannelli’s thunder because of 
filmization of Maxwell 


Anderson's | the bravado character—contrasted to 
play of last season is bound t .| Ciannelli’s Trock, cringing and cau- 
ceive. For the rank and fil Wins | tious—plus_ the fact that Ridzes 
aaa ey a Spee cllkga ge ‘= | gives the Shadow a dominating vi- 
terset’ will be hit ’n’ miss. In cer-| pbrancy. Willard Robertson is suf- 
tain locales they may even wonder | ficiently thick-witled to make the 
what it’s all about. As an artistic, @umb-cop assignment sound half- 
production it’s tops | Say a Rest are bits but 
‘Winterset, if nothing else, will | o tincsanen’s Wie Mieten McCere 
be noteworthy in having launched | mick and Alec Craig. 
Burgess Meredith cinematicaily, al- Directorially ‘Winterset’ is confus- 
though this highly capable legit juve| ing. Prolog set in the small town 
has yet to assert his fullest film po-| 16 years ago is disjointed. General 
tentialities. His next picture, or the| screen purpose is vaguely limned. 
one after that. will do the trick be- | Conceivably, it’s an obscurity which 





cause Meredith is definitely b. 0.| may be censorially necessary, but 
timber. ; lacking that definition, ‘Winterset’ 

He’s a new face. He brings to the is a bit muddled. The camera work 
screen an arresting, truly -expert is ultrasts~are-the yeterat*techniral 


histrionism which, too poignant in a| embellishments from Marley and 
theme of this sort, should interpret | Walker's lensing, Van Nest Polglase’s 








itself for wider general appeal in| decor to the corking musical ar- 
some other vehicle. Very nature | rangements by Maurice de Packh, 
of this drab celluloid interpretation | batoned by Roy Webb. Abel. 
of an ethereal stage theme—which | ' - 
ag in segs atmosphere confused | 
and confounded some patrons—is not 
conducive to the best picture fan REMBRANDT 
requirements. (BRI H MADE) 

Shoddy, shabby and drab to its! United Nae ealieed of London Film 


core and stripped of its impressions | (Kerda) Production, Stars Charles Lauch- 
lem, its. just another version ‘of a |.°o0: Seetures Gertrude Lawrence. Bise 1A0- 


. . | chester... Edward Chapman. , Directed chy 
gangster film localed  undér’ New | Alexander Korda. Story by Carl Yuck- 


York’s Brooklyn Bridge. Symbolized | mater and Majos Biro; dialog by Biro and 





with its sociological cross-sections, | A'™thur Wimperis. Art direction by Vin- 
the intelligentsia will perceive the ye Aye ee Bt Georges Perinal; cCos- 
obviousness of the Sacco-Vanzetti N.Y. heutanies Seay 2 08  sictiae 
situation and indict the social sys- | time, SI mins. Fe Pay 7 
tem which can send an innocent man | Kembrant Van Rijn.....-Charles Laughton 
to the chair strictly on flimsy. cir- sd ne dior d ONE Seid rt gmc r 
cumstantial evidence. But funda-| Fabrizius.............) Edward Chana, 
mentally it’s a wearisome motiva- | Titus van Rijn. .ccccceeess John Ke 
tion of a love-starved waif of New | Titl® (@® Child). cesesesees. Richard ¢ 
York and an idyllic youth seeking ju eeine pene, PN atl) ~ Waite Hud! 
publie vindication for the grievous | Govaert Flink......cc.e ccc. Jotwy Clement 
punishment inflicted in error upon | Jan Six cooee- Henry Hewit 
his father. Church Wa JON. scocccocces CHe0rge Merritt 
And that’s why Eduardo Ciannelli mene seek PeagneqseeessOree ‘tive = 
the menace, is cinematographicelly | Hertsbeek ce Lawrence Hanre 
the most vivid character. He’s | Vr. Menassen seeveses-Abraham Sofie 
cringing and ruthless in turn, im- | PUreemaster.secceege cocsee Wiliam Fagan 
pressive as the cowardly yet des- ~ nerd Se ten aan dar TE dag eed at 


aA 
perate hoodlum who seeks to silence urtw 
all who might one day talk and | 


implicate him in the navroll murder 


i Frederick i ell 


There is something radically origi- 


which condemned Burgess Mere- nal in this latest British importation 
dith s father to death in the electric a feature film without a story plot, 
chair. a not too successful effort to exnand 











———-, 


goed account of herself in a role that 


‘ 





Basically the whole scheme ofia characterization into full photw- 


lof his time. 


| play length, probably on the theory 
| that the public will get its money's 
| worth just watching Charles Laugh- 
'ton’s conception of the great Dutch 
| painter, Rembrandt Van Rijn. 
| Of course, there is no good reason 
why the screen biography of Rem- 
brandt shouldn't be done in this 
|manner, if Alexander Korda wants 
| to do it contrary to the generally ac- 
cepted method, but neither Korda, 
who directed, nor Laughton, who 
acted, should be too disappointed if 
the reception of their joint effort is 
something less than enthusiastic. 
Assuming, therefore, that what one 
sees on. the screen is what ‘Rem- 
brandt’ started out to be, a virtuoso 
performance by the film’s leading 
| character actor, then must it be 
judged wholly by what it is, and not 
by what it might have been. 

It’s a rather disjointed, somewhat 
dull, undramatic and humorless por- 
trait of a very ill-tempered, improvi- 
dent and frustrated individual who 
has a complex for quoting scripture. 
It is never exciting, and only partly 
believeable. 

To the credit of Korda, who per- 
sonally directed (his first since 
‘Henry VIII’) it can be said to be a 
beautifully produced film, excellently 
photographed, well staged, with in- 
teresting settings of Amsterdam in 
the 1600s, but the fans will leave the 
theatre confused and somewhat dis- | 
appointed. 

| There is no lost motion in getting | 
under way. An introductory title | 

tells that Rembrandt, at the peak of 
| 





his success, is the leading citizen of 
his city. Also, that no living mil- 
lionaire is rich enough to possess the 
priceless paintings of an artist who 
died in poverty. 

Opening with 
rounding the death of the artist's 
first wife, Saskia (who is never seen 
on the screen), the film hurriedly 
unreels the account of Rembrandt's 
| controversy over his painting of the 
civic guard group. These protest- 
ants, who had paid so much per 
head for their sitting, view a finished 
canvas on which some of their like- 
nesses are lost in the deep shadows 
of the background. What they 
wanted was a photograph; what they 
got was the immortal ‘The Night 
Watch.’ 

In this and the subsequent scenes 

Laughton characterizes a man who 
meets criticism with insult. He is 
intolerant .of the common ignorance 
He desires a woman to 
| take the place of Saskia and provide 
|the inspiration for his genius. He 
turns to Geertje, his housekeeper, 
and thereafter his fortunes’ turn 
| downwards. Harassed by creditors, 
|\his home and property are sold to 
i\pay his bills. Geertje deserts him 
| when he falls in love with his house- | 
|maid, Hendrickje, who strives to} 
| help, but dies before Rembrandt can | 
reclaim himself. In the end, hope- 
| lessly struggling against poverty and | 
| ridicule, he is shown painting a self- 
| portrait, while muttering verses from 
Ecclesiastes. 

In this transition over a period of 
years Laughton presents a masterful 
job of makeup and facial and physi- 
cal change. 
| Although he is real and convincing, 
| except in the scenes of his return to 
| his father’s home, the incidents of 
the narrative are distinctly unim- 


} 


| 








| 


the incidents sur- Ar 
| but 


| pressive in showing him either a} 


process of disintegration. Too much 
stress is placed on the domestic diffi- 
little is provided to show 
the impulses of his genius. 
{cident of a street beggar, brought 
_to his studio as a model, to whom 
| Laughton telis the story of Saul and 
| David, including a recitation of the 
| 23d Psalm, is theatrically effective, 
| but fails emotionally, for the reason 
| that the scene is disconnected from 
|any preceding incident, and is merely 
an’ interpolation without benefit of 
rama. 

Presence of Gertrude Lawrence in 
| the role of Geertje lends interest to 
| the supporting cast. She has a 
-dhankless=am@ not clearly defined 
| part, unsympathetic, as 
|and shrewish partner. There is no 
evidence of any affection between 
Geertje and Rembrandt. 

Elsa Lanchester, as the housemaid 
Hendrickje, is charming and delight- 
ful, and the latter scenes between 
her and Laughton in the country cot- 
tage are the best in the entire film. 
Edward Chapman and John Bryning 
contribute good performances. 

Exhibitors will exploit ‘Rembrandt’ 
| Strictly on the Laughton character- 
| ization, another portrait in the gal- 
|lery which includes Henry, Nero. 
Captain Bligh and Javert. Lack of 
Story interest and dramatic situations 
place the film in a niche below the 
best biographical pictures of the 
past. Flin. 


| culties; 





HAND MAKES PRINCE 


Bobby Mauch Draws Spot in WB 
Film—He Can Fence 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


Revelation that 


one of the juve 
Mauch twins, Billy, is left-handed 
has finally determined who shall 


The in- | 


very great artist or a great man in|} 
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Luckiest Girl in the Worlg 


Universal release of Charles hk, 
production, Features Jane Wyati Roger 
Hayward, Nat Pendleton,  Direcieg 5 
Eddie Buzzell. Story, Anne Jorden’ 
adapted by Herbert Fields, ry Mye ms 
camera, Merritt Gerstad. At Roxy, N Y! 
week Dec. 4, ‘36. Running time, ming 
Pat Duncan Wyatt 
Anthony Hayward 
DuGan ccscccecscsccsessecccs. Nut Pendletog 
Campbell Duncan .--cece.. Eugene Pallette 
Mrs. Rosalie Duncan,...Catherine Doucet 
Percy Mayhew, seccccceecess- Philliy Reed 
Mrs, O180n eccecsccvceseseess Viola Callahan 


#« 
eeeseescoeesersss June 


McClellan. .eeee. Louis 





Incredible story, whipped out orige 
inally for the Ladies Home Journal 
by Anne Jordan, has been rigged up 
with old vaudeville gags and directeq 
with a certain amount of zippiness, 
Result is a farcical cream puff that 
will please where they please easily, 
Elsewhere, and for duals, it will be 
not too hard to accept. 

Jane Wyatt is the ingenue. And 
whenever people mention Jane 
Wyatt they mention the Social Reg- 


ister. It astonishes ’em both ways— 
that an actress in a Social Register 
could act. Miss Wyatt can. Very 
nicely. She skips along neatly un- 
der the burden of a basic sit- 
uational improbability. She photo- 
graphs well and possesses a pert 
sort of good looks. There is, 
however, no memorable scene, act- 


ing trick or trait that could be used 
as a peg to hang predictions as to 
her film future on. It will have to 
suffice that the society girl handles 
herself intelligently and makes an 
attractive half of a boy-meets-gir] 
combo, 

Also from legit is Louis Hayward, 
id okay, too. On the boyish side, 
possessing enough _ sincerity 
when, for a few feet of celluloid, a 
little seriousness is called for. 

Nat Pendleton as a goof bodye 
guard cops many of the giggles. Ree 
curring bit of a Babe Ginsberg 
prize-fighter who is always kayoe 
in the first round is developed well 


Story is fragile enough to float 
away in a good gust of wind. Rich 
girl has a bet with her father that 


| for comedy, 








she can live in New York for a 
|; month on $150. Hundreds of thou- 
isands do it all the time. But still, 
that’s the story. Land. 
Warner Bros. production and release, 
Features Dick Purcell. Directed by Noel 
Smith Story and screen play by George 
tricker; dialog director, Gus Shy; camera, 
Lu O'Connell. At Criterion, N. Y., week 
Dec. 3, '36, double bill. 
Gabby DGGAR 60. cvesecsecseciées Dick Purcell 
Kathleen O'Rourke ..ccecees:- Anna Nagel 
Blale ..cccccce secccecoosooce marie Wilson 
Jumbo Mullins .. Wayne Morris 
Nick Torgma cceecee -George E. Stone 
Mike Trotter seeccessccccess: Joseph Crehan 
Dr. Noble ..ce. saoendesoess, serGon Hart 
Peggy O'Rourke ...ccocces Ann Gilles 
Mra. GPROUFKS casceccovcoce: Dora Clemuant 
Bae,  GRORTEO sc ccccctocccece ..Guy Usher 
Jitters McCarthy ....e0....--..Gurry Cwen 
Torchy Myers ..ee-.+e..Max Hoffmann, Jr. 
VERS .cccccecdéscecesoaces Andre Beranger 
Swede ...cccoe eeeccese eoccess Frank Fuylen 
EOOMAN .cceceseovvecececese ..Frank Bruno 
Tom McKenna coccecesces: Harry Davenport 


Produced ostensibly to fill double- 
program house needs, this so-called 
romance of ice hockey will have to 
depend on second spot in dual setups 
for its revenue. It hasn't a single 
name that will brighten the mar- 
quee; only player that the average 
natron will recognize by name is 
George E. Stone and he’s in a minor 
role. Most interesting moments and 
the only thing to distinguish ‘King of 
Hockey’ from innumerable other pic- 
tures are the hockey _ contest 
sequences. These are well conceived, 
nicely staged and captured by the 
camera. 

It’s run-o’-the-mill yarn of the ath- 
lete unjustly accused of crooked 
work, with a tear-jerker attempt 
through the medium of a wallop on 
the skull that causes blindness and 
his ultimate restoration to popularity. 
Entire story is told on an exag- 


| gerated scale. For instance, the idea 


a_ scolding | 


} 





|; person of Ann Gilles. 


of an athlete, after being warned 
that his fractured skull might cause 
total loss of sight, ignoring expert 
advice and going blind, is the height 
of something or other. Another in- 
stance is the closing sequence when 
a team in the final play-offs romps 
through to a 9-to-0 victory. Average 
hockey fan will laugh at this. 

The angle of the star player de- 
liberately foulinz to get into the 
penalty box to see his sweetie is also 
overplayed. As is the way the gam- 
bler’s bribing attempt is handled: ~ 

Piciure anpears to have uncovered 
a cute little juvenile miss in the 
With proper 
guidence, the child may develop. 
Purcell, obtained by the Warners 
from the stage, shows promise in his 
first film try despite the many out- 


landis) things he is given to do. 
| Boasiful hero role he plays is not 
calculated to win much sympathy. 


| Stone turns 


in his customary neat 


| gangster characterization as the bet- 


| tine boss. 
| well as the hockey team manager. 


| 


Joseph Crehan does 


aiso 


Aro-e Nagel furnishes a particu- 
larly inanimate performance as the 
big star’s rich sweetheart. Wayne 
Morris is too. effervescent as the 


play the Prince and who the Pauper | hero’s roommate and pal. Marie Wil- 


in Warner's production of the Mark 
Twain satire. 

Twin, who has role of Prince. has 
considerable sword play in duels, so 
Bobby 

| must be right-handed, 


| 


gets that spot because fencer | <1. 
ij impress. 


son, cast as his big moment, provides 
some invigorating humor. 

Dialog is head and shoulders above 
the plot construction. It has been 
‘iven intelligent direction bv Gus 
rection and camerain” fail to 


Wear. 
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ROSE BOWL 


of A. M. Botsford 
preduction, Directed by Charles Barton. 
Stery by Francis Wallace; adaptation, 
Marguerite Roberts; camera, Henry Sharp. 
At Rialto, N. Y., week Dec, 3, ‘36. Run- 
ning time, 75 mins. 

Cheers Reynolds..esesese-Eleanor Whitney 


Paramount release 


Padidly O'RilCY.scceeeeeeeeerss- Tom Brown 
Ossie Merrill..... oséceceess- Laity. Crabbe 
Soapy Moreland..........William Frawley 
Dutch SchultZ..seereeeeesss-- Benny Baker 
Susie Reynolds.....+esee-- Nydia Westman 
Florence Taylor......sees. Priscilla Lawson 


The celluloid it’s printed on is 
about the newest thing to ‘Rose 
Bowl,’ a routine football-collegiate 
romance picture that’s just fairly 
entertaining. But on its own it isn’t 
box office, nor is the cast likely to 
help it along much on the business 
end. 

Tom Brown and Benny Baker do 
a double Frank Merriwell, first as 


high school kids and then as college | 


grid stars, and all the while getting 
nowhere with the _ gals because 
Larry Crabbe, the  semi-heavy, 
monopolizes the femme fancies. But 
they take good care of Larry (for- 
merly Buster) at the finish and get 
the girls; yet it remains a question 
whether Crabbe isn’t the real 
winner. 

There’s no music and no chance 
to dance, which requires Eleanor 
Whitney to play it straight. On her 
work thus far, including ‘Rose Bowl,’ 
she seems at her best in musical at- 
mosphere, and the studio might do 
better to save her for the musicals 
rather than toss her into pictures 
like this one. 

Benny Baker grabs the laurels 
because he’s got the comedy part, 
and that happens to be the most 
appealing part in the script. Tom 
Brown is all right as the other boy, 
and he’s superior to the others in 
the early high school sequences be- 
cause he’s the only member of the 
male contingent who looks the part. 
It’s not clear, in the early moments, 
whether Crabbe is a student or the 
coach. 

Priscilla Lawson shows an inter- 
esting new face in a brief assign- 
ment and Nydia Westman passes as 
a sympathetic comedienne. William 
Frawley is a swell deadpan grid 
master mind. 

On pacing, Charles Barton’s direc- 
tion looks good, but the material 
supplied by Producer Botsford didn’t 
give him much leeway. Bige. 


OLD HUTCH 


Metro release of Harry Rapf production. 
Stars Wallace Beery. Features Elizabeth 


Patterson, Eric Linden, Cecilia Parker, 
Robert MceWade. Directed by J. Walter 
Ruben. Screen play, George Kellv; from 
atory by Garret Smith; musical. Dr. Wil- 
liam Axt; camera, Clyde De Vinna. At 
Globe, N. Y.. week Dec, 5, '36. Running 
time, 78 mins. 

EES er re Wallace Beery 
aso adndd6e06 800056 c000% Erie Tinden 
Tren pesvnvececvestecs...+.COeiia Parker 
Mrs. Hutchins..... «++.Elizabeth Patterson 
STE 6 60.000. 60666. 0000606060 Robert McWade 
MNS» s0°64 6604000006008 «»-Caroline Perkins 
Ra ere eoees--JUlia Perkins 
ns £ ives tnecee dean te eoee- Delmar Watson 
SPN. 44640 600deboue esoeess Harry Watson 
UENO incceccs cose ecccecceess James Burke 
TED +6 bs 6b eekeeeet ee ecceseess Virginia Grev 
Gunnison. ...... PTT TT ITT itirr Donald Meek 


It looks as though somebody was 
dozing when they put this feature 
through the hopper because obvi- 
ously the film hasn’t the backbone 
usually associated with Wallace 
Beery starring vehicles. ‘Old Hutch’ 
makes a nice, light comedy which 
doubtlessly will garner fair box 
office, but the secondary interest to 
this main character is not decisive 
enough nor carrying the sympathy 
or contrast to make the production 
measure up to Beery’s recent efforts. 
This accounts for the film having 
been kent out of New York for so 
long after having been out on re- 
lease in the hinterland. 

Whether or not the Satevepost 
yarn by Garret Smith developed a 
virile or vivid character out of the 
wife, daughter or one of the young- 
sters is not important. Most cer- 
tainly one of them should have been 
given a better play in transferring 
the story to the screen by George 
Kelly. As is, the daughter and wife 
are equally stressed and the young- 
sters treated as'a group. This leaves 
‘Old Hutch,’ described as the laziest 
man in town, almost alone to hold 
Interest. Unfortunately, the char- 
acter is not the sort to carry throug 
Without some letdown. ay 

Beery is ideally fitted for the title 
Tole, the born-lazy father with a 
wife and brood of children. From 
the perpetually fishing town loafer, 
his transformation into a hard-work- 
ing tiller of the soil and self-respect- 
ing citizen through finding a cache 
of $100,000 is a skillful and thor- 
oughly humorous bit of Beeryesque 
acting. In his disappointment over 
the disappearance of the vast wealth. 
his cowering attitude in the hands 
of the bank robbers and in his dumb 
boastfulness as he accidentally 

rings about the criminal’s capture, 
ry is in his element. 

The light romance between Eric 
Linden and Cecilia Parker has been 
well knit into the main tale but the 
daughter role never has been ac- 
corded the importance it might read- 
ily have been. Rather, the producers 
have elected to divide secondary in- 
terest between the young couple and 
the hard-working, complaisant wife. 
Both Linden and Miss Parker make 
neat contributions to the story with- 
out overdoing the love interest. 
Probably secondary laurels are de- 
served by Elizabeth Patterson. as the 
abused spouse, though it looks like 


the importance of the part was of 
her own making. 

Robert McWade also does a nice 
bit as the banker whose road project 
blasts Beery’s dream of wealth. Re- 
mainder of the cast, particularly 
the youngsters, are well cast. 

DeSpite apparent story flaws, the 
film has its quota of comical hokum, 
deft dialog and contrasty pathetic 
moments. J. Waiter Ruben kicks in 
with an evenly tempered directorial 
job. Producer Harry Rapf has staged 
it in good taste. Lens work of Clyde 
De Vinna is a bit uneven. 

The picture will not disappoint 
Beery fans if only for the reason 
that it is fluffy and laughable. 

Wear. 








Privat-Sekretarin Heiratet 


(‘Private Secretary Marries’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


release of Bavaria production. 
Dolly Haas Max Hansen, 0O., 
Directed by Hermann Koster- 
Schmidt-Gentner Cast in- 
cludes Genia Nikolajewa, Julius Falken- 
stéin, Erick Kestin At Garden, N , ea 
week Dec. 4, °'36. Running time, 83 mins 


Zwicker 
Features 
Wallburg. 
litz; music, 





Liberal application of the shears 
might have made this one a good 
session of entertainment. It has 
some funny situations and Max Han- 
sen is a competent comic, but after 
40 minutes the material runs thin 
and what had been good farce be- 
comes poor straight romance. 

Complications which keep. the 
fable moving at a jerky pace are of 
four-cornered proportions. Young 
uncomely dame is hired as secretary 
so that the male clerks in the office 
will concentrate on their work. 
Hansen is delegated to frame the 
girl out of the job. He*repents and 
hornswoggles the boss into rehiring 
her. Girl insists on showing her 
gratitude and, while avoiding her, 
Hansen gets involved with the boss’s 
flame. Most of the comedy fanfare 
revolves around the simultaneous 
visit of the two dames to Hansen’s 
apartment, the disputed ownership 
of a leopard-skin coat and the 
efforts of the boss’s sweetheart to 
retrieve the coat during a costume 
ball. 

As the punch-drunk = secretary 
Dolly Haas is a capable foil for 
Hansen’s katzenjammers, while Otto 
Wallburg fits in amply as the blus- 
tering boss with amorous inclina- 
tions. All three are persona non 
grata in the ‘new Germany,’ giving 
an indication of the film’s age. Miss 
Haas is now in Hollywood, after a 
couple of years in England. 

Title is an attempt to cash in on 
“Privaetsecreaterin,’ strong German 


click film of six or seven years ago. 
Odec. 
Burroughs-Tarzan release of Dearholt & 
Stout production. Features Del Cambre. 
Directed by Norman Dawn. Story by 
Dawn; adaptation and dialog, Norton S&S. 
Parker; camera, Dawn and Jacob Kull. 
At Criterion, N. Y., week Dec. 3, ‘36, 
double bill. tunning time, 75 mins. 
aut -EPOUGN 6s inc cdsdeciédos Del Cambre 
AEOPROE ceccccetes Wm. Merrill McCormick 
eee ee re eee eee Wally Howe 
DAOTOMGOPEP sesrcssccccscoccsscs Karl Dwire 
ween POOR asccccd DN centeceset Jack Santos 
DE ca seeeseas se Fraser Acosta 
Eskimo Woman ..........Mrs. Elsie Duran 
eer ere Bertha Maldanado 





As a pictorial exposition, ‘Tundra,’ 
an opus of the Alaskan frozen coun- 
try, has plenty to offer, but as enter- 
tainment it proves little except that 
the aforementioned territory is bad 
land to pick out for hitch-hiking. 
May help on a dual bill in a pinch, 
though the almost total absence of 
plot and its length are handicaps. 

The film will go into that general 
classification of wild animal-native 
actor group. But the main actor 
here speaks with a southern accent, 
is given miserable lines and seldom 
gets the opportunity to prove any- 
thing. He is Del Camp, who takes 
more chances than a Tarzan in his 
escapades with bears, mountain 
lions, wild oxen and ‘other dumb 
beasts of the wild Alaskan spaces. 

Biggest trouble is that it fails to 
measure up to preceding epics of 
this type. It lacks sustained action; 
the most dramatic and thrilling epi- 
sodes are left hanging in mid-air. 
The picture is chockful of highly im- 
possible feats and escapes, even the 
splendid photography and intimate 
shots of wild animals fail to offset it. 

Starts out with a zest, as a ‘flying 
doctor’ sets forth in his plane to 
carry vaccine to a flu-ridden, iso- 
lated village. Engine goes dead and 
his ship crashes into an_ iceberg. 
This episode is thrilling as the air- 
plane bursts into flames, toppling 
the giant berg down on the doctor’s 
head. After that the vehicle be- 
comes a plajn recital of his aimless 
wanderings through the Alaskan 


adopted. 

Production has been poorly edited 
and badly cut. Scenes where he 
stumbles onto the epidemic-swept 
village, with only skeletons perched 
in the various huts, is ghastly and 
unessential. As is the phoney fight 
with a band of dogs. 

Dialog is largely of one-syllable 
words and forced. Del Cambre does 
well enough in the action moments 
but fails to impress as an actor. 
Story, plot and dialog may have been 
partly at fault. Supporting cast is 
ordinary. Cameramen Norman Dawn 
and Jacob Kull are tons with their 
photography and intimate 2»imal 


WOrk,  - pee ti Wear. 





wastelands, lightened by some amus- | 
ing tricks by two bear cubs he has | 


_MEN ARE NOT GODS 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Nov. 27. 


United Artists release of London film pro- 
duction. Stars Miriam Hopkins. Produced 
by Alexander Korda, Written and directed 
by Walter Reisch; scenario and dialog, G. 





A nearer approximation to box- 
office quality than some recent Lon- 
|don productions. It has a lively 
cinematic story with a triangle basis, 
and an excellent performance from 
Miriam Hopkins in a part which 
calls for a delicate blend of broad 
comedy and high drama. 

Miss Hopkins is all the film has 
for marquee strength, save for what 
exploitation play can be made from 
| the direction of Walter Reisch, but it 





| should give thorough satisfaction in- | 


side the theatre. Its sophisticated 
plot and freshness of treatment are 
recommendations, particularly for 
smart audiences. 

There are faults which may call 
attention to its British origin, not- 
ably so in the extravagant diction 


others in the cast. On the credit 
side are remarkably good photog- 
raphy and natural London settings, 
better-than-usua! recording and 
clever use of musical backgrounds. 
That says nothing of Miriam Hop- 


in lighter sequences and moments of 
dramatic suspense. Thus this British 
studio has done right by her, having, 
if anything, assisted in adding a little 
fresh lustre to her reputation. 

Story cleverly adapts the ‘Othello’ 
theme, but with the difference that 
it is the wife who is jealous. Miss 
Hopkins, secretary to a drama critic, 
comes into contact with Sebastian 
Shaw, actor, who has made an over- 
night hit as Shakespeare’s Moor, and 
his wife, Gertrude Lawrence. Eter- 
nal triangle evolves, Shaw seeking 
refuge from the jealous solicitude 
of his wife in the arms of Miss Hop- 
kins. 

Suspenseful clima is reached 
when, Hopkins having thrown him 





over in deference to the wife (who is | 


to have a child), Shaw is tempted io 
turn the death scene of Desdemona 
(played by his wife) to tragic reality, 
only an agonized outburst from Miss 
Hopkins in the auditorium when she 
senses the truth preventing murder. 

Tense melodrama exists in 
climax, built up with fine dramatic 
suspense, and the hand of Director 
|Reisch, plainly evident here, is 
shown elsewhere in the picture in 
touches which a less original megger 
would not conceive. From his star 
he has gotten the best the part can 
offer, but supporting players are only 
variable. Miss Lawrence has her 
best moments as Desdemona, and 
Sebastian Shaw is more effective as 
Othello than as the off-stage actor. 
He has presence and d& good voice; 
there might be something worth de- 
veloping in him. A. E. Matthews, 
seasoned legit player, does a pip of 
a burlesque as the drama critic. 


Ist Mein Mann Nicht 
Fabelhaft? 


(‘Isn’t My Husband Wonderful?’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Indie U. S. release of Terra production. 
Stars Georg Alexander. Directed by Georg 


Jacoby. Music, Theodor Knobel and Walter 
Kiesow. At Casino, N. Y., duals, Dec. 5, 
"36. Running time, 76 mins. 


Weeeee MOORE secccnvdecss Georg Alexander 
i: GO WU: bb evn ices ecason Lien Deyers 
yy QeerrPperereyerreLrrrr, er Ursula Grabley 
Der Direktor des Concordia-Verlages 

a . Hans Junkermann 
Adalbert Windisch ,...... Paul Heidemann 
Pram WiSGist occ cccce Trude Hesterberg 
Friedrich Zirbelschuh ....Curt Vespermann 


Mathilde, seine Frau ...... Mrika Glaessner 
Maedschen bei Windiach....Martha Ziegler 
TROPERIOME cece cescccceccccces Ernst Behimer 
BOMPOCMOTIM cccccccsccccessreee Maria Horst 
Der Milchmann ........ Gerhard Dammann 





(In German) 

Lacking the usual lethargic treat- 
ment and heft this delightful 
German comedy stands alone among 
any dozen other films of similar ori- 
gin. German film makers seem to 
have a fetish for wast@d talk and 
superfluous detail even in comedies 
but, fortunately, in this instance the 
story is too swift for technicians to 
meddle. Film is a fatural for 
Deutsch lovers of the ludicrous and, 
despite the lack of English titles, 
easily understood and appreciated 
by the uninitiated. 

Commendation is due 
Jacoby, director, who, aithough the 
job was not difficult, kept things 
racing. Acting honors go to Georg 


mann and Curt Vespermann. The 
three men are equally adept in 
comic situations, Miss Deyers playing 


sic, essential to all Teutonic films, is 
also found here. Difference is that 
songs really please the ear, another 
step away from the customary 
heavier stuff. Pantomime’s utter 
simplicity makes dialog almost un- 
necessary to follow story. 
Backgrounded in a honeymoon 
love nest and the groom's place of 
employment, a victrola factory, yarn 





B. Stern, Iris Wright; camera, Robert 
Krasker. At Piccadilly theatre, London, 
Nov, 26, "36. Running time 9) mins. 

Ri ests060cvse<en <aeaees Soe Sees 
De chases ssseaekede Gertrude Lawrence 
Edmond Davey .......--... sebastian Shaw 
EN sn de cetedacwauwneteies Rex Harrison 
Bkeates .ccoccccese ecceseecd A. Kk. Matthews 
PYOGWOSr ccccccee eee bebe ewene Val Giélgud 
Katherine «..ccccccecesces: Laura Smithson 
SUEBMIGY ccceccccesecses Laurence Grossmith 
PUD Cees 444 00 004 eeewedeeas Sybil Grove 
Beem. WOIRARINS.. 0. o cd se dbo Winifred Willard 
Gallery Attendant............ Wally Patch 


of supporting players and in the con- | 
trast between the incisive playing of | 
the star and thé less alert acting of | 


kins, who dominates the scene, both | 


this | 


Georg | 


Alexander, Lien Deyers, Paul Heide- | 


a silly young frau to perfection. Mu- | 





|evolves around the comic ontsalies. | 


tions that set in when his young wife 
| through a misunderstanding tells 
{neighbors he is the shop’s director. 
| All the aspiring neighborhood sing- 
ers trek to the store for :ecordings 
lof their voices. Finished product is 
that of real singers with the label 
jJettering altered to fit the embryo 
yodelers. Alexander even dubs his 
own voice for that of Vespermann 
| when he drops record meant for lat- 
|ter. Same recording nets Vesper- 
| mann a contract which he will never 
be able to fill. Alexander through 
trickery gets to the theatre before 
|the unknowing Vespermann = and 
|cinches the deal that was 
meant for his voice. 
| The home life of the newlyweds is 
comically comparable to the humor- 
ous complications of the disc plant, 
with the action split between both 
places. Finding no fault, Lien Deyers 
affords plenty of hearty laughs with 
her incessant gab regarding the won- 
derful qualities of hubby 
Story looks like a good po 
for Hollywood remake. 





hility 
Hurl. 


WHITE DEATH 


(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 
Sydney, Nov. 11. 
Film release of Great 
Ltd., production Stars 
features Nola Warren, John 
by Kdward Rowen 
camera, Arthur Hig- 
At Mayfair theatre 

Running time, 78 


British Empire 
| Barrier Films 
| Zane Grey; 
| Weston. Directed 
| Script, Frank Harvey; 
| gins, H. (. Anderson. 
Sydney, Nov. 7, °36. 
mins. 











Pretty weak effort all around and 
jnot likely to make very much 
Grey’s name may 
but word-of-mouth will do much to | 
| lower big b.o. take. 

Zane Grey is, no doubt, still a 
| good writer of horse operas, but he 
| will not set the world afire in this, 
lhis first acting assignment. Scrib- 
|bler appears to take the whole af- 


| fair in the nature of a vacation and | 
| does not attempt any emoting—not | 


that the story calls for any real act- 
| ing ability. 

Grey’s biz manager, Edward 
Bowen, handled the direction and 
| fails to set even an average stand- 
| are, with the result that the whole 
production stays in the semi-amateur 
|class. Would have been better for 
everybody, including the financial 
backers, had Bowen been content to 





really | 


i tle to commend, 


mean something,| the pair retain their farm 





make a short covering the Australian 

| fishing activities of his boss. 
| Comedy is 
Frith, one time legit favorite, but it 
is comedy of the type that died when 
the old Keystone trademark slipped 
into the Great Beyond. 

The one highlight of the produc- 
tion is the magnificent photography 
in the Great Barrier Reef territory. 
If perchance the pic hits the screens 
overseas these sequences will do 
much to induce tourists from abroad 
to this haven. 

Of the artists playing in ‘White 
| Death’ only one stands a chance of 
| making the grade in future pix. That 
|is the juve lead, John Weston, who 
'has a pleasing personality. Nola 
| Warren, Grey’s protege, is a likeable 
young femme, but no actress. Rest of 
the cast means even less. Rick, 


SPORTING LOVE 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 
London, Nov. 25. 













British Lion-Hammer Production. Stars 
Stanley Lupine, Laddie Clift. Directed by 
J. Elder Wills. Adapted by Fenn Sherie, 
Ingram D’Abbess: from play by Stanley 
Lupino; camera, Eric Cross At Piccadilly 
theatre, London, Nov. 24, °36. Running 
time, 70 mina. 

Percy Brace ...cccccsscecees Stanley Lupine 
Peter Brace..... ....-baddie Clift 
Lord Dimsdgle......+++-4+- Henry Cartisle 
Maud Dane octitantsek fae 
Gerald Dane .... Bobbie Comber 
Aunty Fanny..... .. Clarissa Selwvne 
Nellie Gray ....«- ...Lu Ann Meredith 
Wilfred Wimple ..... ....- Wyn Weaver 


Reasonably close reproduction of 
the musical produced at the Gaiety 





two years ago, with the same stars, 
Additional scenes are naturally 
added, including a newsreel cut-in 


of the English Derby at Epsom. It 
than a musical comedy, and the sit- 


able. It was a success on the stage, 
and should be equally fortunate in 


celluloid form. 

Two sporting young men own a 
racing stable and are broke, with 
everything mortgaged, including an 
entry for the big race, which has 
been attached by the mortgagee on 
the day it is to run. They attempt 
to kidnap the animal and pretend to 
their wealthy aunt that they have 
been married so she will give them 
a handsome check, they mortgaring 
their yacht after it has been sold to 
someone else. Kindred ludicrous 
| situations of this sort, replete with 
| wisecracking, singing and dancing, 
| keep the whole thing going at the 
requisite tempo. 

Stanley Lupino and Laddie Cliff 
are representative English comics 
and they are surrounded by a com- 
petent, but not over-brilliant, cast. 
Production, directing, lighting and 
other mechanical essentials are ade- 
quately supplied. and the whole 
thing makes a felicitous pop-priced 
feature here. Good enough to be 
accepted in America as a  wro- 
i grammer, Jolo, 











and cast. 


supplied by Alfred | 


| 





| oerformance. 
was, and is, more a musical. farce | featured and it is impossible to un- 


| 


uations and dialog are very laugh- | 


| 


|make many pictures. 
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20th Century-Fox release of Sel Lesser 
production, Stars Ralph Bellamy, features 
Mae Clarke. Directed by Howard Brether- 
ton. Adapted from novel, ‘The Re-Creation 
of Brian Kent,’ by Harold Bell Wright: 
screenplay by Earle Snell and Don Sift; 
adaptation, James Gruen: camera Harry 
Newman, At Strand, B’kilyn, week De ; 
"36, double bill Running “7 mins, 
oe ee | eres ee ilph Bellamy 
metty Prentice scccscsccess ‘ Mae Clarke 
a Ber rrr . Hele i Lawell 
Tony Faxter Stanley Andrews 
Bill Harris ...... +e... Lew Kelly 
RSS eo .Mddie Chandler 
Phil Hanson . ichard Alexander 
Old Timer ...... Jack Duffy 





Harold Bell Wright story has lit- 
other than that it 
may make a fair dualer. Ralph Bell- 
amy and Mae Clarke both are mis- 
cast. Miss Clarke is hardly fetching 
as a country lass and Bellamy is off- 
side trying to be funny or social. 

Of the old gaslight drama school, 
it unwinds § slowly. Film opens 
aboard a train bound west. Bellamy 
is identified as a polo player at this 
point. Thereafter, however, the film 
takes many curious twists, not alto- 
gether logical, and most of which are 
only indifferently amusing. 

Being broke, Bellamy trudges 15 
miles to a hotel and comes up clean- 
shaven, neat and untouched, alihouch 


wearing -whites. Which vives an idea 
| of the production values in this film. 


It couldn’t have cost much. 

From that point, Bellamy ‘is shown 
as a chiseler who not only talks his 
way into a free meal at the town’s 


| cafe, but winds up eventually being 
in|cared for by an old lady and her 
either the ace spots or overseas. Zane niece on a farm. 


In trying to help 
Bellamy 


gets mixed up pretty much, but 


| finally manages to help the women 
escape 


the clutches of the town 
slicker, who was trying to grab off 
the homestead. 

Included among the action is a 
horse race such as the stereo west- 
erns often offer, and Bellamy wins 
the race to get $500 with which to 
purchase a threshing machine. That 
sets the villain to start a fire on the 
farm in order to destroy it, and here 
Bellamy shows his supposed polo 
playing experience by driving back 
an old fire house pumper and put- 
ting out the fire. That wins him the 
gal and presumably redemption. 

Photography is on same undistin- 
guished parity with the prod ction 
Shan. 


Once in a Blue Moon 


Paramount 


release of Hecht and Mace 
Arthur production. Features Jimmy Sava, 
Nikita Balieff, Cecilia Loftus Edwina 
Armstrong. Written and directed by Ren 
Hecht and Charles MacArthur: associate 
director and photographer, Lee Garmes; 
musical score, George Anthell At Wortd, 
N. Y.. on double feature, week Dec. 1, °36. 
Running time, 65 mins. 
Gabho the Great...... Timmy Sava 
General Onyegin............. Nikita Ralieff 
an TG Ry Cae Cecelia Loftus 
WIG n bev ee ckbabeoboctors eeneY Rosral 
Princess Wena. .csccccss Edwina Armstrong 
LP. caves rt onde theteebicdce anger tke 
Ce a sss cbwosedeneeua J. Charles Gilbert 
Count Bulba...scocoseess-+..-Hans Steinke 
es Pre . George Antre 
gr Bi are ..Jackie Rorene 
Nikita.......eseeeeee++++-Michael Dalmatoff 





In legit when a turkey is produced 
the producer calls up Cain’s and 
says please come and cart it away. 
That's the end of that. In pictures 
a turkey is sometimes expensive. So, 
as in the case of this picture, a 
couple of years after it’s made it 
shows up on double feature bills in 
hideaways to try and get back six 
or seven cents. And the few exhibs 
who'll be kidded into playing this 
one won't be very happy about it 
afterward. 

Hecht and MacArthur are the 
white-haired boys from Hollywood 
who came to New York and set up 
shop on their own, But they didn’t 
They’re back 
in Hollywood now working for 
people at so much a week and doing 
okay. 

There’s no sense kidding about 
‘Once in a Blue Moon,’ or mincing 


Stanley Lupino and Laddie Cliff. | language, or bein cute about it. It's 


a bad picture. Jimmy Savo is fea- 
tured and is very unfunny in what 
was intended to be a new Chaplin 
Late Nikita Balieif ig 


derstand a word he says. There are 
a half dozen other people in the cast 
(including Whitney Bourne and 
Cecelia Loftus, who deserve better 
breaks), and none of them mean 
anything. There is a sort of a story 
that is intended to be satire on life 
in Russia—it’s a blotch. There’s an 


interesting musical score and _ it’s 
marred by bad sound. Lee Garmes 
is an ace photographer, but he’s 


credited here as also being associate 
director and possibly he got so ex- 
cited about this that it explains the 
bad photography. 

As for Jimmy Savo—he is 
the champ tough luck guy in the 
world or there is just plain some- 
thing wrong somewhere in spite of 
his legion of intelligentsia support- 
ers. He made one film before this; 
it was made by an independent who 
had the courage to shelve it; for an 
independent that’s courage com- 
mensurate with the ‘Message to 
Garcia’ saga. His almost clicks on 
Broadway in legit are _ history 
(‘Parade, ‘White Horse Inn, ‘Ali 
Baba’). Maybe he’s another Chap- 
lin. But if he doesn’t click in somee 
thing outside of vaudeville pretty 
soon he’s gonna have to be Chaplia 


either 











with a long white beard. Kauf. 


ae 
es 
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: By Epes W. Sargent 








Winning Campaign 


Johnny Barcroft, of the RKO Pal-| 
ace, Columbus, Ohio, sends in the! 


complete details of the campaign 
i” which won for him the Packard Con- 
: | test on ‘Swing Time.’ It is too lengthy 


tirety it represents one of the best 


planned campaigns ever to pull 
down a contest prize. 

His basic idea was the selection | 
of a Columbus girl looking most! 


like Ginger Rogers, to front his cam- 
paign. Selection was made by phcr- 
tograph and there were 
prizes for the two runners-up. This 
gave him eight press mentions, in- 
cluding a back page of pictures, and 
also gave him a pivot for his other 
efforts. The girl visited stores, nite- 
ries, hotels, a professional football 
; : game, two running race_ sessions 
; (with a prize cup for the winner of 
a carded event each day), the State 


a ane Da 


ceived the film cans, which arrived 
by plane, toured the city in a Pack- 
ard car with an impersonator of 
Fred Astaire and with him starred 
in the Hollywood opening, and was 
hostess to Gov. Davey, who made a 
special trip to be present. 
: News stories were used plenti- 
Bi fully, backed by local and national 
advertisements, and one on Bojan- 
gles broke an eight-column streamer 
head with a three-column opening 
bank and a five-column story. In- 
cluded was a three-column art break. 

On the air field the girl was posed 
between the plane and a Packard 
ia car, with the latter mentioned; the 
i first time the Ohio State Journal had 
i ever permitted auto publicity on its 

front page. Art was a three-column 

cut. : 

All nite spots used the music 
from the films and the radio was 
invaded from every angle. The open- 
ing was covered by the local CBS 
outlet and both direct periods and 
ride-ins on commercial periods were 
plentiful. Packard went overboard 
on its cooperation and Purol joined 
a in with full force. There were in- 
numerable store displays, a hook to 
Photoplay magazine through news 
| : dealers, and a special plane at the 
: ae airfield was kept at her disposal the 
| ae entire week, serving chiefly as a 
: banner location, but getting plenty 
if of attention. The Mayor proclaimed 
a special week. 

These are just the highlights, but 
they suffice to show that Barcroft 
made the grade with good reason. 


4 Fighting T. B. 

Detroit. 
. ' Local theatres have cut off for 
, t 
¢ 





themselves a big slice of goodwill, 
through co-operation with Detroit 
Board of MHealth’s current drive 
against tuberculosis. Battle against 
ae disease already had help to radio 
stations and newspapers, so theatres 
u} jumped into civic spirit with all 
im ands. 

George W. Trendle, op of the 15- 
house United Detroit chain, and 
H. M. Richey, secretary of Allied of 
Michigan, both pledged their full as- 
sistance, and other indie spots are 
flocking to get on the bandwagon. 
One of the displays to be flashed on 
the screens reads: 

Public Enemy No. 1 








A Pe A 


. Ps pasts 
: excise 
S terrae 


! public cougher, Handkerchiefs 
it aren’t to be sneezed at. They are 
to be sneezed into, and are a great 
protection to others. 
Detroit Department of Health. 





More Aerial Pennies 


Omaha. 
This time of the year title ‘Pen- 
nies from Heaven’ lends itself 
i i handily to the many Christmas sea- 
my son funds and charity erganizations. 
1 i Plan was worked out here by Louise 
Ai Cotter of the Brandeis theatre in 
i connection with the Omaha showing 
- whereby Bee News free shoe fund 
a. got the benefit. Large department 
. stores gladly gave large space to dis- 
ui play barrels into which passers-by 
; could deposit their loose coins as 
9 pennies from heaven for the poor 
-—% kids. Reaped a nice little sum for 
the charity, and got generous notice 
| i § for the picture in the daily. 
; As a novelty stunt in connection 
f with the Crosby film, Miss Cotter 
arranged to have pennies actually 
drop from heaven by attaching en- 
cy velopes containing the coins (the 
a | shiny new kind) to gas-inflated toy 
4 § balloons. The balloons rise, fioat for 


to be given in detail, but in its en-| 


additiona' | 


fair, Grand Circuit trotting races, re- | 


At this season of the year is the | 





{ 


The Joys Have It 





Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 
Lou Metzger, operator of an 
indie chain in Southern Cali- 
fornia, observed National Joy 
Week in all his houses, in ap- 
preciation of considerably in- 
creased grosses, 
Patrons were invited to sing 
the national anthem, 











Good Will 


Spartanburg, S. C. 

| Manager Bob Talbert of four local 
| Wilby-Kincey houses figures local 
| good will among top assets of his 
| Set-up, and collected a large share 
|of that commodity at little expense 
as the Christmas season began, 

Local dailies, merchants, civic 
leaders and Chamber of Commerce 
|} were working day and night on 
plans for an elaborate system of 
|lights and other decorations, plus a 
| huge Santa Claus parade. There was 


plenty of dough on the line, but 
|problgm developed when the rush 
for work on many floats, etc., ex- 
hausted small supply of available 


technicians. Talbert plugged the gap 
by offering services of his artists’ 
staff gratis in emergency. He made 
the offer in a smart way—by tele- 
phoning the newspapers. Sheets 
gave him a nice complimentary plug | 
and his generosity became town talk. 
Talbert had to revamp his own 
schedules to permit the men time 
to work on the civic proposition— 
but at the moment he has the local 
folks all grateful. Which he figures 
is a nice way for them to feel since 
the W-K houses are just launching 
their big winter programs. 

Carolina (W-K house) tied in with 
local morning paper to run ‘Re- 
union,’ serial based upon script for 
Dionne quintuplets opus at theatre 
first of the month. Papers used a 
page one art and copy build-up for | 
serial, 
thereby. 








Drumming Up ‘Dream’ 
Concentrating on the schools got 
80% of the business from students 
and still made double the usual take 





the Green theatre, Wilmington, Del. 
Arthur Cohn contacted 30 schools in 


bit admission, against the 
30c. before 4:30 p.m. 

In addition, he contacted the wo- 
men’s clubs and got contact with the 
Better Films Council, which sent 
recommendation to some 60 sub- 
sidiary clubs. Four other important 
clubs, not connected with the better 
films movement, were separately 
contacted. 

Everything was done with thor- 
oughness, but with an absence of 
the usual ballyhoo, which Cohn felt 
might cheapen the appeal. He seems 
to have had the right idea. 


regular 


for ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ for | 


and near Wilmington, offering a two- | 


Gags for N. H. 


New Haven. 

Ben Cohen breaking out a new 
stunt or two from week to week at 
| the College. On ‘Reunion,’ he used 
'a number of plugs along the quint 
langle and topped off with a heap of 
| quint-endorsed milk cans in a win- 
dow, with prizes for nearest guesses 





on number of cans. Also contacted 
| doctors and nurses on medical angle | 
| with a letter that was mailed with- 
|}out cost of envelopes by simply fold- | 

ing and sealing with pre-cancelled | 
| stamp. 

For ‘Desperado,’ Cohen is getting 
}some swell gratis advance plugs 
through Italian music teachers, com- | 
| posers, etc., who were given a pre- 
view. Guests are passing the word | 
| along through speeches to organiza- 
tions, etc. 

Bob Russell, at Poli’s, used Thanks- 
giving for a stunt on ‘Love on Run.’ 
A still of Joan Crawford carving a 
turkey was used to boost a contest 
for the best Thanksgiving menu sub- 
mitted. Oakley prizes. 

For ‘Theodora,’ Russell’s best gag 
was a synopsis of the picture, printed 
to resemble a Liberty short short, | 
and inserted in that mag., 








As Per Usual 


Charlotte, N. C. 

It was an old one but it worked 
like a clock here. The directors of 
the Roberson County Fair announced 
that a white baby, complete with 
adoption papers, would be given 
away free as the climax of the fair, 
to the winner of a drawing, despite 
the State law against drawing by | 
lots for a child. 

The curiosity, generally tinged 
with a sharp indignation, which the 
announcement aroused, was ended 
before the largest crowd in the 22- 
year history of the county fair when 
Cutlar Moore, one-time state demo- 
cratic secretary, won the draw. 

















(Continued from page 10) 
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Comparative Grosses for November 






































To Moore was given a white baby 
pig, which squealed with alarm as 
the crowd roared with delight. 


plugging film and theatre | Moore accepted the baby, the adop- 


tion papers, and the congratulations 
of the crowd. 





Oakleys With Eats 


Charlotte, N. C. 
The Carolina is giving the works 


\to the Mae West film, ‘Go West | 
Young Man,” because her leading | 
iman is Randy Scott, Charlottean. 


Manager Eugene Street has plastered 
the town far better than usual, up- 
| ped the newspaper budget some, and 
|to that is adding a raft of free stuff 
| that—he- gets in a build-up because 
of the ‘locai boy makes good (or 
West) connection.’ 

Over at Asheville Creighton’s, eat- 
ing house, is now presenting theatre 
tickets to any of three local houses 
to all evening diners on Thursday. 
They come as a bonus when the 
check is paid. Diners state their 
choice of theatres. This is boosting 
attendance for that night. 











BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Omaha. 

Omaha United Artists exchange 
working on new basis of sales terri- 
tory assignments following the resig- 
nation of the Frankel boys, Milt and 
Harry. Brothers left the U. A. em- 
ploy couple of weeks ago to take up 
air-conditioning biz in Illinois. 

Danny McCarthy, formerly booker, 
steps up to sales post and other 
vacancy filled by Harry Lefholtz, 
formerly connected with Universal 
and midwest Republic in Omaha. 
McCarthy's desk is taken over by 
Gegrge McCool who served as 
booker years ago, but recently had 
charge of poster and shipping room. 
Seuth Platte, Nebraska, territory and 
Iowa area left vacant by departure 
of Frankels, but assignments for 
McCarthy and Lefholtz have not yet 
been made definite. 

Manager D. V. MacLucas an- 
nounced that Ed Rostermundt- would 
stick to his regular Nebraska and 
South Dakota territory. Sid McArdle, 
new face in the shipping department. 








Galveston. 








: a short time, and then are dragged 
: back to earth by the weight of the 
coin; some were dropped from) 
medium height buildings, which plan | 
proved more effective. Stunt was 
heightened by a bit of advance plug- | 
: | fing and the inclusion of several 
h Pairs of passes in coin envelopes. 


Always Good 


! 
Atlanta, Ga. | 
For the third year in a row, Lucas 
Jenkins’ theatre employees are) 
peadling Christmas gift theatre | 
books. Coupons in these books total 
$2.50 and sell for $2. These cou-| 
pons are good at any L. & J. house, | 
of which there are 80 in the state. | 
nse to sale ‘this year indicates 
As scheme is getting. over in a bigger | 
and better way. 


eae 





Negro playhouse in Houston will 
be built at 905 W. Dallas, according 
to Albert Ferb, in making public 
plans for his new theatre which is to 
cost around $30,000. 

Ten thousand dollar moving pic- 
ture theatre under construction at 
Goose Creek. near here. H. E. Bron- 


son, Goose Creek manager for East 
Texas Amusement Co., announced 
plans. 





Des Moines. 
A. K. Farrell, former Tri-States 
theatre manager in Des Moines, has 
been named resident manager of the 
Lyon theatre, Rock Rapids, Iowa. He 
also will have charge of construc- 
tion of another house in Rock Rapids 


Canton, Ohio. 


Ralph H. Shaffer, now manager of 
the Garden, Portsmouth. 


Harry Walters, assistant manager 
at the Kenyon, Pittsburgh, is the 
new manager of the Prince, Am- 
bridge, Pa. 

Norwalk Loyal Order of Moose 
has sold the Moose theatre at Nor- 
walk, owned and operated by the 
lodge since 1922, to the Schine The- 
atre Company. 

Harry Steinberg of Youngstown 
has taken over the Fountain theatre. 
Cleveland, from William Weiss and 
plans to install a combingtion stage 
and film policy. y, 





St. Louis. 

Gene Baker, chief of service of 
Ambassador, upped to treasurer, re- 
placing Paul Buck, named asst. mgr. 
of house. Baker’s place filled by 
Donald Norling. Baker turned down 
an offer to become associated in New 
York with Paul Ash, who directed 
pit band at Ambassador and who 
will open office in New York to 
| develop talent for F &M’s circuit. 
Ash left St. Louis Friday (4), 








P-ttsburgh. 
Bob Senft, former assistant at 
|Loew’s Penn and Warner manager in 
Johnstown, Pa., has left indie Barry 
here to become assistant to John 
|Goring at Shea-Hyde Fulton. 


Ed (Hippo) Segal, who quit man- 


agership of WB Etna few months ago 
to join Schine circuit in New York 
state. has left that organization, and 
is now at Lido in the Bronx. 





New Haven. 
Bob Carney in from Bridgeport 
Majestic as asst. mgr. at College. Post 
was formerly held by Eddie Dolan, 





by the Pioneer Theatre Corp., which 


has leased the Rock Rapids theatre. 
















































































































































































] Nov. 5 Nov. 12 Nov. 19 __—i Nov. ._.. 
FIFTH AVE. | Great | Dodsworth Libeled Lady Lady 
(2,400; 27-87-42) | Ziegfeld $6,200 $11,000 ; $6,960 
High. $26,000 | $5,900 | (2d week) 
Low.. 2,500 (2d week) eae A (i eee sl 
' ae oe | Old Hutch | Magnificent | Tarzan 
MOUNT Broadcast and Brute | Escapes 
(83,106; 16-21-32) | and Girl on Front and _and 
High. $57,800 | Sworn ” Page 15 Maiden | Wedding 
|Low.. 3,400 Enemy $7,100 Lane Present 
$11,000 $3,800 | $5,209 
LIBERTY | Legion of Come and Get It ‘Get It 
(1,900; 16-27-37) Terror Get It $6,300 $3,600 
High. $12,600 and $9,300 (2d week) (3d week, @ 
Low.. 1,700} Come Closer, days) 
Folks 
$3,400 ao Eo ge a 
MUSIC BOX)! Midsummer | Great Ziegfeld Pigskin 
(900; 27-37-42) | Nite’s Dream Ziegfeld $2,700 Parade 
High. $17,000 | $2,700 $3,700 (2d week) and 
Low.. 1,700 Don’t Turn 
"Em Loose 
$2,900 
—— —— = ma - —— amen 
PITTSBURGH 
Nov. 5 | Nov. 12 Nov. 19 | Nov. 26_ 
PENN Old Hutch Tarzan Come and Love on th 
(3,300; 25-33-40) $8,700 Escapes Get It Run 
High. $41,000 $11,500 $8,000 $16,000 
Low.. 3,800 at a 
WARNER Wives Never Wedding Charge Light! Murder with 
(2,000; 25-40) Know Present Brigade Pictures 
High. $29,000 and and $5,500 and 
Lew.. 2,000 Black Cat Without (6 days) Captain’s Kid 
$4,000 Orders $4,000 
$7,000 (6 days) 
(8 days) _ — 
STANLEY | Midsummer |Charge Light Woman Valiant Word 
(3,600; 25-40-60) | Nite’s Dream Brigade Rebels for Carrie 
High. $48,300 $10,000 $20,000 $14,500 $17,500 — 
Low.. 3,200 (Major Bowes} (Ben Bernie 
Ams) Orch.) 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Nov. 5 Nov. 12 Nov. 19 | __ Nov. 26 
MINNE- Valiant Word'Libeled Lady Dodsworth Go West, 
SOTA for Carrie $18,000 $8,000 Young Man 
(4,200; 35-40-60) $8,000 $5.000 
High. $45,000 (6 days) 
|Low.. 5,000 Oe eee 
ORPHEUM Case Velve Walking on Woman 3 Men on a 
(2,890; 25-35-40) Claws Air Rebels Horse 
High. $25,000 $2,500 $20,000 $5,000 $9,000 
Low.. 2,000 (Folies (6 days) 
Parisienne 
Unit) a ¥ 1 
LYRIC Anthony Sworn Enemy | Libeled Lady Lady 
(1,300; 20-25) Adverse $1,800 $6,000 $4,000 
High. $28,000 $2,200 (2d week) 
Low.. 2,500; 5 ee ao 
STATE Dimples Wedding Ladies in Old Hutch 
(2,300; 25-35-40) $5,200 Present Love $4,000 
High. $17,000 $3,000 — $4,500 (6 days) 
Low.. 900 *(5 days) 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Nov. 5 Nov. 12 Nov. 19 __ Nev. 26 
APOLLO Dimples Cain and Charge Light Reunion 
(1,100; 25-40) $2.500 Mabel Brigade $4,500 
High. $15,400 |. $5,500 $4,500 
Low.. 1,200; ae am 
LYRIC Pigskin Captain’s Kid | Under Your | Luckiest Girl 
(2,000; 25-30-40) Parade $9,700 Spell in World 
High. $15,500 $10,700 (Mardi Gras $10,000 $9,800 
Low.. 1,800 (Glorified Unit) (Dave 
Follies Unit) Apollon 
(Stage Show) ___ Revue) ne 
CIRCLE Valiant Word Wedding Woman Go West, 
(2,800; 25-40) for Carrie Present Rebels Young Man 
High. $26,000 and and and and 
Low., 1,700) Wives Never| Don’t Turn Rose Bowl Big Game 
Know "Em Loose $5,000 $7,500 
___ $4,200 $3,400 
LOEW’S Old Hutch Tarzan Come and | Love on thé 
(2,600; 25-40) and Escapes Get It Run 
High. $19,000| Craig’s Wife and and $10,000 
Lew.. 2,000 $4,300 Adventure Longest Night 
in Manhattan $5,400 
$5,700 
—=s 
MONTREAL ‘ 
a ee a Nov. 12 Nov. 19 Nov. 26 
PALACE Ladies in Great Charge Light Libeled 
(2,700; 50) Leve and Ziegfeld Brigade Lady 
High. $18,000 15 Maiden $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 
Low.. 4,500 Lane 
$7.500 
CAPITOL Big Devil Is a Pigskin 3 Men ona 
(2,700; 50) Broadcast Sissy and Parade and Horse and 
| High. $30,000 and Final Women are Panic on the Isle of Fury 
Low.. 5,100 Hour Trouble Air $6,500 . 
___ $6,000 $6,500 $7,000 
PRINCESS Wedding Magnificent | Our Relations Gay 
(2,300; 50) Present and| Brute and and Murder Desperade 
| High. $25,000 | Valiant Word Girl on Front | With Pictures and All 
|Low.. 3,500 for Carrie Page $6,500 American 
$6,000 $7,000 Chump 
(2d week) $6.000 
LOEW’S Bengal Tiger Adventure in| Star for Night President's 
(3,200; 50) $14,000 Manhattan $11,000 Mystery 
High. $20,000) ‘(Hollywood $10,000 (Hit Parade $11,000 
Low.. 3,000) Hotel Unit) (Ina Ray Unit) (NTG Unit) 
‘Stage Show?! Hutton) 








who hopped to like position in Poli, | —— 


Waterbury. 


(Continued on page 21) 
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MUSIC HALL, N.Y. 


It's a dull week at Radio City 
Music Hall this stanza. ‘Winterset’ 
(RKO) on screen is drab in theme 
and Russell Markert’s ‘Underground’ 
stage presentation likewise lacks 
lustre for all its attempts at artificial 
jridescence in costumes and decor. 


This ‘subterranean fantasy,’ de- 
signed by Nat Karson, is a hodge- 


podge despite its novelty in concept. | 


A special ‘Diamond Mine’ song by 
Maurice Baron-Albert Stillman 
opener, Robert Weede at the helm 
of the male choir in what looks 
like a coal mine until it segues into 
‘diamonds,’ with the ballet’ in 
spangles and rhinestones impressing 


terpsichorically. However, the cos- 
tuming in this one session isn’t 
happy, with the white bodices un- 


derneath the black gowns giving an 
unflattering heft to the gals’ midriffs 


that’s not consistent with their actual | 


svelte proportions, 

‘Chez Green Cellar’ is 
ranean nitery, further in line with 
this fantasy, wherein Béatrice Joyce 


vocalizes ‘Serenade in the Night,’ but | 


her palpable violin-faking is so ob- 
vious it spoils the _ illusion. 
Apache atmosphere leads into Sylvia 
Manon and her three stalwarts, one 
of the better adagio combos with 
their aerial heaves and catapults— 
standard in this style of terps. 

‘Pixie Palace’ combines everything 


into a medley, but per usual the 
Markert Rockettes save the day— | 
well, not quite. In between the 


Pichianni Troupe do three-high ris- 
leys from teeter-boards, tossing the 


topmounters in that wise from the 
seesaws. A bit of a flash, but not 


flashy enough. 

‘March of Time,’ the usual news- 
reel, Dick Liebert and Erno Rappe’s 
symphonists with Ponchielli’s ‘Dance 
of the Hours’ from ‘La Gioconda’ 
constitute the hors d’ouvres. 

Biz ns.g. opening (Thursday) 
night, final show, with the loges— 
expected to be bullish for the class 
pix—not 50% capacity. Abel. 


LOEW’S STATE, N.Y. 


Harry Richman has. evidently 
taken heed of the criticisms aimed 
at his manner of exploiting his 
trans-Atlantic flight with Dick Mer- 
rill. He had been accused of bad 
taste, so now he has eliminated even 
the slightest mention of the incident, 
with the result that he’s again a 
solid singing click. 

This is his second appearance on 
Broadway since the ocean hop. First 
date was at the Hollywood Restau- 
rant, where biz was disappointing. 
Here he is coupled on the marquee 
with ‘Valiant Is the Word for Car- 


rie’ (Par), and the wicket was not | 


jammed Friday evening, nor was the 
inside of the theatre more than 
three-quarters filled. Apparently 
that unfavorable publicity on the re- 
turn hop had even more disastrous 
effect than was at first realized. 
Rumors of a battle with Merrill, the 
pilot, and the subsequent scrap 
Richman had with a N. Y. news- 
le a seem to have taken their 
oll. 


As a straight singer Richman is 
still a strong entertainer. He's also 
Boing in for comedy, even tickling 
the ivories a bit, something he has 
seldom done since he played the 
piano for Mae West, way back when. 
He had to beg off at this catching, 
after three encores. 

Rest of the State’s show is straight, 
though undistinguished, variety. 
Opener is the Virginia Bacon, Falla 
Sisters flash, with Blanche Lewis, a 
snappy hoofer, assisting. Miss Bacon 
g0es in for toe work, while the Falla 
Sisters seriously blend modernistic 
with acrobatic dancing and barely 
get away with it. Act is well draped 
and costumed. 

Gali Gali, sleight-of-hand artist, is 
in New Acts. He is this show's 
deucer and okay. Third come Stone 
and Lee, standard mixed comedy 
team, whose humor is too standard 
for modern consumption. Most of 
their gags are too old, though the 
femme’s interview is still good for 
some laughs. She gives the mob a 
peep at a swell pair of gams for a 
dancing blow-off, which affords an 
applause exit. 

Honey Troupe is in the closing 
slot behind Richman with their 
tumbling and teeterboard work. 
Mixed ‘sextet -is young and works 
fast and smoothly to good results. 

Scho. 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 4. 
Phil Baker tops the current show, 
and, although he is drawing fair 
trade on strength of his ether build- 
up, he will add few followers on the 
Strength of his offering here. Baker 
1s pretty well known around these 
parts and so are most of his gags by 
yw, 
Harry McNaughton and Agnes 
Moorhead assist him. The whole 
turn would be hardly more informal 
if the trio mouthed their lines while 


Beping lemonade in a lawn swing. 
eer and Beetle are two smart 
roupers (not to mention Bottle) 


and when they put their heads to- 
8ether can turn out some smart stuff 
for radio. They should do the same 
for a live audience in Boston. 

Seven G's, from the Gulf Radioj 


is | 


a subter- | 


The | 


| butler. 


company, support the bill with pleas- 
ant harmonizing of pops. Pete, 
Peaches and Duke add needed zip 
to a slow-paced unit with their su- 
perb precision taps and challenges. 
The Bernards and the Duvals get 
plenty laughs in a goofy session of 
hoke modern dancing. 

Line girls open with a top hat 
number that is just an opener, but 
later offer a beautiful ballet on 
‘Tales from the Vienna Woods’ that 
registers heavily. 

Lighting is outstanding all through 
| the show and scenic work rates a 
no 





Screen has ‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par). 
Fox. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 4. 
After coupla weeks with units and 
bands, Michigan comes through cur- 
rently with another Howard Pierce- 


Headlines Herbert Mundin, 
cockrmey character who’s making his 
first p.a. in more than five years; 
|}and backed up with Neila Goodelle, 


a plenty nifty warbler from the 
ether; the Stewart Morgan adagio 
dancers, who click here often; Vox 


and Walters, ventriloquists, and 
Revel, Baxter and Dean, knock- 
abouts. 


Nicely staged, and with more than 
| the usual emphasis on settings, show 
runs about 50 minutes, plus a pop 
|}overture under Eduard Werner’s 
| baton and featuring Bobby Vernon, 
singer. M.c. duties handled by Merle 
Clark, organist. 


Show is off to a bangup start, with | 


| Revel, Baxter and Dean, trio of per- 
| sonable males, contributing round of 
nonsense, mimicry and instrument- 
playing that sets well. Miss Goodelle, 
deuce, proves to be both eyeful and 
earful. Her change of pitch for vari- 
ous tunes gets out of line on at least 
one of her numbers, but on the 
whole she’d be welcome on any bill. 
She proves her versatility with three 
diversified numbers, first ‘De-Lovely,’ 
then ‘Way You Look Tonight’ (while 
she also pounds the ivories), and 
finally ‘Mr. Paginini.’ The second 
type is her best bet. 

Vox and Walters, male and femme 
ventriloquist, pull a wide variety of 
stunts with their ‘boy’ 
dummies, including singing, whis- 
tling, dancing and crying. But why 
Miss Walters should spoil an other- 
wise fine act with some silly hoofing 
at the wrong time is a big question. 

Preceding Mundin, house runs a 
big puff-up on screen concerning his 
parts in various flickers, topped off 
with a scene from ‘Mutiny on the 
Bounty’ and ‘Tarzan Escapes,’ in 
both of which Mundin appeared re- 
cently. Mundin nonchalantly hip- 
| pity-hops on stage and proceeds to 
tell coupla jokes, following which he 
re-enacts bit from ‘Cavalcade,’ in 
which he had role of ‘Bridges,’ a 
Short scene, aided by a nice 
setting, is okay. Mundin’s wife, an- 
other woman and a child, also take 
part. Mundin then renders a nifty 
bit, tagged ‘a cockney impression of 
what took place before Waterloo.’ 

Closing cog is allotted the Stewart 
Morgan dancers, three brawny males 
and a petite girl, who perform 
numerous adagio bits that click 
plenty. A huge fountain and nicely 
set garden aid lustre. 





Show backed up by ‘Go West, 
Young Man’ (Par). House well filled 
Pete. 


early Friday evening. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 5. 
First all-colored revue to play 
mainstem in six months is providing 
footlight fare this week. Show was 





| works 


thrown together especially for this 
engagement, the headliner, Ethel 
Waters, quitting her regular unit to 
fulfill local booking. 


Phil Lampkin, house maestro, 
opens stage pe’ .ion with Irish over- 
ture, first pit nusical effort in three 
weeks due t_ series of organlogs and 
community sings. 

Lucky Millinder’s band, which 
upstage throughout show, 
opens with hot introduction and fol- 
lows 
‘Stardust,’ using Chuck Richards, 
vocalist. Conway and Parks next on 
with flash strutting, trucking and 
pantomime that wins two encores. 

Band takes over with ‘Algiers 
Stomp,’ presented as composed by 
band’s third trumpeter, and straight 
version of ‘Caroline,’ sung in glee 
club fashion with entire band down- 
stage and no accompaniment. Ar- 





rangement hoked 
few ‘veah-man’'s’ which don’t help it 
any. 


1S 





built show and it has plenty of merit. | 
film 





| 


| 





and ‘girl’ | 





with smooth arrangement of | 





at finish with | 


Band socks ‘Ride, Red, Ride,’ which | 


gives simple introduction of Ethel 
Waters by Millinder a contrast that 
is efféctive. Scrim goes down be- 
tween band and Waters as she goes 
into polished version of ‘Dinah.’ 
Dolled up in evening gown and work- 
ing front mike with baby spot, | 
Waters runs through ‘Ain't Gonna 
Sin No More, ‘It Takes a Good 
Woman to Keep a Man at Home’ 
(which had to be cleaned up plenty). 
‘Stormy Weather’ and ‘Am I Blue?’ 

Four Step Brothe: s are on for the 
finish with whirlwind of tap 

Pic is ‘Our Relations’ (MQG). 

Craig. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Usual 180 minutes flat without a 
stop watch in the dark. Performance 
includes Universal's ‘Luckiest Girl 
in the World,” a 2l-minute short 
about the G-Men, a colored cartoon 
and the doings on the stage. Any-| 


how, it seems like 180 minutes. Or | 
more. 
Bob Hall is the headliner. With | 


the aid of the loudspeaker system | 
he manages to make his von-crsa-| 
tional rhymes about people in the | 
audience carry through the big! 
house, where talk is always tough. | 
Hall has been doing this routine for | 
as many years as the Roxy has had 
ushers. And the customary irony 
occurs—it’s new again. Audience 
reaction was of the never-saw-such- 


a-thing-before variety. But he 
couldn’t make them laugh enough 


to get much applause. He was ac- 
cepted as a freak. Hall needs bet- 
ter material. 

Paul Ramos and his Midgets are 


the applause-getters of the bill. 
Production numbers fail to stir} 

enthusiasm. Chorines are just do- 
ing a walk-through. They walk 


through waltzes, tangoes and what- 
nots. Three sets of ballroom dancers, 
all routine, work in this layout. 
Chorus comes back again and walks 
through a flag drill. 

Ben Yost and Collegians glee-club 
a hit and the basso of the outfit 
holds a note for 45 seconds. That's 
a stunt for you. 

After the. newsreel Ford Bond 
comments on the news. Mrs. Simp- 
son, of course. Bob Hall also gives 
the royal romance due attention. 

Land. 





PALACE, CHICAGO 


girl, is given chance in next slot and | 
sings ‘You Turned Tables On” Me." | 
Customers called her back for an en- | 
core. Three Randall Sisters, late of | 
‘Vanities,’ do some close harmony | 
that scores. Bill Anson, impersona- | 
tor, rounds out the show. Ben Ber- 
nie, Amos ’n Andy, et al., but makes 





| mistakes when responding to encore 


does a Joe Penner impersonation 
with Byron aiding and abetting. 
This effort was less effective than 
that done by Jackie Green the pre- 
vious week. Screen holds ‘Pennies 
from Heaven’ (Col). Biz- good. 
Sahu. 


TOWER, K.C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 4. 

Last week the Tower, having hit 
on the sought for combination of 
good pic and good vaude, pulled up 
with best gross in many months. 
B. o. looks for a tumble currently 
from last week’s high, but will still 
manage an average take. Pic 
‘Luckiest Girl’ (U) with Fox news. 
Flesh section is undistinguished, but 
it adds up to 45 minutes of pleasant 
entertainment and moves fast enough 
to give the illusion that things are 
better than they really are. 

Two local lads, Ted and Al Wald- 
man, who strayed from these pas- | 
tures some time ago, are headlining | 
with their blackface routine. Their 
patter is inclined to lag. They use 
a jew’s harp and a harmonica ‘with 
fair results. 

Buck Ward goes pretty whimsical 


Is 


with his barnyard imitatigns and 
hardly has enough for a single. He 
works fast, however, and scrams 


early, which is to his credit. 

The Keene Twins, gal acro-hoofers, 
with Vic and LaMarr, male dittoes, 
are on early setting a brisk pace. 
The turn goes at top speed all the 
way. Nothing new in their flips, 





Chicago, Dec. 4. 

Currently there’s another show on 
this stage which doesn’t add up to| 
anything. It lacks finish, expanse 
and bulk. It, like most of the shows 
in this house, doesn’t rate for presen- 
tation with such second-rate houses 
as the State-Lake and Oriental. The 
Palace is supposed to be the flag- 
ship of RKO in the midwest, the 
showcase of the circuit in this en- 
tire territory; yet it’s booked like a| 
two-bit ink-pot. 

They stick two acts in a vaude | 
line-up and then switch to a band ' 
show for the Waller 
shindig. Opening is another one of 
those femme skating acts. the Six 
Marvels, such as are turned out like 
sausages from that town in Indiana. 
Six girls spinning in regulation 
whirls on roller-skates. Okay for 
the smaller houses, but not for. the 
Palace. Cookie Bowers is a ‘life- 
saver in the deuce with his standard 
mimicking routine. But that is all 
there is to the vaude. 
the Waller act and so to the audience 
it is just three acts. The public 
doesn’t know running time and spe- 
cialty acts. 


how one gesture can ruin an act. 
Waller opened to a reception and | 
he looked a cinch with the audience 
ready to eat out of his hand. But 
at the conclusion of his first num- 
ber, Waller did something that was 
inexcusable and the audience iced 
up immediately. He took his hand- 
kerchief and wiped himself under 
his arms and topped it off by mak- 
ing a pass at another part of his 
anatomy. It was an ill-considered 
gesture and it took the entire length 
of the remainder of the act to get 
the audience loosened up again. 


orchestra | 


Then comes | 


leaps and somersaults, but nicely | 


| done. Payees doled this turn the best 


mitt at show caught. 

The tyros, ten-year-old male twins, 
do some rhythm tapping and pipe a | 
pop tune. Costuming of the pair is 
brutal. 

Lester Harding, m.c., gesticulates 
a couple of songs garnering nice re- | 
turns. The line (10) is seen in three 
routines. Last appearance finds two | 
of the youngsters, Mary Minor and | 
Gloria Fox, out in front with some | 
splendid high kicking. Hoyt. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 4. 

Emphasize the French billing, stick 
| blowups of a couple of good-looking 
| nudes in the lobby and the lokyokes 
}are practically a pushover. They've 
| been burned a couple of times by 
| turks capitalizing on the Parisian in- | 
| fluence..but they always come back | 
for more. This time their patience | 
and confidence are rewarded, for | 
Clifford C. Fischer’s French Casino | 











|revue, ‘Folies Parisienne’ .is_ the) 
goods. 
This is the unit that closed on| 


Waller himself is an example of | Broadway last of August and opens | 
| Jan. 15 at Miami's French 


Casino, 
and it had ’em all fighting for front | 
seats this afternoon, which is_ the) 
tip-off. Nudity, however, has been) 
curtailed a bit for the road, but | 
there’s still enough of it present to 
send the mob away talking, and that 
should produce. 

Show's the best of this type to play 
here since first ‘Folies Bergere’ unit, | 
‘Hello, Paris,’ almost two years ago. | 
That was also a Fischer show and) 
probably topped current revue by a | 
slight margin in both production and | 
talent. Even so, ‘Folies Parisienne’ 





Three acts work in front of band; 
a trio of pretty fair hoofers in the 
Lang Sisters. a whirlwind hotcha 
singer, Myra Johnson, who gets more 
out of her bumps and grinds than 
from her pipes, and Chuck and 
‘ huckles for some cross-fire talk and 
eccentric dancing. In between the 
Waller orchestra swing-times satis- 
factorily. 

Entire act is hurt by the careless- 
ness of the settings and the presen- 
tation. A cheap drop in the back- 
ground is all there is to dress up 
the stage. Hardly suitable for a 
house that gets 75c and which tries 
to cater to the smartest crowd 
town. 

Picture is ‘Smartest Girl in Town’ 
(RKO), Business fair last show Fri- 
day. Gold. 


AMBASSADOR, ST.L. 


St. Louis, Dec. 4. 


A new baton wielder and a new 


m.c. perform creditably at Am- 
bassador currently, but pit show 
lacks sustained zip to keep it on| 
standard of*previous offerings. For 


second consecutive week, show 
an impersonator. 

Al Dietzel, former band leader at 
radio station KWK, billed by man- 
agement as Al Dee, for no apparent 


offers 


reason, has replaced Paul Ash a 
baton wielder and does a nice iob 
keeping the tooter in harmony 
Ash's mantle of m.c. has descended 
on shoulders of George Byron, who 
now is theatre’s newstator. songste: 
| and m.c., and he does all three thin 
in okay fashion. News flashe 
which Byron opens 45-min. yW 
are really late news in contrast to 
stale stuff palmed off on c er 
opening night last v k After By- 
ron’s effort up com band and 
singer gives wav to Nelso: Marion- 
ettes. From directo t plat- 
for | sitt are ve imopen view 
of how dummie ral ° TY Bal yiila? va! 
Ruby Kane, theatre check room 


i 


in | 
| 


entertainment that smacks consist- 
ently of the Continent and they’re 
growing to like it in these diggings. | 
Consumes exactly an hour and it’s | 
slap-bang all the way through. with| 
only an occasional soft spot. These | 
were technical faults, however. with | 
some of the lighting, chiefly in the! 
undraped numbers, faltering and| 
leaving those well at the back in the | 
dark literally and figuratively. Any- | 
way, why a cloudy dark blue spot 
for a near-nude? It’s burleycue’s old | 
strip-tease system on an _ artistic 
plane and payees can’t be blamed if 
they partially resent it. 
| Production numbers all high class. | 
| with stand-outs the League of Na- 
tions-mask ballet, the Montmartre 
scene and the accordion ensemble. | 
Specialists, with exception of next- | 
to-closing Four Craddocks, are| 
cloaked in anonymity. although 
there’s a femme who serves as sort 
of an m.c. However, she doesn’t 
bother to announce the acts but 
merely identifies the big splashes. 
| Unidentified puntomimist who toys 


is a luscious, good-looking and novel 











| with a balloon and then does some 
high-class hoke with a _ sawdust 
Apache gets early section off to brisk 
| start and there’s very little let-down 
after that. Satirical adggio trio of 
Gene, DeQuincey and Lewis scores 
at end of League of Nations routine 
and classy ballroom dance team of 
Roselean and Seville gets attention 
jin their two appearances. 
Out-and-out sockos. however, were 
the dog, Red Dust. who had a tough 
time getting away, and Craddock 
comedy acrobats and tumblers 
even had to break into beginning of 
finale for another bow. Scarcely a 
line of dialog in the entire hour 
siving the Stanlev strictly an eye 
treat for a change, and mob at 1 
up 
Screen has ‘Smartest Girl in Town’ 
(RKO). Downstairs just about 
pacity at getaway. with baiconys 
eomfortably filted. Best openi: te 
} has had in months, Coh 


who 


Ca- 


; 
eit. 


— | 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Dec. 4. 
‘Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col) is stays 
ing for a second stanza on the spools 
this week, but new stage exhibit has 
come in, having been bocked be- 
fore film's h.o. was decided upon. 


The unit, ‘Circus de Paree’ is the 
first show of sort to touch town this 
season. Unit is the ‘Jumbo’ idea 
patterned to the pocketbook of the 
vaude theatre. Show has flash and 
solid entertainment right across the 
board. Turns are so spotted, and 
staging so snappy that there isn’t a 
moment lost in the 54 mins. One 
definite lack is singing, of which 
there is none, but when caught au- 
dience did not seem to miss it much. 

Vern Correau and his two young 
tumbling and teeterboard- 


SOnS ao 


ing: Six Saxonetteés are as many 
lassies puffing saxes; Larimer and 
Hudson, vet turn of cyclists, swam 


over strongly as always here. Flor- 
ence Hin Low on performance is an 
excellent acro-contortion dancer, 
and her Chinese nationality is a nov- 
elty that swells her effectiveness. 

tobert Du Pont fits in neatly with 
his juggling; ditto Violetta Rooks’ 
headstands on a revolving trapeze 
bar. The big-billed feature of unit 
is Mile. Mazone’s veil dance in cage 
where seven lions perch. 

Line of 16 starts off show with a 
particularly lively drill, and several 
other routines romped off at inter- 
vals down the show are each rather 
well wrought. Billie Carr rinomaste- 
ers in the accepted style. Berl. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


King Edward of England and 
Mrs. Simpson, or his throne? That’s 


the burning question the newsreels 
speculate upon this week. Pathe 
asks: Wally or a throne? Fox- 
Movietone blares forth about the 


crisis in Britain. Between the two 
reeis it’s the facts as closely as cam- 
eras can record them and, more to 
the point, perhaps, it’s box-office. 

Both Pathe and its contempor- 
ary, Movietone, dig up recent pic- 
tures of the headline King. Former 
gets a focus on the Duke and Duch- 
ess of York, possible successors to 
the throne, while Fox digs into the 
files for copy on the monarch when 
he was the Prince of Wales and, 
in company of Mrs. Simpson, was on 
a vacation in the Mediterranean. 
Several stills of the American di- 
vorcee are cut in. 

Much on China and its more ag- 
gressive Nivponese rival is at the 
front of this week’s rather enter- 
taining show. Why it is necessary 
to screen both the Universal and 
News of the Day material on China’s 
preperation of youth for war is 
something the reels themselves will 


never know. Nor why, farther 
down, pictures on the return of 
Russian fliers to Moscow, after a 


5,400-mile flight over arctic wastes, 
must be used twice. Both Par and 
Fox sent in material on this and 
both are used. Embassy repeats this 
way much too often. 

On ton of the Chinese war stuff 
and the Russian air tests. also smell- 
ing of gun-powder anticivations, the 
Emb points to Japan, where forces 
are marshalled for war games and, 
in Tokyo, a gorgeous new canital is 
opened. Pleasant relief is the ar- 
rival of skating and skiing fashions, 
in which a skating act does the 
modeling. This might almost call 
for a New Act notice. 

As per usual, considerable in the 
field of sports helps to fill the bill. 
There is a three-cushion billiard 
tournament in Chicago; divine at 
Palm Springs, Cal.; two wrestling 
matches, one which gets laughs as 
a 625-pounder engages in a battle 
royal: a racing classic in far-off 
Australia; Jimmy Braddock training 
for his bout with Joe Louis: op2ning 
of six-dav bike races in New York; 
basketball game announced by Clem 
McCarthy: and three football games, 
best of which, as to coverage, is the 
Army-Navy contest. Pathe filmed 
tis "un in considerable detail. 

Dionne quins, filmed in color for 
the first time, are on the Pathe list 
again. this time in two minutes of 
footaze, While the color job is none 
too good, being slightly misty, the 
kids and Doe Dafoe are okay. 

Forest fire out in the northwest 
is well filmed by U while. from F-M, 
comes a clever compilation under 
the heed of Names in the News. 
Briefly the cameras rest unon vari- 


ous individuals, shot silently, who 
have fitured in current or recent 
news, such as John Rincling and 


Zaharoff who died, Lord and Lady 
Astor. Gov. Hoffman. Fiear Hoover 


and the John Boettivers. Inci- 
dentel'v, an indieation of what pol- 
son the name Hearst is to some 
newsree 1 fans was reflected Friday 


night in the eentle hissing that mere 
mentien of the publicher hrouvht in 


conection with the Boetticer clin. 
‘Steonver Than Fiction’ (17) fills 
Char. 


out the hour’s show. 


Harry Burns Back In N. Y. 


H Burns, the I-tink-you-touch 
stan 1 vaude act, is in New York 
from the Coast for the first time in 
nearly a year, Italian dialectician re 


t until over the holidays: 
been working in pix in 


mains ez 


Teo care } 


i 


| Holly wood, 
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DIFFERENT 


in locale.. 


. exotic, 


picturesque China! 


% = DIFFERENT. 


in cast... the best 
Shirley’s ever had! 


and even Shirley is 


DIFFERENT 


She talks and sings Chinese! 














hoping for! 








HITS BY GORDON & REVEL: 
“Good Night, My Love” “| Wanna 
Go to the Zoo” “A Dreamland 
Choo-Choo to Lullaby Town” "You 


Gotta S-m-i-l-e to be H-a-Double- - 


p-y’ “One Never Knows, Does 
One?" and “That's What | Want 
for Christmas” by Caesar 

and Marks 


Engrossing drama of far-off 
Shanghai — its mystery and 
danger— its laughter, music 
and romance. The Shirley 
Temple picture you've been 


ROBERT 


YOUNG - FAYE 


and 
EUGENE PALLETTE 


HELEN WESTLEY + ARTHUR TREACHER 
j. EDWARD BROMBERG + ASTRID ALLWYN 


Directed by William A. Seiter 


Associate producers: B. G. DeSylva, Earl Carroll, 
Harold Wilson + Screen play by William Conselman, 
Arthur Sheekman, Nat Perrin * Story by Sam Engel 


Darryl F. Zanuck, in Charge of Production 
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labia Placements 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Paul Harvey, Al Wagstaff; John 





Blystone directing, ‘2342 Hours 
Leave,’ GN. ; 
Toby Wing, Herman Brix, Trixie 


Bob McLung; Basil Dickey 


i Za, 
Freting, ‘Silks and Saddles,’ Vic- 


scripting, 


trWalter McGrail, Muriel Evans, 
Duncan Renaldo, Rex Lease; Elmer 
Clifton directing, ‘10 Laps to Go,’ 
International. 
Lois Wilde, ‘Pick a Star,’ Roach. 
Stymie Beard, Our Gang short, 
~h. 
Rowillard Robertson, Bert Hanlon, 
George O’Brien, Ward Bond, Robert 
Emmett O’Connor, ‘Park Ave. Log- 
er,’ Hirliman. 

Kenneth Howell, Grace Hale, 
Teddy Silva, Paul Stanton, Manny 
Harmon, Jules Molnar, David New- 
ell, Robert Emmett O’Connor, Wade 
Boteler, Ted Oliver, 
Munier, Eddie Kane, Claude King, 
Edward Hearn, Maxine Elliott Hicks, 
‘A Star Is Born,’ S-I. 

Rollo Lloyd, Joe Bernard, ‘History 
Is Mace at Night,’ Wanger. 

Kar! Brown, Hinton Smith script- 
ing, ‘Two Shall Meet,’ Zeidman. 

George Eldredge, Lloyd Hughes, 
‘Saddle Your Blues,’ Burr. 

Raphael Bennett, ‘Battle of Greed,’ 
Crescent. 

Paula Stone, Andy Clyde, Frank 


Coghlan, Roland Reid directing, ‘Red | 


Lights Ahead,’ Chesterfield. 

Harlan Briggs, Clarence 
George Davis, Guy Bates Post, Henry 
Roquemore, Robert C. Fisher, Don 
Cossack Chorus, Frank Sheldon, 
Harry Davenport, Howard Hickman, 
Harry Hayden, Charles Halton, 
Ephgenie Costigliana, Edgar Norton, 
Sigmund Rumann, Gararo Stagnoli, 
Belle Mitchell, Jans Jovy, ‘Maytime,’ 
MG. 

Neil Fitzgerald, Brandon 
Crauford Kent, ‘Parnell,’ MG. 

Nigel Bruce, Frank Mayo, Benita 
Hume, Aileen Pringle, Ralph Forbes, 
"The Last of Mrs. Cheney,’ MG. 

Nat Pendleton, Bob Perry, Larry 
McGrath, Henry Kolker, ‘Under 
Cover of Night,’ MG. 

Norman Willis, Murray Alper, Ed- 
win Maxwell, ‘Torture Money,’ MG 
short. 

Tim Henning, ‘Dangerous Corner,’ 
MG. 

William Royle, Eddy Waller, Max 
Hoffman, Jr., ‘Secret Agent X-9,’ U. 

(Dusty) Ivan Miller, Elisha Cook, 
Jr., ‘I Hate Horses,’ U. 

Robert Frazer, ‘Left-Handed Law,’ 


Tynan, 


Sterling Holloway, Millard Vin- 
cent, Jay Eaton, Bill Durea, Ralph 
McCullough, Arthur Hoyt, Jack 
Kenny. Charles Regan, Edgar Alan, 
De Wolf Hopper, Ben Taggart, James 
Morton, Jack Daley, Walter Clinton, 
Frank Meredith, Bud Weisser, Harry 
Anderson, Ludwig Lowe, Jack Eagan, 
Irving Pichel, Jack Smith, Dean 
Benton, Jack Minton, ‘Join’ the 
Marines,’ Rep. 

Louis Morrell, Edwin Stanley, 
Nicholas Nelson, Herbert Weber, 
John Dilson, Roger Williams, Walter 
Clinton, Henry Hale, De Wolf Hop- 
er, Eva McKenzie, Frank Brown, 

arold and Harry Degaro, A. R. 
Haysel, Harrison Greene, ‘Dick 
Tracy,’ Rep. 

Hal Yates, 
original, Ren. 

Bradley Page, Aggie Herring, Bar 


screen play, untitled 


ney Furey, ‘Once Over Lightly,’ 
Tom Lennon, Gladys Atwater, 


‘Women Are Poison,’ RKO. 

Phillip Morris, Pete Rasch, Harry 
Smeels, Bud Fine, ‘Michael Strogoff,’ 
RKO 


John Hiestand, Rex King, Fern 
Emmett, ‘Coast Patrol,’ RKO. 

Walter Coy, Diana Gibson, Gordon 
Jones. Vinton Haworth, George Irv- 
ing, Frank M. Thomas, Constance 
Waith:; Edward Killy directing, ‘Miss 
Customs Agent,’ RKO. 

Charles King, Bull Montana, Ed- 
die Kane, Jay Eaton, Don Rowan, 
Grace Hale, Charles Judels: Nick 
Copeland. dialog director, ‘When's 
Your Birthday,’ Loew. 

Harold Kusell, screen play, ‘Take 
a Number,’ RKO. 

Arthur Sheekman scripting ‘Super 
Sleuth,’ RKO. 

Nick Copeland, screen play, un- 
titled original, Loew. 

Maidel Turner, Jack Clark, Evelyn 
Muthall. Clara Sherman, Stuart 
Hall, Major McBride, James Ford, 
Vincent Romain, George Humbert, 
A. S. Byron, Edwin Maxwell, ‘Love 
Is News,’ 20-F. 


Harry Stubbs, E. E. Clive, Charles | 


Williom, George Chandler, ‘Mr. 
Jericho,’ 20-F. 

Georgie Cooper, Harry C. Bradley, 
‘Off to the Races,’ 20-F. 

j Chick Chandler, Benny 
Time Out for Romance,’ 20-F. 

John Harrington, 
James Stuart, Brian Donlevy, Gale 
Sondergaard, Victor Killian, Edward 
Bromberg, Gregory Ratoff, John 
Qualen, Thomas Beck, Mady Chris- 
tian; Henry King directing, ‘Seventh 
Heaven,’ 20-F. 

Alan Dinehart, George Givot, John 
Harrinston, Helen Flint, 
Treacher: Eugene Ford directing, 
‘Steo Lively, Jeeves,’ 20-F. 


John Harrington, ‘Nancy Steele Is | 


lissing,’ 20-F, 
James Tinling directing: 


je Kubec 
lasiman§ scripting, 
20-F, are 


Trevor Bardette, ‘Bring Me His | 
Ears.’ Par. 


Joseph Schildkraut, Tully Mar- | 


Ferdinand | 


Wilson, 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Despite the fact that only five new features were placed before the 
cameras last week, production activity hovered around nor mal, with a 
slight increase of one picture in work over the preceding week. Pictures 
taken out of the cutting room and previewed totaled 10, leaving a balance 


of 71 in that department awaiting final clipping to be shipped eastward | 


| for release. 

Although 81 pictures are being readied to go before the cameras, prese 
ent starting schedules indicate a mild slowing up of activity until after 
the holidays. This curtailment will continue until the middle of January 
when all majors are erpected to re-start heavy production. 





Columbia 


Three in work, five editing, five preparing. 





In work: 





| ported Nov. 11. Started last week: 

‘RAIDING GUNS,’ produced by Harry L. Decker, directed by Leon 
| Barcha, no writing credits. Cast: Charles Starrett, Peggy Stratford, 
| Charles Middleton, Ed. LeSaint, Ted Oliver, Lou Meehan. Alan Sears. Jack 
—e- James DeLeong, Ed Peil, Sr., Art Mix, Maston Williams. Eddie 
| Hearn. 

Story depicts Charles Starrett, college chap, visiting his brother in the 


west. He finds brother dying from stab wounds. Starrett sets out to 
locate murderer. Visits neighboring ranch, owned and operated by a 


| cripple in a. wheel chair. Suspicion points to him but Starrett finds the 
| cripple is using the wheel chair as a subterfuge to cover up his operations 
as leader for band of rustlers. 


Readied to start: ‘LOVERS ON PAROLE,’ ‘COLLEGE HERO,’ ‘WHETHER 
| OR NO,’ and ‘WOMEN ARE TROUBLE.’ 


| Metro 


| 





Eight in work, six editing, 12 preparing. 

‘MAYTIME,’ reported Variety, Sept. 2; ‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ re- 
ported Sept. 16; ‘CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS,’ reported Oct. 7: 
| TAKE ALL,’ reported Nov. 11; ‘PARNELL,’ reported Nov. 18; ‘PICK A 
| STAR,’ reported Nov. 25; ‘LAST OF MRS. CHEYNEY,’ and 
| COVER OF NIGHT,’ reported Dec. 2. No new pictures started last week. 
| Readied to start: ‘THEY GAVE HIM A GUN,’ ‘MAIDEN VOYAGE,’ and 
| ‘MAN OF THE PEOPLE,’ 


In work: 


Paramount 





Five in work, 11 editing, eight preparing. In work: 

‘SOULS AT SEA,’ ‘BULLDOGG DRUMMOND’S ROMANCE,’ ‘SWING 
HIGH, SWING LOW,’ and ‘A DOCTOR’S DIARY,’ reported Variety, 
Nov. 18. Started last week: 

‘CLARENCE,’ produced by general office, directed by George Archain- 
baud from Booth Tarkington stage play. Screen play, Ed Lowe. Cast: 
Roscoe Karns, Charlotte Wynters, Eugene Paulette, Eleanore Whitney, 
Johnny Downs. 

Story, from Tarkington play, depicts Karns as poor sap type who, after 
being discharged from the army, returns and becomes involved in em- 
barrassing and awkward situations until the right gal comes along. 





| 


claim himself, 


LEGE,’ “‘TIGHTWAD,’ and ‘DANGER: MEN WORKING.’ 


‘INTERLUDE,’ reported Variety, Oct. 14; ‘I PROMISE TO PAY,’ re-'! 


‘SINNER | 


‘UNDER | 


With | 
her advice and aid he is able to shake off his inferiority complex and re- | 


Readied to start: ‘INTERNE’S CAN’T TAKE MONEY,’ ‘HIGH, WIDE | 
AND HANDSOME,’ ‘WAIKIKI WEDDING,’ ‘MURDER GOES TO COL- | 


Bartlett, 


Simone Simon, | 


Arthur | 


‘Midnight Taxi,’ | 


started last week. 





RKO-Radio 


Three in work, 11 editing, 12 preparing. 
‘WE, THE JURY,’ reported Nov. 18; ‘MICHAEL STROGOFF,’ reported | 
Nov. 25, and ‘ONCE OVER LIGHTLY,’ reported Dec. 2. 





In work: 


No new pictures 


Readied to start: ‘ROBBER BARONS,’ ‘ESCADRILLE,’ ‘MISS CUSTOMS 
AGENT,’ ‘CONVENTION IN CUBA,’ ‘SATISFACTION GUARNTEED,’ 





Herbert Clifton, Stanley Andrews, 
Harry Carey, Olympe Bradna, Paul 
Fix, ‘Souls at Sea,’ Par. 

Ruth Warren, Billy 
Doctor’s Diary,’ Par. 

Colin Kenny. Ernie Stanton, Henry 
Mowbray, ‘Bulldog Drummond’s Ro 
mance,’ Par. 


Harvey Stephens, George Barbier, 
‘Swing High, Swing Low,’ Par. 

Inez Courtney, Charlotte Wynters, 
Johnny Downs, Eugene Pallette, 
Spring Byington: George Archin- 
baud directing. ‘Clarence,’ Par. 

Edward McWade, 
Donald Woods, Linda Perry, Anne 
Nagel, Gordon Oliver, 
nedy, Helen McKellar, Johnny Her- 
| ron, Craig Reynolds, Mira McKinney, 


Mahan, 


Bob Murphy. ‘Love Begins,’ WB. 

Armand Kaliz. Carlos San. Martin, 
‘The King and the Chorus Girl,’ WB. 

Ricardo Cortez, Anita ‘ Louise, 
Henry O'Neill. “The Go-Getter,’ WB. 

Jimmy Aubrey, Colin Kenny. Ivan 
Simpson, Will Stanton, ‘The Prince 
and the Pauper,’ WB. 

Jane Wyman, Hugh Herbert. Frank 
McHugh, ‘Marry the Girl,’ WB. 





| Hired a Husband,’ WB. 

| Michael Curtiz directing. “The 
| Gentleman from Kimberley,’ WB 

| William Dieterle directing “Truth 
| Is on.the March,’ WB. 

Vfanda Tuchock scripting ‘Artists 
and Models.’ Par. 
| Malcolm Stuart Boylan scripting 
| ‘The Tightwad. Par. 

Francis Sayles. Ben Hendricks, 
Estelle Ettaire. Jack Clifford. Em- 
| mett Vogan. Phillip Trent, Gladys 
Gale. Homer Dickenson, Ray Stew- 
art, George French, Captain Moffett, 
| Jim Connors. Beatrice Curtis, Mar- 
| tha Tibbetts, Nell Ray, ‘I Promise to 
| Pav.’ Col. 

Charles Starrett. Peggy Stratford. 
| Charles Middleton, Ed Le Saint. Ted 
| Oliver. Lon Meehan, Alan Sears. 
Jack Rockwell. James B. Leong, Ed 
| Peil, Sr.. Art Mix. Maston Williams, 
| Ethan Laidlaw, Eddie Hearn, E. L. 
Dale, ‘Raiding Guns.’ Col. 

Harvey Lesch. Otto Freis, Adolph 
Millar. Nadine Dore, Mildred Clare, 
Dave O’Brien. Robert Linden, Ed- 
ward Keane, Beaudine Anderson, 
Bill Williams. Ed Mull, Bert Young, 
Jerry Uhlich, Charles Hamilton, 
Gene Morgan. Ruth Hiiliard, Dick 


shall, Monte Blue, Colin Kenny,j Buck, Frank Van, ‘Interlude,’ Col. 


‘A | 


this week, with Billy Gilbert playing | 


Ann Dvorak. | 


Tom Ken-' 


George Lloyd, ‘Case of the Stutter- | 
ing Bishop,’ WB. 

Harlan Tucker, Walter Miller, 
‘Slim,’ WB. 


Lillie Hayward, screen play, ‘She | 





| Roberts Two-Reeling 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


| Charles Roberts has been set by 
| RKO to direct next series of Superba 
shorts, two-reel comedies to be made 


“| under supervision of Bert Gilroy. 


Production on first of series starts 


| lead part. 


| 
_STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

George Sanders linked to termer 
| at 20th-Fox. 

Marc Lawrence pacted by Colum- 
bia. 
| Catherine Turney sailed 
writing deal at Metro. 
| Jatk Haley handed new termer at 
| 20th-Fox. 
Roach signed June Ray for stretch. 
Termer given Raymond Hatton at 
| Warners, 
Walter Wanger 
| Pat Paterson, 

Columbia handed Richard Blake 
writing pact. 

Ferdinand Rehyer bound to Para- 
mount on writing deal. 

Termer handed Frank Faylen at 
Warners. 





to new 


lifted option on 


Warners handed Johnny Harron a 


| termer, 

20th-Fox tied Ernest 
year writing deal. 

Metro sealed Jeff Moffitt to term 
writing deal. 

Finishing contract at Metro, Jean 
Hersholt moves over to 20th-Fox on 
year deal. 

Dorothy McNulty termed at Metro. 

Option on Hugh Cummings, direc- 


Paseal to 


tor. lifted at’ Warners. 

Emanuel Cohen tied Robert Bald- 
win to termer. 

Metro picked up option on 


ence Rice. 


STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, Dec. 8 

Buck Jones bought Arthur Henry 
Gooden’'s novel, ‘Smoke Tree Range.’ 

Marcia Davenport's ‘Of Lena 
Geyer’ purchased by Columbia. 

Jed Buell took option on original, 
‘Cabellers, written by Fred Scoit, 


| western actor. 


{ 


‘Arouse and Beware. by MacKin- 
lay Kantor, sold to Metro. 


Radio purchased ‘A Bridge in the 
i Sky,’ original by Grace Norton. . 


Flor- 


‘WINGS OF MERCY,’ ‘OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT,’ ‘STEPPING TOES? 
fee FOR HER SUPPER,’ ‘WOMEN ARE POISON,’ and ‘EASY 


quvssustipnsiigpemste 


Republic 





Two in work, four editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘JOIN THE MARINES,’ reported Variety, Nov. 25. : 

‘BAR—Z BAD MEN,’ produced by A. W. Hackel. Directed by Sam 
Neufield. Original, Jane Olsen; screen play, Roy Luby. Cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown, Lois January, Tom London, Frank LaRue, Ernie Adams. Dick 
Curtis, Milt Morante, Jack Rockwell. 

Story concerns prosperous ranch owner attempting to track down 
rustlers who continually raid his land. In playing a lone hand, he is 
found by his ranch hands apparently murdered and search is on for the 
killer. They find the ranch owner’s horse miles away from scene of crime 
| and take up trail from there on. This brings them to a lonely cabin 
occupied by girl who refuses to talk. Finger of suspicion is pointed to her 
until hero rides into the picture and clears her of the charge. 

Readied to start: ‘HIT THE SADDLE,’ ‘EVER SINCE ADAM,’ ‘RO- 
MANCE ON THE RUN,’ ‘SPECIAL ORDERS,’ ‘STEAMBOAT MARY’ and 
‘LEGION OF THE DAMNED.’ 


20th-Fox 


Six in work, five editing, eight preparing. In work: 

‘LOVE IS NEWS,’ ‘ON THE AVENUE,’ and ‘OFF TO THE RACES,’ re- 
| ported Variety, Nov. 18: ‘DEATH IN PARADISE CANYON’ and 
‘NANCY STEELE IS MISSING,’ reported Dec. 2. Started last week: 

‘SEVENTH HEAVEN,’ produced by Raymond Griffith, directed by Henry 
King, stage play by Austin Strong; screen play, Melville Baker. Cast: 
Simone Simon, James Stewart, J. Edward Bromberg, Gregory Ratoff, John 
Qualen, Victor Kilian, Gale Sondergaard. 

Story is remake of silent version produced by Fox with Janet Gaynor 
re Charles Farrell. Story will remain practically the same, but for new 

ialog. 
| Readied to start: ‘STEP LIVELY, MR. JEEVES,’ ‘THE LAST SLAVER,’ 
and ‘TIME OUT FOR ROMANCE.’ 


United Artists 


Two in work, two editing, six preparing. In work: 

‘HISTORY IS MADE AT NIGHT,’ reported Variety, Nov. 11, and ‘A 
| STAR IS BORN,’ reported Nov. 18. No new pictures started last week. 

Readied to start are: ‘SUMMER LIGHTNING,’ ‘ADVENTURES OF TOM 
SAWYER,’ ‘STELLA DALLAS’ and ‘HURRICANE,’ 


Universal 


Started last week: 























Two in work, nine editing, eight preparing. In work: 

‘TOP OF THE TOWN,’ reported Variety, Oct. 14, and ‘I HATE HORSES,’ 
reported Dec. 2. No new pictures started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘CLASS PROPHECY,’ ‘WE’VE HAD OUR MOMENTS,’ 
|‘WINGS OVER HONOLULU,’ ‘SERVICE DE LUXE,’ ‘LEFT-HANDED 
LAW,’ ‘SHORT HAUL’ and ‘OH, DOCTOR.’ 


Warners 











Seven in work, 18 editing, 12 preparing. In work: 
| ‘LOVE BEGINS,’ reported Variety, Nov. 18; ‘SLIM,’ ‘THE KING AND 
| THE CHORUS GIRL,’ ‘CALL IT A DAY,’ and ‘HER HUSBAND’S SECRE- 
| TARY,’ reported Nov. 25; ‘THE CHEROKEE STRIP,’ reported Dec. 2. 
| Started last week: 

‘CASE OF THE STUTTERING BISHOP,’ produced by Bryan Foy, Wil- 
| liam Clemens directing, novel by Earl Stanley Gardner, screen play by 
Kenneth Gamet and Don Ryan. Cast: Donald Woods, Ann Dvorak. Anne 
| Nagel, Linda Perry, Vida Ann Borg, Gordon Oliver, John Halloran, Joseph 

Crehan, Edward McWade, Myra McKinney, George Lloyd. . 

Story, another in series of Gardner’s mystery stories. 
| Readied to start: ‘THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER, ‘THE MARKED 
| WOMAN,’ ‘THE GO-GETTER,’ ‘MARRY THE GIRL,’ ‘THE LAST BAD. 
| MAN,’ ‘YOU HAVE TO LEARN SOMETIME,’ ‘THE TRUTH IS ON THE 
| MARCH,’ ‘THE DESERT SONG’ and ‘DANTON.’ 





(Shows number of pictures promised by the various major produc- 
ing companies for the 1936-37 program and number of pictures yet 
to be produced for the 1935-36 program.) 

Number 

of pix Total 

prom- Pix already Pix Bal.to pixin 

Producer and ised for completed Pix nowin  beput prep- 
contributing 1936-37 fornew nowin cutting before ara- 
companies. season. season. work. room. cameras. tion. 
COL UREMEM .cisdedese ~ -o 12 3 5 30 4 
Larry Darmour....... $8 2 ‘ 7 6 1 
ee cscccs % 7 6 27 il 
Hai Roach...... odeens 4 1 1 be 2 1 
PARAMOUNT <iitiiccs @ 16 4 8 2¢@ 5 
B. P. Schulberg....... 8 i 1 i 6 1 
Emanuel Cohen.,.... SI 1 mie 1 6 1 
R. Ac Reowlaeé. : .csces 2 2 sé ay +. 
Harry Sherman....... 6 ra + 1 5 1 
Frank Lioyd...... 0080 I ; 1 , e- 
RKO-RADIO cocccce 39 i 3 ll 24 9 
David Loew.......... 2 2 i 
Geo. Hirliman........ 6 1 5 i 
ee ee BAe 3 1 : 2 i 
Bee Ss vn i eee Cees ; we 7 1 4 44 9 
A. WE. MaeRel  cécdas 16 3 1 , 12 1 
oy yg | Sys ee 29 6 5 23 7 
Sol Lesser ep coaue 2 ° 4 i 

UNITED ARTISTS 

Samuel Goldwyn..... 7 2 ie 5% 5 3 
Walter Wanger....... 7 1 1 5 2 
Selznick-International. 5 1 i 1 4 1 
Pickford-Lasky ....... 1 1 ee ‘ - 
BET Pe TY errr’ ‘ 1 1 ee oe et ee 
E. Berger...... YY 1 e- os és i .- 
Criterion scelecess 2 oe °° ee 2 ** 
Korda-London ....... 6 ‘i es ax 6 o* 
lg Na 2 2 9 at 7 
Buck Jones.........+% 8% I . é I 
WARNERS ccccccccreces 65 29 3 18 6 12 
me m 516 224 38 71 283 81 
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This Is Positively NOT Another Rave for ‘Gold Diggers’! 

















JAMES MELTON e PATRICIA ELLIS e HUGH HERBERT 
ZASU PITTS ¢ ALLEN JENKINS « NAT PENDLETON | 
ANN SHERIDAN e WALTER CATLETT - HOBART CAVANAUGH } 


Directed by Ray Enright»Music and Lyrics by Harry Warren & Al Dubin» A Cosmopolitan Production. A First Nationa! Picture 


Your Happy New Year Show from Warn fro? 
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, Fox- Wisconsin ms Bonus and Prize 


Money Divvy: Ditto F.&M. in St. Louis 





m 
- 


Milwaukee, Dec. 8. 
The third annual convention of | 
Fox-Wisconsin state theatre man-| 
agers, in session for two days at | 
Green Bay, came to a close with 
General Manager H. J. Fitzgerald | 
announcement of a $15,000 bonus 
plan and prize money totalling $19,- 
900 payable each quarter to man- 
agers, assistants and _ supervisors. 
Distribution of the bonus and prize 
money will be based on business in- 


creases over a certain expectancy in 


each theatre situation. 
At the convention it was an- 
nounced that theatre cashiers will 


voluntarily be given a pay increase 
from $10 a week minimum and $15 
a week maximum to $12.50 and $18, 
respectively. The girls will be or- 
ganized, with one of their group se- 
lected to represent them in execu- | 
tive matters. 

The circuit which now controls, | 
either by pool or directly, 49 operat- 
ing theatres in Wisconsin and Up- 
per Michigan, recently acquired the 
Braumart and Colonial in_ Iron 
Mountain, Mich., in conjunction with 
Martin Thomas. 


M.’s St. Leo Raises 
St. Louis, Dec. 8. 

About $15,000 a year has been 
added to payrolls of three Fanchon 
& Marco houses here, Fox, Missouri 
and Ambassador, as consequence of 
raises granted employees during past 
few weeks. Under new arrangement, 
announced by Harry C. Arthur, Jr., 


¥. & 


v.p. of F & M interests, cashiers 
and doormen are started at $16.50 
per week and receive an increase 


every six months. As most of cashiers 
and doormen have been in employ- 
ment of houses for more than twe 
years they now receive $22.50. 

Ushers and cleaners, starting at 
$15 per week, also are subject to six- 
month raises and a majority of them 
are earning $18 per week. Arthur 
has not determined whether raises 
will be extended to employes of St. 
Louis Amus. Co., eperation of which 
was formally taken over by F & M 
on Noy. 29. 

F & M has abandoned plan for 
converting space over restaurant 
next te Fox Theatre on Grand blvd. 
for general offices and have com- 
pleted moving into Ambassador The- 
atre Bldg. downtown. In addition to 
offices for execs. of F & M, officers 
of St. Louis Amus. Co. also are quar- 
tered there as well as auditing divi- 
Sion and the Kurtzman Agency, 
headed by Charles E. Kurtzman,| 
which handles all advertising for | 
F & M and St. Louis Amus. Co. 


British Quota 














(Continued from page 11) | 


their screens. Seeond proposal, | 
regarding financing of British pro- 
duction, was dictated by an_in- 
flux of sucker money from frenzied 
investors, it is stated. 

Amendment is proposed in defini-/ 
tien of British films, by permitting | 
10% of the feotage to be of foreign 
origin, or 20% of studio scenes, | 
whichever is the lesser, but the for- 
eign sections should not be com- 
puted in the registerable footage 
under the Act; also by withdrawing 
the clause which compels the author 
of the scenario to be a British sub- 
ject. 

As regards shorts, all films other 


than newsreels or commercial ad- | 
vertising subjects should be in-| 
cluded. 


Trade circles have been waiting | 
impatiently for the report, but it can 
be anticipated, apart from exhibitor 
circles, many of whose suggestions 
are incorporated, that some misgiv- 
ing will be felt as to the applica- 
tion of many of the proposed recom- 
mendations, which will increase the 
distributors’ obligation in British 
product, and correspondingly minim- 
ize the market for his own foreign 
program. ° 

Establishment of a Government | 
Commission—which the trade, inci- 
dentally. will be expected to subsi- 
dize by viewing fees and a proposed 
increase in import duties—will cause 
concern in a trade already under 
the thumb of government and local 
authorities to a strong degree. 

Proposals of the Committee, now 


will go before Parliament for dis- 
Cussion, possible amendment and 
final passage, and will not, in any 


Case, apply before the end of 1938. | 


| sonnel 


| st age 


| found is 
| man, 


Preduct Shortage, House 
Shuts; L. & J.’s Bonuses 


Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 8. 


Shortage of product was given as 
reason by management when Lucas 


& Jenkins shuttered its Georgia the- | 


atre Monday 
period.’ 

O. H. Bradbury, Jr., manager of 
the Georgia, has moved out to the 
Fox, where he is helping E. E. 
Whitaker, L & J's city manager. 

L & J four A houses in 
Atlanta and nabe shows and 170 
others in the state. Having had a 
good year, they playing Santa 
Claus to their Atlanta employees in 
the a bonus, ushers to get 
two weeks’ pay as a Christmas pres- 
ent, with the top gift for any em- 
ployee set at $40. 


(7) for an ‘indefinite 


operate 


SIX 
are 


iorm of 


F&M-IA Showdown 


St. Louis, Dec. 8. 

Unless there is a decided adjust- 
ment of IATSE employees in the 
Orpheum, Harry C. Arthur, Jr., v.p. 
of Fanchon & Marco interest here, 
intends to close house. Present per- 
of IATSE members consists 
of four projectionists and five 
hands drawing a 
weekly wage of $779.77. 
all weekly payroll of house is $1,- 
171.79. Arthur said that while no 
stage shows were presented at Or- 
pheum, ruling of IATSE compelled 
theatre to accept stage hands and 
this has put house in a disadvan- 
tageous position inasmuch 
independently 
not required to carry similar num- 
ber of stage hands. 

Showdown on situation probably 


The over- 


will occur currently or when Arthur | 


is able to meet with John Nick. v.v. 
of IATSE here. Orpheum. a 2.000 
seater, was taken over bv F&M to- 
eether with Shubert-Rialto and Hi- 
Pointe as one of details in settlement 
of differences between F&M and 
Warner Bros. last spring. 


FISH (OYSTER) STORY 


Cirele, Cleve... Mer. Finds $648 Pearl 
In Bivalve 
Cleveland, Dec. 8. 
Boom on _ half-shell oysters has 
ben started by George Stevens, fly- 
ing theatre manager for Circle, who 


| fished a large-sized pearl out of a 


mess of bivalves during a quick 


lunch. After being cleaned and pol-| 


ished, he diseovered pearl 
senuine white orientol. 


was a 
weighing 


|nipe grains and werth $648. 


Owner of restaurant where it was 
now gunning for theatre 
who didn’t give him credit. 
Wanting to plug some other friends. 


| Stevens told renorters he ordered 


oyster lunch in another cafe. 
eatery is naw on the spot. for it 
never has had half-shell oysters on 
its menu. 


Detroit Reorg OK'd 
Detroit, Dee. 8. 
Allowing the corporation to con- 
tinue under the management of 
Ben and Lou Cohen, Federal Judge 





Ernest A. O’Brien last week oked re- | 


organization plan for Detroit Thea- 
tre Enterprises, Inc., which operates 
the Hollyweed ard Grand Victory 
houses here, and also twe apartment 


| houses. 


With 87% of the stockholders ap- 
proving, the plan permits exten- 


|sion of the maturity date on old 


bonds for several years and cuts 
interest rate to 3%. In this way. 
corporation hopes to cope with 
its $1,000,000 indebtedness. 





ROXY, SALT LAKE, STICKUP 
Sait Lake City, Dec. 8. 
An armed robber held up Ward 
Kiser, treasurer of Roxy Sunday 
night, bound him, threatened his life 
and escaped with $183 of wekend’s 
receipts. 


G-Men Nix 


Bally 
Lincoln, Dec. 8. 

G-men interfered in Columbia's 
trick exploitation gag for ‘Pennies 
from Heaven’ in this territory. Ex- 
change was circulating the paper 
coppers which almost exact 
replicas of a penny and which bore 
the tagline ‘Pennies From Heaven 

G-boeys didn’t like the idea and 
told the exchange to stop puiting ‘em 
Vu 


‘Pennies’ 


were 


collective | 


as other | 
operated houses are} 


Latter |!" 





No Shooting Gallery 


Loew’s Lincoln Square, N. Y., 
is a picture house and not a 
shooting gallery. 

This was officially decided 
by License Commissioner Moss 
after his office had informed 
the Loew legal department it 
had heard of the new ‘bull’s- 
eye’ game which was_intro- 
duced a week ago at the Lin- 
coln Square and that a shoot- 
ing gallery license was neces- 
sary. 

The game is a simple me- 
chanical contrivance with which 
a person in the audience can 
press the trigger of a wooden 
pistol, causing numbers to flash 
on a target on the stage. Com- 
missioner Moss’ concern was 
that if they were shooting at a 
target, a shooting gallery license 
may be required. 

















AFL Convention Over, 
| N.Y. Booth Merger Next 





| With return from the Tampa, Fla., 
|convention of the American Federa- 
| tion of Labor of George E. Browne 
and others, a meeting was held Mon- 


day afternoon (7) to further consider 


various conditions to be worked out 


in connection with absorption of 


Allied operators by Local 306 of the 

|A. F. of L. Mayor F. H. LaGuardia’s 
committee on the union boothmen 
situation in N. Y. is also discussing 
the question of the Empire union in 
| Brooklyn. 


No decision has as yet been reached 
as to whether Empire will also be 
drawn into 306, but another meeting 
will be held before the end of the 
week for further discussion 
angle. 

Pending 


conclusion of details in 
absorption by 306 of the Allied 
group, the papers under the deal 
have not yet been signed nor a date 
set when the two unions will begin 
ito function as one. The agreement, 
| basically, has been fully agreed upon 


| by the various interests involved and | 
j 


ithe committee, but several details 


| remain to be worked out. it is stated, | 


| before it can go into operation. 





Fox W-C 


(Continued from page 7) 








fictitious Wesco aividend that 
never paid; that 27 
| hastily organized the dav. before the 
| bankruptcy to take over Fox proner- 
| ties and keer them out of creditors’ 
hands. and that Leeds. althouch pre- 
sumably no lonzer with the Fox out- 
| ft. still operated in the same canac- 
| ity and at the same salarysas in the 
past. 

Defense's Arguments 


was 


| Oscar Lawler, spokesman for the 
| attorneys representing the appellees, 
in answering these charges stated 
|amone other things: 
| ‘That the action of the court in dis- 
missing the petition for want of ijiu- 
risdiction was proper: that the order 
| of adjudication was valid; that the 
|} estate in bankruptcy was closed by 
|a valid order and thereafter 
| court was without jurisdiction to va- 
|eate the order of adiudzication: that 
leven if the court had jurisdiction, the 
| extatnel petition and amendment 
thereto, together with the record. 
| which was made a part thereof, es- 
| tablish that appellants are not en- 
| titled to any relief; that the petition 
and amendment should be dismissed 


| because (a) they fail to show that the | 
judgment sought to be set aside is in- | 


| equitable or unjust or that appel- 
| lants have a good defense on the 
|}merits; (b) the record effectively 
| controveris the allegations of the pe- 
jtitien and amendment, 
i which are wholly immaterial; 
l(c) the order of adjudication was a 
| final judgment and can be set aside 

only for extrinsic fraud, which is 

not charged in the petition or amend- 
| ment. 

Entire Fox-West Coast legal staff. 
augmented by several attornevs from 
lthe law firm of Hushes, Schurman 
|& Dwight. New York. attended the 
| hearing of appeal. Solicitors for ap- 
pellees include Walter K. Tulle 
Pierce Works, Homer |L Mitchel! 
W. B. Carman, Jr., John B. Bertero 
| P. N. McCloskey, Georse E. Farrand, 


' Leonard B. Slosson. Oscar Lawlet 
Alfred Sutro and Alfred Wreitht. 
William H. Moore, Jr.. and Charles 


Irwin, two of the F-WC bankrupt 


trustees. and T. L. Tally also attend- | 


ied 


the hearing 


of this | 


companies were | 


the | 


many of} 
and , 


Film-Making Up Again; Economy 





Centralization of Official U. S. 


Cleveland Variety Club 
| Expects 900 at Shindig 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 

Turn-out of 900 barkers and visit- 
ing showmen is expected at local 
Variety Club’s annual banquet-ball 
being held at Mayfair Casino on 
Dec. 11. Entire casino has been 
taken over by club and 600 reserva- 
tions are already signed. 

All the vaude houses, niteries and 
radio stations are donating talent for 
what looks like a tw 
with 50 acts. Nat 
chairman of 


o-hour show 
Holt of RKO 

entertainment commit- 
tee, consisting of Col. Harry E. Long 
of Loew’s, Frank A. Drew of Metro 


Fred Meier of Cleveland News and 
Glenn C. Pullen of ‘Plain Dealer.’ 
|M. B. Horwitz is general chairman 


in charge of tickets. 


Talking “A Hays 
Cr. of the lomm. 


Washington, Dec. 8. 

Centralization of federal film-make- 
ing activities is being discussed ine 
formally in connection with contem- 
plated reorganization of the govern- 
ment for economy purposes. The talik 
has not reached the point, however, 
where any concrete steps are in 
prospect and the likelihood of broad- 
scale government entry into produc- 
tion is beheved slim. 

The matter has come up in connec- 


tion with current survey of federal 
propaganda costs being made for the 
Byrd committee of the Senate by 
Brookings Institute. Hearings on 
particvlar proposals to increase the 
efficiency of the federal organiza- 


tion and prune annual expenditures 
will be held after the first of 
next year after the Brookings study 
has been completed. 

hile the idea of a single govern- 


soon 


| ment film studio has interesting and 


intriguing potentialities, it is not be- 


lieved likely any ambitious move 
| will be made in this direction. The 
most significant objection would be 
that a centralized agency taking 
charge of all picture-making activity 
would be likely to gobble up much 


Picture Field 


A proposal to set up a miniature 
Motion Picture Producers Distrib- 
utors organization in the 16-milli- 
meter field has been submitted to 
executives identified with this por- 
tion of the film industry. The ten- 
tative title suggested is the 16 
Millimeter Motion Picture Institute, 
Inc. 

The plan as outlined to various 
companies operating im the 16-mm. 
division follows many of the, pur- 
poses and objectives now being fol- 
lowed by the Hays organization. In 
his plan, Frederick H. Elliott not 
only presents ways and means but 
| gives an estimated budget for the 
first year with his own bid for the 
position of managing director. 
Claims that the total cost for the! 
initial 12-month period would be 
$10,090 with the executive manager 
receiving $5,200. 

There is a definite need for some 
uch association among 16 mm. pro- 
ducers, manufacturers, distributors 
and exhibitors, a consensus of execu- 
tives approach shows, according to 
Elliott. 

Nine major objectives of the 16- 
mm. association are outlined. Would 
promote, develop and extend the use 
of the small-gauge pictures and | 
equipment besides establishing bet- 
ter trade relations among various 
firms and individuals engaged in this 
field of picture work. Another 
|; point would be to set up proper 
trade standards and practices for | 
| the betterment of all operating con- | 
| ditions. 





It fellows the general outline of. 


the Hays organization in that the 
| proposed association would serve as 
|a clearing house for inquiries and in- 
formation regarding the use of 16-mm. 
| film, equipment, etc. A number of 
|individus! bureaus or departments 
also would be established to carry on 
educational and welfare work. 
| Would maintain active and friendly 
| relations with the Hays office, also. 


|Bad Plane Weather Makes 
| Gail Patrick Late for P. A. 
Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 8. 


Her plane grounded. by bad 
weather, Gail Patrick’s personal ap- 
pearance at Lucas & Jenkins’ Fox 
| theatre was postooned from Wednes- 
|day evenins to Thursday (3) after- 
noon. This Birmingham girl 
crashed Hollywood via the ‘Panther 
Woman’ contest. Locals turned out 
in goodly numbers to see her despite 
the bad weather. 

Miss Patrick’s 


the interest of 


southern tour is in 
Paramount's Silvet 
Jubilee celebration. She is accom- 
-d by her mother and Oscar 
southern division manager 


pani 
Mot 
for Par. 


ran, 


Par’s Luciana Script 
Hollywood, Dec. 8 


joined the Luciana 
cycle by starting production on ‘Kid 


‘ sramount 


From Paradise. Subject matter is 
the basis fur several other studio 
yarns. 

Doris Anderson is doing the 


rriginal by Ben 
‘+s MacArthur. 


screenplay from an 


i Hecht and Char! 


more money than the numerous bu- 
reaus and departments require cur- 
rently. The aggregate outlay at pres- 
ent by a half-dozen branches does 
not run much over six figures. 

There is a _ possibility, however, 
that the present contract method of 
obtaining films—used by a number 
of smaller federal outfits—will be re- 
vised. While the matter has been 
dropped, there was considerable 
criticism, most of it political. of the 
contract between Works Pregress 
Administration and Pathe last 
mer which required the successful 
bidder to include shots of federal re- 
lief projects in a recognized newsreel 
as well as in the propaganda shorts 
made for the government. Most 
probably step of this kind would be 
to require all departments to obtain 
bids through a centralized purchas- 
ing agency with the Procurement 
Division of the Treasury Department 
a logieal centralized buyer. 


sume 





Auto Stows Had to 7 


Pat in Upion Ops. 


For Its 16mm. Films 


Prejectionist unions obtained an 
apvening wedge in the 16-millimeter 
field recently by taking a stand dur- 
ing important automehbile shows 
throusheut the nation. Started with 
the auto show in New York, when 
Loeal 206 insisted that union opera- 


tors be employed durinz trade 
chewin’s of indusiriai films by 
Chrysler in the corperation’s little 


| thestre on West 42nd Strect. 


Thou*h arrangements had been 
made to employ customary (nen- 
union) 16-mm. projectionists, the 


, corporation did not hesitate in plac- 


ing union overators in the booth at 
the little 250-seater because of no 
desire to have picketing while auto- 
motive exposition was in progress. 
Chrysler snent about $2300.090 mak- 
ing this an ideal spot for showing in- 
dustrial 16-mm. films to salesmen 
and visitors. 

This situation was duplicated in 
Chicaro when a large motor car 
comynyv desired te show 1lé-mm. 
industrial subjects. Full unien crew 
was installed, as in N. Y. Reports 
have mot been received from other 
cities, but it is understood that the 
unions took advantase of the npres- 
ence of these bie automobile shows 
to even their drive for fui: union 
crews tos work 16-mm. industrial 
shows 


Air From Fex Let 


Hollywood, Dec. % 
‘Hellywood Hotel’ 


nates from a stage on 


broadca “A oor gi- 


the 20th-Fox 


lot Dee. 18 in conjunction with a 
preview of ‘One in a Million.’ 
Sonja Heinie, Ritz Bros., and other 


cast members will do a mike turn. 


Salkow Directs ‘Person’ 

Hollywood, Dec. 8 
Salkow will direct ‘Person 
Call.” a Robert Presnell 
Universal. Production 
set Dec. 14. 
another Presnell pie, 
1 Janua y- 


Sidney 
to Person 
picture at 
start hea 

‘Night 


ihas been 


been for 


Key,’ 


et back un 
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JERBN GEORGE 


FARTHUR + BRENT 


Directed by 


ALFRED E. GREEN LIONEL STANDER q 


RUTH DONNELLY « REGINALD DENNY ¢ DOROTHEA KENT 


COLUMBIA'S NEW EXTRA-BIG ONE! | 
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in Chi Despite the BBB Squawks, 
Exhibs Continuing Giveaways 





Chicago, Dee. 8. 

Despite the yelps of the Better 
Business Bureau and considerable 
public squawking over the bank 
nite situation, the Chicago and mid- 
west exhibitors are going right 
ahead with the giveaways, and if 
necessary, will fight any attempt to 
interfere with the coin gift stunt. 
This takes in both the independent 
and the circuit exhibitors, all of 
whom feel that they should have 
the final say in the matter, even 
though a few of the exhibs have 
been killing the racket by crude 
chiseling. 

Bulk of the exhibs feel that they 
have plenty of rights on their side, 


and even a number of legal de- 
cisions which okay the giveaways. 
Not only do they have an NRA 
precedent decision, but they also 





+ 





| gent will attend the sessions. 


have several court rulings that okay | 


the giveaways if a ticket of admis- 
sion is not required to win the prize. 
However, this type of operation 
usually means that the _ streets 
around the theatre are jammed solid 
with humanity waiting for the draw- 


ing. This jam-up has brought the | 
police into the picture also, since | 
they now want to discourage this 


type of operation because it means 


too much work and worry in hand-| 


ling the mobs. 

Increasing number of banko. law- 
suits on the part of the patrons have 
left an exceedingly bad taste. Result 
is that the public is chilling on the 
stunt, with many of the customers 
outspoken in their denunciation of 
the lottery as being both illegal aud 
allegedly unfair. 

These claims 
led to several lawsuits in this 
tor. Another hit the dockets 
week when a Mrs. Helen 
filed suit for $600 plus 6% 


of unfairness haye 
last 
Petrick 
interest 


Sec- | 


| make 


and trade practices. Although no 
names have been given out, Berry 
organization expects at least a score 
of picture leaders to take part in the 
confab. 


Despite repeated signs the industry | 


as a whole is lukewarm toward the 
Berry conference, Federal execs de- 
clare the conference has the support 
of all factions, particularly the 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors of America. Local Hays 
office, however, was all in the dark 
about the plan as late as Saturday 
(5), with local reps inclined to scoff 
at reports a large industry contin- 
(Will 
New York Monday 
afternoon and stated he’d give this 
his immediate attention, as regards 
an official MPPDA representation in 
Washington. ) 


Hays got into 


The Administration apparently has 
high hopes the film industry will 
lead the drive for revival of at least 
some features of the extinct N.R.A. 
In fact, considerable pressure has 
been exerted by Federal legmen to 
get picture people to sit in on the 
talks and dress up the meeting. With 
many of the largest industries in- 
clined to remain aloof, Berry group 
looks to the film reps to counteract 
general inertia which threatens to 
the council session a mere 
formality. 

So anxious is the Government to 





| 000,000 gross. Months before the pre- 


revive the code idea in the film in-| 


dustry, that missionaries from 
Berry’s staff made personal contact 
with picture leaders in New York. 


' Face to face conversations followed 


against the Roxy, Berwyn, because | 


the theatre allegedly refused to 
give up the prize when her number 
was drawn, 





Need of NRA 


(Continued from page 7) 











go far towards settling current ex- 
hibitor-distributor disputes and 
eliminating the expensive anti-trust 
litigation. Not only do certain lead- 
ers feel that such court actions are 
costly but they consider the attend- 
ant publicity as something that gives 


head 


up general invitations to come to 
Washington for friendly gabfest. 
The Administration figures the in- 
dustry will be willing to string along 
more enthusiastically than many 
other lines of business solely because 
of the threat to outlaw block book- 
ing. In the build-up talks, Berry 
aides have spread the idea that the 
council offers a fine opportunity to 
off legislation and 


| block booking problem through co- 


operative means. 
point of the Federal forces is that 
film leaders can safeguard them- 
selves against Congressional action 
by taking voluntary steps to handle 


| the trade practice problems and win 


the business as a whole a black eye. | 
Cite the long procession of lawsuits | 


in which leading picture firms most | 


often have been made defendant, 

with the subsequent unfavorable re- 
action in the public mind. 
Indies’ Attitude 

The conciliation plan for settling 


| 


industry disputes advanced by the | 


Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
America now is being viewed with 
considerable skepticism by individ- 
ual indie groups. They believe 
that while it might help as a stop- 
Zap, the conciliatory method ad- 
vocated soon would bog down as an 
instrumentality in handling exhibi- 


of | 


tor-distributor and other complaints | 


in the industry. 
and other groups of 
would enter such a conciliation 
rangement with skepticism because 
of a persistent suspicion anent 
MPTOA’S close \contact, with major 
interests. 

Nevertheless, even this group of 
exhibitors admit that there is some 
chance for the plan’s success if ad- 


ministered by men in which the 
MPTOA,. Allied and other indie 
froups have full confidence. But 


they feel that any conciliation board 
or commission would not amount to 
much unless it had the united sup- 
port of ali interests. Believing that 
this is not possible under present 
circumstances, they are looking to 
Washington to provide a new NRA 
or code enforcement plan_ to 
Straighten out industry problems. 


It is felt that Allied | 
independents | 
ar- | 








the support of labor. 

The Berry organization is running 
into internal opposition within the 
Administration, however, and there 
is widespread skepticism about the 
results of the conference. The Com- 
merce Dept. is lukewarm toward the 
whole scheme, with Secretary Roper 
turning down a bid to speak and an 
interdepartmental committee rush- 
ing work on a special report touch- 
ing the identical subjects which the 
Berry council will consider. 

The film group session, scheduled 
for the Mayflower hotel, 
directed by an impartial chairman 
picked from the Berry staff. To 
avoid any semblance of partisanship 
and iron out factional jealousies be- 
fore they sabotage the meeting, the 
Federal coordinator has picked Suili- 
van W. Jones, his assistant, who 
represents management, as presiding 
officer, 


|’em in, but the Warners sales force 





| Bard Not B. O. 


(Continued from page 3) 











seats 18,000, and the engagement 
ended up on the black side of the 
ledged. Shakespeare had made good 
in Hollywood! He was grabbed off 
for the studios along with Herr Rein- 
hardt and the production staff. 


But No $2,000,000 Grosses 
In due course ‘the film version 
reached the theatres, preceded by a 
publicity and exploitation plug of the 
highest order and geared for a $2,- 





mieres in New York, Chicago and 
Hollywood, the propaganda was let | 
loose on the public. Popular and low- | 
priced editions of ‘Dream’ were pub- | 
lished and widely distributed through | 
schools, literary societies and other | 
channels of cultural interest. Stories | 
and photographs of the principals | 
engaged in the making and acting of | 
the film appeared in hundreds of 
magazines and newspapers. The 
Mendelssohn music was played on a 


million radios. Prof. Henry W. 
Simon, Ph.D., of New College, Co- 


lumbia University, prepared and the 
Motion Picture Committee of the 
Department of Secondary Education 
of the National Education Asso- 
ciation distributed thousands of | 
study guides to help the public enjoy | 
the show. Billboards flashed the 
message in principal cities 
across the rural landscape. 
was left undone to sharpen the de- 
sire to see Shakespeare on the 
screen. 

All the returns have not yet been 
counted, for the reason that ‘Dream’ 
is still playing. It has been the most 
sustained exploitation effort any 
company has put forth. Campaigns | 
in the larger cities have been dupli- | 
cated in the smaller towns. Not a| 
schoolchild lives in America today 
who hasn't heard about the picture, 
written essays about it, and then| 
ducked seeing it, if possible. It has | 
had a few quite profitable engage- | 


ments where the exploitation drove | 


| will be glad when the last exhibition | 


tackle the | 


The big selling | 


| elaborateness of settings, in research 


| 
| 


will be | 





contract is played and ‘Dream’ is a | 
thing of the past. 

Even before the Warner project 
was under way, Irving G. Thalberg 
had visioned a superlative film ver- | 


sion of ‘Romeo and Juliet.’ It was a| 


coincidence that the Metro studio 
was preparing its script while 





‘Dream’ was being made at Warners. 
No picture ever madé in many wees | 
had more careful attention than was 
given to ‘Romeo.’ The cast contained | 
the very top names in pictures— | 
Norma Shearer, Leslie Howard, John 
Barrymore, Basil Rathbone, Edna 
May Oliver. George Cukor directed 
from a script by Talbot Jennings. In 
for costume and property designs, in | 
eloquent delivery of the lines, | 
‘Romeo’ was flawless. But it never | 
sparked into the smash boxoffice hit | 
its sponsors had aimed for. Here, | 
again, as with ‘Dream,’ its draw was 
in proportion to the effectiveness of 
its exploitation. Metro discovered 
what Warners already knew (having 
released their film a year earlier), 
that the public had to be led by the | 
hand to the boxoffice. 
Pencilled In—and Out | 
} 
| 


Meanwhile other studios have side- 
tracked plans for future Shake-| 
spearean plays. Nearly every large | 





Gantz of Star, Sand Springs, Okla., 
Wins Test Suit Kayoing Bank Night 


Denver Dec. 8. 


A decision, if sustained, is ex- 
pected to not only prove to be a 
knock-out for the owners of bank 


night, but if the matter is pressed, 


is expected to throw that scheme | That court refused to grant an in- 


| 
| 


and others in which giveaways are | 


used out of all theatres. 
The opinion, handed down by the 
10th U. S. circuit court of appeals, 


| declares that Affiliated Enterprises, 





‘subterfuge to escape the stigma of 
a lottery.’ 

The case came before the U. S. | 
court as result of a decision against 
the bank night company in the U.S. | 
district court of northern Oklahoma. | 


junction restraining Fred Gantz of 
the Star theatre, Sand Springs, Okla., | 


from using the plan without a 
license. In upholding the lower 


court the opinion, written by Senior 
Circuit Judge Robert E. Lewis, said | 


|; recent production of 
| prosper at the legit scale of prices, 


| evening rate. 


| trailer company. 


| liated 


Wisconsin Authorities Serious 
In Outlawing All Giveaways 





plant announced its intention to! 
make one or more of the Bard’s | 
works. ‘Twelfth Night,’ with Marion 
Davies as Viola, has been called off 
at Warners; Paramount has forgotten 
about an all-star presentation of 
‘Julius Caesar’; John Barrymore in 
‘Hamlet’ is off the future list, and 
word comes from England that 
George Arliss will not play Shylock 
in a screen version of “The Merchant 
of Venice.’ 

Hollywood has definitely broken 
with Shakespeare, notwithstanding 
the fact that the two legit produc- 
tions of ‘Hamlet’ on Broadway this 
season have revived controversial in- | 
terest in his plays. Walter Huston’s | 
‘Othello’ may | 





but Hollywood is determined not 
soon again to be misled that Shake- 
speare can be sold for 40c. 

Asked for a reason why such com- 
mendable efforts have been unfruit- | 
ful, a Hollywood producer epitomizes 
the situation by stating that Shake- | 
speare wrote his plays for the thea- | 
tre, where scenic vestiture was sug: | 
gested by simple symbols, whereas | 


This may be 
only partly true. Shakespeare in this 
day and age is strictly a class draw, 
identified with the schoolroom and 
the literary circle. The emphasis is 
on the uplift. 

Thus the introductory paragraph 
of the national contest guide oer | 
pared by Metro and published by the 
Educational and Recreation Guides, | 
Inc., of Newark, N. J.: 

‘As a contribution to the visual- 
education movement, one of the aims 
of which is to raise the level of pub- 
lic taste in photoplays through edu- 
cation, one of the major producing 
organizations, Metro-Goldwyn-May- 
er, announces an ideal type of com- 
petitive project. Teachers, students, 
clubwomen and _ intelligent movie- | 
goers everywhere will enjoy taking | 
part in the project, either as par- | 
ticipants in the competition, or as| 
sponsors of local competitions. Local 
theatre managers will lend their aid. | 
Public libraries will cooperate gen- 
erously by arranging suitable dis- 
plays of pictures and books.’ 

Sometime next summer the two 
Metro contest winners, selected from 
thousands of entrants, will board the 
Normandie to visit Stratford-on- 
Avon. As the steamship passes the 
Narrows and points eastward toward 
the rising sun, the Shakespeare cycle 
will have been completed. 











Philly’s Sun. Scale Tilt | 


Philadelphia, Dec. 8. | 

Film exhibs in South Philadelphia | 
last week voted price lift to raise | 
Sunday admish to level of weekday | 
Similar action is ex- | 
pected by West Philly exhibs at) 
meeting skedded for Friday (11). Has | 
been tried and found successful in | 
other sections of town. 
Legal opening hour for Sunday pix} 
in this state is 2 p. m. 


| 





| 
| 
| 
ganized to sell the plan. Starting | 
in two small office rooms in a down- | 
town office building, the company | 
now occupies its own two-story | 
building on film row, and since bank 
night has been going so strong, Yae- 
ger has bought some half a dozen | 
theatres, added a printing office to, 
his holdings, and is president of a 
His salary was 
jisted at $25,000 as president of Affi- 
alone when those amounts 
were made public by the U. S. some 


Washington Optimistic Inc., bank night owners, are not a the plan was too near a lottery to| time back. A national organization | 
Washington, Dec. 8. titled to a copyright on the plan, | warrant an injunction. The petition | has been set up to market the plan 
Revival of the film code will be | and even if entitled to it could pre- | for. an injunction against Gantz had | 29d reports are common in Denver 
debated by industry representatives | vent no one from using rata previously been thrown, out of the Of salesmen in the better locations 
under Federal auspices temorrow; Opinions expressed say the deci- district court at Tulsa Affiliated | making large sums in commissions. 
(Wednesday) in egnnection with} sion paves the way for over 5,000 then took the matter into U. §s,/ For two years Affiliated has been 
second annual Government-staged | theaters to cease payments to the! oourts licensing the plan and collecting 
conference on industrial progress. |} company. Emmett Thurmon, bank 7 rom $5 to $50 a week from theatres. 
With the Roosevelt Administration | night attorney, warns. however, Yaeger-Ricketson, Owners Thurmon said the decision was 
anxious to revive its outlawed Re-/| that anyone caught using the plan Bank night originated a few partially due to an oversight by the 
covery Program, Major ‘George L. | illegally, will find himself haled | years ago by Charles U. Yaeger, the- bank night attorney who handled the 
Berry, coordinator for industrial co- | into court. atre manager, booker, etc., for Fox case in Oklahoma, he failing to heed 
Operation, has scheduled a separate The judges branded the scheme as | theatre The plan caught on, more all instructions sent him as to how 
£roup meeting for film people for ‘too closely akin to a lottery to have! than 5.000 theatres using the plan/| to handle the ca 
the express purpose of talking about; the protection and assistance of aj at present, and together with Rick Yaeger, bank night president, said 
means of solving the block booking! court of equity,” declared that the Ricketsor F theatre executive, | he felt confident of winning a favor- 
Problem and regulating both labor | elaborate registration system only a* Affifiated Enterprises, Inc., “was or-| able decision on Tehéaring. >> ** 


| that 


| appellate 


Milwaukee, Dec. 8. 
A fight to the finish for the elimi- 
nation of bank nights, Hollywood 
nights, screeno and other giveaway 
stunts has been begun by Police Chief 
Joseph T. Klutchesky and Asst. City 
Attorney Carl Zeidler of Milwaukee. 


At a special conference last week 
when the chief attacked the premium 
nights as being a form of gambling 
and a lottery, he stated an airtight 
ordinance is now being drafted and 
will be presented to the Milwaukee 
common council to be enacted as a 
city ordinance. 

Already managers in the small town 
of Janesville, near the metropulis of 
Milwaukee, have been notified by the 
district attorney that ‘bank nights 


| must be discontinued after this week 


or criminal prosecution will follow.’ 


Similar warnings, it has been 
learned, have been meted out in 
other cities in Wisconsin, an after- 


math, it is claimed, of Milwaukee's 
drive for the extermination of ‘money 
nights’ at theatres. In the college 
city of Beloit, students were reported 
missing classes to register under the 


and |the more elaborate the sceen vesti- | proxy system to become eligible for 
Nothing | ture the less effective the Shake-| bank night prizes. 
| spearean text becomes. 


It is complaints such as the above, 
city officials aver, that has caused 
the fight against bank nights. Chiefs 
of police in various cities through- 
out the state are cooperating with 
each other in the drive. 





BANKO RULED 
ILLEGAL IN ILL. 


St. Louis, Dec. 8. 

Bank night, one of heaviest draws 
ing cards of Illinois theatre, was de- 
clared by Attorney General Oito 
Kerner at Springfield, Ill., a lottery 
and participants were subject to fine 
up to $2,000. Kerner’s declaration 
came after request for opinion was 
made by Bernard E. Wall, Siaie’s 
attorney-elect of Bloomington (Mc- 
Lean County). Amplifying his siate- 
ment Kerner said gifts of automo- 
biles, etc.. come under lottery head 
and broad interpretation of opinion 
makes anyone who had anything to 
do with bank night, etc., liable to 
prosecution. 

Wall asked opinion after learning 
Bloomington merchants were 
planning contest at which automobile 
was to be capital prize. For several 
years almost every theaire in siate 
has been bolstering veceipts with 
bank and giveaway nights. 





GA. LEGALLY K. 0.’ 
BANKO AS LOTTERY 


Atlanta, Dec. 8. 

Death knell for bank nights in 
Georgia was sounded Thursday (3) 
when State Court of Appeals af- 
firmed conviction of Joe Jarinan, 
LaGrange, Ga., picture show opera- 
tor, on a misdemeanor charge growe 
ing out of cash awards at his the- 
atre. 

Jarman had been sentenced in 
LaGrange City Court to pay a fine 
of $250 or serve six months. The 
é court’s ruling held that 
bank nights were a violation of the 





|state’s anti-lottery laws. 


The court held that ‘mutuality of 
risk is not necessary to constitute a 
lottery. The purchaser of a ticket 
may get value received and the 
whole risk may be assumed by the 
operator. When the general scheme 
of such drawing is that only those 
who have purchased tickets may par- 
ticipate therein, and are entitled to 
win the prize, such scheme does not 
lose its identity as a lottery because 
some may participate in the drawing 
who have not bc*:? tickets. 

Desnite this ruung there he~ *Ven 
very little rush to cover on the pat 
of Atlanta theatres using bank nigh’ 
or similar schemes. So far authori: 
ties here have made no move to 
crack down, but there’s no telling 
what will happen after Jan. 1, when 
Mayor-elect William B. Hartsfield 


will replace Mayor James L. Key. 
The new mayor was elected on a 
‘clean up the town’ platform, while 
Key. an ardent liberal, was respone 


sible for Sunday films and baseball, 
operated for charity to beat the Blue 
“Sunday law. 
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THE MAGICIAN OF 


THE BOX-OFFICE! 


He’s got plenty more up his sleeve! 
For instance “AFTER THE THIN 
MAN” and “CAMILLE.” 
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gq Royal Romance 


(Continued from page 1) 
terest in King Edward VIII and Mrs. 
Simpson as no single news story has 
captured the imagination of the pub- 
lic in many years. 

From Hollywood comes _ one 
writer's succinct observation, ‘Just 
put it to music and you've got a 

rfect screen story.’ 

Radios all over the land are the- 
matically etherizing old disk plat- 
ters of ‘I Don’t Want to Make His- 
tory, I Just Want to Make Love.’ 
Arthur Ainsworth on WCKY, Cin- 
cinnati, was the first to herald this 
last Friday (4) with the observation 
that ‘this is the probable theme song 
of present day royalty.’ 

John Gunther, the author, is an- 
other who observes that the King 
Edward romance has everything a 
good story should have—love, mar- 
riage, politics, war, religion, royalty. 
It even has animals. Mrs. Simpson 
is a dog fancier, 


First feature film on  Broad- 
way trying to cash in on the 
royal romance of England, ‘Life 


of King Edward VIII,’ opens today 
(Wednesday) at the Criterion. It’s 
a six-reeler distributed by Gaumont- 
British consisting of newsreel com- 
pilation of the Prince of Wales’ life 
and history. Compiled by British 
International and originally sent out 
about a year ago, 

Criterion will also have another 





G-B feature on the bill, ‘Love in 
Exile.’ 
Detroit, Dec. 8. 
Pioneer hereabouts with a film 


based on King Edward VIII and Mrs. 
Wally Simpson is B. C. Fassio, local 
indie producer, Fassio already has 
begun work on a two-reeler, tagged 
*The Romance of the Century,’ and 
expects to have it ready for release 
around first of year. 

Universal, also, yesterday (Tues.) 
completed a short, ‘King Edward the 
Eighth,’ under Charles Ford’s super- 
Seri Lowell Thomas _ spieling. 

atter traveled with the king on 
three-month tour of South America 
while he was prince. It is a 
compilation of highlights in ruler’s 
life. 





London’s Blues 
London, Dec. 8. 
Mrs. Wallis Simpson affair has had 
some peculiar reactions on show biz. 
There has been a slight drop in legit 


receipts, but not enough to cause 
alarm. 
Normal pantomime bookings for 


Christmas suddenly ceased directly 
the situation manifested itself last 
week. Cinemas report a drop on 
high-priced seats but the cheap ones 
have been unaffected. This 
however, be due to a momentary 
paucity of big attractions. 

From the niteries comes the most 
unusual reaction. Attendance, it 
Seems, is above normal these hectic 
days with customers feverishly 
drinking above normal but eating 
nothing. Even in spots where the 
meal is thrown in with the cover, 
it is noticed, the food is being passed 
up. “ 

Gaumont-British Newsreel  an- 
nounced that it would not comment 
on the situation in any way until a 
decision is officially reached. 

Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Hays office n.g. on filming that 
Mrs. Simpson ‘fine romance’ knocks 
Studio boys’ pet idea into cocked hat, 
and particularly pains p.a. Bob Burk- 
hardt who’s been going around say- 
ing, ‘Just put it to music, and you've 
got the greatest story of all time.’ 

On the Warner lot, however, 
Scribes to be very circumspect about 
any reference to the king’s lady. A 
chance word of satire about ‘Wallis,’ 
if overheard, might seem to apply 
to studio production _ boss. Hal 
Wallis is very touchy on the subject. 

As was to be expected, Holly- 
wood’s Britons have been taking it 
most seriously, with colony divided 
into camps of damn-that-womaners 
and don’t-care-whom-he-marryers. 
Staunch among former clan is Bill 
Mooring, correspondent for London 
Daily Mail. At cocktail party he 
threw last week for Sidney Mosely, 
of London Herald, and Roy Sim- 
monds, British publicity boss for 
20th Century-Fox, Mooring started 
Out in belligerent mood, but mel- 
lowed to point of almost indifference. 
When he finally blurted, ‘Oh, I wish 
he'd do as he darn well pleases,’ 
even hired barman knew host had 
had his last swallow for the day. 





And Back in Balto 
Baltimore, Dec. 8. 
Acting for Palisades Park, amuse- 
ment lot at Fort Lee, N. J., Bert 
Nevins professes to be interested in 
Purchasing the old three-story town 
house on the near-northside here 


may, | 

















——e 





that Mrs. Wallis Simpson lived in 
when a Balto resident. Nevins says 
he wants to buy the house, transport 
it to the amusement park and put it 
on display there next summer. 

It may just be a publicity stunt, 
as Nevins is p.a. for the Palisades, 
but the present owner of property, 
Allen Weisheit, says the ‘Baltimore 
boarding-house’ is definitely ‘on the 
market,’ and would be willing to 
peddle house to Nevins if the price 
is right. According to Weisheit, sev- 


eral persons have made bids for | 
property since L’Affaire Simpson has | 


been 
press. 

Incidentally, people now living in 
the house are constantly plagued by 


spraddled across the world’s 


curious who want to prowl through | 


the property and especially desire a 
gander at the room in which Mrs. 
Simpson used to sleep when she 
lived there. About just which room 
it is not many Baltimoreans really 
know, and those who do aren’t re- 
vealing. 

The one American newspaper pub- 


lisher who could probably carry the | 
Wallis Warfield | 


best stuff on Mrs. 
Simpson is handling the story 
matter-of-fact manner, printing 


in 
in 


his paper only official latest develop- | 


ments and no sidelights at all. 
Publisher is Edwin Warfield, Jr., 


cousin of Mrs. Simpson and youth- | 


ful boss of the Baltimore Daily Rec- 
ord, sheet chiefly devoted to legal, 
financial and realty news. is rag 
carries U. P. service and hence gen- 
eral sum-up of round - the - world 
daily happenings. Warfield has been 
approached by other newspapers and 
wire services for comment on 
L’Affaire Simpson, but he refuses to 
talk on subject. 





Sydney, Dec. 8. 
Pictures of King Edward are being 
shown in theatres here with singing 
of the National Anthem and much 
cheering for the monarch. No doubt 
about how public sentiment down 
here stands. 


Des Moines’ ‘Wally’ Broadcasts 
Des Moines, Dec. 8. 


KRNT yesterday (Monday) started | 


a series of 15-minute broadcasts 


called ‘Who Is Wally?’ based on the | 


book, ‘Her Name Was Wallace War- 


field,’ by Edwina H. Wilson. London 
the Des | 


rights have been s«ld by 
Moines Register-Tri»une to the Lon- 
don Evening Standard, 


The daily 11 a. m. broadcast opens | 


with a news flash o the latest re- 
port on the English situation, fol- 


lowed by excerpts from the book, | 


which starts serially in the Des 
Moines Register-Tribune this week. 





Newsreels Booed 

The booing and cheering reaction 
of newsreel audiences, which first 
appeared this year on a big scale 
during the presidential campaign, 
was resumed with vigor over the 
weekend in Broadway houses on the 
King Edward controversy. Cheers 
were for King Edward while most 
audiences were 90% against Baldwin 
as expressed by the boos. 

Sentiment in favor of King 
Edward and his desire to follow his 
own marital intentions probably was 
strongest with younger generation 
attending Saturday matinecs. 

Fox-Movietone, which has some 
exclusive shots of King Edward VIII 
and Mrs. Wallis Simpson, taken some 
time ago when both were vacation- 
ing in the Bosphorus but withheld 
until now, is being bombarded with 
offers from newspapers, 
and photographic services for stills 
from this footage. While previously 
FM had considered it good policy not 
to release action pictures of the King 
and Mrs. Simpson enjoying a swim, 
now that the British monarch’s ro- 
mance has broken everywhere, FM 
released these shots over the week- 
end. ; 

Although some of the offers made 
the Fox newsreel for the exclusive 
pictures have been big 
Talley, editor-in-chief, 
not to sell any footage at all. This is 
contrary to the policy of some news- 
reels in the past which have ob- 
tained intimate shots on which offers 
have been made. 


H’WOOD, ST. L., FIRE; $200 


St. Louis, Dec. 8. 

Herman Goldman, manager Holly- 
wood theatre, downtown second run 
house, directed orderly exodus of 
100 patrons into 10 above zero weath- 
er Sunday afternoon (6) when fire 
broke out in the projection room. 
Two operators on duty escaped un- 
injured through skylight. 

Blaze, caused by film igniting. was 
confined to one room and did $200 
damage. House is owned by Charles 
Goldman, brother of manager, 


syndicates | 


Truman | 
has decided | 


DR. KALMUS IN N. Y. FOR 





Directors of Technicolor, Inc., will 
meet in special session in N. Y. to- 
morrow (Thurs.) to consider pay- 
ment of a dividend on the capital 


stock. H. T. Kalmus, president, came | 
in from the Coast the first of the | 


week for the session. While actual 
earnings of the corporation will not 
be known until after the close of 





profit of sufficient size to justify a 
| divvy declaration of 10c to 25c. The 
former declaration would require an 
outlay of less than $69,000, which is 
said to be under net profit thus far 
| this year. 

Technicolor showed only a small 
net loss on last year’s operations, 
but since that time the amount of 
color work done by the company has 
more than doubled, according to re- 
cent estimates. Current net earnings 
are said to be nearly 100% above 
showing made last year. 

Kalmus is expected to call the at- 
tention of the directorate to the re- 
cently enacted contract with East- 
man Kodak, which brought the two 
companies even closer together in 
research and devolpment of color. 
New pact which was signatured 
about two munt; ago is regarded as 
| a further step in the cross-licensing 
agreements already held by Eastman 
and Technicolor as regards color for 
motion picture film. 


Par-RKO NW Pool Set 


John Friedl and L. J. Ludwig, 
who were called to New York by Y. 
Frank Freeman, returned to Min- 
neapolis Sunday (6) after discussing 
plans for turning over operation of 








RKO’s two Minneapolis houses, 
Orpheum and Hennepin, to Par. 
Mart Singer, Orpheum operator, 


who also came on, left yesterday 
(Mon.), 








Coslow’s Matthews Tunes 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Sam Coslow goes to London to 


from Paramount. 
He did the music for her last pic- 
ture, ‘It’s Love Again.’ 


GERMAN TOBIS’ 4% 


Berlin, Dec. 1. 
Net profit amounting to $92,800 
for the past business year has been 
announced. 
Dividend of 4% 
holders. 





will be paid stock- 





K-A-0’s $7 Divvy on Pfd. 

Directors of Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
Corp. took action last week to clear 
up dividend arrears by declaring an 
accumulated divvy of $7 per share on 
the 7% preferred stock. The decla- 
ration was to cover the four quarters 
ended June 30. 

It is payable Dec. 21 to stockhold- 
ers on record Dec. 14, 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
‘Woman Wise’ is new handle for 
‘Peach Edition’ at 20th-Fox. 
‘Blonde Dynamite’ will hit Univer- 








sal’s release sheet as ‘She's Danger- | 


ous.’ 





Ostrers 





(Continued from page 3) 


of Metro and 20th-Fox, and the local 
faction, consisting of John Maxwell, 
in. 
out is a deal which will be mutually 
| satisfactory to both sides because the 
government is definitely opposed to 
| foreign control, and Maxwell's pur- 


TECHNICOLOR’S DIVVY 


1936, they are reported to show a 


' WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 10) 


00 

(RKO) got by with $9.000. 
| Met (WB) (1,853: 25-40)—Three 
Men on Horse’ (WB) (2d run). Oke 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Light 
| (WB) (2d run), big, $5,500. 
Palace (Loew) 


$9,500. Last week big $19,000. 
Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) 
|—‘Mutiny on Bounty’ (MG) (re- 
vival). Satisfactory $2,500. Last 
week ‘Roberta’ (RKO) (revival), 
fair, $2,000. 





‘Pennies’ and ‘Woman’ 
$6,000, ‘Run’-“Crowd’ 
$8,000 in Portland 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 8. 

‘Pennies from Heaven’ and ‘Wom- 
an Rebels’ are a nice duo, with each 
exploited equally, at the Orpheum. 
Paramount held ‘Light Brigade’ for 
a second and is doing well. 

‘Love on the Run’ and ‘Two in a 
Crowd’ are a strong twin at the 
Broadway. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) 2,000; (30-40) 
—‘Love on Run’ 
Crowd’ (U). 
‘Devil Is Sissy’ (MG) and ‘Mag- 
nificent Brute’ (U), okay, $5,400. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400: 30-40 )—‘Libeled Lady’ (MG) and 
| ‘Girl on Front Page’ (20th) 
week). Still getting fair play at $2,- 
300. Last week good enough at 
$2,600. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(2,000; 30-40)—‘Pennies’ (Col) and 
‘Woman Rebels’ (RKO). Above 
average at $6,000. Last week ‘Re- 
union’ (Fox) and ‘Without Orders’ 
(RKO), good, $6500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) 
30-40)—‘Light Brigade’ (WB) 


$7,500, big. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
40)—‘Born to Dance’ (MG) (2d 
week). Still going strong at $5,000. 
First week registered heavy $7,300. 








write the tunes for a Jessie Matthews | 
picture (G-B) if he can get leave | 


Lincoln, Dec. 8. 
‘Great Ziegfeld’ is monopolizing 
the spot this week and going well, 
although the Xmas slump is under 
way. ‘Pennies’ at the Varsity is go- 





| 


| Liberty 


ing for a neat figure at present. 
Estimates for This Week 
(ETC): (4,200: 


| ‘Long Ride’ (Rep) plus ‘Speed’ (MG), 


split with ‘Conflict’ (U) plus ‘Lady 
Luck’ (Ches). Pre-Xmas season al- 
ready being felt in this low pricer; 
$900, fairly good. Last week ‘Bengal 
Tiger’ (WB) plus ‘Moonlight Murder’ | 
(MG), split with ‘Count of Monte | 
Cristo’ (UA) plus ‘Man Holiday’ 
(MG), good enough at $1,000. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25) - 
‘Go West’ (Par). Fairly good at $2,- 


$3,000, okay. 

Orpheum ‘LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- | 
25 )—‘Mr. Cinderella’ (MG) plus Glen | 
Dale’s ‘Midnight Revels’ unit. Last | 
four days is dual, ‘Smartest Girl’ 
(RKO) and ‘Man I Marry’ (VU). 
Combo looking to $2,500, not bad. 
Last week ‘Longest Night’ (MG) plus 
‘Sirens in Silk’ unit, split with 
‘Mummy’s Boys’ (RKO) plus ‘Along 





What is now trying to be worked | 


_ chase of non-voting stock includes an 


'agreement that the Ostrers cannot 
| sell for five years without his (Max- 
| well’s) consent. 

Thus the Ostrers are hemmed in 
on both sides, since their deal with 
20th-Fox has the same kind of clause 


forbidding sale without its (20th’s) 
permission. . 
Lord Beaverbrook, it now turns 


| out, is interested with Schenck in the 
deal to secure Gaumont control, 
| which should materially help the 
20th-Metro angle. He talked things 
over with Isidore Ostrer in New 
York before Ostrer went to the 
Coast. it is understood. 

Arthur Loew suddenly abandoned 
his provincial survey over the week- 


end. He had been hunting sites for 
/a proposed Metro British chain, 
|but returned to the 


Giving it up is taken to indicate the | 


} 
if it goes through Metro won't need 
j any houses here, 


(LTC) 
(MG), 


10-25-40 )— 
$4.300, 


Stuart 
‘Ziegfeld’ 


(1,900: 
Nearly 


‘Pennies’$1,800 in Lincoln, | 
Where $1,800 Is Okay, 





d $10,000. Last week ‘Winterset’ 


(6th | 


(3,000; | 
and } 
‘Lady Be Careful’ (Par) (2d week). | 
Okay $4,000 for holdover. Last week | 





10-15 )— | 


600. Last week ‘Love on Run’ (MG), | 


Brigade’ | 


(2,363: 25-35-60)— | 
“ove on Run’ (MG) (2d week). Oke | 


BORN $13,000 
IN BUFFALO 


| 
| 


Buffalo, Dec. 8. 
Takings are running to excellent 
heights here with ‘Three Men on a 
Horse’ and ‘Born to Dance’ neck and 
neck in the top brackets, and “Theo- 
dora’ in its second week at the 





(MG) and ‘Two in, 
Big $8.000. Last week | 


Lafayette still showing to fine busi- 
ness. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Three Men on a Horse’ (WB). Good 
| $13,500. Last week, ‘Love on Run’ 
| (MG), fine, $17,500. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
|‘Murder with Pix’ (Par) and ‘Big 
Game’ (RKO). Back to duals for 


average $7,500. Last week, “Tarzan 
Escapes’ (MG), $10,000, excellent. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50)— 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG). Fine at 
“12900. Last week. ‘Come and Get 
It?’ (UA), very good, $12,200. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘White 
Hunter’ (20th) and ‘Back to Nature’ 
(20th). Average at $7,000. Last week 
‘Polo Joe’ (WB) and ‘Easy to Take 
(Par), fair, $7,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Theodora’ (Col) (2d week). Still 
good for $9,000. Last week, close te 
house record at $14,000. 


| ‘Reunion’- Star’ $10,000 


‘Banjo’ Off Both Knees 
At $6,300 in Omaha 


Omaha, Dec. 8. 

Paramount is slashing to 4lc, 
nights and two-bits matinees, bring- 
ing it down to same scale as other 
first runs. 

Orpheum is the week's 
with ‘Reunion.’ Paramount holds its 
single feature policy intact with 
‘Love On the Run’ for nice money. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1.250; 25- 
35-40) ‘Winterset’? (RKO) and 
‘Mummy’s Boys’ (RKO). First fea- 
ture responsible for $4,700, week 
okay. Last week ‘Pennies From 
Heaven’ (Col) and ‘Lady From No- 
where’ (Col), dualled, $6,000, big. 


Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Banjo on Knee’ (20th) and ‘Three 
Married Men’ (Par), dual. Opening 
day moved back to Friday. Good 
for $6,300. Last week ‘Polo Joe’ 
(WB) and ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par) with 
Jay Clarke on the stage, played 


seven and a half days to $6,600. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)—~ 
‘Reunion’ (20th) and ‘Star for Night? 
(20th), twin bill. Quint film strong 
at $10,000 for eight days. Last week 
‘Wedding Present’ (Par) and Olsen 
and Johnson unit. $17,000. great. 

Paramount (2,765: 25-40) — ‘Love 
on Run’ (MG). New set of prices 
after five weeks at 55c. top. This 
one well up at. $9,100. Last week 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG) received 
strong attention at $8,800. 


MAE WEST LEADS IN 
MONTREAL AT $8,000 


Monireal, Dec. 7. 
Pre-Xmas slump is bruising biz. 








Came Love’ (Par), very substantial | palace will again be tops on West 
}at $3,350. 


| pic for straieht flickers. 


Estimates for This Week 
His Maiesty’s (CT) (1,600: 50)— 


heavy, considering the season. Last | ‘As You Like It’ (Brit) and ‘Jack of 


week ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) in the 
money with $3,700. 
Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-25- 


35)—‘Pennies’ (Col). Bucking strong 


| opposition, but week worth $1.800, 


okay. Last week, second for “Theo- 
dora’ (Col), went out with $2,100, 
okay. 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 


Sidney Lanfield has been assigned | pois ‘Mardi Gree’ 


| All Trades’ 


20th-Fox Directors Set | 


(Brit). Grossing $5,000, 
good. 

Palace (CT) (2.700: 50)—‘Go West’ 
(Par) and ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par). Points 
to $8.000. verv sood. Last week re- 
neat of ‘Libeled Lady’ (MG) $6.500, 
good. 

Canitol (CT) (2.700: 50)—‘Come 
and Get It’ (UA) and ‘Man I Morrv’ 
(Col). Showing imvrovement at 
$7.000. good, Last week ‘Reunien’ 
(20th) and ‘Alon* C-™~e Love’ (20th) 
dieopnointine at ©6000. 

Loew's (M.T.C~.) 


(3.200: 60)— 


l‘Under Your Snell’ (20th) ard Care 


to direct ‘Wake Up and Live’ at 20th- | 
| Fox. Harry Revel and Mack Gordon | T.ast week ‘Carter’ (Por) and Marcus 


are writing the tunes. Bernie-Win- 
chell team will be in this one with 
Jack Haley and Patsy Kelly for top 
comedy. Harry Tugend and Jack 
| Yellen did the script; Kenneth Mac- 
Gowan as associate producer. 


John Ford will direct Shirley 
Temple in ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ on 
same lot. 


Trevor, Whalen Teamed ™',! 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Claire Trevor and Michael Whalen 


will top ‘Time Out for Romance.’ 
which 20th-Fox will start Dec. 14. 
William Demarest and Benny Bart- 


continent. | lett also cast. 


Mal St. 


rick from an original by Eleanor 


iGriffin and William Rankin, 


nnit. Another 


aooa stave chow S11 000. verv soca, 


show also go A at $11 090 


Prineess (CT) (2.30%. 5N)—‘There 
dora’ (C 1) ond May Bo Newt’ (Cast) 
(2nd weel). This went bia Ist 
week for %80N9 very good, and is 
rereatine for $F NON, 

Cinema de Perris (France-Film) 
(600° 50)—Micehol Strovof?’ (2rd 
weel) Getting $1,800. Last week, 


$2 20 
St, Denis (Frenes-Film) (7.399: 24) 
‘Tec Touns Fntr’eux’ ard ‘Prete- 

Femme. Okav $4500. Lost 

week. ‘Meverline’ and ‘L’Ecole des 

Journalistes.’ fair. $3.500. 





Monroe Doctrine Short 
Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Two-reel short. based on the Mon- 


roe Doctrine, will be one of series of 
‘air will direct from a/ educational 
likelihood of a deal being set, since | script by Lou Breslow and John Pat- | duced by Jack Chertok at Metro. 


historicals being proe= 


Story is being prepared by Riche 


| ard Goldstone. 


HORSE $13,500, 


leader, . 
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STAR POWER ..-is the 


first and most important sales angle 
on “College Holiday”. Paramount 


gives you Jack Benny. George Burns 


right while the public is hot for them after their 
smashing success in “The Big Broadcast of 1937”. 
In addition to their popularity with picture fans 
--.do not forget that right now is the height of the 
radio season, and all of them are now radio head- 
liners! In addition to these “Big Broadcast” stars, 
“College Holiday” presents that tried and true box- 
office favorite, Mary Boland with Etienne Girardot, 
Ben Blue, and a whole lineup of those Paramount 
youngsters we have been building in recent hit 


pictures. 








——_————_——_— 





and Gracie Allen, and Martha Raye 


EXHIBITOR: | 


here is your sales 
analysis on Paramounts 


one 


e All the facts you need to know to Put This Big 


Paramount Holiday Special in the top grosser class 


important sales angle on “College 
Holiday”. Realizing that holiday busi- 
ness depends for the most part on 
youth appeal, Paramount has for the 
past few years given exhibitors a big-time college 
musical for the holiday season. Last year’s “Col- 
legiate” was one of the big grossers of the year. 
“College Holiday” has the same appeal plus. 
J. P. McEvoy. Walter De Leon, Harlan Ware. 
Frederick Hazlett: Brennan, Henry Meyers, Jay 


Gorney, Arthur Sheekman, Nat Perrin, James 


Seymour, Bobby Vernon and Edward Welch . -- 
the pick of Hollywood’s gag men... have com- 
bined to turn out a college musical not “just as 
good as ‘Collegiate’,” but about twenty times faster 
and funnier. Frank Tuttle, who directed the first 


“Big Broadcast,” is in charge of “College Holiday’. 
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HIT TUNES... these day: 


are one of the most important sales 
angles on any picture. “College Holi- 
day” has actually more potential radio 


hits than “Rhythm on the Range”, 





Paramount’s outstanding tune show for 1936. Ralph 
Rainger and Leo Robin have knocked out another 
of their wow numbers"I Adore You”, also“ A Rhyme 
for Love” and “So What?”. Burton Lane and Ralph 
Freed give you “Sweetheart Waltz”, “Who’s That 
Knockin’ at My Heart”. And, in addition to these, 
plus a Minstrel Number sung by none other than 
Martha Raye, “College Holiday” contains the Alma 


Mater songs of seven leading American universities. 





PRODUCTION 
VA LU E ..» means plenty in box- 


office returns. A fan can smell a weak 
production a mile away. “College 
Holiday” is one of those big-time 
Bi productions which Paramount has been turning out 

- 


these past few months in impressive succession. Here 


ass are a few facts to back up this statement: Sets include 
| a huge Greek temple, covered entirely in white satin. 
with living models; an acre of the studio's back 
iii lot was transformed into the rotunda of a girl's 
lege school, jutting out over a real lake; an hotel lobby, 
we” one of the largest sets ever constructed at Paramount, 
4 : ois is made even more impressive by a mural painted 
~ she by a noted artist especially for the picture. 
llege ) 
‘Col- 
year. 
plus. 
/are, 
Jay 


mes | 
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EXPLOITATION ao 


“College Holiday” already has been 
enough to promote it right into the 


hit class. Jack Benny has plugged 





the picture on his hit program Sun- 
day nights. And General Foods have begun another 
campaign similar to their successful dealer tie-up 
with Paramount for “Big Broadcast”. Burns and 
Allen have plugged the show on their popular weekly 
program. Martha Raye, joining the ranks of radio 
stars December 22nd over the Columbia network. 
begins then to exploit the picture for you (check 
your local station for tie-in). In addition to. this 
the tunes from the picture have already been fea- 
tured by Camel Caravan, and Shell Chateau. Readers 
of Esquire Magazine will read a large advertisement 
by Gantner Bathing Suits, advertising “College Holi- 
day” and showing a picture of two of the stars, 
Marsha Hunt and Leif Erikson. These are only a few 


of the major tie-ups. See Press Book or query your 


exchange for information on local tie-ins. 
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Press Has Edge Over Radio 


In Simpson Case; Columbia 


= 


the second time within two 
years one of those answer-to-an- 
editor’s-prayer stories has broken 
which radio, try as it will, can’t turn 
to its advantage as well as the daily 
press can. This is the Mrs. Simpson 
yarn—a tidbit whose entire juiciness 
won't quite dovetail into the ‘public 
convenience, interest, and necessity’ 
angles of radio. Before that it was 
the. Hauptman case, many of whose 
slants better befitted the eye than 
the ear, especially since the broad- 
casters couldn’t get into the court- 
room. 

Simpson opus, so far as the ether 
is concerned, was being soft-pedaled 
as hard as possible by the radio 
when the press already had scream- 
ing banners on it. Not until last 
Thursday (3) did the major chains 
really focus their guns on it, and by 
that time it was public property even 
in England. Less than a month ago 
a station employe who suggested 
going to Baltimore to hunt up news 
anent Mrs. Simpson was promptly 
told to cool off by his employer. 

Even now that l’affaire Simpson 
is on the ether, the course steered by 
the broadcasters is largely away 
from the Church of England re- 
ligious implications, and toward the 


For 





political side, though of course it’s 

unavoidable to ring in the two Simp- 

son divorces occasionally. Press in | 

this respect has a decided edge, as | 

well as the advantage of being able 

to bedeck everything with pix. 
CBS Remotes 


To date CBS leads in efforts to get | 
as much of the case before the pub- 
lic as possible. Since Thursday 
there have been 21 remotes from 
London, arranged by Cesar Saerch- 
inger, CBS European rep. These in- 
clude spiels by Lord Ponsonby, Har- 
old Laski, Ellen C, Wilkinson, Mar- 
quis of Donegal, Wickham Steed, 
Stephen King-Hall, Frederick Voight, 
Gerald Barry, Sir Frederick Whyte, 
Frank Barball, Vernon Bartlett, and 
Joseph Driscoll. From Toronto CBS 
has piped in the opinion of John | 
Collingwood Reade, and in New 
York S. K. Ratcliffe, rep for the 
London Times, gave a spiel. CBS 
is also interrupting any and all pro- 
grams whenever a new flash comes 








in, and on Saturday and Monday 
opened at 6 a.m. for special broad- 
casts. 

NBC refuses to cut into its pro- 
grams with flashes, but has opened 
twice at 6 a.m. instead of the cus- 
tomary 7:30. Has also had its share 
of London spielers, among them 
Aliastair Cooke, who goes on twice 
daily; Lady Rhonda, and Sir Andrew 
Macfadyean, formerly Stanley Bald- 
win's secretary. 

Mutual Broadcasting uses flashes 
as fast as they come, but hasn’t had 
any specials so far. One now tenta- 
tively in mind is a man-in-the-street 
broadcast from London. 





Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 

Since King Edward-Wally Simp- 
son story has crowded nearly all 
o..er subjects out of dailies and 
ordinary conversation Doc Levy, 
WCAU prez, has yanked previous 
order barring mention of Mrs. Simp- 
son over his mikes. 

Commentators and announcers 
may now give straight reports of 
case. “But no scandal; only whit 
would interest listeners,’ explains 
Studio, apparently seeing no para- 
dox in that. First Simpson tabu was 
in interests of ‘good taste,’ Doc said 
at time. 

As network commentator spon- 
sored by hilco, Boake Carter has 
never been affected by Levy rulir-, 
even though WCAU jis his home sta- 
tion and his offices are in same 
building. Has been mentioning story 
and expressing opinions on it freely 
from beginning. 





Palmer Gives Bonus 


Col. 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., Dec. 8. 

Col. B. J. Palmer, president of 
the Central Broadcasting Co., which 
includes station WHO in Des Moines, 
has announced a bonus of 10% for 
all the 75 regular employees of the 
company. 

Pay checks will be upped Dec. 23 
in time to put the extra kale into 
Christmas spending. Officers and di- 
rectors and casual talent are not in- 
eluded in the deal. 
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Leads with 2] London [ alks 


| 


Harum-Scarum | 
| 








Tops in harum-scarum meth- 
ods as applying to commercial 
broadcasting was reached last 
week in the case of an hour’s 
variety sh on CBS. 

After $600 had been spent for 
arrangements and the band had 
rehearsed four hours, the time 
actually allotted the unit on the 
broadcast for music by itself 
was four and a half minutes. 


LONDON DANCE 
MEN ASK MORE | 
OF BBC 


Ow 














London, Dec. 8. 
Some 70 dance band leaders met} 
at the Mayfair Hotel Sunday (6) un- | 


| metta, 











Guest List 


AMERICAN CAN 
(Tu. 9—WJZ) 
15—Sheila Barrett. 
22—Patsy Kelly. 
29—Gertrude Niesen. 
5—Herman Bing, Henry 





Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Jan, Ar- 
CADILLAC 
(Th. 4—-WEAF) 
10—Not booked. 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—WJZ) 
12—Not booked. 
GENERAL MOTORS 
(Su. 10-—-WEAF) 
13—Moriz Rosenthal. 
20—Rose Bampton. 
3—Marion Anderson. 
10—Grace Moore. 
KOLYNOS 


Dec. 


Dec. 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Jan 


Flare-Up As Sizemore Quits WHO 





Station Feels Badly Treated — WSM Inno- 
cent Party — Hillbilly Explains 








(Tu. 8—-W ABC) } 
Dec. 15—Phil Regan, Florence 
Reed. 
Dec. 22—Fritzi Scheff, Jimmy Far- 
rell, Yvonne Ivantzoff. 
PITTSBURGH PLATE GLASS 
(Su. 2—WABC) 
Dec. 13—Reed Kennedy. 
FIRESTONE 
(Mon. 8:30—WEAF) 


Dec. 14—Gladys Swarthout. 

Dec. 21—Richard Crooks, 

Dec. 28—Rithard Crooks. 

Jan. 4—Lauritz Melchior, 
HEINZ 

(M-W-F. 11 a.m—WABC) 

Dec. 14—William Lyon Phelps, 

KRAFT 
e (Th. 10—WEAF) 


Dec. 12—Suzanne Fisher, Bruce 


der the chairmanship of Jack Hylton | Cabot, Anita Louise. 


and rejected the revised terms pro- | 
posed by British Broadcasting Corp.., 
commencing Dec. 20. It was agreed | 
that band leaders would accept no | 
further broadcasting contracts in | 
England until ‘better pay’ is agreed | 
upon. 

Emergency plans have been secret- | 
ly prepared by BBC, Company ex- 
pected a strike to be started at the | 
Sunday night meet of the maestros | 
and was ready for such a move, but | 
nothing happened. 


There is a reasonable likelihood | 
now of a compromise being reached. | 
Bandleaders, however, are po 
mined to stick together, while fail- | 
ing a settlement, BBC says it will | 
organize two more studio bands and | 
play more light orchestral music and | 
phonograph records. | 


TIME TABLE FOR REPS 





| Taylor, 


AT BENTON & BOWLES, =<. 





Benton & Bowles has mimeo- 
graphed a batch of schedules, resem- 
bling time-tables, and put them in 
the hands of the station reps. Idea 
is that the reps are supposed to make 
calls on spot buyers only at the hours 
indicated on the schedule. 

Resultantly the boys have been 
dizzy with visits to B & B. For all 
the buyers have virtually different 
office hours, which means that a 
rep can’t, on one visit, make his 
rounds completely. 





Ratner Looks Over KNX 
Vic Ratner, sales promotion man- 
ager of CBS, leaves for Coast Thurs- 
day (10) in connection with the | 
KNX switchover. 


months. 


Dec. 24—Jose Iturbi. 

Jan. 7—Greta Stueckgold. 
Jan. 14—-Guiomar Novaes, 
Jan. 21—Rose Bampton. 


NASH 
WABC) 
Dec. 12—Conrad Mayo, Efrem Zim- 
balist. 
Dec. 26—Ruth Breton, 
Jan, 2—Julius Huehn, 
Jan. 9—Josephine Antoine. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
(Th. 8—-WEAF) 
Dec. 10—Joe Cook, Spencer Tracy, 
John H. Ayers, Doris Hare. 








Maland’s Wire 


Informed of statements made 
in Nashville by Sizemore, Jo- 
seph O. Maland wired late Mon- 
day (9) as follows: 

Editor VARIETY: 
Have legal contract for Asher 





and Little Jimmie act until 
May 1, 1937, covering song book 
receipts through WHO and 
personal appearances in Iowa 
and adjacent territory which 
was renounced by Sizemore 
with four days’ notice to sta- 


tion when I was out of town 
and by non-performance when 
he left town hurriedly. 
Separate contract covering 
talent cost for drug trade prod- 
ucts schedule was exchange of 
telegrams and letters. If station 
had broken contract we would 


be liable for damages and 
therefore believe contract 
works both ways. Action for 


damages depends on advice of 
attorneys and further investi- 
gation of Sizemore’s financial 
responsibility. Naturally we re- 
fuse to sell time to anyone not 
fulfilling contract with us until 
settlement. 


(Signed) J. O. Maland 











SHELL 
(Sat. 9:330—WEAF) 
Dec. 12—Bertha Matlock, Bill Mac- 
| Dowell. 
LUX 
(Mon. 9—W ABC) 
Dec. 14—Jean Harlow, 
Claude Rains. 
RADIO GUIDE 


Robert 


(Fri. 10—WJZ) 
Dec. 11—-Ann Sothern, Gene Ray- 
RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 
Dec. 13—Yale Glee Club, Emil 
Coleman orc, James Barton, Jane 


Froman, Percy Grainger. 
FORD 
(Su. 9—WABC) 
13—Galli-Curci. 
20—Jascha Heifetz. 
27—Lauritz Melchior. 
3—Lily Pons. 
10—John C. Thomas. 
SEARS 
(Th. 10—W ABC) 
10—Rosa Ponselle. 
CAMPBELL 
(Fri. 9—-WABC) 
Dec. 11—F. Bartholomew, Made- 
leine Carroll, Tyrone Power. 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


Dec. 














of Lucky Strike’s ‘Hit Parade’ to- | 
| night (Wednesday) on NBC, making 


His second California trip in six | it the fourth series he has done for 


the account. 








Radio Vs. Newspaper Santa Claus 
But Kids Don't Know Difference 





Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 8. 

Those 
WSPA-local newspaper feuds 
still laughing about the recent Santa 
Claus incident. 
ure of kids to know one St. 
from another. 

Santa Claus parade was scheduled 
with John L. Pocl, promotion think- 
pers, as Santa Claus Snow, sleet | 
and ice caused the event to be put off | 
two days. 


plained delay. Radio statior, 


broadcast with a “eavy-voiced Santa | 





parade this afternoon—didn’t want 
all you kiddies standing out in the 


Papers announced and ex- | 


who laughed at the cold weather and 
said ‘I’m sorry I couldn’t be in the | they assume WSPA’s radio Santa was | 


are | 


cold—but what's a little cold weather | 
in the know anent the | to me? 


Ha! ha! ha! 


as latter have’ rigid press 


| gag on station. 


It concerns the fail- | 


that | | Spartanburg—and 
same p. m. put on a Santa Claus | | Street! 


Montgomery Ward sponsored 


Nick | WSPA’s Santa feud and became un- 


intentionally funnier when _ this 


Santa read a big request for gifts | 


letter from—of 


all youngsters— | 
Grier Hudson, Jr., 


after suggesting | 


| go shopping at Ward’s. 

Little Grier’s father is manager of | 
| Belk-Hudson Dept. store, prime com- 
| petitor of Montgomery Ward in 
just across the 


Kiddies here, like everywhere else, 
only recognize one Santa Claus—so | 


the one lined up for the newspaper 
parade, . : 














Al Goodman takes over the baton | 





| staff of 


Dave Freedman 


Dies in Midst 


Of Cantor Trial 





David Freedman, most prolific and 
perhaps the best known of radio 
script writers, died of heart disease 
in his sleep at his home in New York 
yesterday (8). Trial of his $250,000 
breach of contract suit against Eddie 
Cantor had begun in N. Y. Supreme 
Court the day before. He was 39. 


Specializing in gags, Freedman was 
responsible for radio’s entry into the 
big money class for writers, and 
himself recorded larger earnings 
than any other member of the pro- 
fession. He had done other literary 
work before, but first came to major 
attention in show business as the 
author of the Cantor radio scripts 
for several seasons. 


Son of a New York Yiddish lan- 
guage newspaperman, Freedman 
matriculated at the College of the 
City of N. Y., paying his way by 
outside editorial work on industrial 
trade papers. After leaving school 
and before clicking as a writer, he 
worked on the N. Y. Evening Mail as 
a reporter. He then created ‘Men- 
del Marantz,’ East Side philosopher, 
as a character for magazine stories, 
which he sold to Pictorial Review, 
and subsequent publication of these 
articles in book form led to his 
theatrical writing connections. 


Freedman commenced to write for 
Cantor in 1931 and continued as the 
comedian’s author until they dis- | 
agreed and split three years later. 
Meanwhile Freedman progressed 
rapidly as a writer in other direc- 
tions, doing a legit comedy, ‘Mendel, 
Inc.” for Smith and Dale; col- 
laborating with Cantor on latter’s 
biography, ‘My Life is in Your 
Hands; magazine stories, comedy 
scenes for legit revues and pro- 
grams for numerous other radio 
comedians, besides Cantor. 

Freedman attributed his capacity 


| for wholesale writing to the develop- 
Station’s Santa got no publicity in| 
| papers, 


ment of a system by which jokes and 


‘situations’ were turned out to order | 


in the nearest approach to the ‘fac- 
tory’ method that can be made in a 
creative business. He was the fore- 
most file specialist, conypiling, in 


several years of intensive and expen- | 


sive research, the largest known file 
/of comedy materia!, culled from pub- | 


er-upper of morning and evening pa- | all the kiddies take their parents and | lications printed in every language 


and from all over the world. He was 
one of the best, if not the best, | 
switcher in the business. 

To handle his many writing assign- 
ments, Freedman had employed a 
assistants for the past several 
| years. He usually had more orders 
| than he could fill and was always the 
| first to be called in when an adver- 


| tising agency needed a writer for a} headed 


* * (Continued on page 36) 





Des Moines, Dec, 8. 
Station WHO is peeved at the hill. 
billy act of Asher Sizemore and Lit- 
tle Jimmy which has moved back to 
station WSM, Nashville. Des Moines 


station does not feel Sizemore 
treated it nicely. His departure 
on Nov. 28 as the act was growing in 


popularity and mail was coming in 
is awkward for the station. 
Sizemore, who has appeared over 


WCKY, Covington, and other lead- 
ing western and southern stations 
besides WHO, does a father-and-son 


routine with his small offspring. He 
has done a_e substantial business, 
mostly with song books and theatre 
dates. Sizemores own a 2,000-acre 
farm in Indiana. 





Nashville, Dec: 8. 

Station WSM is entirely an inno- 
cent party in the disagreement be- 
tween Asher Sizemore, the hillbilly 
entertainer, and station WHO, ac- 
cording to Harry Stone, manager of 
WSM. Sizemore approached WSM 
first on Oct. 23 and purchased five 
15-minute spots at card rates for his 
own account. Sizemore moved into 
town last week and started broad- 
casting. 

Stone, when he became aware of 
the Des Moines angle, immediately 
long distanced Joe Maland at WHO 
and asked what he could do to help 
straighten out the matter. 

In explanation of his side of the 
case Sizemore told VARIETY repre- 
sentative here that he had no formal 
contract with WHO but did have an 
‘understanding’ under which he was 
to stay the season. Station was to re- 
ceive 25% of the song book revenues 
and 33 1/3% on personal appear- 
ances booked through the WHO art- 
ists’ bureau. 

WHO sold Sizemore to Peruna, pat- 
ent medicine, six shows weekly at 
$200 a week with extra show Satur- 
day. Because of election Sizemore 
avers he got no spot of his own to 
sell books from Oct. 19 to Nov. 5. He 
claims that cut his income $400 





weekly. He also claims a verbal un- 
| derstanding to do Peruna Saturday 
| night show without salary in return 
| for announcemnt about song books. 
| About middle of November station 
| asked for cut on Saturday night book 
sales. Sizemore bucked on grounds 
| station had been selling out its 4,500 
| capacity auditorium Saturday nights 
| and paying him nothing for personal 
| appearance. 

Sizemore says he offered to buy 
time at regular card rate on WHO 
and sponsor own program with Lit- 
tle Jimmy to sell song books. This 
offer he says was refused, where- 
upon he gave notice Nov. 22 and left 
Nov. 29. 

Sizemore charges Irvin Grossman, 
manager of WHO Artists’ Bureau, 
told him he (Grossman) had con- 
tacted WSM and that he would not 
be allowed to return here. Sizemore 
phoned WSM and found that he 
would be allowed to go as his own 
sponsor. He opened last Monday. 

Sizemore further says he mailed 
every song he got orders for before 
leaving Des Moines. Since he has 
come here he had letters from which 
25 cent pieces had been removed, he 
says. Declares that every letter thus 
received will be acknowledged with 
song book just the same. 


Jessel With Oakie 


Hollywood, Dee. 8. 

George Jessel has been signed for 
two guest shots on the revamped 
Camel Caravan show. He will be the 
visiting professor in Jack Oakie’s 
collegiate extravaganza. Others 
being negotiated are Eddie Cantor, 
Jack Benny, Fred Allen, Al Jolson 
and Burns and Allen. 

New setup debuts Dec. 19 for 
a 13-week stretch with Bob Redd 
continuing as _ producer, Ruppert 
Hughes bows out of radio to devote 
his time to writing. 

















Bill Lewis’ Comedy Shows 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Three sponsors are reported inter- 
| ested in the comedy air show topped 
iby George Jessel and Patsy Kelly, 
being whipped into shape here by 
Bill Lewis, CBS program director. 
Raymond Paige’s band is in the mu- 
sic spot, 

Lewis is also auditioning shows 
by the Marx Bros. and 


Lionel Barrymore 
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Bonus Boast in Mutual Publicity § || S|F FIRM'S | Fed’l Communications Commissi 

y Ted | LOMMUNICAUCHS LOMMISSIONEer 
| | 
> Ny) bd 7 ‘é e b 
: raws ire Of JONN Onepard in Mu | NS | | : ] A [ 1 ues the agazine broad casting 
) 
+ 4 ba ss eae 
1 
. , bd pane 
Decision of coe seen : { Mutuals Figures Not for Mae Washington, Dec. 8. 
ecisio ) , Newark, las , ae $100 Af we 
, + lel Als nlc eRalindies aa eee. ~ All Blackett - Sample - Hum- A libel suit for $100,000 was 
week to hand its employes a year i filed against Broadcasting Magazine 
1z . "ac re Swe " — . a } 4} L dsallls el as if WiaLaZine, 
- end bonus, caused a commotion a gress: ™ rg By: 9 an mert Shows to New Book- Hollywood, Dec ’ | Washington-published trade paper, 
. among the hirelings of John Shepard earne , A a Ola be PLE 1,090.49 ca Office Called Air is a plug I 2 tne Re ' ert Rip- by Commisisoner George Henr?¥ 
" 3d. whereupon Shepard has reput- in Novembe1, up 39% over the g ’ e lev broadcast. J. Walter Thomp- P ss i. tn Wiel 1c ; 
53 697 -* | ay - ol 1e a ommunica- 
> edly asked his Newark affiliate that $163,697.29 totalled in the pre- | Features, Inc. son publicists took Robert Roy ‘ ‘ c =e a vs ” omy . 
4 no more staff-disturbing information vious November. This brings Smith, ‘never, never man, up ee porn cae a ee 
2 of this type be sent to Boston. the cumulative 11 months’ total eaanee to see Mae West in her apart- or of le My n of a series of 
: , . ¥ 76. } — 4 . critical editorials and news articles. 
2 Inasmuch as Shepard’s Colonial to $1,794,076.34. ment to catch his reaction (for ‘ 

web ties in with Mutual, the boys at Breakdown of the current fig- BOB GOLDSTEIN OUT space reasons) to a first kiss. Clain ing he had bee! malici« usly 

WAAB got hold of some Mutual ure gives $178,441.65 to the ba- —— La West took one look at the ne welrenty Bom Jem fs. Payne ked 

Broadcasting publicity amid which sic MBS web, and $49,101.60 to guy and blurted, ‘I'd hate to Federal District Court for the Dis- 
“ was a release from WOR loudly and the subsids. For the purpose of eventually con- have you on my conscience.’ trict of Columbia to award $50,000 
. proudly hailing the bonus. Gang centrating its radio producing ac- gem and ret ayes a 

, ‘ red. ¢ ae : : o compensate for the harm done by 
y forthwith got hot and bothered, and tivity in one outside office, the * the . rvs gsi: A. senda 
‘ word of it got to Shepard, who e mag. Named as co-defendants 
f burned up Blackett-Sample-Hummert advertis- are Sol Taishoff and Martin Codel, 
° ; » 
I MBS is said to have countered ing agency in New York is breaking | two former Washington reporters, 
> with the explanation that the send- jaway from its established policy of | who are editor and publisher, re- 
5 ing of the bonus news was com- patronizing several stagers Ain | spectively. he 
) mitted in all innocence. WOR not Feat a th J: Riis | Principal incident mentioned in 
- only publicized its bonus decision on en a, We the papers was an editorial published 
paper, but also had a_ broadcast president, has been set up with thi Oct. 15 denouncing Payne for asking 
f about it, wherefore Mutual evidently in view. ? a series of embarrassing questions of 
r thought the whole thing was public At the start, eight of B-S-H’s cur- | ; ps Powell Crosley, Jr., owner of WLW, 
) property. . rent 25 programs on NBC, CBS and Cincinnati, at the recent reallocation 
) ——_—_—__—_———- , Mutual are being transferred to the | pda hearings. 

T St ti ? Vi new outfit for production and man- | Declaring he is a ‘law-abiding, rep- 
> acoma a 10n S lew CBS’ board of directors meets to- | agement. These are the four Ameri- Hollywood, Dec. 8 utable and honest citizen’ and enjoys 
, Of E S ] D morrow (Thursday) to decide what|can Home Products script shows—]| [atest slant on Dick Powell racio ‘a good reputation for honesty, integ- 

- ‘Racy “eac’ ani ‘ Soc’ : . , . - ,o¢ *haracte Iny » enia 

X-Dalesman amages the dividend payoff will be for the | Easy Aces’ (Anacin), “Mrs. Wiggs’) status is that he will have show| tty and character, Payne said he 
e ‘ , (Louis Phillippe), ‘John’s Other} pyiit around him by Transamerican| did not commit ‘wrongful, corrupt, 

: final quarter of 1936 and also the wire (Bi-s 1) and ‘Just Plain | : ; ’ sara fraudulent or illegal acts’ and al 
; Inges on t e mount ife’ (Bi-So-Dol) an ust ain! for sale to Campbell to replace| fraudulent or illegal acts’ and al- 
amount of the bgnus to go to net- | Bill’ (Kolynos)—on NBC, and|purns & Allen next April. His con-| leged the publication injured him by 
; canon ; work officials and the general per-| Sterling Products’ Ethel Barrymore | tract with Campbell's ‘Hollywood | printing ‘a false, malicious, scaadal- 
. Tacoma, Dec. 8. | sonnel, Impression prevailing in | and Fannie Brice programs and Bab- | Hotel’ expires Dec. 18, but he owes | ous, defamatory and libelous’ article. 
, Should Judge Remann of the local | Stock brokerage circles is that the | bitt's ‘David Harum’ on the same | them two shows on account time|Codel and Taishoff circulated the 

Superior Court find the jury in | board will vote some sort of divi-| network: also Affiliated Products’ | taken out when he lost voice. article ‘for the express purpose of 
. granting Judgment of $500 to the | dend this time, despite the heavy ‘Rich Man’s Darling’ on CBS. These | Recent two-year pact signed by | wilfully, wrongfully, maliciously and 
plaintiff in the commission suit of | expenditures that ¢ olumbia has been are mostly daytime New York shows. | Powell with Wallis Armstrong ad-| unlawfully attacking, impugning and 
Porter vs. KMO was not in keep- | making in station acquisitions. Divi- |The B-S-H Chicago programs and | vertising agency attacked by Warn-| defaming the character and reputa- 
oy a ~ Levssigeh and that went 4 dend was passed up for the previous the rest of those now produced in ers as illegal as his picture covenant | tion of the plaintiff and bringing him 
) o 5 ole oe was sufficient, | quarter. eas the east will not be affected for the | prevents him from making radio| into public and private contempt, 

and so enter ju gment against the Over-the counter division of Wall | time being. ldeals without Warner permission| ridicule and disrepute,’ the suit 
radio station, it will be paid and the | Street has during the past week cir- Bob Goldstein who, along with!.,q uo signed latter pact without | charges. 

case will go no further as far as/| culated the report that the web was; World Broadcasting and Hiram | “ yp HARES 


KMO is concerned, according to Leo | 


consulting studio execs. 


Assails Radio Lobby 


again considering splitting up the | Brown, had been one of the agency's Another possibility Warners will| Assailing the ‘radio lobby’ which 
Teats, attorney ; > air | stock, but CBS authorities describe ‘incips side er-agents ic a ‘ PAG prea: , Ni 
| Should aa iT ether st ene tae | this as Sra Special haar oe abesmar eee tee s|keep Powell off air until they can | tried to Binck is reappoinment les 
Ne Ra: ‘ —_ Ap | CBS offi vere eer ee ee ee through a reported | get their price for him. | year, Payne amplified his grievances 
are appearing in the case as friends S officials for last year was re- | general misunderstanding w ith} Werman Starr, radio topper for) jin a lengthy statement citing more 
of the court, however, deem the | ported to have been $100,000. Those | B-S-H over terms and commissions. Warners, is reticent on case and | than a half-dozen examples of the 








precedent dangerous and desire re- 
dress, by appeal to higher courts, 
and assist financially, case will be 
carried up. 

Teats said: 


concerned figure that it will be sub- 
stantially more this year. 

NBC will not delegate the ghost 
to do a special walk this Christmas. 


Goldstein’s 
programs are both 
those immediately 
Air Features, Inc. 


and Brice 
included among 
shifting over to 
World Broadcast- 


Barrymore 


arrival next week of John | 
Transamerican prexy. 


awaiting 
L. Clark, 


magazine’s alleged campaign to 
malign him. He accuses Taishoff and 
Codel of attempting to ‘dictate to a 
government official, declared they 


°1 ‘It will cost us over | Instead of distributing bonuses, the | ing will shortly lose its ‘Broadway took an active part in the campaign 

50 to get out our transcription and | network will continue its policy of | Varieties’ show on CBS to Air Fea- : Tati , i est 2 ‘ mr 

. : : : = scuit to revent his renomination, ar- 

file the appeal suit and it would not | last year and that is, hand out sal- | tures, with this program to be jointly May Join Neat nee 8 ‘oman for a ‘celebration’ to mark 
ollywooa, . oO. . i 


be good business for us to spend 
that amount ourselves when we can 
settle for $100 or less.’ Should the 
judge readjust the verdict to $200 
or more, appeal will be taken, it is 
certain, Teats said, whether the rest 
of the stationS concur or not. 


Seek Golden Theatre 
For Columbia Radio 





ary increases during the forthcoming 
year to those it regards as meriting 
them. | 

Two New York stations last week 
announced the proposed splitting of 
a Christmas bonus among employees. 
WOR will make it a week’s salary 
for those who had been on the pay- 
roll previous to July 31 and a half 
day’s pay for each month between 
August and December for those who | 





handled by the two producers until | 


then. 
A Paradox? 


Sauter is an accountant and Wall 
street statistician, by profession 
a C.P.A. As for previous radio ex- 
perience, he has produced the Phila- 
delphia Orchestra show, banker- 
sponsored, for Wessel (Chicago). He 


|says Air Features, Inc., is ‘not a sub- 


sidiary’ of nor controlled by B-S-H, 


National Biscuit Co. is dickering 
/to have Buddy Rogers with a band 
‘and Helen Broderick step into ac- 
| counts. Friday night half hour on 
| NBC blue when contracts of present 
talent expire. 

Rosemarie Brancato and Helen 
Claire now present a combo singing- 
dramatic session, 











the expiration of his term, and told 
him editorially that radio is none of 
his concern. 

Asked by Variety to make 
comment he cared to on the suit 
Soi Taishoff wired Tuesday (8): 
have not been served with papers, 
consequently no comment. 


CBS Declines to Continue E 


any 





Columbia is negotiating with the | M24 Since joined the station, with | even though the agency seems tohave| Blaine Butcher to L. A. 
Shuberts to take over the Golden ~ raga charg sg Bas Fon | magnanimously elected it as bene- mae + tanta i we Fe 
theatre for broadcast studi s Hg mus Wi!!! | ficiary of all future B-S-H radio! Blaine Butcher of Lennen &% é Sh \) f 
when the petwork's yard oer come to half of their week’s salary. | ¢ommission gravy. In addition to | chell goes to Los Angeles Dec. 15 by OW as ustainer or 
Hudson, another former Times its. own offices at 630 Fifth avenue, | plane to service the Jergel y earlier F | N ha F U ) 
Square legit spot, expires Feb. 1, Arthur King, is new announcer |the outfit will maintain quarters_in |,Walter Winchell departs day eal lier | a é S apt uture. se 
1937. over WHN, New York, coming from | the B-S-H home office on Park | by train. Sag igs 

Other original legit houses now oc- | WHDH, Boston. | avenue, Both will be gone seven weeks. 


cupied by CBS are the Manhattan, 
Broadway and 53rd street, and the 
Avon, located opposite the Golden in 
West 45th street. 

Hudson was the network's first 
outside studio, the lease becoming 
effective in February, 1934. 7 


_ 


Gene and Glen Look Set 


Des Moines. Dec. 8. 


Gene and Glen's contract with 











Kellogg is virtually certain to be | 
Signatured for another year of ether- | 


izing via the Cornbelt hookup. N. W. 
Ayer hasn't filled the dotted line as 
yet, but every indication is that they 
soon will. 





ARIETY 


31st Anniversary Edition 


To Be Published Late in December 4 





| Fels 
| backing the serial in February. When 


Columbia Broadcasting System 


| won't keep the ‘Centerville Sketches’ 


Los Angeles, until 
ready to resume 


going on KNX, 
Naptha is 


the soap maker’s contract fdr the 
program expired last Thursday (3) 
the latter suggested that the show 
be continued meanwhile on a sus- 
taining basis. : 
“Web replied that it was cleaning 
house anyway as far as the station’s 
schedule was concerned, and that if 
Fels was interested in the serial it 
would have to put it on the line im- 
mediately. It had been the soap 
mixer’s idea to Jay off for eight 
weeks. 


Air Asties Screen Tesken 


Gene and Glen duo is on six-a- Xe 
} ta for the cereal sponsor, part of " a San Francisco, Dec. 8. 
the time from Des Moines, and part | | ® ‘ Warner Bros. has summoned John 
of the time from Minneapolis, de- %, Nesbitt. commentator heard over 
penaging on G. & G.’s meanderings. .) -| NBC stations in ‘Passing Parade’ and 








rovia, Calif. 





‘House of Melody’ programs, to Hol- 


sponsors 


" nae Pa ‘ . ~ * 
. Armold Hartley Ill Reservations May Be Sent to Any Variety Office ie lywood for film tests. Nesbitt flew 
Arnold Hartley, former program ba . south Sunday (6) for three-day 
eee of Station KYW, Philadel- is NEW YORK LOS ANGELES | CHICAGO LONDON R ~~ oat er . ; 
Pnhia, and b ir a y” stations be s : 9 y ie film de: oes rous ar- 
ia Chicag lo ite somiteriun at eer ie 454 West 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. 54W.Randolph St. 8 St. Martin's Pl. 84 | ranzements will be, made with ‘ig 


M . 
Will be laid up some time. Friends 
May write him at Box A, Monrovia. 


A Bank 


SE SE SKK RRR 


of America. to continue both 


weekly broadcasts. 
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GERTRUDE LAWRENCE, NOEL 
COWARD 
‘The Red Peppers’ 
ROYAL GELATIN 
Thurs., 8 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) ; 
One of the Broadway stage skits 
being currently presented in groups 
of three by Noel Coward, this item 
proved well adapted to radio. It had 
speed and tempo and characteriza- 
tion and it offered the ear a lot. 
Diction of both performers excel- 
lent. Cockney stuff was broad and 
on the slapstick side. So nobody 
could charge that it was for sophisti- 
cates only. Couple of the lines, in- 
cluding ‘you know what you can do 
with that—’ were on the indigo 
shading, but possibly not enough to 
stir up the censors and in any event 


JAMES BRADDOCK 

With Gabriell Dell, Bebby Jordan, 
Josephine Victor, Charles Ken- 
nedy, Edward B. Latimer 

15 Mims. 

TASTYEAST 

Tues., Wed., Thurs., 7:15 p.m. EST. 

WJZ, New York 


(J. P. Muller) 


Like the man from whom he took 
the heavyweight title (Max Baer), 
Jimmy Braddock 
actor, garnering $1,200 per broadcast 
or $3,600 per week. For this rather 
decent compensation Braddock on 
his first broadcast (1) spoke about 
200 words, tense as a drumhead, 
while a capable cast, drawn mostly 
from New York legit, did the rest. 
Stella Unger, columnist, and Jack 
Kofoed, sports writer, scripted, turn- 


/ With Freeman Gesden, Charlies Cor- 


(Lord & Thomas) 


'a Friday night minstrel show with 


: | chorus, quartet, band and guest star. 
is turning ether | 








the Standard Brand hour has the rep 
with some of the latitude of being | 
the worldly program par excellence | 
of the air. 
A couple of small time English | 
vaudeville people lay an egg in a| 
morth England music hall andj} 
quarrel together and with the or- 
chestra leader. With several musical 
moments, the skit held together 
brightly and was steadily interesting 
as a novelty to American listeners 
not familiar with the British tang. 
Land. 


FREDDIE MARTIN 

With Dorothy 
30 Mins. 
MAYBELLINE 
Sunday, 4 p. m. 
WEAF, New York 

(Kirtland-Engle) 

Nice music, but not-so-nice com- 
mercial copy. Dorothy Hamilton 
seems intent on out-Lady Esthering 
that other Chicago cosmetic account 
in the matter of prissy-sweet style. 
Which is no compliment, although 
agency psychology will possibly 
take it that way. 

It may or may not be important. 
Wayne King has consistently risen 
above his sales copy. Maybe Martin 
will do likewise. And it may or 
may not matter that the menfolks 
hang around the house on Sunday 
afternoon and have some veto power 
over the dials. Men won’t care for 
that phony-genteel delivery. They 
might stand the long-winded and 
over-insistent words but the vibrant 
gush is pretty tough on masculinity. 

tso seemed to be too much un- 
necessary scene-setting for the 
‘penthouse’ motif of the program. So 
what? It could be the patio, the 
backyard, the attic, Dingleberry’s 
edfeteria or the Garden of Allah. It’s 
the music—not the literary imagina- 
tion of the continuity—that counts. 

Martin gives out handsomely. So 
Maybelline needs only to tone down 
the blurbs. Land. 


ORCH. 
Hamilton 


ISABEL HEWSON 

Talk 

15 Mins. 

GOLDEN RICH CHEESE 

T-Th.; 10:45 CT 

WGN, CHICAGO 
(Hanff<Metzger) 

From Philadelphia each Tuesday 
and Thursday morning Miss Hewson 
unloads a session of serious chin- 
fest under the label of ‘Petticoat 
Philosophy.’ With quite a rep in 
Philly, evidently deserved, Miss 
Hewson indicates that she should 
follow that up with a wider name on 
the plugging she’s going to receive 
ote an eight-station Mutual connec- 
ion. 

Miss Hewson discusses the news of 
the day from the femme angle, and 
doesn’t hesitate to get either gos- 
sipy or controversial. She’s take a 





Jordan (both from ‘Dead End’ legit) 





case; for instance, the Wally Simp- 
sen case, and discusses the question 
coldly and bluntly from both sides 
of the picture, She does this with 
other items in the news which are 
of particular appeal to the skirted 
portion of the population. 

-“Good delivery, quick appreciation 
of the femme news values and an 
imteresting style of presentation 
makes Miss Hewson’s talks on the 
ether full of solid interest, and in- 
dicates a cinch to go places on. the 
morning air parade. Gold. 


JACK ARTHUR 
With Elinor Sherry, Harold Stern’s 

Orchestra 
Musical 
30 Mins. 

VIM RADIO 
Monday, 8:30 p.m., EST 
WOR, New York 

: (Sternfield-Godley ) 

Vim, a chain of local stores selling 
radios and electrical appliances, is 
an old WOR patron. Currently (7) 
has moved its show to a new spot, 
and made slight revamps. In toto 
the stanza impresses as passable, 
with a contest offering four radios 
te help things along. 

Jack Arthur is a self-effacing m.c. 
Deesn’t say much, and his chief 


contribution appears to be a couple | 


of songs rendered in a husky tenor. 
Arthur might well unlimber himself 
more. While it’s safer to say 
nothing and avoid getting into Hot 
water, it would add some distinction 
to the show to have 
salted with smart chatter. 

Elinor Sherry, songstress, does 
fair, but Stern’s orchestra should 
apply l-ir tonic to thicken out the 
thin spots. Use of stock arrange- 


ments for the most part has prob- | 


ably convineed the boys that they 
needn't bother rehearsing. Flaw in 


this philosophy was evident on the | 


program. Vim’s contest consists of 


ing out an opus that can be classi- | 
fied as fair, especially for kids. What 
things will be like when Braddock 
himself goes dramatic, is another | 
matter. Right now he’s in the back- | 
ground while a cast that knows how 
does the broadcast. | 

Braddock isn’t the most colorful 
champ that has come down the pike, | 
and compared to somebody like Baer 
he’s a grass-roots suburbanite. Un-| 
ger-Kofoed combo consequently are | 
doing Braddock and their sponsor a | 
favor in building the pug up along | 
morality lines. When an incident in 
his life comes up that’s got a bit of 
color, it’s She vein of Huck Finn. 
So the tack is, and correctly should | 
be, strict adherence to the homey | 
stuff. Braddock can’t tapdance, but 
perhaps he can be built up as a 
YMCA model hero for the younger 
generation. 

‘My Battle With Life’ (which, in- 
cidentally, sounds like a good Eng- 
lish translation of Hitler’s famous | 
autobiography) is supposed to carry 
Braddock out of Hell’s Kitchen into 
the prize ring. Stanza launches 
against a fanfare of prizefight noises, 
and then Braddock takes the mike. 
He’d obviously been rehearsed until | 
blue in the face for the opener, and | 
although the tenseness was notice- 
able, he didn’t stammer or blow his 
cues. Referring briefly to his start 
in the Irish-Catholic slums of New 
York, he faded into a dramatization 
for which Gabriel Dell and Bobby 








can take plenty bows. 

Tastyeast rings in plugs galore, 
which is_ typical of juve fare 
They're also offering a Braddock 
photo for three wrappers, another 
standard item. 

At the close of the debut, Brad- 

dock publicly announced that he can 
whip Joe Louis if the two ever are 
matched, and briefly explained how | 
the trick will be turned. A pair of | 
phoney telegrams were then ex: | 
changed between Braddock and | 
Louis. Louis’ wire was virtually in- 
audible through the loudspeaker, 
while Braddock’s had a gag in it} 
that he couldn’t have thought up| 
naturally in a thousand years. Gag- 
ging might better be omitted. 
, Stanza, to judge by the first effort. 
impresses as better than expected, | 
but raises doubts as to how long this 
calibre will last. Hard work and 
plenty of rehearsing are evident and 
contribute to a good outcome. 
Newspaper spotlight ads might help | 
pull in an adult audience along with | 
the juves. Edga., 





| 
| 
| 


| 





RAY SAUNDERS 
Pro Basketball Commentator 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 9 p. m. 
WHN, New York 

If Ray Saunders’ and WHN’s ex- 
periment in ethercasting a descrip- 
tion of a basketball game Is any cri- 
terion, this looks like one sport that’s 
too fast for the mike. That’s been 
the experience mostly in midwest 
spots, where basketball has been 
broadcast. 

Anyway, Saunders doesn’t quite 
click as a_ basketball spieler, as 


gations 
cagers. 

For instance, Saunders’ over-usage 
of the conjunction ‘and’ to bridge the 
gaps in his verbal description per- 
haps is the answer to everything. 
Seeking to maintain tempo and 
cement interest it was difficult, be- 
cause it ultimately resolves itself 
down to a repetition of the fact that 
the boys are either dribbling or pass- 
ing or trying for the cage, with 
minor interruptions anent the free 


composed of ex-collegiate 


| play, guffaws, goofy goings-on, this 


gleaned from his Sunday night stint | 
with the N. Y. Whirlwinds and the | 
Washington Brewers, both pro aggre- | 


| AMOS ’n’ ANDY MINSTREL SHOW 
rell, Bill Hay, Frank Parker 
15 Mins. 
PEPSODENT 
Fri., 7 p.m., EST 
WEAF, New York 


Newest stunt for Amos ’n Andy is 
the long-run comics backed up by a 


It’s a novelty and while remaining 
a novelty is excellent. And it’s only 
15 minutes which means it’s fast. 
Both sing. In their best old-time 
Elks Club minstrel style with Andy 
felling out of character now and 
then. : F 
This is only for Friday nights. 
Monday to Thursday broadcasts will 
stick to serial form. Bill Hay presides 
as interlocutor, with Amos ’n Andy 
presented as end men. Their im- 
personations of Kingfish, Lightnin’, 
ete.. and in front of studio audience 
(Chicago) adds to the novelty angle. 
Also using guest stars. Bral, 





‘HOUSE ON THE HILL’ , 
With Jennie Moscowitz, Ruth Baiz- 
ell, Lucille Lortell, Raymond Gor- 


don : 
shaittieg ; Guest got rich on. Motif for the 
- _— Serial sweet stuff is the ‘Secret. of Hap- 
| HOUSE OF JACOB piness.’ Nice exploitation idea is to 
Tu., 8:15 p.m. EST. infer that listeners may forward 
WHN, New York their brain-children and, if they 
: qualify, they will be read over 


Sobby serial yarn with the poor- 
house lingering in the background. 
Not a very happy subject matter to 
start with, and drab to average dial- 
ers when aired over the ether waves. 
Program is staged by the House of 
Jacob, which takes care of elderly 
folk. 

Talking is all in dialect and very 
much down-to-earth in its appeal. 
Series, of course, bids for attention 
to swell its operating fund, and may 
sueceed on this angie. Jennie Mos- 
cowitz is most prominently cast of 
the players. She’s experienced and 
knows how to deliver her lines. Act- 
ing throughout is sustained well. 

Allen Gordon scripts the story. 
Broadcasts once a week, with inter- 
est carried over in hanging suspense 
fashion. Heart tugs and other sym- 
pathetic trimmings are handed out 
regularly to reflect the welfare mes- 
sage. Station is donating the time. 
Actors said to be paid. Making it a 
semi-commercial for charity. Brat 

ral, 





CLOWN COURT 

With Polly Shedlov, Men of Notes, 
Ivan Flanery, John Wald 

30 Mins. ' 

GREAT NORTHERN COAL CO, 

Sunday, 5 p.m. 

KSTP, Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Packed to the gunwales with horse- 


half-hour session clicks solidly. 
Every Sunday afternoon. Studio 
audience crams the place to capacity. 
Station alternates the show every | 
Sunday between its Minneapolis and 
St. Paul studios. ; 
Listeners are urged to send in 
anything funny: story, quip, song, 
joke—clipped or original—and if the 
sound meter Says your contrib is 
tops for applause, you win a ton of 
coal from the sponsor. Three such 
prizes are given every week; but 
wait—if you’re on the company’s 
books as a customer, you win two 
tons! Non-coal winners get $1 for 
their contribs used; stuff not used 
gets 50c. ° 
John Wald, KSTP senior an- 
nouncer, handles the straight com- 
mercials, while Ivan Flanery, an- 
other announcer, pairs with Polly 
both in kidding the biz spiels and in 
acting out the jokes. Flanery keeps 
| the studio audience wreathed in 
| good humor by his mugging and 
| clowning, and it all builds to beau- 
| coup applause when he signals for 
it. Men of Notes a nifty singing trio 
| with piano accompanient. 
How does it sound over the air? 











Rash. This is a one-minute announce- 
oe series in comedy dialect that 
shows initiative and ideas. 

| ABC JUNIORS A simple one-minute station break 

| With Bernard Newman, m.c. plug dressed up with a well known 

| Eevee eee Comedy {name which is immediately recog- 


| Sustaining 
Sunday; 5:30 p.m. CT. 

WIND, Chicago-Gary 

Weekly sustainer produced by Af- 
| filiated region network. It’s a 30- 
| minute period using youngsters to do 
| comedy and sdngs which kids usually 
| don’t get away with. 
| Newman 


| WAY SINGHI BREEN, PETER DE 


| Ca, 


ROSE 
With Andy Sannella orch. 
Singing, Instrumentation 
15 Mins. 
HUMPHREY’S FAMILY MEDICINE 
Tues.-Thurs., 5:45 p.m. 
WBAL, Baltimore 


(Biow) 


These thrice-weekly rides (also 
Sunday at 10:15 a.m.) are fair-to- 
middling lightweights. Impression 
gained after listening a couple of 
times is that program will retain fair 
following among the ‘homebodies.’ | 

Miss Breen and de Rose plait their 
pipes for the harmony vocals, which 
are salted in with former's slick uke 
strumming, and latter (the song- 
writer) on the ivory-box. Mild and 
sentimental sort: of syncopation is 
used, and numbers were well 
selected. Sannella does some 0.k.— 
but no more—soloing on an electric 
guitar, but though he is billed as 
having an ore backgrounding much 
of the vocalizing, the only instru- 
ment ever discernible is a sax. Im- 
pression is that the three on pro- 
gram double with instruments. 

On each lap Miss Breen reads off 
one of those short and drippingly 
sentimental psalms of the sort Eddie 


ozone with author credits. No prizes. 
Plugs are concise and unannoying. 
On first two periods caught over 
WBAL, Balto, station was guilty of 
bad faux pas. Directly after the 
Humphrey’s periods faded, WBAL 
bolted back with spot blurbs for 
Father John’s Medicine. Both ac- 
counts sell patented relief for head 
and throat colds, and their messages 
more or less coincide. Bert. 


MALCOLM LA PRADE 
With Lew White 
Travel Talks, Organ 
15 Mins. 
THOMAS COOK 
Sunday, 2:45 p.m. EST 
WABC, New York 
(L. D. Wertheimer) 

La Prade, as travel spieler and 
salesman for Cook’s, is a venerable 
web fixture during the cruise season. 
This time he’s on CBS, with the same 
format as always, except that Lew | 
White gets a piece of the billing | 
(previous organists didn’t). Cook’s 
patter is generally suave as to voice 
and timing, though he opener (6) | 
had a few minor stumbles, one of | 
which was that the music should | 
have been integrated better. White’s 
experience with the Wurlitzer, how- | 
ever, should get this point naturally | 
straightened out in short order. 

Probably the suavest angle to La | 
Prade’s chatter is not in what he | 
says, but in what he conscientiously | 
omits. First stanza was devoted to | 
the cruise of the Roma (Italian) in | 
the Mediterranean, whereupon La | 
Prade assiduously never mentioned 
the ports in Gibraltar, Spain, Malor- 
or any of the other places 
bristling with cannon. Instead he 
talked largely of Madeira, an island 
which ordinarily is about the equiva- 
lent of Gallup, New Mexico, on the 
way to California. When the Med- 
iterranean was rung in at all, it was 
simply as the ‘birthplace of civiliza- 
tion.’ 

La Prade’s phraseology, and selec- 
tion of material, is on the whole in- 
teresting. and embellished enough 
with historical snatches to keen down 
to earth. Edga, 





GEORGE GIVOT 

Cemedy Announcement 

1 Min, 

Transcription 

LEA & PERRINS SAUCE 

Daily; 8 p.m. CT. 

WCFL, Chicago 
(Schwimmer & Scott) 


nizable and which stamps immediate 
prestige on the announcement. 
Cleverly worded comedy seauence of 
words allows Givot a gag in Greek 
dialect and ties in smoothly with 
the sauce plug. Announcements are 
on four times daily and range from 
30 seconds to one minute in length. 
But each has a gag-line of some sort: 


| kidded, but 


it properly 


is a clever m.c. with 





tries through fouls. | plenty of power and delivery in his 

WHN has a blanket deal with the | pines for "a special mend, Fhe Prsoy 
N. Y. Hippodrome for these sports | His ability to hit the high ones is 
broadcasts, and, while basketball is | ovu‘standing. Also in the show an oc- 
catching on as a pro indoor sport | casional xylophonist or accordionist 
during the winter—from the b. o., nlush a trio or quartet. All good on 
| sight aspect—it doesn’t ring the bell the instrumentalizing and the vo- 
| for etherizing purposes. Abel. ealizing, with the kids getting by on 
their ability rather than their age. 





| VIRGINIA MURDOCK 


| Sengs which are simple and to the point. 
| Sustaining | Gives the program good light touch 
| 15 Mins. | which hits the proper tempo and 


| mood for the show. 
All in all, a good program. Gold. 


WGY, Schenectady 

Newcomer helps to buttress a once- 
weak list of trained vocalists heard 
on WGY daytime sustainers. Miss 
| Murdock is a soprano, with a fairly 
| Sood range and a sweet tone, if not 
|; a great volume. Sings carefully, 
| perhaps a bit too much so. : 
| Probably will work more freely as 
she gains microphone experience. 
| Numbers are mainly standards and 


WALTER EVANS’ PUPILS 
Amateur Singers 
15 Mins. 
AMERICAN ACADEMY 
Nightly, 11:30 p. m. 
WHN, New York 

(Scott) 


Same goes for the comedy cracks, | 


about marriage, cooking, the day’s 

events, sports, etc. for the humor 

twist and then right into the sales. 
Gold. 








| GLADYS LYLE 
| Oreanist, Amateurs 
| 30 Mins. 
| NEWPORT NEWS LAUNDRY 
Sunday, 6 p.m. 
WGH, Newport News, Va. 
| Pop songs of the day are pumped 
out by Gladys Lyle from her Barton 
console in the Paramount theatre 
through WGH, Newport News, in a 
flourishing _ style. Preceded by 
short plug as strains of organ grad- 
ually increase, 30-minute offering is | 
speeded up by use of carefully se- | 
lected amateurs, mostly in their 
teens. 

Vocalists given brief introduction 
and with organ accompanying pro- | 
ceed. Especial care is taken to keep | 














tee American Academy of Broadcast-| voices in normal register igni 
‘ : rer =") ce ; adca: gister. Dignit 
Sving a quartet of radio sets to four | better-grade pops, with dips into ing collects tuition from people who | and ease of presentation mark whole 
matines drawn out of the derby. nan classics. Did a coloratura on one | think they can sing. | program rather nifty for a small 
Edga, program caught Jaco, They can’t Land town local proposish, Sand, 


| speaker 


EDDIE CANTOR and LESLIE 

HOWARD 
Comedy 
TEXACO 
Sunday, 3:30-9 p. m. 

WABC, New York 
(Hanff-Metzger) 

There was no waste of time, ef. 
fort name or money in this guest 
star booking. With Leslie Howard 
pulling a thespianic switch by turn. 
ing comic for Texaco, Eddie Cantor 
put together the best program he’s 
done this season. 

After being frequently billed ver. 
bally during the first 20 minutes of 
the broadcast, which followed the 
regulation Cantor show formula, but 
in abbreviated form, Howard 
showed up for the topper. With 
Cantor, the legit player doubled in 
jokes. The jokes themselves per. 
haps were not so funny, but the fact 
that Howard was telling them, with 
Cantor’s super-showmanly help al. 
ways counting, made them a sus. 
tained scream to the New York stu- 
dio audience, and also to the radio 
listeners. 

For a running gag they used 
‘Three Pairs of Rubbers,’ which, 
with Howard’s British accent, made 
the contrasting twosome sound like 
Val and Ernie Stanton. ‘Hamlet’ was 
not rendered, and this 
also was built up for many laughs, 

This effort in a lighter vein doubt- 
less placed Howard in closer con- 
tact with a section of the public 
that previously could not be counted 
as part of his following. Nor did 
his presence do the Cantor show any 
harm. For both Cantor and Howard 
the stunt was wisely planned and 
neatly executed, and it can stand a 
repeat in the future. Bige. 
PICKENS SISTERS 
Songs, Music 
15 Mins. 

CYCLE TRADES OF AMERICA 
Friday, 7:15 p.m. 
WJZ, New York 

Pickens Sisters with their own 
band, this time, are doing a local 
buildup for bicycles. Girls are, of 
course, experienced and entertaine 
ing harmonists. Musically, a pretty 
fair program but commercially the 
thing would seem to lack what it 
takes to sell bicycles in the winter 
time over a New York outlet. Asa 
Christmas special, however, probe 
ably n.s.b. Account has no agency. 

Pickens girls do their part excele 








| lently, hopping from the ballad syme 


posium to the negro spirituals with a 
dash of coloratura classical. Milton 
Cross is the announcer and his voice, 
which fits symphonies and big shows, 
seems incongruous when spieling on 
bikes. 

Moreover, in zero weather any 
lengthy harangte on the ‘beauty aid’ 
of bicycling (on icy sidewalks!) 
sounds bizarre to.Manhattan ears. 

Shan. 


MURIEL DICKSON 
With Morton Bowe, Cavaliers Quar- 
tet, Vietor Arden Orchestra 
Music, Songs 
30 Mins. 
SMITH BROS. 
Sun. 1:50 p.m. Est. 
WEAF, New York. 
(Brown & Torcher) 
Seasonal show stressing vitamin A 
qualities of Smith Bros. cough drops 
has well-stocked cast of singers and 


musickers. It’s all staged in a danc- 
ing mood. 
Muriel Dickson, former D’Oyle 


Carte headliner, and now with the 
Metropolitan Oprea, N. Y., tops the 
singing contingent. Soprano’s voice 
denotes the operatic tirige foremost, 
theugh she is called upon to handle 
lighter numbers as well. She has a 
vocal individuality which the ether 
relays easily, and should build via 
the airways. Morton Bowe is also 
heard in duets with her. 

Victor Arden’s danceable music 
delivers pleasantly. Piano gets con- 
siderable attention for various ripp- 
ling stanzas. Cavaliers quartet is 
also heard on the vocal renditions, 
Closing has the entire company sing- 
ing a medley, this time from ‘Good 
News,’ in which Miss Dickson dis- 
played her versatility by chanting a 
campus love ditty with gusto. 

- Twelfth year for this commercial. 
Two brands of cough drops plugged 
in the ad copy. Sunday matinee 
time at 1:30 p.m., catchers the heavy 
mid-day diners in the right mood. 
Bral. 


‘ONE GIRL IN A MILLION’ 

With Jean Kay, Beb Bailey, Art Pee 
terson, Ethel Owen, Louise Linton 
Ruth Bailey, Betty Kane, Elinor 
Harriot, Henry Saxe, Gene Mor- 
gan, Bob Blakely, Audrey McGrath 

Transcription 

15 Mins. 

INDEPENDENT GROCERS ASS’N. 

T.-Th.-Sa.; 12:45 p.m. 

WBBM, Chicago 


(Charles Daniel Frey) 

For years now the patient and 
credulous radio femme listener has 
kept her ears tuned to the loud- 
every morning and after- 
noon to follow the various serial 
script programs. 

She has gone that 


on. believing 


|} each show she heard was a different 


and new yarn and serial. She be- 
lieved that the show she hear: al, 
say, 9:45 a. m. was different from ihe 
one at 10:15 or 11:30 or 12:45. “Taint 
so. They aren’t different shows, any 
of them! They are all the same and 
identical program! Only the title 
and names of the characters are 
changed: the shows themselves ar@ 
al}, all the same. The leading char- 


(Continued on page 39) 




















| 

















Wednesday, December 9, 1936 


RADIO 








VARIETY 33 





TRANSCRIPTIONS ON FILM | 





Calh-Curci 2nd Comeback Try 





Opera Fiasco Followed by Date on Ford 


Booking of Amelita Galli Curci on 
Ford hour this Sunday (13) over 
CBS has caused talk in concert- 
radio trade circles. Singer staged a 
come-back in Chicago two weeks ago 


drawing a stiff panning from the 
press. However in spite of this the 
sponsor okayed her appearance, tak- 


ing as evidence a series of record- 
ings recently made which revealed 
the diva as still in top form vocally. 

Both the Chicago Opera manage- 
ment and singer blames her opening 
night fiasco as a case of severe 
nerves and jitters. This was all ex- 
plained to N. W. Ayer agency when 
submitting the singer for radio 
dates. She’s getting $3,500 for the 
broadcast. 

Chicago press was also called into 
to hear the waxings and most re- 
versed their judgment of Galli 
Curci’s talent. Evans & Salter di- 
vision of Columbia Concerts was 
steamed over the opera company not 
using their singer in a second pro- 
duction when she was relaxed. But 
now they consider the ether date a 
better way around for re-establish- 
ing her before the general public. 

Galli Curci herself has only sung 
three times over the air, the last one 
being in 1934. A throat operation 
threatened her voice and laid her 
up for a lengthy period. 

She replaces Grace Moore on the 


Ford hour, who is still held up on 
the Coast with Columbia _§ studio 
chores. 


ACES “MISSING FROM 
SCRIPT FOR VACASH 


Goodman and Jane Ace will get a 
vacation in Miami Beach starting 
this weekend. To accomplish this 
relaxation in mid-season, Ace has 
written the Anacin script so that 
others may carry it on with refer- 
ences to the ‘missing’ Aces. 

‘Plot calls for Ace and the wife to 
chise one another about the coun- 
try, always missing because of dumb 
mistakes. Telegrams <¢ id messages 
from them will be read over the air 
by the cast. 





Don Johnson has been written into | 


seript to carry on during the three 
or four weeks the Aces will be away. 





Jessup Status Clarified 





Margaret Jessup upon her return 
from 


producer at McCann-Erickson, New 
York. Her former job as time buyer 
goes to Frank Conrad newly with 
the agency under-Donald Shaw from 
NBC. 

Miss Jessup has been with agency 


several years. 


Cliff Glick to > CRA 

Clifford Glick has resigned from 
NBC's time sales department to join 
Consolidated Radio Artists, Ince.. 
with the switch of connection taking 
Place Dec. 15. He will work with 
James Post on the sale of bands and 
other talent to ad agencies. 

Glick has been with the network 
eight years. 

Margaret 
years in sales 


Flynn for the last seven 
department of NBC 
has joined Consolidated Radio Art- 
ists, as assistant to James B. Post. 
head of the radio department. 

William A. Burnham formerly of 
MCA is also new, assisting Milton 
Roemer, hotel bookings. Gordon 
Kibbler, sales, is currently in the 
south on deals. 

Fred Palmer at WLS 

Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Palmer, formerly _ station 
of WBNS and of WAIU, 
Cclumbus, has joined the production 
Staff of WLS, the Prairie Farmer 
station here. 

Charles Acree shifts from WJBC, 
Bloomington (1ll.) to the WLS con- 
tinuity department. i 


Fred 
manager 


Europe will be designated aj 





Program for $3,500 





Pool Hall Bridge Team 


at the station 
Bert Lebhar, Jr., sales 
of WMCA, New York, 
pieces of chalk and making 
puns about missing his ‘cues.’ 
Lebhar entered himself and 
three pals in the Vanderbilt 
bridge tourney, but lost to a 
team from Doyle’s billiard par- 
lor. 

Before the upset the Lebhar 
contingent had won enough 
matches to get into the quarter- 
finals. 


Hedges to WLW: 
Weber Sets WSAI 
As MBS Optional : 


are 
iondine 
director 











Cincinnati, Dec. 8. 
William S. Hedges leaves Dec. 3) 
his post as manager of NBC owned 
and managed station to become v. p. 
and general manager of WLW and 
WSAI, Cincinnati. Hedges’ forth- 
con.ing alliance has stirred consider- 


able speculation in the trade on the | 


subject of what effect i will have cn 


the tug-of-war between NBC and 
Mutual for the favor of Powel! 
Crosley, Jr.'s, radio interests. Move 


{does not affect Frank Smith as gen- 


eral manager for the two stations 
and Bob Kennett as production mgr. 

Mutual confident that the 
friendly relationship will, if any- 
thing. become strengthened in Cin- 
cinnati. In a visit to that city 
last week Fred Weber, Mutual gen. 
megr., entered into an 
with Crosley which makes WSAI 
available to Mutual clients in the 
event time cannot be obtained on 


iS 


| WLW. 
Hedges, who rates as one of the 
xioneers in station operation, joined 


| Daily News. 


the NBC payroll over five years ago 
when that network took over 
WMAQ. Chicago, from the Chicago 
Hedges at the time was 
the outlet’s general manager, a posi 


which he had held from WMAQ’s in- | 


ception. NBC brought him into New 
York about three years ago and as- 
signed him to his present post. 
Lewis M. Crosley. whom Hedges 
relieves, will devote full time to 
general direction of Crosley’s manu- 


facturing division, producing radio 
receiving seis. Shelvador  refriv- 
erators and other electrical appli- 
ances. 


Appointment of Hedges brings to- 


‘gether two of the founders of the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
(ers which was established in 1923. 
At the original meeting of NAB, 
Powel Crosley. Jr., represented 
WLW and Hedges represented 
WMAQ. 

Indications yesterday (Tuesday) 
were that ‘Doc’ Alfred H. Morton 


| place the mi 


would be transferred to Hedges’ post 
from the program dept., where he is 
the business mer. 


Giacliar’ S ir Holiday 


Radio career of 
ended for the time 
had been dickering through the 
Federal Agency for a show to re- 
nstrel idea on NBC Mon- 
day nights, but last week the refiner 
declined to pick up its renewal op- 
tion on the spot. 

Sinclair Minstrels have been on 
the same payroll for over five years. 
Program had originally been tagged 
the WENR Minstrels, originating 
over WENR. Chicago. when that 
wavelength was controlled by Sam- 
uel Insull, 


Sinclair Oil has 
being. Account 


agreement | 





FRANK HUNIMERT. 


> 


Flamm Advertises i 


in Dailies That 


TNON PROMOTION WMCA Drama Critic Has Full Liberty 


Waddiil Catchings From 
Utility Field Believes 
There Are Coin Possibili- 
ties in New Method of Re- 
cording E.T.’s 


CHRYSLER, TOO? 


Jaddill Catchings, utility financier 
of Warner Bros., has 
'entered the radio field with the or- 


and a director 


ganization of a company which will 


| specialize in the recording of com- 


‘ 
|mercial programs on film. As a pre- 


liminary move Catchings’ new com- 


pany has contracted to take over the | 


Associated Music Publishers’ re- 


corded program library from the 


latter’s parent corporation, 
oO. 
and 


American utilities 


Catchings his associates have 


the North | 
| 
combine. | 


| until April to iron out details of the | 


deal. 


| Among those who will likely be al- | 
lied with Catchings in the new ven- 
ture are Frank Hummert, head of 
the Blackett - Sample - Hummert 
| agency; the latter’s wife, who is bet- 
ter known to the broadcast trade as 
Anne Ashenhurst; Walter P. Chrys- 
ler, a close friend of Catchings’, and 
Harrison Williams, president of the 
North American Co. 


j}expects to get Harry and Jack 
| Warner interested financially in the | 
project. 


Basic motive of Catchings’ new 
operation is the development of de- 
vices for recording and reproducing 
radio programs by the film route. 
|These devices, known as Miller 
Phototone, were invented by H. 
| Miller, a Hollander. Takeover of 
AMP’s recorded library for broad- 
casting stations, rates as a secondary 
consideration. Catchings has sold 
the North American board on the 
|idea of turning this library over to | 
|the newly created enterprise. Asso- | 
ciated Music Publishers, Inc., is a} 
North American subsid, as is Muzak, 
Inc., 


lines to hotels, cafes 


present separate identities. 
Equipment 
It is Catchings’ 
;charge to. stat 
used to convert 
into sound. The 
would be confined to commercial 
programs. Recording of radio pro- 
grams on film is nothing new to the 
radio industry. Not has RCA 


plan to make no 
for equipment 
the recorded film 

film recordings 


toms 


only 


| 
| 
. 


Catchings also | 


| importance, 
| motion, 


|of Brockway Co.), 


} 





Squarer for Classics 


Memphis, Dec. 8. 
Storm that broke when Hoyt 
Wooten, of WREC, cut out the 


broad- 
aiter- 
partly 


New York Philharmonic 
casts in favor of Sunday 
noon commercials ha: 
subsided. 

Commercials will continue, 
but WREC arranged with 
Frank Schutt, manager of Hotel 
Peabody, to wire the broadcast 
direct to a radio in the ballroom 
each Sunday, and all whose 
radios were not strong enough 


to bring in the concert from 
out-of-town stations are wel- 
come. 











BLACK RIVER 
GRANT CALLED 
OFF 


Washington, Dec. 8. 

Construction of new station for | 
Black River Valley Broadcasters of 
Watertown, N. Y., was suspended 
last Wednesday (2) when Federal | 
Communications Commission 
usual fashion suspended authoriza- 
tion for local transmitter operating | 
on 1420 ke. 

Caught in a politcal fight of major 
Commish, on its own 
ordered reconsideration of 
three applications from Watertown 
and called for new hearings on pleas 
of Black River Valley group, Water- 
town Times (applying under name 
and Watertown 
Broadcasting Co. Whether cases will 
start from scratch before an exam- 
iner or be heard by either the broad- 
cast division or the entire Commish 
is a procedural matier still unsettled. 

Passion 
that the Black River Valley 
| included power interests which have 
been waging bitter war against the 
| Roosevelt-Lehman seaway develop- 


the outfit devoted to feeding | ment plan. Gov. Lehman personally | 
recorded entertainment by telephone | brought the matter to the President's 
cocktail | attention and Democratic big-wigs, 
lounges, etc. Under the revised setup | infuriated by lack of foresight on the 
|the AMP and Muzak would remain | part of Democratic Commish mem- | 
under N. A. control and retain their | | bers, ordered steps to unscramble the | 


mess. 
Flip-flop put the F. C. C. law de- 
partment on the spot. To justify can- 


|cellation of the Black River Valley 


and the Bell Laboratories keen try- | 


ing to perfect such a device, but Con- 
quest Alliance Co. has b2en financing 
a method of its own for some time. 

Frank A. Vanderlip also has been 
backing a system of film re*ord- 
ing. Problem in this field of re- 
search has been principally to con- 
‘rive a method which would not onlv 
contain the best in high fidelity re- 
{cording but prove economical from 


thee angle of transcribing a huve 
volume of sound track cn a smal! 
amount of film. One inventor has b2en 


working toward a system of record- 
ng that would incorporaie a half 
hour of programming on less than 10 
feet of film. Backers of these various 
devices have advanced as their sales 
arguments the savings that would 
derive not only from the actual 
process of recording but from break- 
age and shipping costs. 
Deutsch Not In? 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
does more recording than any other 
agency in broadcasiing. Practically 
all of it is done in the World Broad- 


agency 


casting System's _ studios. Percy 
Deutsch, WBS prez, has not, -it i 
understood, been invited into the 


Catchings venture. 
Those who have 
ivent of radio film 


regarded the ad- 
recordings with 


erant, Commish had legal advisers 
submit a memorandum reopening on 


the ground the original action had 
been defective frorn a legal stand- 
point. 





oc) well-O’Keefe Set 

Weeklv Auditions Idea 

Rockwell-O’Keefe, Inc., has intro- 
duced a weekly auditions idea. It’s 
a Tuesday night event and for the 
discovery of talent unknown to radio. 

A recording studio has been en- 
gaged for the auditions, which will 
have R-O’K’s own staff on the listen- 
ing and picking end. 


R 








Cohen Meves to KARK 





in un-| 


resulted from discovery | 
outfit | 


Threats of legit producers to bar 
Martin Starr, critic for WMCA, New 
York, from their productions follow- 
unfavorable reviews, has caused 
Donald Flamm, prexy of the stivtén, 


Ins 


to go to bat for Starr. In an ad in 
Monday’s (7) New York Times, 


“lamm inserted a replica of a sup- 
posed inter-office communication to 
Starr which stated: 

‘In your midnight theatre reviews 
over the WMCA Inter-City Broad- 
casting System, I want you to say 
what you think. Don’t pull your 
punches. Give listeners your honest 
opinion, even if you differ with other 
critics. If you think a show is good, 
say so. If not, tell the public why, 
in your opinion, the play failed. But 
above all—give an honest verdict!’ 

Flamm is now having the ad blown 
up and sent as a mailing piece to all 
legit producers in New York. 

Threats against Starr are under- 
stood to have started as a result of 
his review of some of the Noel 
Coward playlets. Starr gave thesé 
items two bells (his method of rating 
involves gong-strokes to indicate 
good or bad) whereupon the 
squawks started up. Flamm, in de- 
fending his reviewer, orally went on 
record as thinking most radio crix 
whitewash bad shows, and is taking 
the current opportunity for a bit of 
showmanship in WMCA's | behalf. 


‘WARING’S SUCCESSOR 
PROBLEM FOR FORD 


Ford Motor is due to decide today 
(Wednesday) what it’s going to re- 
place Fred. Waring with at the end 
of this month in the half hour spots 
it has been occupying on NBC and 
Columbia. N. W. Ayer, agency on 
the account, is suggesting a swing 
orchestra for one of these innings 
and a musical setup similar to that 
which Andre Kostelanetz has on 
CBS for Chesterfield to fill the other, 

Among those contacted by the 
agency are Casa Loma, Paul White- 
man and B. A. Rolfe. Waring re- 
jected Ford’s offer to renew him 
for a single weekly half hour and at 
considerably less than he had been 
receiving. 











| 
| 
| 





Don Wilson to Call ’Em 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Washington-Pittsburgh game in 
the Pasadena Rose Bowl New Year’s 
day will be aired over National 
Broadcasting red network with Don 
Wilson calling off the plays. Tom 
Hanlon and Kenneth Carpenter will 
be on hand for relief work. 

Thre2 pre-game broadcasts are 
scheduled as buildup for the game. 
It’s part of the deal which gives NBC 
exclusive broadcasting rizhis. 

Picture mob did a burn when 
Pitisburgh was announced as the 
easiern team. They fizured Louisi- 
ana State or Alnbama entitled to the 
nod. Sport eds also criticized Wash- 
ington’s selection. One scribe called 
it ‘an insult to the South. 


Don Flamm to Londes 


Donald Flamm, head of WMCA, 
New York, and the Inter-City Net- 
work, sails for the Riviera this Satur- 
day (12). He will later go to Paris, 
and then on to London. While in 


Little Rock. Dec. 8. London he will stage a New Year’s 
Louis Cohen, advertising salesman Eve party at the Savoy and short- 
for KLRA. Little Rock, for the past| wave an hour of holiday greetings 
five ven! resioned on December 5 by Americen stage and screen 
nd two days later assumed a sim- Names, with the program rebroad- 
lar p n with KARK. Little Rock. caS8t by the Intercity stations. 
Cohen wes succeeded at KLRA by Flamm plans to get back Jan. 14, 
Jeck Shackelett, formerly of WSB, A ALO, ETT 
Atlar Meinert Finally Okay 
Little Rock, Dec. 8. 
wariness cite the disadvantages of Larry Meinert, KARK, Little Rock, 
broken sprocket holes, the need of | manager, has been the hardest luck 
traveling mechanics to service the | guy in Little Rock radio circles, 
reproducing devices in broadcasting | Hardly had h> arisen from a sick bed 
stations and the probable entry of|and went back to work when his 
the motion picture operators union | automobile figured in a collision with 
into the situation by way of a de-/a truck. Result: Larry stayed home 
mand that the reproducing devices! several weeks with a broken arm 


pe mat! 


ganization, 


ned by members of this or- 


and other injuries. 
He was back at his desk last week, 


smenencim F 
ih) 


*e 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Stunts, Novelties, Tie-Ups 





Outstanding Stunts: 


XMAS FOOD ADMISSIONS 
STUDIO AUDIENCES 
WNOX, KNOXVILLE 











Makes Guests Pay 
Knoxville. 


WNOX will charge groceries, not 
dimes. for its stage broadcasts the 
week before Christmas: All pro- 
ceeds will be turned over to the Sal- 
vation Ar for distribution to the 
needy 

Close check will be made to see 
thaf™each person has 10c. worth of 
food, in any non-perishable form, 


before he receives ticket ior show 


‘Big Gathers Toys 
New York. 
CBS stations carrying Lever Bros.’ 
‘Big Sister’ serial have been asked to 
cooperate with the account in a toy 
collecting stunt. Toys will be re- 
paired and distributed to needy chil- 
dren for Christmas. In some towns 
it is expected that Boy Scouts will do 
the collecting from the public, while 
in New York arrangements have al- 


Sister’ 


ready been made with Western 
Union. 
Each community will, as now 


planned, have its own toy rehabili- 
tation agency. 


Save-the-Trees Yuletide Angie 
Baltimore. 

WBAL aired on Monday (7) a 
quarter-hour spiel by F. W. Besley. 
State Forester of Maryland, on topic, 
‘Holly for Xmas.’ 

He admonished listeners to make 
intelligent use of holly and all other 
Xmas greens growing wild in Mary- 
land rural areas. Explained stens 
being taken by State Forestry forces 
to conserve such vines and trees, and 
sounded plea for public not to make 
excursions out in countryside for 
ruthless raid on vegetation. 


KSTP’s Many-Sided Exnloitation 
St. Paul. 
Bagked by the heaviest and most 
extensive promotion campaign in it; 


eight-year history. KSTP went on 
the air Monday (30) with its new 


$300,000 transmitter. 

In addition to the promotien drive 
to acquaint the entire northwest with 
the opening of the new installation 
a sweeping follow-up = camnai*n. 
which will run far into 1937, has 
been planned bv Rar Jenkins. “en- 
eral sales manager. Included will be 
a new type of listener survey de- 


| ton Square Bulletin’ last week. 





stores of 
featuring the new installation. : 
Among the angles of the campaign | 
to acquaint listeners with the new | 
transmitter was capping of all milk |} 
bottles in the Twin (Minneapolis-St. | 
Paul) Cities area on the day of the 
transmitter opening. Bottle hangers, 
carrying a special tie-in with one of 


| the station's clients, Chocelate Prod- 


|uces Co. (Stillicious) not only in- 
formed listeners of the transmitter 
opening, but carried a tie-in with 
th firm’s ‘Buddy and Ginger’ broad 
casts. 

On Thursday three days after 


1.330 carriers of 
Liberty mag hooked every doorknob 
r Minneapolis and Paul with 


st. 
100,000 special Stop’ tags. Thursday 
th 


transmitter opening, 


was: chosen becaise of the ‘True 
Story Court’ broadcast on KSTP 
fame evening Again tag carried 
dual message of broadcast and trans 
mitter opening. For their work in 


decorating the knobs, kids were 
siven a special theatre party fcllow- 
ing Saturday ayem. 

Another angle was planting week- 
long series of ‘teaser’ ads in local 
rags. Measured 2x8 inches, with a} 
full-page splast ad on Sunday, tied | 
in directly with the Christmas idea: | 


KSTP’s gift to the northwest. Also 
featured in pre-opening campaign 
was distribution to clients of an elab- 
orate bronze paperweight, carrying 


a picture of the transmitter on its 
face 

Campaign also was backed up with 
the distribution of 22 x 28 replicas of 
Western Union’ telegraph blank 
which carried congratulatory mes- 
sages to the station from NBC stars 


‘Kissing Strike’ Gag 
New York. 
Capitalizing on the comedy ‘kissing 
strike,’ which has been sweeping the 
colleges of the country, WNEW, New 
York, broadcast an interview with 
editors of Columbia University’s 
‘Spectator’ and N. Y. U.’s ‘Washing- 


| In addition to the air interview, | 
| Richard Brooks, the station’s news | 
commentator who announced the 


| program, 
| conducted in 


gave the results of polls 
the two schools with | 
the co-operation of the college | 
editors. 


Sponsor Reverses Routine 


| 

| 

Indianapolis. | 

At 6:30 a.m. it’s hard time to try | 
and secure listeners to a sponsored 
program, but WFBM, local CBS out- 
let, with its ‘Chuck Wagon’ feature 


lures 
14,000 


them from the hay, 
active members wh9 


and has 
receive 











veloped by Jenkins issuance of a|}a monthly magazine as issued by 
new standard market data book for} Victor Furniture Co., who under- 
th: northwest area, a 10-day broad-| write the program. 

side of ‘Sales Tales,’ featurins the Most novel stunt on the program | 
new transmitter, and placing in| has been the reversal of a much-| 
i wee = ogy | 
ee | 
; 

j 

‘ 
i 

be 


Washington’s rapid rise to 12th rank in the list of great 
metropolitan centers means a bigger, busier market 
with more money in circulation. Stations WMAL and 
WRC are geared to expand sales totals for local and spot 
advertisers —those who direct their campaigns to t':¢ 
capital and the rich suburbs in Maryland and Virginia. 


WMAL 


500-250 WATTS 


NBC Blue Network 


WRC 


1000-500 WATTS 


NBC Red Network 


WASHINGTCN, D. C. 


Completely programmed by NBC 
ae 


aillin. na BET ilnte W e  e sited. Sasi 


| will plsn he interviewed on the ai 


| fence with him. 


| serie ont 


| and 


| 


tried showmanship stunt. Instead of 
listener writing in and securing pix 
of radio talent, ‘Chuck Wagon’ is 
airing request for listener's photos, 
and over 300 receiv2d to date, which 


are being prepared in album, and | 


may find space in sponsor's show- 
case. Come-on is a pair of theatre 
passes for best snapshot received 


new listen-in posters, also|e ch day. 


Next issue of the magazine, titled 
‘The Clarion,’ now being readied by 
Leonard Solomon, prez. of furniture 
oufit, who ghost-writes the mag un- 
der name Editor Parmalee, and will 


run é@ight pages, with lots of pix, 
including one of Bill Kiley, WFBM 


writer, who scripts the show for each 
morning (except Sunday) half hour. 


Dance Celebrates Anniversary 


Philadelphia. 
To celebrate 2,500th broadcast 
S S Fun-for-All,’ variety par- 
ticipatin Oo over WDAS, tomor- 
row night v heave shindig at Me 
cantile Hal yr listeners. By plunk 
ing down 50 cents or 75 cents for 
admish. dialers can see revue and 
minstrel show and prance afterward 
to umpah by WDAS house band 
There'll be no broadca of party 
since ‘'> S F n-! yr-A !’ etners n 
morning. but 2.500th airing will take 


place tomorrow morning before 
ruckus. Program is about eight years 
old. 


Poetic Stations 


Buffalo. 


WEBR has now truly become a 
sister station of WBEN ‘(both Buffalo 
Evening News-owned) with the ac- 
quisition of a sign-off poem WBEN 
for years has been shutting up for 


the night with 


. and the cares that infest the da, 
May they fold their tents like the 
Arabs 
And as silently steal away. 


Now Albert H. Zink. WEBR drama 


| director, has composed a ‘Goodnight’ 
|as follows: 


Goodnight! 


— 


Agencies —Sponsors 





Ralston Products planning a morn- , 


signatured for 13 weeks through 


ing script show to hit at 7:15 to plug Brown & Tarcher. 


Through the 


Louis. 


Purina product. 
agency, St. 


its 
Gardner 


Bank of America will switch its 
House of Melody program from KPO 
and KFI to the California stations of 

| the NBC-Blue Network Monday, Jan. 
\4. Transmitters will include KGO, 
San Francisco; KECA, Los Angeles; 
KFSD, San Diego, and the four 


i 
| 
t 


‘McClatchy stations—KERN, Bakers- | 


| field; KMJ, Fresno; KWG, Stockton, 

and KFBK, Sacramento, which be- 
affiliated with NBC Dec. 29 
Program talent is Meredith Wiilson’s 
and John Nesbitt, com 
Account is handled 
Charles R. Stuart agency. 


come 


all-string ork 


mentator by 


Cardinet Candy Co. of Oakland 


(Cal.), through Tomaschke-Elliott, 
has renewed its ‘Night Editor’ pro- 
grams with Hal Burdick over the 
NBC-Red web on the Coast for an- 


other 13-week Sunday night series. 


silica 


| 


| 


Albers Bros. Milling Co. has re- 
newed its weekly half-hour program, 
‘Good Morning Tonite,’ 


13-week stanza over the western 
NBC-Red chain. Musicals, aired 
from the web’s San Francisco stu- 
lios, are being partially recast to 


strengthen the vocal end. Shows are 
produced by Erwin Wasey 
Albers is also extending its 
weekly disc program, 
Trails, over KGO, San 
through March, 1937. 


agency. 
twice- 
‘Invisible 
Francisco, 


Occidental Life Insurance of Cali- 


| fornia, has renewed through Charles 


R. Stuart, its ‘Winning the West’ 


| Bowes 
for a second } 


May sweet sleep dwell upon your) serial on the Pacific Coast NBC-Red | 


eyes— 

Peace in your heart. 

Goodniaght! Goodnight! 

The best of friends must part. 

Look to the brightness of the coming 
morn 

To bring fulfillment of your hopes 
newborn. 

Goodnight! 


Kate Smith Tie-Up 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
WNOX gave a week’s play to 
seven-year-old) Knoxville heroine 


} 
fective 


network Wednesday nights. 


Duart Sales Co., Ltd., adds KFBK. 
Sacramento; KWG, Stockton, and 


| KMJ, Fresno (Cal.) to the NBC-Red 


network releasing its ‘Passing 
Parade’ programs Sunday nights, ef- 
Jan. 3. Cosmetic makers 
| added KOA, Denver, and KDYL, Salt 
Lake City, to the ‘Parade’ web Dec. 
| 6. Program previously was heard in 
| Denver via platters and in Salt Lake 
| via CBS. 


2 | 


| Smith Bros. (cough drops) are 
buying chain breaks ever a raft of 


statiens starting Dec. 13. Contracts 


who won Kate Smith’s $509 distin- 
suished bravery award. On girl's 
return from ‘command annear™nc? 
at C®S broadecrst in New Yar 
WNOX sivned her. un for daily 
matinee pregrem. with the show 
calltne for a 19-cent sate. Station | 
nacked in the customers. on s*veral 


davs han-int out the SRO «i*n, 

Girl, Marvy Louise? MeCroskev 
restned hor baby brother from burn- 
ing home. 


Interviews EBc-*heW Moers 
New York Citv. 
mien be motniils stae- 


With the 


int a confeh at the Waldorf-Astoria | 
nf tradirs jis | 
(Tues. | 


durin? which sont 
exnected. WIC” yorterdev 
fav) ran a lim to the hostelev for 
interviews with the horss-trederse 
Stetion is plenty snorte-mindaed and 


this voar apres-e4 third nle-e in 
the Gore! Mills bh. eantest. do- 
emits the fact th-+ the New Yark 


hall teams wore eF and on accusing 
It <* cwittine it: ynlewhy-nlov 

Die": Fishell in charze of the in- 
terviews. 


Fencing—Add-1. Attrartian 
New York Citv, 
Added attraction for Ida RPeilev 
Allen’: Marnin-: br sadecast over WHN 


One ef his star wamon nunils will 
Tel. a is to vet more 
women interested in the snort. play- 
ing ud the reducing angle. 
From a Moving Arvhalon-e« 
’ New York. 

As vert of th® eurrert drive for 
the United Macnit-] Fund, WOR last 
Thursday (3) cts“ad aq broadeast re- 
volvin= arourd an imacinarv emer- 
“onrv case. From ° sneedins amhn- 
tare? the oriein ef the event shifted 
ta the exevatine roe of the Flow-r- 
TiTth Ave. hesni‘sl, Procrem 
cluded Qq Cascrintian of a 

victim admitted t5 
*ha h-- ital. and finally 
X-~aved. 

There wes also a mile tour aromnd 
the hosnital rooms and an interview 
of the hosnritol’s 
the wer's of thea 
Lave 
nithlie 


in- 
nretented 
heine 

examined 


surerintendent 
Tind, 
Dri | W ‘ f 


events sto ff, 


en 
Jerry Deuzie 
the sintion’ 


; manned the 
mikes 


Taylor-Blarlew for Lux 


Hollywood, Dec. 8 


Lux is teaming Robert Taylor and 


Jean Harlow in -n air version of 

‘Devil May Care. De-. 14 Made- 

| leine Carroll and Herbert Marshall 
are set for Dec. 23 show. 

Jozl McCrea and Boi Yavis 20 

on Camel Caravan. De-. 15 in « ne 

Z\ from ‘There’s Always Juliet.’ ; 


HETTINGER RESIGNS 


University Statistician Long Asso- 
ciated With Radio 


Washington, Dec. 8. 


vania, resigned this week as statis- 
| tical consultant for National Asso- 
| ciation of Broadcasters. 

| For several years, Dr. 
| has directed monthly survey of time 
,Sales and program and_= sponsor 


|} compiled mass of data about eco- 
| nomie phases of the business. Month- 


| ly report on estimated expenditures | 


; by advertisers will be continued, but 
|no new consultant will be engaged 
| for the present to supervise the 
chore. 


from iaafeld The stra stave Wedn Nee 
| aav (9) is a fomdine exhibition hy 
| Jo-snh Vince, Olymnie coach, He! 


’| Alex Woollcott Back 


Liggett & Myers has signed with 
| CBS for two quarter-hours per week 


Dr. Herman S. Hettinger, econom- | 
ics expert of University of Pennsyl- | 


Hettinger | 


trends, while during code days he! 


| of Alexander Woollcott, who will re- | 


| vive his ‘Town Crier’ stanza. Series 
| begins Jan. 7, and runs Tuesdays and 
| Tr ursdays, 7:30 to 7:45 p.m., with re- 
broadcast at 12:30 .«. 1. Granger 
| pipe tobacco is beneiiciar’. wiih 
| Newell-Emmett agency handling. 
New addition gives Liggett & 
Myers four stanzas on CBS per week. 
Other two are half hours plugging 
Chescertield ciggies via Andre Kos- 
telaneiz’s orchesua. These 
signed for 52 weeks .ast September. 


were re- | 


Manny Marget’s New Job 


Kansas City, Dec. 8. 


Manny Marget, sports 


announcer | 


and program director at KKXBY. for- 


merny W9XBY, leaves his 


present | 


post Dec. 20. After a vacation Marget 
vill take up his new duties as gen- | 


eral manager 
Minn., which 
April. 

He has 
ar and a 


of KVOX, Moorhead. 
will take the air in 
been at KXBY about a 

half and has accounted 
x“ many of the stations’ better nov- 


el ¥y progcrains, 





Eveready (flashlights) is mapping 
a spot campaign, to start next Feb. 
ruary, through J. M. Mathes. 


Watch Tower Bible Society, of 
Brooklyn, is again in the market for 
five-minute spots. Buys on either 
local or national rates, depending on 
which are tendeied. Mr. Goux is in 
charge for the sponsor, who operates 
a large printing setup for religious 
literature. 


Saby Ruth confectioners is : 
sidering the use of news flashes or 
stations in areund 15 leading ma 
ets. E. W. Hellwig is the agency 


Tracy-Loeke-Dawson lining up sta- 
for Continental Oijil’s pro- 
posed 39-week campaign using quar- 
ter-hour transcriptions 
schedule. 


tion list 


on even 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet has bought 
the hour following Major Edward 
on CBS Thursday night for 
the soap and dentifrice maker's new 
musical show. 


Blackman agency has been making 
inquiries as to how much spot time 
and coin are being consumed by 
Spry (Lever Bros., handled by 


Ruthrauff & Ryan). This is assumed 


to be the possible forerunner of a 
competitive campaign by Crisco 
which is handled by Blackman (in 


& Gamble). 
& Bowles, for 
Log Cabin Maple Syrup, is 
30-minute discs of the web 
‘Dude Ranch’ show ‘(NBC Blue). 
Platters are being spotted in Dixie 
for supplementary coverage. 


behalf of Procter 


Benton General 
Foods’ 


issuing 


Musterole, through Erwin-Wasey, 
mulling a spot campaign for release 
next week. 


J. C. Ene account has shifted to 
Benton & Bowles. Was previously ia 
the hands of N. W. Ayer, who staged 
the ‘Eno Crime Clues’ show, discon- 
tinued middle of this year. 
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LASSING UP WJAY TOUGH 


~ Educational Bdcasters Get-Together ACTS. EMMY 





Prall, Ickes, Studebaker, Sarnoff Among 
Speakers—Webs Send Scouts 





Washington, Dec. 8 |cation; Mrs. B. F. Langworthy. 

Another oratorical field day on} Parent-Teacher Congress: William D. 
educational broadcasting takes place} Boutwell, U. S. Office of Education; 
the end of this week under sponsor-| George F. Zook, American Council 


ship of Federal Communications] on Education; Edward S. Robinson, 
Commission and Federal Office of| Yale University; Kathryn McHale, 
Education. Gabfest is dubbed first} American Association of University 


national conference on educational| Women; Henry C. Link, Psychologi- 
broadcasting, regardless of succes-|cal Corporation; Arthur G. Crane, 
sion of similar conferences during} National Committee on Education by 
past three or four years. Radio; Edward R. Murrow, Columbia 
, Broadcasting System; Spencer Miller, 
With agenda covering virtually B®: E 

' Jr.. Workers Education Bureau; 

every phase of the pedagog issue, 


, Morse Salisbury, 
promoters have lined up a host of : 


bigwigs to headline the program and| partment; George V. 
5 gs : arp ee ; |Town Meeting; Carl H. Milan, Amer- 
have fixed up series of 20 group 


ican Library Association; L. V. Cole- 
meetings to ventilate miscellaneous Avs 
; man, American Association of Mu- 
subdivisions of the entire subject. : : 

: : seums; Olga Samaroff, Juilliard Foun- 
Group of 18 national organizations,| ,-,. "’ A- | : * 7 
including networks, are sending reps dation; George W. Johnson, National 
camer seakeinaen Ses “| Catholic Educational Association; 
ss Spade r | W. W. Charters, Institute for Educa- 

Principal speeches on tap are by| tion by Radio; E. H. Lindley, Uni- 

ae ce . we m4 ad ; . 

Chairman Anning S. Prall of F.C.C.,| versity of Kansas; and Lyman Bron- 
Secretary of the Interior Ickes, Com-| son, Columbia University. 
missioner of Education Studebaker, | 


Hendrik Willem Van Loon, author; | poe 
and David Sarnoff, president of | Tommy Smith Produces 


R.C.A. Altogether, 40 spielers are} 
Eddy Airer on Tour 


carded, with windup coming at for-| 
| Hollywood. Dec. 8. 


mal banquet Friday night. 
Subjects | Nelson Eddy’s Vicks broadcast 

Individual discussion groups will | Changes producers when the concert 
mull educational radio in other coun- warbler starts his 11-week tour next 
tries, importance of broadcasting in| month. Thomas Freebairn. Smith, 
school work, forums, rural education, | KNX announcer, draws the assign- 
polling audience reaction, influence | ment. 
of radio on speech, state planning, Ashmead Scott of the Wessel 
labor questions, religious programs,| agency handled the local produc- 
musical education, etc. Conference | tion. 
chairmen are: 


Kirtley F. Mather, Harvard Uni-| Mary Witte, fishwoman-singer, will 
versity; Levering Tyson, National! guest on the Hammerstein Music 
Advisory Council on Radio in Edu-| Hall program Dec. 15. 





Agriculture De-| 
Denny. JYF.,| 


ee 


OLD 0D TOUGH 


‘enienas 


WJAY, Long Identified with 


Clevelands Foreign Popu- 











lation, Runs Into Resent- 
ment Trying to Introduce 
Modern Ideas and English 


Announcements 





MOVE TO WGAR 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 
Several nationality groups long ac- 
customed to broadcasting in their 
own language and, according to theil 
own ideas, have adopted an attitude 


of resentment toward the showman- 
ship policies adopted at WJAY now 


that the latter is managed by WHK. | 


As a first result five of these mod- 
ernization-resisting foreign language 
shows have moved in a body to 


| WGAR, which has previously not| 


been identified with foreign lan- 
guage broadcasting. They will oc- 
cupy the 8:30-11 a.m. Sunday morn- 


ing section. On WJAY they were| 


afternoon programs. For years 
WJAY has been identified with im- 
migrant entertainment. 


Several peculiarities of the foreign 


language program are underlined by | 


the affair. WGAR will follow the old 
WJAY policy of non-interference 
and will not insist upon English an- 
nouncements or American showman- 
ship. It remains to be seen if the 
morning is as desirable as Sunday 
afternoon due to the large Catholic, 
(Continued on page 36) 








‘CBS Protests Union Action: 
Hearst KEHE Has Westphal 
While Lud Gluskin Kept Out 


Le Angeles Dec. 8. 


allowed to come in under a varia- 
Musical circles are quite per-[{tion of the guest conductor ruiihg, 
turbed over a ruling by Local 47} which was exercised in the Westphal 
permitting Frank Westphal to come! matter, it would mean that the bars 
in from Chicago to take over the; are down and the easterners can 
musical directorship of the Hearst} come in and help themselves to the 
station, KEHE. Provisional arrange-! radio coin lying around for name 
ment holds Westphal to a_ three} band leaders, 
months’ commitment whereby he 





| agrees to use only local men and not | 
ito bring any of his former tooters | 
|in from the east. | 


Failing in efforts to bring Lud 


Gluskin to the Coast to head its| 
music, Columbia Broadcasting let} i 
out a yelp when news got around of | 


Westphal’s radio job. Donald W. 
Thornburgh, Coast topper for CBS, cs anaes 
and Charles Vanda, program direc- 
tor, will make another plea for Glus- | 
kin at the regular meeting today 
(Tues.) of the Musicians union. They 
stated they would be prepared to 
fulfill the same conditions imposed 
on Westphal. 


Iowa Broadcasting System has sig- 
natured a new five-year contract 
with NBC which affects the affilia- 
tion of KSO, Des Moines, and WMT, 
Cedar Rapids. Stations are part of 
the basic blue network. 

New agreement with NBC does 
not bar the IBS from carrying pro- 

Local maestros claim they aren’t| grams of the Mutual Network. Late 
being done right by and that their| ter will offer KSO and WMT as two 
earning capacities are being jeopar-| of the stopping off points in Mutual’s 
dized by outsiders coming in to dip| jump to the Coast when the Don 
into the radio gravy. A formal pro-|Lee group joins it Dec. 29. KSO 
test is being framed. will take part in the Mutual-Lee 

It is pointed out that Westphal’s | dedicatory broadcasts. 
case is dissimilar to that presented 
by CBS.for Gluskin. Former came Bogard R. E. of Her-Trib. 
to town, unattached, surrendered his| John Bogard named radio editor of 
card and while here was ‘approached’|the New York Herald-Trib. ‘as a 
by Ford Billings, KEHE general man-|former deskman. 
ager, for the batoning spot. Gluskin Meantime Everett Walker, who 
would be brought here specifically | previously had charge of the ether 
with a job in mind. department, is promoted to assistant 
| Domestics feel that if Gluskin is’ Sunday editor. 


Local Members Sore 

















Advertisers who use WLW buy more than 


merely radio time or estimated coverage... 
they buy regular, enthusiastic listeners . . . loyal 
product-users... SALES! 
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Farnsworth Expects Experimental 
Television in Philadelphia, Area 


5 x 7 Inches, After January 











| isiting 


. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 


Construction permit for Farns- 
worth Television Corp. has been ap- 





proved by Federal Communications 
Commission, with broadcast grant 
for operation on 1 kw. power with 
frequencies of from 42,000 to 56,000 
ke. and from 60,000 kc. to 86,000 kc. 


In New York 
J. W. McIver, WWNC, Asheville. 
E. J. Gluck, WSOC, Charlotte. 
Harry Trenner, WNBF, Bingham 
ton. 


It’s 16th television license issued by In Chicago 

FCC. Although actual license noti- : 5 4 
ary vd ps | oy-) > 

fication hasn’t yet been ygceived, rag Shepard III, Yankee Net 

cémpany expects it soon and will} “°! Bai als : — 

broadcast soon thereafter. Studios Bob Kaufman, KMA, Shenandoah 

and transmitter have been erected | lowa. 


Richard 
dence, R. I. 
Tom Taylor, KGNC, Amarillo. 

Don Searle, WIBW, Topeka. 
Fred Weber, Mutual, New York. 
William Gellatly, WOR, Newark. 
In Washington 

Taylor, KGNC, Amarillo 


for several months, in readiness for Voynow, 
permit approval. 

Farnsworth studio and transmit- 
ter, located just across Philadelphia 
county line, near Wyndmoor, in| 
Springfield township, Montgomery | 
county, are about 10 miles from cen- | 
ter of Philadelphia, and transmitter 
tip is 774 feet above city and Cam- | 
den, N. J. That insures station’s sig- 





©. -is 
Tex. 
A. L. Chilton, WGST; Atlanta, Ga 


nal, which will be directed prin-| C. W. Corkhill, KSCJ, Sioux City, | 
cipally in that direction, will cover | Ia. 

entire urban Philadelphia and Cam-| Joseph Ridder, WTCN, St. Paul, | 
den urban areas. Minn. 


Charles Horn, NBC, New York, 

Keith Kiggins, NBC, New York. 

Franklyn Dunham, 
York. 

Judith Waller, NBC, New York. 


Skits and Playlets 


Broadcast time, when it starts, will | 
probably total about three hours 
daily, on frequencies of 62,750 kc. | 
for pix, 66,000 kc. for sound, with | 
programs considerably shorter than | 
radio’s, to maintain interest, which 
is admittedly more difficult to hold | 
for both visual and auditory media | 
than for auditory alone. Experenas | 

| 





Hillbillies Hibernate 


WEAN, Provi- 


NBC, New 


Winters at Columbus 


the | ident; 


finds them back at | lingual programs. 





| Class Up WJAY | 


(Continued from page 35) 











and therefore church-going, ratio 
among Cleveland’s polyglot popula- 
tion, but meanwhile WGAR agrees 
with the foreign promoters that they, 
| better than American station em- 
ployes, accustomed to regular adver- 
| tising and program standards, know 
best how to silieit, service and pro- 
gram for old world ears. 
WHK-WJAY in seeking to angli- 
cize and class up their several for- 
eign programs also wanted to con- 
trol and produce them. Foreigners, 


lor some of them, felt that Louis 
Rich’s studio orchestra was too up- 
to-date for polkas and native music, 
but mcsily, it seems, that the for- 
| eign language audience and its ex- 
ploiters demand the authentic idiom 
as they themselves envisage it, and 
are lukewarm to the Yankee touch 


Holds Several 


WHK-WJAY will continue, how- 
ever, to broadcast quite a number of 
linguistics despite the desertions to 
WGAR. Meanwhile they have taken 
announcements in the local foreign 
press to cool off some of the misun- 
derstandings that their efforts to 
modernize and elevate the foreign 
| programs have started. 





tion is first or second generation im- 
|} migrant and about 20% still 
or understands mother tongues. 
New rules on the matter of foreign 
program prdouction here by the 
United Broadcasting Co. (WHK and 
WJAY) has led to the formation by 
members of five racial groups of 
the Nationality Broadcasting Assn., 
which transfers Croatian, Slivenian, 
Slovak, Bohemian and Polish broad- 
casts to WGAR Sunday mornings. 
Three Cleveland stations in all— 
WHK, WJAY and WGAR—now 
carry foreign language fare. 
Officers of the newly formed asso- 
| ciation are John Lewandowski pres- 
Charles Zorman, vice-presi- 


speaks 





| Georgia Crackers, have itchy feet, | dent; Frederick Wolf, secretary, an‘ 


All 


Wayne Mack will 


will include skits and playlets, as Columbus, Dee. 8. 
well as regular song and dance ma- It seems there’s always a market 
: terial used by radio. Plans also in-| for hillbillies here. 
ry clude use of films and animated| Hank and Slim Newman, 
i cartoons. 
el For some time at least receivers|so every spring they take the road | Marian Mihaljevic, treasurer. 
4 will be issued only to Farnsworth | to the far places 9. the country. But | were formerly connected with WJAY 
; Bi] officials and few strategically-located | every winter 


case, Farnsworth doesn’t contem- | 
plate commercial 
television broadcast or | hour periods a day. 
equipment, experiment and patent | 


manufacture of | 
receiving | 


Already been grabbed up by the |* Remaining 
Federal Coin Exchange for two half- | 2Toups over WHK-WJAY now in- 





license being principal concern. 
Few experiment receivers firm 
plans building will cost estimated 
$250 each and will be little more 
difficult to operate than usual radio 
receivers. They will be plug-in sets | 
and will be tuned for both picture 


and sound. It’s planned to have 5x7- 


| 15-inch diameter, allowing 12x12- 
| inch image, smaller ones are con- 
| sidered more practical. 

| company in 
meanwhile 


charge of 
in Europe 


Philo T. Farnsworth, vice prez of 
research, is 
on vacation, 
having gone there some weeks ago, 


inch image shown on end of cathode | Firm has reciprocal agreements with 
tube. Although larger tubes have al-| English and German television 


ready been perfected, some to size of | companies. 





NOT AROUND—BUT OVER! _ 




















Leveller of mountains — eraser of boundaries — KPO is 
equally effective in three states outside Northern Cali- 
fornia. Its influential voice goes over the ranges to great 
communities in Idaho, Oregon and Nevada. Let us show 
you how KPO boosts sales figures in this vast region. 


KPO 





, 50,000 WATTS 


oF N&C Pacific Coast Red Network 


| SAN FRANCISCO 


a Completely programmed by NBC 






gs 


age 


indjyiduals, since sole purpose of | WHKC—and they’ve never failed to | emcee the new WGAR nationality 
| broadcasts is for experiment. In any | find a sponsor waiting for them. 
. 
g 


broadcasts. 

Sunday nationality 
clude Italian, two Polish periods, two 
Bohemian periods, Bohemian, Slovak, 
Croatian, Irish and one. called 
‘Choral Mclodies,’ which presents 
choirs of all nations, one each Sun- 
day. 

WJAY has set James J. Ratajezak, 
v. p. of the Bank of Cleveland, as 
new Polish emcee, and Attorney Fred 
Jirsa as its new Bohemian emcee. 

WHK-WJAY insist announc?2- 
ments of musical numbers be in both 
the foreign tongue and in English, 
for the benefit of the stations’ dialers. 
Stations’ desire for less commercial 
chatter and more entertainment also 
a factor. 

WJAY has closed a deal with Be- 
nesch, Federman & Co. here (furni- 
ture) to do 52 weeks of Bohemian 
half hours en Sundays in a 12:30 p.m. 
spot. Series will present Louis Rich, 
WHK-WJAY music director, and his 
15-piece orchestra. 
the latest Bohemian compositions, 
which Rich will receive directly from 
Bohemia. Ludwig Keller will an- 
nounce the series.. There will be 
guest stars, 

Following letter, written by Fred- 
erick Wolf, secretary of the Na- 
tionality Broadcasting Association, 
gives the slant of ‘the foreign loen- 
guage groun in the WJAY fracas: 

‘When Siation WJAY was moved 
to the Termiral Tower of WHI, Mr. 
Stanley Alisechuler, foreign procram 
director of WJAY, called a meeting 
of all directors and announcers 
which wes held in the Polish Vil!lacte 
on Broadway in Cleveland. This 
meeting was caljéd for the purpos2 
of meetin? with Mr. Rubin, the for- 
mer owncr of WJAY, to discuss the 
circulatin of petitions and the rais- 
ing of money to open a new station. 
of which Mr. Altschuler was to be 
manager. 

‘Mr. Altschuler (however) was re- 
tained by the old station and made 
foreign program director of both 
WJAY and WHK. 

‘The first official act of the new 
management was a memorandum in 
which yv> told that all com- 
mercial announcements on our par- 
ticipatin™ protrams were to be given 
only in English. Only musical intro- 
ductions could be given in both lan- 
guages 
contracts 


. 
1LS 








vrAnaA 


with our sponsors, we 
vigorously protested, but only a 
strong attack in the Cleveland Press 
by Norman Segal, racio commen- 
tator, caused them to temporarily 
| abandon this action. 
| ‘Next, they cancelled our contracts 
which » had with the station and 
propesed te us that we become their 
Of course ‘d nc‘ 





salesmen, we cc 


| About 54% of Cleveland’s popula- 


This will include | 











| Freedman Dies 





(Continued from page 30) 





new program. At one time or an- 
other Freedman had provided mate- 
rial for practically every topnotch 
| comedian and comedienne on the 
air. 

Freedman’s most recent radio job 
was the Ken Murray show. He did 
the sketches for the ‘Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies,” current at the Winter Garden, 
N. Y., and also for ‘The Show Is On,’ 
which follows the ‘Follies’ into that 
house, 

Freedman was scheduled to ap- 

pear on the stand yesterday (Tues- 
day) in the Cantor suit, which had 
|opened the day before with Mrs. 
|Freedman and himself testifying. 
The writer was found dead in bed 
a few hours after retiring for the 
night in his triplex apartment a 211 
' Central Park West. 

Surviving are his mother, his wife, 
three sons and a daughter. 

Word of Freedman’s death was re- 
ceived in court after the trial had 
opened its second day. 

When court opened for the second 
day of trial yesterday, Samuel S. 
Liebowitz, attorney for Freedman, 
advised presiding Justice Ferdinand 
Pecora of his client’s death and ap- 
plied for withdrawal. The court 
declared a mistrial and dismissed 
the jury. Without saying whether 

\it will or not, Liebowitz declared 
the case can be reopened by Freed- 
man’s estate. 


Cantor was deeply grieved over | 
‘It | 


the news of Freedman’s death. 
is the most distressing thing I have 
ever heard of,’ he said. ‘Despite this 
case, he must have known in his 
;heart that I was his friend.’ 

On Monday, Freedman had ap- 
peared in supreme court as plain- 
tiff against Cantor in a suit for $250,- 
000 for alleged breach of contract. 
He had followed his wife, Beatrice, 
ito the stand in testifying that Cantor 
had breached an oral agreement to 
pay him 10% of the star’s radio earn- 








ings. The alleged contract was made | 
n 1931 when Cantor entered his | 
first contract at $2,000 a week for 


Chase & Sanborn. Later, Freedman 
‘laimed Cantor ignored the oral 
agreement and when 
into the big money, $10,000 a week, 


Cantor came | 


he is alleged to have ‘eased Freed- | 


man out of his commission.’ 





| accept these cor “‘iions after hav’ 

| built “--> pr-- thresh oun 
| own efforts and throucth the coop- 
| eration of our people. 

| ‘Here are the conditions proposed 
|}to us by the station management: 

| ‘The programs would become the 





| property of the station. We should 
‘solicit advertising for programs, | 
|write the continuity for the pro- | 


| grams, collect money from business | 


men and be resnonsible for each 
nNayment, personally, to the station. 
We should announce the programs 
j}and make translations of every for- 
‘eign word into English to be filed 
with the station. Of the total 
amount which we would collect 
every week we would have to pay 
for our own talent, which 
musicians and singers, and from the 
balance the station would pay us 
15° commission. Therefore in a case 


where I would collect $100 in a 
| week, after paying my share for 


talent, which would amount to $40, 
I would have commission on $60— 
the sum of $9 for a week’s work. 
‘Therefore the members of the 
biggest nationality groups in Cleve- 
jland and Cuyahoga County which 
jare Czecho-Slovak, Polish, Jugoslav, 
|formed an association and began 
| negotiations with Mr. John Patt, 
;manager of WGAR, and he made it 
{possible for us to bring our pro- 
grams to his station. Every one of 
/our radio sponsors went with us. 
| ‘I have in my possession docu- 
mentary evidence and witnesses to 
prove every statement that I have 
made.’ 





Buffalo, Dec. 8, 
Joe Wesp, only commercial per- 
manently to conquer the Buffalo 
| late-at-night jinx, has had his con- 
tract renewed for another year by 
| Household Finance. 


Wesp does a stint at 11:07 nightly —_ 
over WBEN as ‘the ironic reporter.’ | © 


He satirizes the day’s news and he 
} puns 


| Ironic Reporter Renewed | 
As this was contrary to our | 





means | 











Public Sale of Notes to mance WIRE 
Buy Advertised, Then Withdrawn 


+ 


Indianapolis, Dec. 8. 


Much mystery in Hoosierdom over 
finance deal regarding proposed sale 
of WIRE, local NBC-red outlet, 
Eugene Pulliam, newspaper chain 
owner of Lebanon (Ind.), whose ap. 
plication to buy WIRE, now awaits 
FCC approval, through a local 
brokerage firm, came out with large. 
space ads in the three Indianapolis 
dailies, announcing the issue of 
$375,000 in for financing the 
purchase of the station, if FCC ap. 
proved sale. Notes were in series of 


notes 


$37,500, to be redeemed each six 
months until 1942, when last set 
would be retired. Int rest ranged up 
to 5%% on notes, according to date 


of maturity. Assets of all news. 
papers and properties owned by Pul- 
liam and associates were put up as 
security, amounting to about $900.- 
000, per the ads. 


Believed first time radio station 
purchase was to be financed by notes 
instead of stocks or bonds. Mystery 
is this: Late last week entire 
was withdrawn from the market, and 
all orders received to date were can 


issue 


celled by brokerage firm with no 
explanation given, except that pur- 
chase deal was to go on as scheduled. 
Present execs of WIRE refuse to 
comment and pass the buck to Pul- 


liam, with words to effect that ‘it’s 
his baby now.’ 
Prospective purchaser was not 


contacted, due to being out of town, 
so no word available from Pulliam. 
Surmise along the radio front in 
Indianapolis is that either one man 
or one company has agreed to un- 
derwrite the proposed purchase in 
full and so all others squeezed out 
as a result. Who he, or they are, is 
the question. 








CERTIFIED 
SUCCESS STORY 


NO. 17 
FROM THE FILES OF 


WIP 


PHILADELPHIA'S 
PIONEER VOICE” 





FURRIER MAKES 
FUR FLY! 


2 yearsago,Crawfords’ Furriers 
decided to try radio as a supple- 
ment to their newspaper adv. 
By querying all customers, they 
soon discovered that their WIP 
advertising was out-pulling all 
other media. Today they are 
concentrating 90% of their 
adv. budget on WIP. Their 6 
evening programs a week are 
literally making fur fly! 


wsoc 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


Located in the heart of the Caro- 
linas and covering one of the 
richest, most responsive, and— 
in short—one of the best mar- 
kets in the world. 


An NBC Affliate 
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NBC PLUGS FOR 


CANADIAN AIR 





Wide discrepancy between license 


fees collected from Canadian radio | 


owners, and the number of sets ac- 
tually in the hands of listeners, is 
noted in a statistical piece issued on 


the Canadian market by NBC. Tab-| 


ulation is the first of its kind sent 
out by a U. S. web to plug 
Dominion market. 

In 1930-31, says NBC, the govern- 
ment collected 522, 953 fees, but the 
Census figures of 1931 showed 770,- 
436 sets (a variation of 47.3%). In 
1935-’36, licenses totalled 829,229 sets, 
but reliable estimates are that 1,471,- 


800 sets are in existence. Latter 
figure, good as of Jan. 1, 1936, was | 
compiled by the trade _ journal, 


‘Radio Trade-Builder,’ with the Bu- 
reau of Statistics and Radio Manu- 
facturers’ Association Reports. 








the | 


| 


| 


Tops in Something 


— 


Knoxville, Dec. 8. 

WNOX has gone in for 
brotherly love in a big way. 
When WROL, rival station here. 
landed broadcast rights for Ten- 
nessee-Mississippi football game 
at Memphis, WNOX made hour- 
ly plug urging listeners with a 
yen for the gridiron to tune in 
on opposish station. 

Plug was to the effect that 
WNOX had been unable to 
make arrangements for broad- 
casting the game, but was glad 
football fans would be able to 
follow the game through rival 
broadcast. 














HARRY CONN OUT 


$1,300 Writer te Be Replaced By 
One at $250 for Penner 


Harry W. Conn, highest salaried 
scripter in radio, is being dropped 


Overall conclusions are that the | from the Joe Penner broadcast after 


Canadian market at the first of this 
year numbered 10,985,000 in total 
population, with 2,408,600 families, 
of which 1,471,800 owned § sets. 
Ownership resultantly figures out to 
61.1%. Five years ago it was 33.9%. 

While NBC has only two stations 
actually in Canada (CRCT, Toronto, 
and CFCF, Montreal), the web im- 
plies that this duo, along with its 
U. S. stations along the border. 
cover a big proportion of the mar- 
ket. 


WHB Goes Mutual 


Kansas City, Dec. 8. 
Don Davis, WHB prexy, confirmed 
Friday (4) that when Mutual ex- 
pands to the Coast Dec. 29 WHB will 
be Kansas City outlet. 





were somewhat scotched when sta- 
tion was turned down by Federal 
Communications commish on _ its 
plea for an unlimited time license. 
But deal was definitely set last week. 

Mutual, hot for a K.C. outlet, is 
known to have huddled in past 
months with WDAF and Arthur 








|has already auditioned 


13 weeks. Ruthrauff & Ryan agency 
is letting the option lapse and is ne- 


gotiating with Don Prindle, Coast 
writer. 
Conn is drawing $1,300 weekly, 


with the deal for Prindle calling fo1 


$250. 


2,000 at Cleveland Sing 


In Theatre Every Sunday 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 
Burt’s Inc. (jewelers) has renewed 


with WJAY its combination amateur- 


community sing series currently be- 
ing broadcast Sunday afternoons 
from the Hanna theatre stage here. 
Shows have been drawing weekly a 
capacity audience of 2,000. Program 
some 1,200 


| hopefuls, and 125 of these have made 





Persistent | broadcast appearances. 
rumors that WHB would go Mutual 


Christmas afternoon Burt's will 


| broadcast a two-hour amateur-com- 


munity sing show over WJAY, and 
will include professional acts in the 
entertainment. The sponsor wanted 
to make this a three-hour broadcast, 
but time was not available. 
top amateurs of each of the current 
13-week run of shows will make a 


| 


MORE REALLOCATION TALKS JAN. 18 


VARIETY 
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CRAVEN CAREFULLY WEIGHS PROBLEM 


Further Hearings Contradict Speedy 
Guesses—Chief Engineer Reported at Odds with 


Andrew Ring 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
on reallocation, 
power, clear channels, and new tec! 
nical policies are still far in the 
future with the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission unlikely to 
revised principles and regulations 
until late in the spring. 

Counteracting reports that the en- 
gineering division has virtually made 
up its mind on the fundamental 
questions raised last October, a call 
for another informal conference on 
a vital point—revision of standards 
for protection of stations against 
blanketing—went out Friday (6). 
Broadcasters were requested to as- 
semble all available data on the is- 
sue of rules covering maintenance of 
good service areas and to sit down 
for a round-table discussion Jan. 18. 
Notice said that insufficient data was 
collected during the October gabfest 


Decisions 


super- 


issue 


to justify any final conclusion about | 


revision of present technical rules. 
Nature of the invitation® indicates 


that practically every important issue 


Three | 


raised at the fall hearing is still un- 
settled in the minds of Commish en- 
gineers. As a consequence, it is ob- 
vious that no broad-scale report can 
be anticipated in the immediate fu- 
ture, since the blanketing standards 
have a direct bearing on the ques- 
tions of superpower, mileage and 
frequency separations, maintenance 
of exclusive. channels, and power 
boosts for regional and local trans- 
mitters. 
Dissension? 





+ 


Wash-Up. 


several more weeks studying all as- 
pects of the question before drafting 
his report. There is considerable 
prejudicial feeling among at least six 
|of the seven commissioners for and 
against different suggested pwlicies, 
and Craven's recommendations prob- 
ably will be discussed at length be- 


though Chief Engineer T. A. M.| ® , ‘ 

Craven probably will be able to win fore final action is taken. 

approval of whatever he recom- : ’ is 

mends, Commish sources are reveal- S ! ? N A 

ing dissension between Craven ana| eaitest s New Agency 

his principal assistant on broadcast s 

matters, Andrew Ring. After Talent Jam-Up 
While Craven is still looking fo1 


data before reaching any conclusions 
his talks with individual commission- 


Sealtest end of the National Dairy 


account has moved from N. W. Ayer 
ers indicate he has about decided on to J. Walter Thompson. This ma- 
a few of the essential issues. He has neuver follows a recent stumbling 
shown a disposition to favor creation block in the Sealtest ether show 


of a limited number of additional 
500 kw transmitters but on a purely 
experimental basis and to urge the 


which occasioned the resignation of 
Walter O’Keefe and Jean Paul King 
and the substitution of Ray Knight, 


& is > > OSSi ; : 

rompers ¥ avers aoe - Bene and the Howard-Shelton combo. 
cleared frequencies. Likewise, he Plans of Thompson yesterday 
has indicated a feeling that local| (Tuesday) tentatively were to keep 
transmitters should be allowed to go| the program as is until the contract 
to 250 watts but only after intensive | ¢xPires. Has five more stanzas to £0 
investigation of each specific case. |0n this run. New campaign tac- 


tics meanwhile will be formulated. 





Idea of establishing an economic mm 
yardstick to measure applications | . 
for new stations, additional power,| Barton’s ‘Open House’ 


and more time is being discussed in- 


Little Rock, Dec. 8. 


formally but still is essentially a/| . i Rags 
one-man thought. This proposition | , Col. John H. Barton will toss ay 
has not been brought up in Craven’s| ‘pen house’ party Jan. 1 to cele- 


chats with individual members of the brate KARK going NBC. Fete will 
Broadcast Division, although it has| be at transmitter plant, two miles 
been aired in personal conversations | outside town. 
with industry representatives. Wheth- | Meanwhile 


local dailies have not 


er Craven will recommend establish- | wised John Public to the KARK 
|ment of a new section to look into| shift. Local radioites read it in 
| the economics of every major appli- VARIETY. 


| branches is still a guess. 


This development would seem to} 


put the lid on rumors that the engi- 
neering staff is on the point of writ- 
ing up its recommendations. Besides, 
the outlook for considerably 


| 


more | 


delay was strengthened by signs of | 


Status of KTHS, Hot Springs, still 
in doubt. 


Martha Deane’s Book « 


‘Martha Deane Presented by Mary 


cation and to function on a parity 
with the legal and engineering | 








Exactly how soon decisions will be | 


made is conjectural. Especially since | 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler has is- 


power by legislative means if neces-| Under which the latter relates her 
sary, the Broadcast Division is not| radio career, Doubleday-Doran pub- 











= 


Church of KMBC and KXBY, for-|second appearance on Christmas| deep differences of opinion within| disposed to act too hastily and Cra-| lishing. 
merly W9XBY. Day. ithe ranks of Commish experts. Al-| ven appears determined to spend| Just out. 
ee 
W ouLpn't life be a cinch 
f h di if iH markeis were ds 
<* 


great as Philadelphia, and had a radio 


station as powerful and popular as... 


WCAU... 50,000 watts 
Philadelphia 


ROBERT A. STREET, Commercial Manager 











| 
; 
. 
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Pacific Coast Radio Notes 


ie, | ? i : i in Hollywood 
i ‘anter’s daughter, Natalie, | of show being framec 3 
eee ar as ‘3 script | for United Drug Products. 


} 
| 
} 





learning the radio biz as a 
writer at KNX (Hof#iywood). 





Tommy Harris starts his own com- 
mercial (Moon Glow) on Coast | 
NBC-red Dec. 29. | 

| 





Jimmy Douglas, manager of 
Omaha’s WAAW, getting the Holly- 
wood lowdown from Maestro Frank 
Hodek. 


Bob Mack goes into announcing | 
| spot at KXA, Seattle. Formerly with | 
KVI, Tacoma. 

Dick Sharp returns to the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer after serving on 
the KOMO-KJR news staff during 
three-month strike tie- 





Tav Garnett’s world cruise will be 
dramatized serially over KHJ (Los 
Angeles). 

Clarence Juneau barbecued the 
radio eds at the unveiling of KEHE 
(Los Angeles), °,000 watter in Bald- 


the paper's 
up. Will continue announcing the 
KJR fight broadcasts. 

pun Hills. 


J M ti lat f WHN artist Fred Warwick, KOMO-KJR politi- 

— Sa a tebe . ie ‘etired to his plot-of- 
: .|ecal manager, retired to his pl 

bureau, handling radio dept. for - ‘Seat! (Bet ay 

ie gr sar Seattle for a little peace | 
Bachmann-Herzbrun agency in Hol- ground neal ‘ I 


land quiet before the next election | 
lywood. 


| 
campaign. 


aes | 


Fox Case handling special events 
clleeood. “Swings aver from the (NOE Enough Biz te Ge =| 
Tear Club. 
sae Around, Declares KTSM; | 
Readying for Battle 











Conrad Nagel will emcee KHJ 
(Los Angeles) two-hour salute pro- 
gram to Mutual Dec. 30. 





Jack Oakie, Bing Crosby and Bob El Paso, Tex.. Dec. 8. | 
Burns will do a Santa Claus skit on Loser in a hot scrap to per- 
Kraft music hall Dec. 17. suade F. C. C. against licensing a 





rival station, KTSM is preparing to 
Countess Olga Albani set for two} meet the competition due to come. | 
vocal shots on Came! Caravan from | KTSM is installing a new 158-foot 
Hollywood. | steel radiator tower atop downtown | 
5 office building. Tower eliminates old 
. . ‘ : .| Style wire antenna. Station will 
Charlie Hamp signed as producer |change transmitter so that it will 
have 200-watt power during daytime. 
| Studios will be left on Hotel Paso 
| del Norte. 
| Tri-State Broadcasting Co., which 
| operates KTSM, only El Paso broad- 
| caster fought the application of Dor- 
|rance D. Roderick. KTSM says there 
is not enough business for two. 
| Roderick answers business surface 
| ‘has not been scratched.’ 
| Roderick is publisher of El Paso 
| Times, Democratic paper, which is | 
|now hooked up in joint printing 


| arrangement with Herald-Post | 
| (Scripps-Howard), also a Roosevelt | 


sheet. 














Dresden Signs 4 





Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Four California small-watters 
| Swing over to Don Lee-Mutual Dec. 
| 29, giving web eight transmitters in 
| State. Those signed to five-year con- 
tract by Owens Dresden, KHJ man- 
ager, are KFXM, San Bernardino: 


| rey; KGDM, Stockton. 


national spread. Columbia was also 
after four spots. 








A rour ky 


COMBINATION 


Chris Cross at WSM 


Nashville, Dec. 8. 

Chris Cross Christienson, billed as 
Chris Cross, the One-Man Show, is 
doing three a week on WSM. Tues- 
days, Thursdays and Saturdays at 
6:15 p.m. 

Possessor of a nice singing voice. 
he can call forth twelve characters 
without putting anybody but himself 
on the pay roll. He has introduced 
|four of his characters already and 
has good response. Program is 
| something like Gene and Glenn. 
He is booked for six weeks, but 
| will stay longer if the program goes 
| commercial. 

Christienson. was last heard over 
WFAA, Dallas. 


EVELYN CASE 


AND 


JACK ARTHUR 


appearing with 


RUBINOFF 


CHEVROLET MUSICAL MOMENTS 


over 400 stations 
| 


NBC and COLUMBIA | 

















And His ORCHESTRA 


Trianon Room 


Hotel Ambassador, New York 




















Management JACK ARTHUR 











| KPMC, Bakersfield: KDON, Monte- | 





Free Meal as Come-On || 





Buffalo, Dec. 8. 

Man on the street is no longer 
an amateur—he is at least get- 
ting coffee and cakes. 

New series of ‘Minit Inter- 
views. M-W-F over WBEN, 
being conducted along Vox Pop 
lines in various restaurants, 
cafeterias downtown, Comecn 
is that all who are interviewed 
get not only a package of Minit 
Rub but also a free meal. 

Ed Obrist and Hervey Carter 
do the questioning, Ed Reimers 
handles commercials. Young & 


Rubicam is the agency. 











WJR’S EXTRA DIVIDEND 


75c Per Share Follows Oct. 30 
Pay -off 
—— 
Detroit, Dec. 8. 

Joining the current divvy parade, 
WJR last week declared an extra 
dividend of 75 cents, payable Dec. 19 
to stock of record Dec. 10. 

Just a month ago station, which 
was first in U. S. to offer its stock 
to public over year ago, voted its 
regular quarterly divvy of 3714 
cents, payable Oct. 30. At that time 
WJR reported $322,438 earnings for 
the first nine months of 1936, com- 
pared to $225,038 in same period last 


| year. 


Figures, which represent $2.45 per 


| share as compared with $1.72 same 


period last year, are before Federal 
taxes. 


K. C. Star Buys WREN 


Kansas City, Dec. 8. 
As anticipated the Kansas City 
Star, owner of Station WDAF here, 
is buying WREN, Lawrence, Kans. 
Application for the right to transfer 
ownership has been filed with the 








| Federal Communications Commission 


in Washington. 
Star is expected to give greater 
heed to broadcasting henceforth. 
Understood Star will pay $375,000 
for the Lawrence station. Future of 
Vernon Smith, manager of station, 


| not disclosed. 


It was news even to the Star. They 


said all along that they knew noth-| 


ing about it: To prove it they ran the 
announcement of radio station 
| WREN’s application to F. C. C. un- 
|der a Washington dateline. 


Spruce Up for WIAM 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 
NBC is considering making exten- 





network owns and operates. Im- 
provements would include a general 
overhauling of the engineering 


air conditioning devices. No changes 


neering department has submitted 
its report. 

It is likely that WTAM will shift 
its broadcasting activities to the 
former WJAY studios in Carnegie 
| hall while the alterations are being 
made. 








| 
j 
| 
| 


Reorg WWNC Corp. 


Asheville, N. C., Dec. 8. 
Assets and properties of WWNC 


} 


| have been acquired by the Asheville | 


| Citizen-Times Co. from the Citizen 
| Broadcasting Co., which has gone 
| into dissolution. Former has owned 
'all the stock of the CBC since 1928 
and the transfer eliminates the hold- 
ing company relationship. 

| Station’s sales staff and other per- 
| sonnel remains as is and operations 
| will continue from the old stand in 
the Flat Iron building. 





WBNX Names Sales Rep 


WBNX, “lew York, has appointed 
| Roesler & Howard agency as na- 
| tional representatives for foreign 
language programs. Conover-Serviss 
| Co., Chicago, has been appointed to 
| represent the Bronx outlet on Eng- 
lish hours. 
| Particular territory covers Chi- 
| cago, Milwaukee and Detroit. 





Turner in Mathes Radio Dept. 


N. Fletcher Turner has_ been | 
| named assistant to Wilfred S. King, | 


radio director of the J. M. Mathes 
agency. Turner is skedded to handle 
both spot and web biz. 


| 
Before the present appointment he | 


was a member of the production de- 
partment 


| ARGENTINE OWNERSHIP 


claws into radio station operation. | 
| South America’s three largest sta- 
‘tions, leeated in Buenos Aires, Rio 





sive alterations in the studios of 


| WTAM, the 50,000-watter which the 
Mutual now claiming 40 stations on | 


equipment plus the installation of | 


will be made until the web’s engi- | 





Newspapers, as in ¥). S. A., Anxious RADIO OUT OF 
to Control Transmitters | 
Buenos Aires, Nov. 15. | POLICE COURT 
S., 


Following the example of U. | 
S. A.’s newspapers are getting their | 








Spokane, Dec. 8. 
Police Judge Frank Yuse, noted for 
his freak punishments of traffic vio. 
j lators and habitual drunkards, this 
de Janeiro and Santiago, are NOW| \ Wok eliminated broadcasting police 
directly controlled by papers or news | court proceedings over KGA every 
services. morning. He took action at the re. 
In Buenos Aires Radio El Mundo | quest of Spokane County Bar Asso- 


(LR1) is operated by the newspaper | ciation, which unanimously voted 
El Mundo and the Universal News cown the broadcasting as ‘being 
Syndicate. which covers all of S. A. | against the best interest of justice 


Radio Mitre (LR4), although oper- Yuse said he looked upon broadcasts 


ated by Jaime Yankelevitch, is|as ‘educational.’ He had sentenced 


lowned by La Nacion newspaper. | bad drivers to see safety films, listen 


Station El Mercurio, Santiago, Chile, | to ‘And Sudden Death’ broadcasts, 
is owned by the paper of the same and this week started giving habitual 
name. Radio Tupi, Rio de Janeiro, offenders of liquor laws choice be- 
is owned jointly by 12 newspapers | tween 15-day jail term or drinking 
and magazines as will be a new one | half pint of castor oil. 

now under construction. 

Others are known to have indirect 
connections with newspapers and 
still more associated with sheets, but 
still unpublicized. 


Dept. Store Gives In 


Memphis, Dec. 38. 

Department stores, long cold to 
Rio de Janeiro, Nov. 15. radio in Memphis,-cracked by WHBQ 

Owners of Radio Tupi (PRG3),| when long-time contracts were vn 
Brazil’s most powerful station, are natured by J. Goldsmith & Sons, one 
now working on another to be situ- | of city’s largest stores, by Bob Ale 
ated in Sao Paulo, Brazil’s second | burty, station manager, this week, 
largest city. New station, designated | Schedule calls for daily half-hour 
as a 25-kilowatt outlet, is expected | exploiting store’s budget basement. 
to be ready for operation around Aside from spasmodic announcee 
Feb. 1, 1937. New one will be 15; ments or few-time program shots, 
k.w.’s stronger than the Rio station. local department stores have used 

Tupi is jointly owned by 12 news- little radio time. Only other time a 
| papers and magazines in Rio, among Memphis department store used sub- 
| which are O Jornal and Diario Da stantial radio time was an midst of 
. the depression, when Bry’s broadcast 
Noite, country’s largest rags. Fally over WHBQ 
| Markus, also repping Radio Bel- : 
| grano in Buenos Aires, has been ap- 
pointed New York rep for Tupi and 














for women, FTC charged: has not 
| facturers. 


Washington, Dec. 8. | 
Corp., Inc., of New York City, with a | 
asserted ‘hygienic product for use by 
received the approval of the Ameri- 
cians, as claimed in ballyhoo. Harm- 
formula for the preparation was de- HIT P RA E 
‘Birconjel’ programs have caused 
}as annoying FTC. Commish mem- Over C B S 
|bers have tut-tutted among them- 


the newer station. 

| Federal Trade Commission last 

;complaint against advertising and 

women.’ 

|camn medical profession and is not To Conduct the 

lessness of product also was ques- 

clared to be not ‘open,’ as ingre- . + 
For 7 Weeks Beginning 

numerous headaches to the Federal 

selves over the problem, but consid- 10-10:30 E.S.T. 


- - 
F. T. C. Raps Birconjel HARR 
week cracked down on Birconjel | 
; radio broadcasts of its product, an 
Stuff is not a scientific prophylactic 
prescribed by thousands of physi- LUCKY STRIKE 
tioned by government agency, and 
dients are kept secret by the manu- 
Saturday, Dec. 12th 
| Communications Commission as well 
| ered subject a delicate one. 














| New Chicago Programs 
| Cc 4 8 “BARON MUNCHAUSEN” 


Chicago, Dec. 8. | 
Notre Dame Glee Club, Wolfert | J . CK 


Engleman, and Marion Truitt have 
been set as the guest variety talent | 
RALEIGH and 
KOOL CIGARETTES 


on the new Bowman program which 
starts out of Chicago tomorrow | 
(Wednesday ). 
Next week’s show will be a two- | 
WJIZ-9:30 P.M. E.S.T.— Mondays 
NBC Network 
Dir.: A. & S. LYONS, Ine. 


| 


act playlet by Arch Oboler, tagged | 
‘The Other Man,’ given by the Good- 
man theatre players. Louis Adrian, 
regularly conductor of the pit or- 
chestra at the Balaban & Katz, Chi- | 
cago, will wield the baton on this 
show. Local J. Walter Thompson 


{ 




















agency handling the program. 











HLS” 


By JANE» WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER- TEARS ano |HEART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99“*/ 100 °/¢ pure 





LISTEN TWICE DAILy | 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST 
IN be NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 
7 COAST TO COAST 


MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 
Dic., BLACKMAN ADVERTISING, INC, 
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acter may be named ‘Sally’ or ‘Hope’ | 
or ‘Betty’ or “Bill” or ‘Mary’ or 
‘Helen’ or ‘Molly’ or Kitty’; but, folks, 
that’s only to mislead the unwitting 
listener into believing that it’s a dif- 
ferent show. Do you know that the | 
agencies all get together in a de-| 
serted graveyard at midnight and} 
frame radio programs so that they 
can all use the identical show and |} 
thus save time and effort? | 

They decided that it would be silly | 
to use their brains to think of new} 
twists and ideas or even plots for) 
programs; so they all use the same | 
plot, over and over again. From| 
early morning to late afternoon all} 
the programs are the same, and ‘One 
Girl in a Million’ is a portion. of this 
huge scheme to foist a single radio 
plot on all listeners. 

Here’s evidence: This show 
silently sufferin’ heroine who bites 
her handkerchief and keeps a. stiff 
upper lip despite knocks and kicks, 
just the heroines do in all the 
other radio script shows. There is 
the siren villainess who is trying. to 
break up the love between the hero 
and heroine. This is a strict regula- | 
tion in the nationwide radio adver- 
tisers’ secret treaty on script shows. 
If a radio show doesn’t have a siren | 
that radio advertiser, as punishment. ! 
is forced to listen to a succession of | 
radio programs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
One dose of this is usually sufficient | 
to make the advertiser toe the line | 
in the future. 

And the babies. Don’t forget the 
babies. Every program must have 
a baby just about to be born. Some- 
times the baby is just about to be 
born for months and months. This is 
a great angle for mail-pull. And 
finally, the backstage twist. All ra-/! 
dio programs in the morning must 
have some connection with ‘the glam- | 
our of backstage and Hollywood.’ 
Every radio program in good stand-| 
ing must have some backstage color. | 
It’s in the book-of-rules for a.m. ra- 
dio programs. 

This particular program was an- | 
mounced as being sponsored by the 
Independent Grocers Association, but 
it could also have been 





has a 


aS 


for soap. 
toothpowder, cosmetics, cooking } 
utensils, hair tonic or any other| 
product aimed at women. Gold. | 














KOOL-RALEIGH 


Every 
Mon. 
WAZ 
9 :30-10 
P.M. 
E.s.T 


Playing Penn State College 


This Week 


Per. Rep.—ARTHUR T. MICHAUD 
1775 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
Mgt.—M.C.A. 








| WRVA, Richmond 





| | Follow-Up Comment | 


Royal Gelatin unlimbered an ex- 
| ceptionally well contrived hour of | 
| entertainment last Thursday night! 
; (3) over NBC and were it not for | 


An original, live-tal alf- r | ' 
weekly 0 show ee | the fadeout item the program would | 
ny a aus ane seu" | rate a loving cup. This left-handed 


ders above anything produced here- | ,_ , : 
| touch derived from closing the show 
abouts. In subject matter on per-|_. : 
; pe , with a bit of Russian liturgy by the 
sonalities who have contributed 
r : -. | Don Cossacks. 
vitally to the rubber industry, it’s 


‘ROMANCE OF RUBBER’ 

With Oliver Thompsen, 
Hutton, Harry Creecy, 
Piper, Dr. Alex. Kaufman 

Dramatizations 

30 Mins. 

RICHMOND RUBBER CoO. 

Wed. 9 P. M. 


Ellen G. 
Robert 








John Gunther, European corre- 

a logical vehicle for the sponsor's) spondent and author of the best- 
item: tires. (Plug is for Gillette | Seller, ‘Inside Europe,’ made the} 
opening spot of the Royal Gelatin 


tires, on tim ug ic . . 
- . be ught by Richmond session one of especially timely in- 
Rubber Co., sectional distributors. ) 


terest, and without stepping on any 

Stanza caught pegged on early | diplomatic toes After expatiating 
struggles of Charles Goodvear. Came | 9 the w himsical sidelines of such 
Over ringing as factual stuff, espe- | disputed oe : = eokgyed aan 
cially in descriptions of Goodyear’s |)" and stalin, Gunther gave it as 
experiments with chemicals. Indi- | >'5 QPimon that the Spanish Loyal- 
cated extensive research work on ists had a chance to win and that 
part of Bob Burdette, author, to hope of world peace resides only in 


democracies 


keep facts in line. 


Burdette, also on station’s produc- _ For sheer smartness. tang and 
at a "naan , finesse the next act proved one of 

tion staff, falls down in spots on| those rare things in workaday radio 
script’s dialogue. Needs polishing.| }~ was Noel Coward and Gertrude 
Some comedy-relief moments to off-|[Tawrence in ‘The Ped Peppers’ 
set sad story wouldn’t have hurt,| sketch, one of the group they’re cur- 
either. Otherwise a good idea nicely | rently doing at the National theatre 
executed, and sure to build as the|/W y. ¥ eae 
series advances. | Producers of the program might 
Players include Olive Thompson, | have had Eddie Peabody strum off 
from legit; Ellen xraves Hutton, a something other than ; ‘Poet and 
leading woman.in Little Theatre ac- | Peasant. Peabody's repertoire is 
tivities here; Dr. (dentist) Alex.| wide enough to have made it un- 
Kaufman, and Robert Piper, a local| necessary to include this stand- 
business man. | ardized gimgack, but apparently the 


Commercials, written by Burdette, 
somewhat lengthy, but excusable be- 
cause they stress safety rather than 
the sponsor’s product directly. Three 


J. Walter Thompson staff knew that 
the listeners would have no difficulty 
in recognizing ‘Poet and Peasant’ 
and ‘Poet and Peasant’ it had to be, 


ARMCO BRASS BAND | 
With Frank Simen, Bennett Chaple | 
Music, Dramatization 
AMERICAN ROLLING MILLS 
Sunday, 8 p.ir. 
WJZ, New York 

(N. W. Ayer) 

This is a return of an old-timer. 
With a couple of minutes of drama- 
tized industrial hero-glorifying now 
added. In tone and philosophy the 
sales copy is partly institutional and 
partly trade mark. Not unlike 
Dupont’s ‘Cavalcade,’ stress is placed 
upon the contributions to modern 
comfort and life of the inventions 
and accomplishments of the business 
man. 

Originating in Cincinnati ‘and due 
for a time change Dec. 15 to Tuesday 
nights) the program is one of two 
now on the networks devoted to the 


| 
} 


old-fashioned charms of brass band 
music. Other follower of the Sousa 
tradition is Carbe runaun 

Of its entertainment cla and it 
class is a limited one, which should 


be an asset—the Armco half hour is 
heavy on light zippy music. People 
in general and the non-sophisticates 
in particular will probably like it 
Production is handled nicely. Dra- 
matic portion is speeded and doesn’t 
hamper. Nor is the commercial copy 
obtrusive. Land. 


directors. It destroyed the illusion 
of the story quite nicely. 

Miss Seymour handles herself very 
well. Her voice is likeable and her 
diction excellent. Tremayne makes 
an okay foil. 


Theresa Helburn, executive secre- 
tary of the Theatre Guild, said much 
and said it well, in the page allotted 


to her on the ‘Heinz Magazine of 
the Air.’ Miss Helburn sketched her 
|}career from pre-war college days 


icollege clown 


‘when I was the best Shakespearean 
of the decade.’ Dis- 


| played a clear voice, a cultured ac- 


of ’em and well-spotted. Read by | regardless of the fact that this vir- 
the head of the sponsoring com-/|tuoso of the banjo could strike a 
pany. Kiss. | more exciting response with some- 
danuaoliigninitiel | thing else. Peabody nevertheless 

Wigs kts | provided a neat interlude between | 
‘LOV E SONG’ | Coward-Lawrence and the tomfool- 
With Brent Morrison, Catherine | ery of Ed Wynn which followed. 
Witmer, Anne Seymour, Vincent/ Latter developed into a three-way | 
Pelletier ; crossfire, with Rudy Vallee and 
Music and Serial Graham McNamee adding to the} 


15 Mins. 
SOFT-AS-SILK 
M.-to-F.; 10:30 
WGN, Chicago 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 
This comes forth on a five-a-week 
| Mutual ride as one of the poorest 
| periods ever turned out for the Gen- 


laugh fanfare with what impressed 
as unplotted fumbling of their lines. 
Vallee had appeared the 
before on Wynn’s program. 

Cass Adams ee. 
Tribune) did his best spieling of the 


(GEN. MILLS) 
a.m., CST 


. pro-football season during the last 
eral Mills air parade. It lacks all| broadcast over WOR. New York. 


the qualities that have clicked with | Tjjt was undoubtedly the hardest of 


other General Mills serials, even the lot to describe since it was 
. ; . . a. 
though the program itself has the | played in ankle-deep mud but 
< > basic ingredie > | ae Z —_ 
same basic ingredients. | Adams turned this drawback into 
There is the same _ story of 


crack background material. Series 
is sponsored by Dodge dealers, and 
calls for all games of the New York 


romance, of forged checks and a vil- 
lainous plot to get the hero in a} 


ticular show fails to jell. Gold. 


mayne from Chicago almost make an 
incredible bit of literary junk sound 
convincing for the Campagna ‘Grand 
Hotel’ session over the NBC red. 
Two suitors for a girl are handed 


| dling, and far too much commercial 
Ope Ane er chatter. 
BENNY KYTE’S ORCHESTRA ; 
With Jack Baker | Amn Seymeur and Lester Tre- 


Music, Sones 
15 Mins. 
Fridavs, 7 p.m. 
MIDWEST RADIO CORP. 
WXYZ, Detroit 
But for excessive blurbing, ac 
weekly program would be another | as a test of their ability. 
winner. with the popular Benny | Stacks the cards aszinst one of the 
Kyte orch as the headliner. As it is, | suitors who is accompanied on his 
Kyte’s fetching rhythm hardly gets|dunning calls by his platonic girl 
started before there’s another tire- | accomplice. It all winds up with the 
some plug for Midwest radio sets. platonic thing: turning serious and 
On show caught, soloist was Ja-k|the other girl handed over to the 
Baker, tenor, who last year bobbed | unsympathetic guy—which is about 
up as a Bowes ‘amateur’ while still | what she ratc Rigs. 
on station’s payroll. Since that time | Overdrawn characterizations 





of a 


a range tune and a ballad. Pete. | often favored by 
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HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway New York 
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Fred Allen 


AND 


Portland Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight” 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 

WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. EST 
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TAYLOR | 


cent. 

The De Marcos, Broadway’s other 
representatives on Heinz ride, came 
through better than expected. Tony | 
voiced surprisingly well for a 
dancer and tapped a bit. Renee made 


a point about following the music 
|and eliminating conversation while 
stepping—this to wives who com- 


Saturday | 


plain that husbands no longer ‘lead’ | 


| with the skill of courtship days. 


Herald | 


tion in a broadcast originating in 
| London at 1:30 a.m.. Sunday, and 
hitting the blue band at 8:30 p.m., 


| voiced during 
this | three tough accounts each to collect | 
Father | 


jam. In other programs these simple | Gjants Joe Tobin assisted Pre 
. : : iA TI LD, « J Goo. - 5 
situations work out into a solid radio | vious proadeasts have occasionally | 
show for femme appeal, but this par- been marred by lastednieient eee 
« - c se Ale a pi 


Alistair Cooke, London motion pic- 
ture critic. who does a Sunday 
morning transatlantic over the NBC 
blue, was among many _ speakers 
pressed into service for NBC’s cover- 
age of the crisis involving King 
Edward. He gave a good and, of 
course, impartial survey of the situa- 


American time, Saturday, 
stunt over 
has Milton 


Amateur songwriters’ 
WMCA. New York, now 
Weil, Chicago and N. Y. publisher. 
offering to print the works of the 
‘winners.’ Latter refers to the con- 
tributors whose songs get the most | 
votes from listeners over .an indef- 
inite period of time. Complaint 
last Sunday night’s | 
(6) half hour was that the ballots | 
via postcards weren't piling in thick- 


| ly enough. 
Most of the amateur attempts. | 
|which had Jack Berry. Meryl Lee 


‘and Dot and Jack Reed as their vo- | 


| cal 


| 


he’s been warbling in pit at the | Scotchman, en Englishman and two | 
Michivan theatre in addition to |Chinese give the program a chance |jn Brooklyn. 
WXYZ chores. Got over nicely with | for the kind 0° porky 


interpreters. were of the slow 
ballad type. which the average pub- 
lisfer shies away from as he does 
from five-piece tyro band that comes 
seeking a gratis arrangement be- 
cause it’s going to play a club date 
So few of the tunes 


histrionics | aired on this prs@ram have an easy 
radio writers and | ring of reminiscence. 





F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET 


| series 


| 
| 


ROB’T MONTGOMERY, ELISSA 
LANDI 


| With Gene Lockhart, Alma Kreuger 


‘Grand Duchess and The Waiter’ 
LUX 
Monday, 9 p.m. 
WABC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

A lucky break, presumably—since 
it must have been scheduled weeks 
ahead—was the choice of script, 
‘Grand Duchess and the Waiter,” 
which is a fluffy comedy that has 
references to class distinctions when 
royalty falls for commoners. It was 
a theme that was hotter than the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Thin story moved along. with 
enough zip to hold. Two film per- 


sonalities did nicely by their lines 
and support was able. 
Vince Barnett at entre’acte got 
serious about his hoaxing avocation, 
Land, 
‘WHITE FIRES’ 
With Thomas’ Freebairn Sn~th, 
Arthur Delattere, Linda Carrell 
Sustaining 
15 Mins. 


Wed., 8:15 p.m. 
KNX, Hellywood 


Inspiration that burns high in the 
souls of poets is the this 


dramatic quarter hour and others of 
a similar strain to follow. Idea is 
to single out one of the moderns and 
highlight the struggles and travail 
that .burned him into writing the 
particular opus that is selected. 

Rupert Brooke, English poet and 
conscientious objector who died in 
the trenches, was a happy choice for 
the opener, breaking, as it did, on 
Armistice Day. Dramatics were 
built around his “The Soldier’ and 
‘The Dead.’ Production was top- 
notch and considerably heightened 
by expert sound effects. 

Thomas Freebairn Smith, one of 
the Coast’s first string commentators, 


basis of 


was capital as Brooke. Being an 
Englishman he used his accent to 
good effect. Arthur DeLattore ag 


his buddy was also first rate. 
Charles Vanda, CBS program di- 
rector, fostered the idea and lent his 
expert hand to the production. Jon 
Slott did the script. Other poets to 
have their works dramatized in the 
are Ernest Dawson, John 
Masefield, William Butler Yeats, 
Joyce Kilmer and George Santayana, 
Helm, 


GRACIE 
BARRIE 


STARRING IN 
“THE SHOW IS ON” 


PLAYING NATIONAL, BOSTON 
DLE IN NEW YORK SOON 
Excl. Mgt. HERMAN HBEKNIE, 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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DECISIONS 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
Arizona: Southwest Broadcasting Company, Prescott, 
| granted new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 
|100 watts nights, 250 watts days, commish sustaining 
Examiner P. W. Seward; W. P. Stuart, Prescott, denied 


: ; change power 
request for new station to be operated on 1500 ke with tienen 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days, sustaining Examiner CGobecadies 


Seward. 


California: KNX, Columbia Broadcasting System of ated on 





denying application to increase day power from 160 | 
to 250 watts and grant same. 


SET FOR HEARING 


California: KYOS, Merced Star Publishing Ce., Inc.. 
Merced, change frequency from 1040 kc to 1280 ke and 
from 250 watts days 


to 250 watts all 


S. H. Patterson, Denver, new special 
broadcast station on an experimental basis, to be oper- 
1570 ke with 1 kw; 


Mile High 


Radio Corp.., 


California, Los Angeles, granted voluntary assignment Denver, new station to be operated on 1210 ke with 
of license to Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc., on 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 
11050 ke with 50 kw. Florida: WDAE, Tampa Times Co., Tampa. night 
Oregon: H. E. Studebaker, La Grande, application for juice-jump from 1 to 5 kw (to be heard by Broadcast 
|new station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watt Division). ; 
nights, 250 watts days, dismissed at request of ap- IHinois: WSBC, Chicago, boost day power from 100 
plicants. to 250 watts. 

Rhode Island: Bay State Broadcasting Corp., Provi- lowa: Waterloo Daily Courier, Waterloo, new station 

. to be operated on 1420 ke with 190 watts. 


| dence, reinstated on hearing docket and a new hear- 
ling date set in request for new daytime station to 
| be operated on 720 ke with 1 kw, limited time. 


Oregon: Bend Bulletin, Bend, new station to be oper- 
ated on 1310 kc with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 


Tennessee: Ted R. Woodward, Kingsport, denied pe- Pennsylvania: Berks Broadcasting Co., Pottsville, 
4 ( y 5 . * a a . « 

tition to cancel and declare a default in application of new station to be operated on 5890 ke with 250 watt 
Lincoln Memorial University for new station at Mid- daytime only; Fayette Broadcasting Corp., Uniontown 


dlesboro, Ky., to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts. 
Texas: Dorrance D. Roderick, El Paso. granted new 


950 wratt< 
257 watts. 


asking commish to reconsider action after hearing in 


new daytirne station to be 


operated on 1420 ke with 


station to be operated on 1500 kc with 100 watts, com- rennessee: WREC, Memphis, nigh! powe! boost from 
mish sustaining Examiner George H. Hill. 1 to 5 kw: WAPO, W. A. Patterson, Chattanooga, in- 
Utah: KDYL, Salt Lake City, jump power from 1 kw etall new equipment and increase power and time of 
‘to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, on 1290 kc. commish up- operation from 100 watts days to 100 watts nights and 
holding Examiner Seward. 250 watts days. ; 
West Virginia: WPAR, Parkersburg, denied petition Washington: Centralia Broadcasting Corp., Centralia 


new station to be operated on 1440 kc with 1 kw. 


S. K. KUSHNER 
Presents 


Don 
Bestor 


Week Dec. 11 
NIXON-GRAND, PHILA. 












Presented by 


1847 
ROGERS BROS. 


Every Sunday 
at 4:30 p.m. EST 
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German Supreme Court Gives Damages 


Of $400,000 to Phonograph Companies 


Berlin, Dec. 1. all the costs of the case and is also} 

German State-owned radio suf-| obliged to compensate the firms as} 

fered a defeat in the shzpe of a judig- far back as April, 1935, ne 

ment by the high supreme court in| Damages in question set by the| 

Leipzig turning down the verdict as| Supreme court as amounting to 
regards sending gramophone records $400,000. This excludes the costs. 


free of charge through the ether. Pree 





Case has been going on for k econ- 
siderable time, brought up i heen re EDDIE VAN, VET MUSIC 
German gramophone ce é 


against the German radio. In di- i MAN, IN VETS’ HOSPITAL 
rect contrast to the civil courts which 

nixed these claims and allow s the 
radio to use records free of charge 
excépt speeches and lIectures, the 
high court has reversed in favor, of 
the gramophone companies. Addi- 
tionally the German radio must pay 





Palo Alto, 
Editor VARIETY: 
Am 


Calif., Nov. 28. 


writing to you in regards 
about my husbasd, Eddie Van, who 
|for many years was connected ie 


















THE BEST IN MUSIC 


—|the different music publishers 
|New York City, Chicago, Los Ang vias 
and San Francisco. 
| He was formerly with Joe Morris, | 
fe | Kalmer & Puck, T. B. Harms, Rem- | 
= fae | icks, Waterson, Berlin & Snyder, and | 
Did You Mean It? wae | for 11 years manager of Sherman 
* Mm! Clay offices in New York and Chi- 
* mam | cago. He sang over radio and with 
’ eee | bands. 
There $ Frost ie During the war he had a shock | 
me | which caused him to be nervous. He | 
On The Moon would recover for awhile, | but| 
a | worked hard in spite of his nervous- 
° ® | ness; finally, in 1933, he went com- | 
I Love You | pletely 

t C t me Veterans’ Hospital over three years | 
rom 0as @ | here in California, | 
To Coast : The music and theatrical world 

There’s a Silver Moon ie age seme of him. 
On The Golden » a lot he is going through and cheer 

Gate 


fa | him if he finds the theatrical wor Id | 
ce | has not forgotten him. His address 
| 





Militant Group 


| 
insane and has been in the| militant faction scored overwhelm- 


i 


ficers of Local 77, 

ete eration of Musicians. 
m- | may not have forgotten Eddie and | year’s 
| many may wonder what may have| Placed every one of its candidates | 
into office. 
It would probably snap him out of | — went to conservative faction | time low scale for some of its musi- | 
| last year. 


was re-elected president by vote of t| bers in small bands playing nabe | 


| 10 Squawks Filed 


Against CPRS F oem 


Montreal. Dec. 

Around 10 complaints have oie 
lodged against the 1937 schedule of 
fees filed by the Canadian Pe: ‘form- | 
ing Rights Society. CPRS is the col- | 
lection agency in Canada for the | 
American Society of Composers, Au- | 
| thors and Publishers and the British | 
| Performing Rights Society. | 

The tariff embodies what CPRS 
claims should be paid for public per- 
formance of the great volume of | 
music on which it holds copyright. | 
Copyright appeal board met Decem- | 
ber 2 for organization, but dates | 
when hearings will be held were not 
announced 


Most of the complaints against the 
CPRS tariffs are on_ individual | 
counts. but one, from the Musical 


takes 
the 


Protective Society of Canada, 
exception to virtually all of 
items in the tariff 


Sweeps Philly 
Local Election 





Dec. 8. | 
the 


Philadelphia, 

For second successive year, 
ng sweep in annual election of of- 
American Fed- | 
Bettering last | 
group | 


sweep, aggressive 


Three or four minor of- | 


Headed by Americo A. Tomei, who | 


is Eddie Van, Veterans Hospital, | 1092 to 367 over Romeo Cella, | 

e Ward 16, Palo Alto, Calif. for mer president, victorious sate | 

(NEW) oe; Arthur Van Dien, who died in | includes George Greenhalge, re- | 

I'm With You ae 1932. was his cousin. He was con-| elected vice-president; A. Rex Ric- | 

. am | nected with RKO for many years. cardi, re-elected secretary; Charles 
Right or Wrong 4 Mrs. Mart Vv ; Dies Saxton, re-elected assistant secre- | 
/ ce tary: Joseph Bossle, Sr., re-elected 

from ‘Menny-He-Lacky" treasurer; John B. Pinnelli, elecied | 


(NEW) 


Will You ? 


‘Smartest Girl in Town’ @@ | 


L. A. Musicians Set 
Up New Labor Rules. 


| Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 
Local 47, 
Musicians, 


from 














.-merican Federation of | Joseph Levy 
has set up new regula- | 


= —— S| tions covering engagements in film | 


trical transcriptions and records. 
Union musicians playing both pic- 
ture studios and transcontinental ra- 
dio broadcasts are prohibited from 
playing studios on the day of such 
broadcast or rehearsal for same, and 
shall construe and apply each pro- 
gram the same as one picture studio. 
Under new setup, members may 
play one studio and one broadcast in 
any week, excepting they are pro- 
hibited from playing the second en- 
gagement, whichever it may be, after 
earning $77.50 on the first. 
Phonograph recording does not ap- 
ply on member quotas. The amount 
earned on transcriptions and side 
line shall apply against quota of 
$77.50, but such engagements are 
hereafter not to be construed as a 
separate studio engagement, 


PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Organ Grinder’s Swing 
Mr. Ghost Goes to Town 


DUKE ELLINGTON’S 


In a Sentimental Mood 
Solitude 


@ 
RED NORVO’S 


Blues in E Flat 





























Richard Mills, formerly in Chicago 
|for Exclusive Publications, is now 
| headquartering in N. Y. office. 














An Unbeatable Combination : 
Shirley Temple and a Gordon and Revel Score 


That’s what is offered in the forthcoming 20th Century-Fox pro- 
duction, “STOWAWAY.” it features these positive song hits: 


GOODNIGHT MY LOVE 
ONE NEVER KNOWS - DOES ONE? 


and several other songs that are destined to reach the heights. 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. ® 799 7th AVE. * NEW YORK 


—_ 























studios and in the making of elec-| 


i 





sergeant-at-arms over Michael Stas- 
sieri, whom militants supported last 
year but cut this year, and Oscar 
Moldawer, re-elected counsellor. 
| With above officers, following were 
named to executive committee: 
Elmer Ziegler (re-elected) and 
(new ). 

although both Warner 
Bros. and éther theatre. radio and | 
nitery men expected Tomei’s re-| 
election, there is no doubt result is 
bitter medicine to them. Chances of | 
concessions by union in its various 
strikes with them is now much 
more remote. All sides are still 
holding firm, strikes and picketing 
continuing against WB, niteries and 
(it is being threatened) WCAU, 


MUSIC NOTES 


Meanwhile, 











Jack Mills has bought the Ameri- 
can rights to ‘Marinella’ from Fran- 
cois Salabert, Paris publisher, and 
‘Sleepy River,’ from Ascherberg, 
Hopwood & Carew, Ltd., London. 
Latter tune is included in the British 
Lion film, ‘Song of Freedom.’ 





$21 PER UNION TOOTER | 





Last Week’s 25 Best Sellers 





National best sellers in sheet music this past week will be a regu- 
lar chart in Variety every week. The trade will be interested in 
comparing the selling relativity to the most-played-on-the-air tabu- 
lations, shown elsewhere on this page. Song title and publisher of 
the best selling 25 are included; only the title of the song is recorded 
in the air plugs. 


* Indicates filmusical song. Indicates stage sroduction song. The 


others are pops. 





Chapel in the Moonlight...... Gpobee avis Sued ves Sete b es. ee 
*Pennies From Heaven ...... Civ'eo645 4464 04-08 e654 our. de cette 
*T’ll Sing 1,000. Love Songs. -...ccccceceese Nay eee oT) = 
*Way: You Look Tonight 2. cicccccecccsccces Rees cndaee c GEeDDGl 
South Sea Island. Magic......... neds beau Pen ses cde eees serect 
*When Did You Leave Heaven?.ccccccccsccccccsscccsces -rODDINS 
jIt’'s De-Lovely te eoee Séebeveccocsecee Cnappell 
Organ Grinder’s Swing ......cccccece sees taesesccedoonee Exclu 
*I’ve Got You Under My SKin. cccccccssees ececee ececees Chappell 
*Here’s Love In Your Bye ...cccccccccsccccces cSanneeecas Famous 
*One, Two, Button Your Shoe...... eonceseses oe¢eate ees seen 

*A Fine Romance ..........ssccccccccescccce ee e ..- Chappell 
Did You Mean It? .... . uss ciccncasccepeccicegsese eoee Berlin 
*You Turned the Tables on M@...ccccccessecs eccceseees» MOvVietone 
eet: Oe ee So cece win Cceaebonbenes oe j00detdeseciecs ss vet” 
Who Loves You” . Pha ne 6 6ib0055 2040060064608 0004803900 Betta 
*Talking Thru My Heart ..rccccccosssessecs ET EP Tere 
GE Foes bees weeds eu COREE CO ASRSON STAD AOA DONOR CSRS EET 
Peasy tO LOVE occcccccccs Vaimeu beaks ennpanewedesstaeesnds VUeE 
BY, SCR ee ° J. cach ab 6 eU ae 6000560666000. 000 60s OCn 
PRN: RADY, BINS. 5.6.66 OS ie S65 e508 ches 600 60624600 500060 see VIeNORe 
When My Dream Boat Comes In....eeees nd'eceeseeocose « WismArk 
*With Plenty of Money and YOu......sesccees sheusetece aearme, Enc. 
I Want the Whole World to Love YOU.....ceceee er eee Donaldson 
Me and the Moon .Santly 
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IN BALTIMORE JOINTS, 


Baltimore, Dec. 8. | § 
40 has in effect an all- 


FOX TROTS 
Lonesome Guitar 
Running a Temperature 
|kers of $21 weekly per man. That| § ’ Who Said There 9 
scale has been set by union for mem- | Ain t No Santa Claus? 

Poinciana (Bolero) 


Local No. 


beerstubes and obscure joints of sim- | ‘ 
ilar sort. Breaks down to a wage| Oh, Say, Can You 
scale of 75c per hour for the men| ff Swing? 
thus employed, since they work | ‘ In Your Embrace 

, “ur . a 
ig sip! a - to Pope ra ’ RUMBAS 

nion slashe ne scale to that $2 a P , 

level to offset competition on price | Ny! Spic and Spanish 


ered ——- not members in | N Say “Si Si” 
ocal 40. nese non-unionists have 
' 
always worked cheaply here, and | N My Sombrero 
| union in past ignored ‘em. Ni Last of the Rumbas 


Incidentally, Local 40 has varied | 3 50c ea.—Any 5 for $2.25 
scales for all the grades of night} 4 Join our orchestra club 
nooks, with rates predicated in about | FY] 12 numbers a year, $3.00 
same manner as ASCAP licenses are 
scaled in price. Top union scale for 
niteries is $63 per man for local 
band, and $10 more per musikers| 





minimum for out-of-town crew at the | 
class A downtown hotels. 





From The New 
COTTON CLUB 
PARADE 
Four Big Hite! 


“Copper Colored Gal” 


“That’s What You Mean 
to Me” 


L.A. Musicians Biz Rep 
To Be Selected Dec. 21, 


Los Angeles, Dec. 8, 

New business rep of Local 47, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
to succeed Cliff Webster, who re- 
signed to join Consolidated Radio | 
Artists here, will be named Dec. 21. | 

Candidates seeking the job are Ed | 
L. Smith, George Teasdale. H. C.) 
Green, Eddie Sullivan, Dr. Leonard 
Stallcup and Herbert Wilkings. J. A. 





“Alabama Barbecue” 
“Doin’ the Suzi-Q” 
Will Hudson’s Latest 


“The Moon Is Grinning 





Norman E. Campbell named gen- | 
eral manager of Radio Orchestra | 
Corp., to replace Ed Fishman, by 
Ralph S. Peer, prez. George Silver, 
Robert Calvert and Marian Mayon 
now comprise the staff. 





Harold Adamson and Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh assigned to tune ‘Class Proph- 
ecy’ at Universal. 








Migratory Wayne King 


Indianapolis, Dec. 8. 
Wayne King doing a dance date 


| here Sunday revealed that band will 
| take a three-week lay-off and then 


go into an extensive touring cam- 


| paign to let America see the orches- 


| tra. 


| the original 


Spencer, acting business rep, prob- | 
ably will be appointed to his former 
| spot as assistant to the new rep. 


at Me” 





Irving Berlin has completed a nov- 
elty tune, ‘He Ain't Got Rhythm.’ 
Ritz Bros. will warble it in ‘On the 
Avenue’ at 20th-Fox. | 




















Continuing the most amazing hit record of all time, we offer 


“SOMEONE TO CARE 





For many years he has been | 
anchored to Chicago ballrooms and | 
Lady Esther radio program. Latter 
runs to Oct., 1937 

Only three men are missing from 
roster of Kingmen as 


| originally organized. u 


FOR ME” 


FEATURED IN THE NEW UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
“3 SMART GIRLS” 


LEO FEIST, Inc. © 1629 BROADWAY ® NEW YORK 























BILLY HILL’S SENSATIONAL HIT NOW THE NUMBER ONE SONG OF THE NATION 








“IN THE CHAPEL IN THE MOONLIGHT” 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO., 


Inc., MUSIC 


PUBLISHERS, 


LOUIS BERNSTEIN, Pres. 


NOW. IN THEIR NEW QUARTERS — RKO ‘Radio City Music Hall] BLDG. ~ 1270 SIXTH AVE., NEW YORK 
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| Leader, Quizzed on Bribery 
Rumor, Claims MPPA’s Code 
Has Put Him $1,900 in Red 





Leader of a dance unit eumeeuiis 
playing a Times Square hotel was 
quizzed last week by John G. Paine, | 
chairman of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association, about a re- 
port that he had recently obtained 
a $500 loan from a major publisher. 
Inquiry was motivated by a fellow 
pub’s charge that the alleged loan 
constituted a violation of the pledge 


Convict Song ‘Legger 


Newark, Dec. 8. 
Carmillo Lapinto, alias Eddie 
Burke, received a sentence of nine 





months and a fine of $1,000 from} 


Judge Fake in the Federal court last 


week following trial on a charge of | 


distributing bootleg song sheets. The 
prosecution described Lapinto 
one of the biggest promoters of the 
racket in this section of the country. 
Lapinto’s arrest was the sequel to 
a raid conducted by Arthur Hoff- 
man and aides, of the Music Pub- 
lishers Protection Association, on a 
printing plant in New Brunswick 
last summer. Raid netted several 
hundreds of thousands of contra- 
band songsheets and allegedly 
showed through confiscated ledgers 
that Lapinto had them printed and 
distributed by the millions, 


etn rae for the 
“Click” Parade 


I THE WORLD 
IS MINE 


(TONIGHT)” 
“The Gay Desperado” 


as 





From 


“LOST IN MY 
DREAMS ’’ 


From “Sitting on the Moon” 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING — 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING RADIO SC 
NEW YORK 
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6.B. Harms Co. 


Presents 


CLOSE 
TO 











| Definitely, the Big Waltz Hit 


LOVE—WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING TO MY HEART 


* 
T. B. Harms Co., 1250 Sixth Ave. 
RCA Bidg., N. Y. 











| 
|_ROCCO VOCCO, Gen. Mgr. 











Hows 


Greatest Gold Diggers Score 
| (Gold Diggers Lullaby) 


With Plenty of 
Money and You 


| All’s Fair in Love and War 
_ Let’s Put Our Heads 

















Together | 


lishing 
August. 

Questioned, leader denied that he 
had obtained any such loan. He de- 
clared that he had made several ap- 


industry signatured 


proaches in publishing circles but 
found no lenders. The maestro com- 
plained that as a result of the re- 
strictions imposed by the industry 
pledge, he had during his present 
hotel engagement gone $1,900 in the 
red. He had figured to pay for his 
network line and the $3 broadcast 
tax asked by the musicians union 


from the money received from pub- 
lishers for plugging their songs. The 
| leader said that he was ready to take 
|} anything from $5 up, but that he 
couldn’t find any bidders. 

Toward the end of their talk, the 
leader told Paine that he appreci- 
ated what the industry was trying to 
do and that he was ready to co- 
operate. But going honest, he added, 


| 
| 


last | 


still didn’t relieve him of the prob-| 


lem of getting that $1,900 with which 
to pay off the union and the network 
for charges long due. He explained 
that he had contracted for his pres- 
}ent job just two weeks before the 
anti-bribery code went into effect. 
Paine’s Squelcher 

In a circular letter to the trade 
| last week, Paine described as absurd 
| the reports that the Federal Trade 
| Commission had returned unsigned 
| the code of the music publishing in- 


'dustry. The actual fact was, wrote 
| Paine, that the FTC had submitted 
|a code for the industry, but had 


| ‘inserted so many stringent and rigid 
| provisions in the code that the 
| MPPA board turned the document 
| over to Joseph V. McKee, general 
MPPA counsel, 


} 





Most Played on Air 


To familierize the trade with 
the tunes yvaost on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing songs were most piayed on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
Saturday night (Nov, 29- 
Dec. 5). 

Chapel in the Moenlight. 

I'll Sing 1,000 Love Songs. 
I’ve Got You Under My Skin. 
You Turned the Tables on. Me. 
It’s De-Lovely. 

There’s Frost on the Moon. 
Way You Look Tonight. 

Did You Mean It? 

I’m In a Dancing Mood. 
Pennies From Heaven. 

Who Loves You? 

South Sea Island Magic. 

For Sentimental Reasons. 
There’s Love In Your Eye. 
When Did You Leave Heaven? 
Night Is Young. 

Talking Thru My Heart. 
Plenty of Money and You. 
Easy to Love. 

To Mary With Love. 
Someone to Care. 

Midnight Blues. 

Let’s Grow Old Together. 
Dream Boat Comes Home. 
There’s Som®thing in the Air. 














Fed. Ct Upholds 


P. 0. in Barring 


Washington, Dec. 8. 
Government’s first case in tontem- 





for study and report | 


before agreeing to submit it to the) 


Paine asked the publishers to ad- 
| vise their professional men that the 
| FTC code, when it becomes effective, 
| will be far more severe than the 
| anti-bribery pledge now in effect 
that the FTC code will go into activi- 


he oy for consideration.’ 





ties of the publishing business which | 


| are beyond ‘mere matter of exploita- 
| tion.’ 





‘Music Goes ‘Round, 
But Riley and Farley 
Geing Separate Ways 





Dance band partnership of Mike 
Riley and Ed. Farley blew up last 
week as a result of personal differ- 
ences which have been accumulating 
for a long time. Pair remain indi- 
vidually under contract to Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists, Inc., with Riley 
slated to open for Chick Goldman 
at Caliente, West 52nd __ street 
spot, N. Y., tomorrow (Thursday). 
‘Music-Goes-Round’ co-writers had 
been playing the Hickory House 
prior to the split. 

Farley is mustering men for his 
own dance unit. As a duo Riley and 
Farley have an obligation to Decca, 
but Jack Kapp, the ‘recording com- 
pany’s prez, isn’t decided on how he 
will treat the situation. Before join- 
ing Consolidated, Riley-Farley booked 
through the Rockwell-O’Keefe office. 





Chicago, Dec. 8. 


last week on the ‘Music Goes Round’ 
suits which were pending locally, 
with the sum of $8,400 being paid to 
‘Red’ Hodgson and Ernie Palmquist 
in full payment for ail rights on 
royalties for the song. 

| Among the defendants listed by 
| Hodgson and Palmquist were Rock- 
| well-O’Keefe, Inc., Select Publishing, 
} 





Riley and Farley, Victor Records, 
| American Record Co., Decca Rec- 
ords, Columbia Pictures. 


| —— 


Charlie Sherman Hurt 
Seriously; Auto Crash 


| Charlie Shribman, who controls 
Speaking of the Weather and books orchestras, is in the Mor- 
From “Gold Diggers of 1937” || risania hospital, N. Y., in a serious 
From “White “a “a condition as result of injuries Te- 
BLUE EYES | ceived in an automobile aident 
t' early Monday morning (7). He has 
opines. HORSE INN F| been unconscious for 24 hours. 
NOT LIVE WITHOUT Smashup occurred when a truck 
YOUR LOVE hit the car in which Shribman was 
HARMS, Inc, RCA Bldg., N. ¥. § riding, on.a return trip from New 
ROCCO VOCco, ‘Gen. Mgr. || Haven, 
a (a ae ere t He is Mal Hallett’s personal: rep. 


and | 





plated drive to outlaw song sharks 
was supported by the judiciary last | 
week, when Federal District Court | 
here refused to prevent barring of 
Universal Song Service from the 
mails. 

Holding that the fraud order was 
warranted on the evidence, Justice 
Oscar R. Luhring dismissed a suit 
brought by Henry R. Cohen, of Hol- 
lywood, entrepreneur of the song 
service, to restrain the Post Office 
Department from returning to send- 
ers mail addressed to the company. 
This gives the P. O. permission to 
send back all mail impounded dur- 
ing the past three months while the 
case was pending in court. 

Although the matter may still be 
carried to the higher courts, the gov- 
ernment’s victory in the initial 
round encouraged the department to 
| continue its efforts to drive song 
sharks out of business. The Univer- 
sal case was a forerunner of others 
which have been in preparation for 
some months and which probably 
will come to a head in the near fu- 
ture, now that the department's 
right to ban such outfits has re- 
ceived judicial sanction. 

The test case was based on mat- 
ters of procedure, 
counsel attacking the ex parte char- 
acter of the departmental trial and | 





alleging the record provided no evi- 


dence of fraud or deception. The | 


| government contended that Cohen 


Out-of-court settlement was made | 


duped amateur lyricists by mislead- 
ing advertising about the tune mar- 
ket in Hollywood and mulcted gul- 
lible scribblers through his criti- 
cisms of their efforts. Hearing dis- 
closed that Cohen’s standard fee for 
servicing jingles was $50 and that in 
almost every instance Universal 
praised the poems in glowing terms. 


Jap Rep. of BIEM in 
N.Y. Lining Up Clients 


Dr. W. Plage, 














Japanese represent- 


ative of the Bureau Internaciona'e 
Editions Mechanique, service for 
| collecting royalties on phonograph 


in New York 
clients among Amer- 


| records, is currently 


lining up new 


lican publishers. Large number of 
ithe latter have already agreed to 
join the bureau and John G. Pain:, 
chairman of the Music Publisher: 
Protective Association, preparing 
a form of authorization covering the 
agency arrangement 

BIEM alliance is nothing new to 
several major music publishers 
this count It has been collect 
for them in Japan as well as othe: 
countries for years 

Dr. Plage recently visited BIEM 
central office in Paris and due 
back in Japan Dec. 29. 


| Erie Welfgang Korngold is scoring 
j ‘Another Dawn’ at Warners, 


U. From Mails 


with Cohen’s | 


MPPA Nixes Limitation of Film 
~ Cos. on Synchronization Rights 
At Ist Annual Meeting: New Bd 





Following a spirited debate, the! the MPPA’s board. Under the terms 


membership of the Music Publishers | | of the measure a producer would 
‘ sas | have to decid within 60 days 
Protective Association last week!“ —— > 
: whether he wants to use a designated 
turned down a proposal that the pic- |mumber and pay the price agreed 
ture producers be allowed but 60) upon with the copyright owner, 
days in which to accept or reject a Once the deal is okayed and the 
proposition on the synchronization license issued, the producer would 
have to pay the full fee, regardless 


rights to a musical number. Another 


of whether the composition wexe 

measure which was defeated at the/ incorporated into the film Atti- 

same meeting, the first annual on€| tude of the majority of publishers 

held by the reorganized MPPA, in-|on this issue was each publisher 

volved the election of the associa- | should be left to apply his own 

tion’s officers by the membership in- business policies. Particular ly 
| 


stead of by the board of directors as 
| is provided by the by-laws. 

Gathering also elected the board 

of directors to serve through 1937. 

| 

le 


strenuous opposition to the proposal 
came from the firms owned or af- 
filiated with Hollywood studio inter- 
ests. 

Code which the Federal Trade 
Commission has submitted to the 
music industry was also discussed at 
Elliott | the meeting. In addition to approv- 
Shapiro and Johnny O’Connor. | ing the directorate’s report on the 
Board now includes two, Douglas} FTC’s code, the membership voted 
and Mills, who are also on the board | the industry continue to give its con- 
of the American Society: of Com-|solidated support to administration 
posers, Authors and Publishers, It!and support of the pledge against 
had originally been agreed to avoid | plug bribery which went into effect 
any interlocking of officers or direc- | last August. Resolution in which 
tors of the two organizations, but it| this sentiment was embodied also 
was found during the past year that| expressed appreciation for the way 
the ruling was too broad. It banned} the pledge has so far been admin- 


|The new board consists of Jack 
Bregman, Ben Bornstein, Walter 
Douglas, Sam Fox, Edward B. Marks, 


Jack Mills, Lester Santly, 





the representation of firms whose| istered and asserted that such ad- 
heads wanted to speak for them-| ministration had developed a de- 
selves when it came to the conduct! cided change for the good in the 


of the MPPA. 


Proposal on the 60-day idea had 
been submitted in resolution form by 


WB DIVVIES UP 
MUSIC SALES 
POSTS 


general atmosphere of the popular 
music business, 


MOVIETONE "OPI, 
<a 


[ Every Tune a Touchdowm® 
in “Pigskin Parade” 


“‘YouDoThe Darn’dest 
Things, Baby’’ 
“it’s Love I’m After”’ 


“You’re Slightly Terrific” 
“The Balboa” 


j 













Nat Freeling has been assigned to 
handle the general of the 
Move was part of 
of the 


selling operations among Warners’ 
various music publishing firms. 

Under the previous setup Sam 
Serwer had charge of the sheet sales, 
production and promotion of the 
various WB catalogs. His revised 
functions confine him to Harms, Inc., 
and T. B. Harms Co. catalogs. Freel- 
| ing’s concern will be both the cur- 
|rent and the standard phases of the 
Remick catalog. 

Direction of Witmark production | 


sales 
Remick catalog. 
reorganization 


last week’s 





1 Me Oa = 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM.FOX PUBLISHING CO 


{250 SIXTH AVENUE 


le Agents 




















TOPS AGAIN 
From “Cain and Mabel” 


—PLLSING YOU A THOU- 
SAND LOVE SONGS 


Coney Island 


and sales has been allocated to Rich- 
ard Kountz. Witmark firm may go 
| strictly standard after the exploita- 
tion of certain current tunes has 
| been terminated. Policy on this | 
score won't be determined until Ed- 








win H. Morris, v.p. in charge of the 
group, returns from Hollywood in e 
|two weeks. . 
Swing for Sale 
a 


Special ASCAP Board 
Meeting to Hear WB’s 
Squawks on Ratings 


Special meeting of the entire mem- 
| bership of the board of directors of 
the American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers has been 
|called for Jan. 5 to consider the 
grievances of the Warner Bros. pub- | 
lishing firms on the matter of avail- | 
ability ratings. | 

Warner conter that Harms, Inc., 
is deserving of top and exclusive po- 


And New a New, Terrific Song f 


GEE! BUT 
YOU'RE SWELL 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1256 Sixth Avenue 
KCA Bidg., N. Y. 


CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mer. 






































“Bape 
Witmark rns 
| 





The Sensational Ballad 


When My Dream Boat | 


ds 


sition when it comes to determining | 
the value of each publisher's catd-| § Comes Home a 
log. and that the Witmark’s rating in Frem “Here Comes | Carter” 
the availability division is much be- 
low what it should be. Thru the Courtesy of | 
Counsel for ASCAP and the War- | Love 
ners have had several huddles on * 
he controversy and it was decided 7 . 
the latter to present its case at Waltzing with an Angel | 
ird meeting devoted exclusively | 4 My Kingdom for a Kiss | 


t purpose. 


Papa Tree Top Tall 





L. Wolfe Gilbert and Jay Gorney | Bermuda Buggyride 
are rushing their ‘M Prag de vanelre M. WITMARK & SONS | 
to cash in on } icity given Presi- 1230 Sixth Avenue 
dent Roosevelt peace mission. Gil- KCA Bidg 


bert also Anglicizing French score of , 
‘Escadrille’ for Radio 


CHARLIE 


a De wa 
WARKEN, Prof. Mer. | 
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Joon & Eddie's Matinees with 6 Acts 
For $200—It 


| 
& Eddie’s West 52d street | 


Leon 
nitery (N. Y.) is bidding for day- 
dime biz with six acts of vaudeville | 
with $1 luncheon. Cost of the six 
acts comes to $200-$225. They’re 
charged fortnightly 
mostly club acts or those playing the 
hinterland vaude nabes. The date is 
represented as a ‘showing’ opportu- 
nity. 

When the ‘yellow peril’ ruled 
Broadway during the depresh, the 
chowmeineries gave more or less full 
shows with their table d@hote 65c and 
85c luncheons, working the night 
acts during the lunch also. 
Leon & Eddie’s regular night show 
differs entirely in personnel and 
quality. 

Former. $1 luncheon 
ithe music was always there—aver- 
aged 60 to 90 luncheons week-days 
and around 200-225 Saturdays. On 
the first week’s show try the lunch- 
eons have ranged 120-135 week-days 
and hit 380 luncheon checks Satur- 


session 


.day (5). 


PEYTON APPLIES FOR 
PARDON AFTER 9 MOS. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
Eddie Peyton, band leader and nite 
club owner here, has begun a new 


campaign to get out of the work- | 


house, to which he was sentenced to 
a one-to-three-year term last March 
for slugging a customer 
argument. His application for a 
pardon has been listed for hearing 
by the Board of Pardons in Harris- 
burg Dec. 17, at which time he will 
have served nine months. 

Less than two months ago Peyton’s | 
plea for parole on the grounds that | 
he had just become a father was| 
turned down here by two judges. 

Since his imprisonment, 
nitery on the Stubenville Pike has 
been idle except for a brief and un- 
profitable flurry this 
owners of downtown Plaza cafe. 


Pritchard and Lord Sail 
For Monte Carlo, London 


Ann Pritchard and Jack Lord sail 
Saturday (12) for Monte Carlo for 
four weeks at the Hotel de Paris 
there, opening Dec. 22. On conclu- 
sion of this date, the team goes to 
the Savoy hotel, London. 

Frank Belmont agented. 


African Vieds 


Johannesburg, Nov 19. 
Empire ‘theatre’ continues with 
vaudeville. Senator Murphy and 
Dave Seed, assisted by Jack. Janis 














and Lillian White, are U. S. vauders 


on the bill. 

Others on the bill are Rudy Starita 
and his marimba orchestra and the 
Four Ortons. 


SNAKE STORY 


No Fish This : Atleast 
Rescued From Python's Grip 
Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 8. 
Hazel Ariel, playing the Virginia, 
Danville, in a vaudeville act, last 
week found out how it is to feel the 
coils of a python around her throat. 
The girl appeared with the seven- 
foot reptile to do a dance. The 
snake. was muzzled because, while 
not poisonous, ‘its fangs can-‘lacerate 
the flesh. It had been purchased 
two weeks 
Sirange. 
The heavy coil shuffled suddenly 
and was around her neck in a trice. 
The audience 


heard the girl gasp, 
‘He’s got me.’ She motioned to the 
wings and the curiain came down 


Siage hands and other performers, | * 


hidden from the audience. engaged 
in a rough and tumble fight with 


the lashing python. 
coiled it. 


HEATER STARTS FIRE 


; St. Louis, Dec. 8. 

Heating device in Green Lantern 
Inn, St. Louis County nitery, started | 
fire last week that caused $2,000 loss. 

Fire started at time 
Patrons were in piace. 
mann, owner 


and constitute | 


dansants— 


during an| 


Peyton’s | 


summer by | 


Ariel | 


before and was. still | 


They finally un- 


when no} 
Ernest Schu- | 


enAa ee eel" 8 SL es ae as a RRA RA RAR RS SEELEY, 


‘No Special New Year's Eve Shows 
By RKO or Loew's This Year: Too 


9 . 
Much Trouble, Plus Union Angle 
Senior member of the team 
| That’s All Cherry § Sis. Can Play— | 


has his partner under contract + 
Too Busy Doing Guard Duty 


at $15 per week. He pockets DE MARCOS WOULD VACASH. 


the difference besides his own 
relief check. oD eRe 








High Finance 





A two-man act is listed on the 
Federal Theatre Project roles 
in New York at $23.95 each 


‘6 ° b 
sa Showing Date 3 
per week, but the inside on the 


+ || distribution of the salary evi- 


cences a new high in business 
WEEK AT A TIME 


eS 








| 
| Cedar Rapids, 





There'll be few special New 
Year’s Eve jobs for acts in the New 
Dancers Feel They Need Rest After York theatres this year, RKO and 

Four Years at Plaza | Loew’s being determined not to spot 


+ cnieiadae stage shows for the one night in the 
WB CAN | CE Tony and Renee DeMarco are de-| Picture houses. Both circuits claim 
sirous of bowing out of the Persian | 't is too much of a bother for the 

speci l 


Room of the Hotel Plaza. N. Y.,| Small profit possibl 
ttered 


where thev've been for four vears In the past RKO booked eclAa 

almo vithout interruption. save for shows for nearly a dozen scatt 

the seaso! pses, first with Emi] | houses in the Metropolitan area. 
ad ici ha ALi St Will 4 


Dec. 8. 

About every so often when news is 
scarce, the Cherry Sisters are good 
for a wheeze. Last week they broke 
into print again when they came to 
|} town from their farm home, near 
| Marion to report that vandals have 
been stealing wood from their place 
and that they are guarding their 40 
acres with a shot gun. 











Addie and Effie. when asked if Coleman's music, latterly with Eddy | “©&W § confined its shows to three 
they had any vaude engagements in Duchin’s orche or four of the outlying — 
] U 9] \ a] ry < ) ig } 
sight, replied they could only get | Tony DeMarco says he needs ms Bi A ra Mo Bae nan h 
: . lstage s vas $1.5 hous 
away from their vigil for a week | ® rest. When insisting upon working | S48€ Shows was $1.50 top. though 
at > few of the acts got more than- $50 
at a time. only once nightly, for supper, the : 
Fe en ee Tear, : . for the night’s work 


—_—_—— act was cut from around $1.700 to . 
, : Current picketing campaign by the 


| $1,300. Plaza management now hiectee Maladie of Mriminiad 
| j J : “oO ye ° = - -deratlo ) ViUusS jans 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. wants to reinstate the old figure, but sinh -dinaielocaes Federation ot nite 
ability to get suite attractions » dancers prefer the vacash idea. | ‘ : ‘ 
Inability to get suitable attractions | the dancers prefer the vacash idea | may have something to do with the 


at the right price may force Stanley, | nix on the New Year's shows. Doubt- 


Warners’ deluxer, into policy of only ful whether the musicians Local 802 
V & y IN LOOP occasional shows. House went back | 
e . 


in N. Y. would grant permission for 
the use of pit crews for just the one 
) ntatio y 3, after three ‘ 
to presentations Nov."29, 8 . night when it is makin deter- 


months of bickering with musicians 


but has 


mined fight for the return of 
manent stage shows. For cne thing, 
the special stage performances would 
necessarily mean the temporary -halt 
of picketing of some of theeformer 
| vaude filmers in the city. 


per- 
been experiencing trouble 
Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Veloz and Yolanda go into the 
Balaban & Katz Chicago for two} 
weeks starting Dee. 29 to fulfill a 
contract which was signatured last 
year. 

Deal calls for $8,000 a week net. 
highest salary ever paid to a dance} 


ONE VAUDE WK. 


‘|! lining up names. 

Harry Kalmine, WB zone manager, | 
and his assistant, C. J. Latta, spent | 
several days in New York last week, | Eddie Cantor drew $23,900 for | 
| but fact that WB has only a couple | himself and his six-person unit fol 


of weeks of time ‘to offer is making | six days at the RKO, Boston, last | WOLFSON GOES M C A 


it tough on the local situation. week. It was the highest salary ever | 


Foe. ce wml ceiban aap 7 It wasn’t until over the weekend | paid for a variety stage engagement. | AS EUROPEAN REP 
pege CA caliente, pee | that a show was set to open Friday| Cantor exceeded his guarantee | 
he Sib Py ’s R , Vz ’s ‘Varieties.’ ! fieure ($15.000) bv arly $9.000 in|} 

Following the B.&K. date team (11). Its Rudy illee’s arieties,’ | figure ($15,000) by nearly $ 





Maurice, Kraus- 








Casino’s 4 Bands 








Jack Denny orchestra follows the | Screen accompaniment. After that | gross. Lou Wolfson of the William More 
current Little Jack Little band on | Ethel Waters brings in her all-col- peg | ris agency has severed his connece 
—_—_—____—_——- to follow. ‘Swim Tears Loses | He will. work with the MCA offices 
‘Scandals’ is being offered at $10.- | t lin this country for a couple of 
Injunction Suit Vs 
‘HENDERSON SETTLES Norman Carroll's ‘Mardi Gras’ unit nyuACciuON I 4 'co-head the European activities for. 
MONTREAL AL UNION TIFF. also a possibility. MCA with Earl Bailey. 
| —_— | New York office, and then a month 
| . . ° 
Montreal, Dec. 8. k | Eleanor Holm Jarrett from appear- | and will sail for Europe sometime 
Bert- Henderson, international vice- For Theatre Wee |ing professionally, except mailer’ 
Cleveland, Dec. 8. management, Wolfson was due to go abroad for 
After 10 weeks on the road for | »r and Fred Waible of National | the Morris office shortly but couldn't 
tion of Musicians, left for New York | Snyder an re ible Ol 
| Saturday (5) after having settled the | bringing back his vaude unit Dec. 31 | },-¢ week by N. Y. Supreme Court| terms. 
to Dave Marmorstein’s Circle for its Justice Louis A. Valente. Court held | - 
sea i Girl show produced for Great | rett entered into an oral agreeme nt|liam Morris, Jr., and Abe Lastfogel 
| manns and the Embassy cabarets. | Lakes Expo ran at old French Casino | lto join their outfit was insufficient | fer an important spot in the Morris 
tracts dre signéd for 12 months as| the road, but the original has been | of suit for permanent injunction and ‘around the country and abroad as 
from October 1. This protects the | T@vamped en route. Donaldson Four- | qamages ry be fixed by the court. (a buildup. That Wolfson had his 
the tourist season, which opens here | left in company of 30 carrying its| that the swim star last October, pee of the Foster azency created the 
about May. own stage band. Additions consist of | through ‘her personal agent, Mark | schism with the Morris office’s Lon- 
’ force the resignation | : 
of Stewart Dunlop Seodtdant 24 Lo- | Bros., Four Camerons and Arbutus. several other Olympic stars in over to MCA. ~ 
eight weeks’ tour of the sotualty MCA, after Some opposition in 
| another show for June Carr and 
tagged ‘Mexicana.’ tion Mrs. Jarrett made, the plain-| booking liccnse.. Earl A. Baily is 
tiffs claimed, was that only the best|.in charge and Wolfson will be asso- 
? Ppt 
N. . - Par s Bands | country would be signed up by the| commission all ever Europe and 
Chicago, Dec. 8. With Glenn Gray’s Casa Loma or- | plaintiffs. Under the agreement Mrs. | America. 


returns to Palmer House | which will have ‘Jungle Princess’ for | splitting 50-50 with the house on the Chicago, Dec. 8. 
the rostrum. |ored unit Dec. 18, but nothing is set tions to join Music’ Corp. of America. 
000, but house figures that’s too stiff. |months and then go to London to 
| Im J 
j 
Eleanor Ho m arrel Wolfson will spend a month in the 
‘Nuit’ Back in Cleve. Temporary injunction to stop|apiece in Chicago and Los Angeles, 
next March with Jules C. Stein. 
president of the American Federa-’ | their was denied Sam | 
‘Folies de Nuit,’ Mike Speciale is | Professional Swimming Tours, Inc.,| get together with Harry Foster on 
| dispute here between orchestras at : 
theatre bow in town where it started. | that evidence showing that Mrs. Jar-| Wolfson had been groomed by Wil- 
All orchestras are retained and con-| here three months before going 0M | 14 warrant a stop order pending trial | organization, having been sent 
hiteries from union trouble during | S°™€ and .Toto are the only veterans | = pjaintiffs are suing on the ground |own ideas on booking foreign talent 
Attempt to | Johnny Lee and Three Lees, Andrini Hanna, agreed orally to join up w in don affiliate, and prompted the shift 
cal 406, was dropped | Speciale is in New York lining up 
¥ ae F beginning Dec. 1. The only stipula-| London, “recently got its British 
swimmers. male and female, in the| ciated with him but on a- roving 
is the first act set chestra booked for a repeat engaze- | Jarrett was to receive $1,250 a week,| Dick Henry remains in charge of 





Calgary Bros. 


| ment at the Paramount, N. Y., the | or 12% of the profits.- — | Morris’ foreign bookings. 
| for the new International Casino, | house may also bring back Louis bers sing the injunction motion, | pee reeeneinntmemetesioe » 
| opening in New York sometime in| Armstrong and Guy Lombardo bands | Mrs. Jarrett denied entering into any PR A. 
| February. |after the first of the year. | agreement, write n or orally. v onl ares § Snill 

Casino will top all orchestra setups| The’ Casa Loma band, which in- | the plaintiffs and deciared Hann a | : 
with four bands; one at the entrance | augurated pit shows at the. N.. Y.| had no authority to sign without her| 
hall, one in the cocktail room and { Par ‘last Xmas day, comes in for this consent, which she says she never Chicarco. Dee. &. 
two in the Casino’ proper. Music | Christmas and New Year's with ‘Col- | gave. She plans a vaude tour with Faith Bacon fel! into a glass pedes- 
Corp. of America is booking. lege Holiday’ (Par). ; | her husband, Art Jarrett. tal on the opening show Saturday 





| (5) at the Siate-Lake 

A LY her leg severely. 

Sead Mas She is out of the show, 
| ard repayene: 


‘ Wm. Joy 24 Fatality 
Of Pitts. Auto Crash 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
24, piano player with 


here and cut 


* * Git 
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William Joy, 


we PRE ONT: 


| of 
o 4 i@ e is Al Turner’s orchesira at Bachelors 
. " - ; ‘4 Club, died lest week of injuries re# 
~ nnil \ ¢ | Sail y |] EQOEE * 9 | ccived in an auto crash in which an- 
oe fi. other man was killed the morning 
4 , | after Thanksgiving. Joy hung on for 
| t ,» 4/2 hours at Mercy hospiial, but never 
z aA egained consciousness. He had a 
| ws fractured sl:ull 
> 9m > ; ILO 70 fd Lat Oiher victim was William Norvell, 
To Be f ublis hed Late im De cem be l c® ‘olored dancer at same spot, who 
hig was dead when bystanders reached 
- {. ihe scene of the collision. Norvell 
“e vas driving Joy home early in the 
gm morning after the close of business 
e i a f. at the Bachelors Club and ran into 
| Reservations May Be Sent to Any Variety Office Ws | the back of w street car. 
‘it 


Columbus, Dee. &. 
Bobby Fergusen and Charles Gish, 
| female impersonators, playing at the 
| Ballyhoo, local nite club, were serie, 
ously injured Wednesday (2) in e@ 
auto crash east of here. 
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Balto Union to Continue ‘Striking 
Century Musicians on Pay Indef 





Baltimore, Dec. 8. 
Oscar Appel, prez of Local 40, 
went to New York last week and, 
after huddling with execs of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 


returned to announce that the 12 
men who used to play in the pit at 
the erstwhile vaudefilm Loew’s|} 
Century will continue to draw| 





‘strike’ salaries (half scale) ‘indefi- | 
nitely.’ Musicians, who have been 
out of Century trench since the 


Loew house went straight films on | 
Sept. 4, have, since that date, been 
drawing half their former scale of 
$75 per man, with Local 40 paying 
off. The men have, however, been 
restrained by the union from taking 
jobs elsewhere. 

Though Appel says he cannot pre- 
dict how long ‘indefinitely’ will be, 
it may continue till next Labor Day, 
unless the union and Loew’s can be- 
come reconciled. Already Local 40, 
with the approval of the national 
body, has paid the former Century 
pitmen ‘strike’ wages longer than 
any musical union in country has 
ever paid members out of a theatre 
and booked by the union on similar 
status. 

Though the Century gave due no- 
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Fer Solid Booking in England 
Till April, 1937 
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tice to its musicians before dropping 
vaude, and in no way broke its con- 
tract, the union continues to classify 
house as ‘unfair.’ On one occasion 
at least overture was made to booth 





operators and stagehands that these 
employees walk out, but both groups 
nixed. 


As matters stand, the Loew Spot 
does not seem particularly inter-| 
ested in getting together with the | 


union. Theatre made several offers, | 
best of which was proffered about 
a month ago when house was willing 
to guarantee pitmen 20 weeks of 
work on an occasional stageshow 
policy before next September. Union 


declined to negotiate on that basis. 


Cleve. Mayfair 
Brings $6,500 
At Bkptcy. Sale 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 

Mayfair Casino, reputed to have 
cost $250,000 originally, went through 
a bankruptcy court sale Monday (7) 
and came out of it sold to a new 
combine for the surprisingly low 
amount of $6,500. 

Buyer was the Euclid Casino, Inc., 
which supposedly consists of most of 
the old Mayfair’s stockholders, Chief 
one is said to be Nate Weissenberg, 
whose $50,000 interest in the venture 
‘was protected by a chattel mortgage. 

Order of sale drawn up by Harry 
H. Rose, receiver, included secured 
liens totaling $75,600 and general 


lis still being nurtured, but, unfortu- 


| comedy 


New Acts 


OSHINS and LESSY 
Comedy, Piano 

7 Mins. 

Club Caliente, N. Y. 


Julie Oshins and Benny Lessy ap- 





parently have been around. Their | 


antecedents include the Catskill Mt. 
life-of-the-party jernts on 
borscht circuit, minor niteries, et al. 
It evidences fulsomely that, appar- 
ently, there’s a substrata of show 
business where talent in the embryo 


the | 


UNIT REVIEWS _ 


<=, 





FUN MARCHES ON 


(Olsen & Johnson) 
(ORPHEUM, M’PLIS) 
Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 
| ‘Fun Marches on’ is typical Olsen- 
Johnson entertainment—insane, noisy 


needs considerable polishing and im- 
provement before it will measure up 
in talent, spontaneity and all-around 


and rough. In its third week, it still | 


dance number by the line, ‘Poet and 
Peasant’ in rhythm, with the girls ; 
black silk pajamas and wearing ton 
hats. The show winds up with last 
season’s burlesque of a Major Bowes’ 
amateur broadcast, some of the busi. 
ness being new. 


The feature is “Smartest Girl in 
Town’ and the screen also offers 
Pathe News, a Dionne color short 
and an RKO comedy. Lots of enter. 





worth to some of the madcap comics’ 
previous contributions. 





nately, it’s a bit of a problem to un- 
earth ’em from their cultivating 
grounds. 
practical show biz reasons, the most 
important being the obvious neces- 
sity for any and all acts of this type 
to keep working, regardless. 

When finally they hit a West 52d 
street showcase, it’s still a hazard if 
somebody’ll go for ’em. Oshins and 
Lessy, with their strong sense of 
values, merit that sort of 
attention. But what their immediate 
future may be is in the lap of the 
gods. 


Their flair for exaggerated Russo- | 


American comedy hoke with limey 
fol-de-rol is worthy of top attention. 
Denatured a bit, edited down to side- 
step the unnecessary indigo catch- 
lines, spruced up in a smarter set of 


That’s due to a number of | 


ments that Olsen-Johnson 
mand and_ undoubtedly 
whipped into better shape. 
| Of course, there’s no 
boisterous belly laughs 
needless to say, the show 
| be any candidate for any Nobel re- 
finement prize if there were any 
such animal. The fun lunatics work 
| as hard 
| and again dominate the stage activi- 
ties. 
| stick comedy business and their gags 
| are largely familiar, which, no doubt, 
is how the audience would have it. 
A number of ideas from the pair’s 
other shows have been incorporated 
into this revelry, but the line of 16 
girls and their dance numbers, sev- 
eral specialty performers and other 


will be 


dearth of 
and, it’s 


dinner jackets and props, they would | principals, and some of the skits and 


have lots on the ball for almost any | Patter are new. 


nitery. The stage limitations are ob- 
vious, but that will come. 

Their intime and well-developed 
manner of clowning commends them 
highly. Abel. 


GALI GALI 
Magic 

12 Mins.; One 
State, N. Y. 

Egyptian sleight-of-hand worker 
presents a very entertaining turn. 
Doesn’t do many tricks, but all of 
them expertly. Especially the gag 
akin to the shell-game, working with 
three cups and producing chicks 
from corks, and vice versa. 

Also has a nice card trick and a 
different money-changing stunt, 
drawing them out to fill the 12 min- 
utes’ running time, but never allow- 
ing himself to lag. Dressed as an 
Egyptian, for all anybody knows 
who has never been to Egypt, but 





claims amounting to $202,000. Fix- 
tures, merchandise, good will and ac- 
counts receivable came to $23,175. 
Only free assets sold for benefit of 
general creditors were food and 
liquors valued at $4,499. 
Sale confirmed by Carl D. Frie- 
bolin, referee in bankruptcy, wipes 
out approximately $235,000 in gen- 
eral claims, but new owners will 
have to assume $75,000 in valid liens 
against the theatre-cabaret. MCA’s 
40-week contract to supply name 
bands was automatically cancelled 
by bankruptcy action. 
Opened by Harry Propper, who 
resigned three weeks ago, the Casino 
is not making any definite change of 
policy until after holidays. Xavier 
Cugat’s orchestra is in for the cur- 
rent week, with revue consisting of 
Jackie Green, Olive White, Karre 
Lebaron Trio and Francis Allis 
Dancers. 
Benny Rubin and George Hamii- 
ton’s band are opening Friday (11), 
doubling in revue for Variety Club, 
which has taken over entire house 
for its annual banquet-bail. 
Proposed deal with French Casino, 
Inc., of New York, went cold two 
weeks ago. 
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swing style that apparently sends the 


Around,’ 


speaks with little trace of an accent, 
and therefore easily understandable 
in his slight efforts at comedy. 

In the deuce at the State on 
Broadway and over easily. A cinch 
for the niteries from whence he hails 
in the first place. He’s been at the 
Club Versailles, N. Y., for months. 

Scho, 


Night Club Reviews 











HICKORY HOUSE, N.Y. 





(Continued from page 42) 


opened with their music racks in 
front of them. 

Music racks don’t look good in 
front of a small swing combo. 
Whether or no the boys actually 
refer to the orchestrations on them, 
they destroy the illusion of spon- 
taneity and extemporaneous lettings- 
go that’s supposed to be the gist of 
swing. But no doubt those racks 
are there only until The Three T’s 
(and their piano, bass and traps 
augmentation) get used to each other 
and themselves as a unit. In the 
meanwhile, the solo stuff is mighty 
pretty, and the ensemble beginning 
to take shape. The Three T’s col- 
lege boys draw listen properly idol- 
atrous and shining-eyed, their car- 
riage trade bewildered but yearning 
to understand, while the Hickory 
House’s own home. folks are good 
and happy because it’s good, and 
loud. Ager, 


CALIENTE 


(NEW YORK) 

Chick Goldman’s Club Caliente on 
the south side of West 52d street is | 
one of the hotcha spots in ‘America’s | 
Montmartre.’ It’s a throwback to/| 
the pre-repeal hot boxes, but the | 
moderate tariffs and’ the zippy 
make it obviously 
now. 

The tempo is sizzling, the drinks 
low, no couvert, no minimum, lots | 
of value for the money, and as re- | 
sult the clientele is steady. 

That joints of this type can only | 
get talent on the principal they’re 
showing’ explains the economic | 
whyfore of the overhead. The lesser | 
specialties don’t matter; a tapster or 
a coon-shouter is worth 50 bucks 
average for the weekly grind. 
But teams like Julie Oshins and. 
Benny Lessy (New Acts) can’t stay | 
in this groove forever. Somebody 
will ‘discover’ them one day, for im- 
portant company. Irving Ross is a 
tenor-m.c. who, with time and polish, 
should graduate into faster tracks. 
Gail Lee is a tapster fresh out of 
the dancing academy who clicks and 
Elsie Gilbert trucks and susie-Q’s in 
accepted manner, while coon-shout- 
ing and blues-singing Johnny Powelk 
who toots a mean horn. gets off in 


pace | 
good stuff even! 


customer. 


Mike (Ri ‘ley 
— ike (Riley and) Farley 


Musie Goes ’Round and | 








, remember?) opens this} 
week his own combo, Abel, | 


There is one flash 
| production number. 
| The feminine contingent, labeled 
| Olechics and recruited in Hollywood 
along with the rest of the show, are 
passable lookers and fairly good 
dancers. Their tap and other rou- 
tines are pretty much along conven- 
tional lines, but reflect good drilling. 
Those figuring in the merriment 
and singing and dancing, in addition 
| to the stars, are the veteran comic, 
Roy Cummings, who is given piti- 
| fully little to do; Ole Olsen, Jr., and 
| George Sidney, tried-and-true 
stooges and accomplices in lunacy, 
| without which no Olsen-Johnson 
show would be complete; Jack 
Cavanaugh, who spins ropes with 
startling skill during a pretentious 
flash western number that has the 
girls twirling ribbons and bedecked 
as cowboys and Indians; Nolan 
Willis, a youthful, personable singer; 
Hector and his Pals, always pleasing 
dog act; the Pierce Sisters, four 
dusky and hefty singers and dancers 
who land high in the applause 
column; the six Hollywood Co-Eds, 
whose acrobatic and contortionistic 
| dancing and stunts rate above par, 
| and Ruth Faber, good-looking lead- 
j ing lady. 
A screen trailer again éatroduces 








the show with flashes of Hitler and | 


| Mussolini acclaiming the merits of 
the entertainment in dubbed-in Yid- 
| dish and Negro dialect, respectively. 
| Then the girls parade across the 
stage with zany banners, whereupon 
Olsen & Johnson themselves start 
their round of indelicacies and riot- 
ous nonsecalities in the desert with 
an auto-trailer. 

There’s the old returning soldier 
bit, with the other fellow in the 
woman’s bed and then Olsen gets 
into his strong m.c. stride, introduc- 
ing the specialty acts. The Hector 
pups work with a large prop tree as 
stage decoration—a typical Olsen- 
Johnson touch that cops laughs. The 
cowboy-Indian number follows and 
then more familiar comedy, Un- 
orthodox Moments in History, with a 
few new touches such as Johnson 
heard behind the curtain shouting, 
‘Open that door,’ and the curtain 
parting to reveal him outside one of 
those backyard buildings that the 
late Chic Sale helped to make 
famous. 

A new comedy scene has ‘costumes 
from General Electric’ and‘ the per- 
formers bedecked ‘with kitchen 
equipment and Johnson making 
wisecracks from a stage box. The 
Six Hollywood Co-Eds do their act | 
featured by somersaults and hand- | 
springs. The four Pierce sisters’ | 
Singing and truckin’ precede a swell | 





But it pos- | 
sesses most of the component ele- | 
fans de-| 


wouldn't | 


and as effectively as ever | 


Their antics, capers and slap- | 


tainment for 55c. top. Rees. 
MIDNIGHT REVELS 
(ORPHEUM, L* ) 
Li c 6. 
Two better than a. ymedy 
acts, for the Cushman \ type 
units, make Glen Dale. “Midnight 


| Revels’ a pleaser. Fun backbone ig 
|comprised of the duo, Morosco and 
|Hayden, and the foursome, The 
Grandt Family. Dale has relegated 
| himself to the role of m.c. except for 
{one short interlude, where he refers 
| to his past in the B’way show, ‘Rose- 
| Marie’ and comes forth with ‘Falling 
in Love With Someone.’ 

Production is, of course, on small 
scale, but the one drop is in good 
taste and all costuming is smart, 
clean, and neat in appearance—even 
to the rube act, minus the smartness, 
Augmented band put in good licks, 
although not being allowed to stand 
|on its own except in the opening for 





a few moments. 
Beginning with dancing by Bob 
| Shutta, flanked on either side by 


| Mary Guinn and Shirley Kent, the 
opus gets away cleanly with a nice 
flash. Hard on the heels of a good 
hoofing session, George LaTour, jug- 
gler, uses Indian clubs, billiard cues, 
and a rickety assembly which ine 
cludes a glass of water to add to the 
suspense. LaTour is okay, the typical 
opener for a vaude show of the old 
school. 

First portion of the Grant rube- 
| ology is inserted here. Consists of 
(Continued on page 45) 
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TOMMY 


Special Material by MILT FRANCIS 


LYMAN 





Bill Farnsworth, N, Y., Eve 
Journal said:—You can have 
your Vallees, Downeys, Crosbys, 
give us Tommy Lyman.’ 


Kd Sullivan, N. Y. Daily News 
said:—‘Tommy Lyman who can 
sing a song better than any of 
‘em.’ 





CHESAPEAKE HOUSE, 41st 


at Park Ave., NEW YORK 
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Cookie Bowers MINNEAPOLIS  SERRATAAM [srverd Bo; 
$ Lang Sis ’ Orpheum (4) Palace i \ Sevena 
Chu em. —- Olsen & Johnson Darmora Ballet |; Vann & Kent 
Fats waner va ROCHESTER Jan Zalski Tapps & Tempo 
CINCINNATI Palace (11) Serge Krish Bd Sen Ralfini Bd 
Shubert (11) Rinaldo 7 aps 4 
Lum & Abner — (4) 
(4) . | 
Rinaldo ~ . 
H’wood Hotel Rev : . ‘ 
CLEVELAND SCHENECTADY ovincia 
Palace (11) Keith’s (10-12) 
Fais Waller Orc Shooting High 
Week of Dec. 7 ; 
Loew ABERDEEN | Maudie Edwards 
Tivoli Moyson Sis 
a A er te Co GLASGOW 
arce i€ i s | . suc 
z a. i + ow. . } Pavilion 
NEW YORK CITY | Art Jarrett ao Howard | ‘Sindbad the Sailor’ 
, Marty ay sene Morelle | Dave Willis 
State (11) Songwriters Parade | Kenyon & Fewing l cue an 
2 Daveys WASHINGTON Lydia Diaz & Ptor Peggy Stamula 
Moore & Revel Capitel (il) peng + Apne Kdna Thompson 
Eleanor Holm Dave Apollon Rev . wew Victoria Dick Tubt 
6 Clevette Gls ad 
Harry Holmes LEITH 
Vardell 4 Capitol p 
Paramount camprer =| 2st, halt (7-0) 
Capitol eS ass $ 
‘Song Hits of Shows’ | 2d half (10-12) 
Marie Burke Loraine & Ptm 
. : Trevor Watkins LIVERPOOL 
NEW YORK CITY | Rex Weber Dillwyn Thomas Shakspeare 
Paramount (9) | Amon 6 Arne. Mastersingers Benny Leven 
Art Shaw Bd | [Ty EDINBURGH Hope & Lang 
Jane Cooper Michigan (11) Regent Aristocrats 
Modernaires | Britton Ore Ist half (7-9) Hilda Heath 
Al Bernie Keon ; Loraine & Ptnr Nicol & Martin 
Peg LaCentra } 3 &. ‘lair : 2d half (10-12) Cleefe, Berg & C 
ALBUQUERQUE | =eaning & Mitzi Joe Boys Ted Joyce Bad 
Rocemeun (15-16) | EL PASO Royal MANCHESTER 
Sally Rand Co Paramount (12-138) | Frank Randle Palace 
ee en ee 18) | Sally Rand Co | Bruce Merry] Turner Layton 
arameount§ (17- . . |W C Barns Leon & Lucette 
. MONTREAL | ‘ 
‘ . | yn § ‘ I < 
Sally eee Loew’s (12) | De nald Stuart Mit 
Metropolitan (11) | Count Bernivici Co | 
Francis Lederer SPRINGFIELD | e 
King’s Scandals U Paramount (11) Cab t Bill 
BUFFALO Mardi Gras Rev are 1 S 
Buffale (11) TORONTO 
Major Bowes Co Shea’s Hipp (11) 
CHICAGO Glorified Follies Ww OR 
Chieage (11) w= ~— TYLER... -—WE 
Harold Barnes Paramount (11-12) Y K CITY 
Howard Nichois Weaver Bros & E C« Bill's Gay 90's French Casino 
Jerry White ‘Folies D'Amour’ 
Paul Davin Anne Lise 
Fred Bishop Elly Ardelty 
eae arner aoe PClus Wicke Ballet Bodenwiser 
Rudy Madison Barry & Reatrice 
Will Ward Ibolyka Zilzer 








Bernie Grover 


PITTSBURGH | WASHINGTON Joseph R« Howard 
; | Earle (11) Spike Harrison 
s : 
tanley (11) Leon Erroll’s Co Jack West 
Rudy Vallee's Co (4) Lea Barbery 
Andressens Ethel Gilbert 
(4) Buster Shaver Co Black Cat 
Folies Parisienne Clyde Lucas Orc pes ” 


Kitten Korus 

Al & Toni Cortez 
Blondie Scott 
Evelyn Oliver 
Amanda Randolph 
Jimmy Tiomas 





Independent 





— Maxie Arnstrong 
1 . : / Spec 
m tha —— ™ 2 Samuels sel Dar iels 
ate Take (12) Harriet Haves por. > eae age 
Paul Mail Sid Marion aaee meumene Cr 


McDonald & Ross 

Whitey Roberts 

Hayes Haig & H 

Rider Sis 

Royal Swedish Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 


Brass Rail 
Bea Kalmus 
Billie Leonard 
Johnny Hauser Or 
L, Betancourt Ore 


Chateau Moderne 


Olive Sibley 
Walter Nilsson 
Coffing Sis 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. 
Tower (11) 


3 Pearsons 




















Lyrie (11) Goss & Barrows 
Bell's Hawaiian lent aicitehas 2% Virginia Valley 
— Floyd Christy Co Maryon Dale 
Trini Plaza 
F McFarlane Ore 
London Clover Club 
Jackson Irv & R 
Biddie Don 
Soni Shaw 
Betty La Von 
Week of Dec. 7 Gail Lee 
A Al Stuart Ore 
; Astoria D. H. | PREMIER Club Gaucho 
Dolores & Barry i Geo Betton ; are 
Canterbury M. H, Dennis Boys & Rita Dimitri & Virait 
Ist half (7-9) Decca Bros oro Markoff 
Jones & Thom: a na Estasen 
3 Pérceitys. EDGWARE ROAD | {4 Dolores 
2d half (10-12) wit, rand Ramon Carrosco 
Phileo 4 Troise Mandoliers Gauchos 
Reco & May EDMONTON Chat Donsust 
Dominion Empire ; 
4 Franks Van & Kent Rosita Ortega 
New Victoria Savona Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Arnaut Bros | Harvard Roys Coq Rouge 
— Schenck Co poncunape Be Irwin Gilbert Ore 
ily Renmeget | FINSBURY, PARK | Tisdate 3 
@ A(’stortia ‘ 
Hutch Harry Freyer Rd Cotton Club 
. Renara Bill Robinson 
Svetlanows — i 
Akt engage HAMMERSMITH | 5y)0 "Bros 
Palace ; 
BRIXTON i — Kaloah 
Astoria emaig or ay > Henri Wessels 
Anton Ha HOLLOWAY Katherine Perry 
Wilbur Hall Marlborough Anne Lewis 
BROMLEY | DeHaven & Page Dynamite Hooker 
: : Palace | — ee Tramp Ba 
ee Don 2 Whyte's Maniacs 
CHADWELL HTH 1. FORD | Broadway Jones 
» . Super Wen Talbert's Che 
{leo naa Anita Chas Jacl Rabamea Dancers 
Dennis Boys, Rita Jewell & Warriss Arthur Davy Ore 
Decca Bros Alec Halls & luge Cab Calloway Ore 
CHELSEA ISLINGTON dach Douiecey’s 
Palace Blue Hall ee : oO 
Emerson Smith Bad Ist half (7-9) Phil Romane re 
4 Richleys Philee 4 | Eddie Elkins Ore 
Drury & Raymond Keco & Mi | El Chico 
Peete Williams zd halt qi 12) Delfina Vera 
armen ‘Hunt r 3 Pe - iy — mone mentee 
‘ ite 2 reellys ol » Candid 
CLAPTON KILBURN ene ayy i ptaieer 
° Sint” | Troise Manioliers | 108 Havaneros 
Andn e r s anes er “tes r ‘ 
Stewart & Olive LEWISHAM one — —e 
Alec Pleon Palace 4 
EAST HAM Sehaefer’s Midgets El Morocco 
Granada NEW CROSS Zrnie Holst Ore 
Pace Vowell & N Kinema j - E) Torcead ; 
Wright & Marion Gailiard 4 i " orendos 
arina Cieddes Hreos | Los Ojedas 
Vadio & Herts i A Miavion: Navarre’. PLaié Via Yd 


e 


c 





' > ‘ 
Robert ! 


r 


Lysbeti 


| Hotel 


| 
i 


i 


Drena 

Gibson Co 

Cenda Glenn 

Koubek 

Menorcas 

Rona Riceardo 

Maria Tamara 

Taniel 

Flaccomia 

Ty ber 

Frances Hunt 

Vincent Travers Ore 

Sddie South Ore 

Lou Bring Orc 

Greenwich Village 

Casino 

Bill Dureya 

Frank Hall 

Wilma Novak 

Sig Ramon 

Jeanne Carroll 

Bob & F Gilbert 

Wallace Milan Rev 

Roger Allen Orc 
Hickory House 

Jack Teagarden Ore 

Frank Trumbauer 

Chas Teagarden 

H'lyw’'d Restaurant 

Hal LeRoy 

Harrison Sis 

Eleanor Knight 

Vanessa 

Jean Ryan 

3 Eltens 

Joan Abbott 

Cesar & Maciovia 

Jack Waldren 

Edna Sedgewick 

Readinger 

Lydo Sue 

Jean Landis 

Marion Martin 


- 


Grace Johnston 
Dawn & Darrow 
Del Casino 


Archie Bleyer Ore 
Arthur Warren Orc 


Hotel Ambassador 
Traubman & Ader 
Ramon Ranos Ore 
Wilkins & Walters 


Motel Astor 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Fred Lowery 

Beth Wilson 

Emily Van lLoesen 
Chas Hoftmar 
Worth 


tel 


Stanley 


Fiorenzoes 

Hotel Biltmore 
Horace Heidt Cre 
Hughes 
Hotel Commodore 
Mal Hz ett ¢ 


> 


Eleanor Ete 
Hlatel 


Robby Haves 


(} . lee 


Fidison 
Ore 


ssex House 


Prandewvnne Or 
Nia xine Pate 


Hotel Fifth 


Rey St mt 


Ave 


(nh pny 
AP iy Wurier 


Howard Lally Ore 


Hotel Governor 
Clinton 
Rita Rio Ore 


Hotel Lexington 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Shirley Licyd 

Hotel Lincoln 
Dick Stabile Ore 

Hotel McAlpin 
Enoch Light Ore 
A Gonzales Ens 

Hotel Montclair 
Coral Islanders 
Ann Courtney 
Clay Bryson 
Hapry Powers 
Nick Fisher 
John Zeliner 
Electronic : 

Hal Hope Ore 

Hotel New Yorker 
Abe Lyman Or« 








Will Hollander Ore 
} Connie Boswell 
| Re se Blane 
| Phil Neeley 

Hotel Park Central 
Tic Toe Girls 
Ruthania & M 

lerry Blaine ¢ 
Henry Youngman 
;} Johnny & George 
| Hetel Par Lane 
| Pancho Ore 
|} Junior Raphael Or« 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
| Benny Goodman Bad 
| Bernhard & Grah'! 
Helen Ward 


Hotel Pierre 
Maric Braggiotti O1 
Paul Draper 

Motel Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
De Marcos 
Will McCune 
Hal Atkinson 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Ore 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
| Bileen O'C« 
| Earlyn Wi: 
Carmen Romero 
Katharine Kane 
Glen Pope 
Wm Russell 
Park & Clifford 
Grace & Nica 
Afrique 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Hugo Mariani Ore 
Arman Vecsey Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Dwight Fiske 
Emile Petti Ore 
Habaneras Ore 


Hotel Shelton 
Bert Darcy Ore 


Hotel Sherry- 
netherland 
Gen Lodijensky 
Raphael 
Lubov Doubliago 


Ore 


Lom bardc 


nnor 


pace 


Nicholas Zorin 
Serge Sergey 


Catherine Grey 
Alex Bunchuk Ore 
Hotel St. Morits 
Roger Stearns 
Jerome Zerbe 
Miriam Verne 
Alex Botkin Ens 
George Sterney Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Maisonette Kusse) 
Olga Vadina 
Charlie 
Boris Belostozky 
George Orda 


Tasha Nazarenko 
Agnes Roy 
Sultan Messako 
Peter Liachenko 
C Codolban Orc 
(Iridium Room) 
Emil Coleman Or 
Hartmann G & P 


Bitea Beakley 
Hotel Taft 

Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Eddie Lane Ore 
Jean Farries 
| Dean Goodelle 
Dee Lurga 

Hotel Waldort- 

Astoria 

Veloz & Yolanda 
Eve Symington 
Eddie LeBaron Bd 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Michael Zarin Ore 

Hotel Weylin 
Charlie Wright 

Kretchma 

Simeon Karavaeft 
Doria Rirse 
VYiiena Gabrielle 
Michael Michon 


Bali 

Broz Fletcher 
Charlies Lawrence 
Beverly Whlishire 
Ruth Robin 
Larry Lee Ore 

Biltmore Bow) 
W & Gladys Ahearn 
Crane 2 
Billy & B Bemis 
Ked Harper 











| Joy Hodges 

|3 Rhythm Rascals 
| Enrico Rh'ba Ore 
Jimmy Grier Ore 

Blue Room 

| Fane hon & M tev 
| Kearny Walton Ore 
Seats Powell 


Cafe Casanova 


Knight Sis 
|B Gre & J 
| He url 

Hilal (Chanstor 
De: 
hie " Lie iit 

Cafe ta Mace 
Ave Buys 
Sian Clair fire 


Bergen 
iton Sy 
Ore 
| Carol 


Park 


Clover Club 


Bob Grant Orc 
I I 
Cate de VDaree 
J } Cls ‘ ( Cc 
Cocoanut Grove 
Virgir lee 
" ‘ be ‘ < 
TY j 
tie 
le P; ‘ 
Hill Roberts 
nel ‘ I 
| Cubonela 











LOS ANGELES 











Nadia Lolido & Ardo Bee La Moine 
A Stoyanovsky Glen Edmunds Ore | Leona Rice 
Mischa Deovothy Roberts Agnes Johnson 
$ Bartnovsky Al Elviredge Ore 
Ntcholas Mattley Or Seven Seas Joan Lee 
Elisha Tuttle Ore Lily Gibson Joy Williams 
Larue Lonnie McIntire Or Trocadero 
. ‘ i 
Frances Maddux Somerset Club Phil Ohman Ore 
Beity Bryant William Zerker U-Gene's 
Joseph Zatour Orc Topsy’s 
Sid Tuscher : Barbara Back 
Hugo Pedullo Pat O'Shea Frank Gallagher 
Eddie Davis Ore Bernice Farrington ' Paul Randall 
4 Dandies 
Leon & Eddie's CHICAGO 
Eddie Davis Blackhawk | Ethel Dixon 
Vivian Ray : Paul Florenz Girls 
Caryl Gould os —— Railey | Pat O'Malley 
’ Pe ~ , ) | Ps O'Ma 
Zee-Zee sia : OED Ute | Gower & Gene 
Jai-Leta 7 Chez Paree Dick Jurgens Ore 
Browning, F & ¢ |, wo te 
Wm Farmer's Or re ‘ - ms . ir Hetel Edgewater 
Mammy’'s Chicken Kunice Healy Beach 
Farm Ravtc ts pe (Marine Room) 
Tempo King Orc Josephine Houston Geo Olsen Ore 
Pearl Kaye Hienry Busse Ore } Edith Caldwell 
Miit Leslie | | Leighton Noble 
Maude Bell } - Club oe } Rod: e« & lrancine 
Mon Paris Wh aeielae mes } ‘ Carrer 
; Effie Burton Harriett Smith's Gls 
Diana Ward ernard & Henry 
Versatile DeWitt Hotel Lasalle 
Gene Fosdick O VV re (Blue Fountain 
Be el White Club Minuet Room) 
lohr Booth 
Onyx Club ~ ae pictaggen BO a 
Howe & Perris Hotel Morrison 
A ve n - — n \ grins Audrey (Terrace Room) 
von ambert ki oO} llughes : - 
6 Spirits of Rhythm | Rk Desha I & sds . 
Stuff Smith Bd Jer Glidden Ore re . * 
Ja, ~ i ‘ s 
Paradise Colony Club Muzzy Marcellino 
Bert Frohman essie Reed Stanley Hickman 
Virginia Verrill Pat Kennedy | 3 Debutantes 
Paul Sydell | Trudve Davidson .- tan 3 
Julie Jenner | Lewis Sis 
Estelle & LeRoy =| Ktia Reed j Satel Pakner Bouse 
Jimmy Richards | Ruth Hewrich | (Empire Koom) 
J & Nora Bell Pouletie LaPierre | Little Jack Little 
Marie Hollis | Jack Fischman Ore | Raoul & Eva Reyes 
Joyce Duskin | : |} Ruth Aarons 
Janis Andre Colosimos Sandor Glancz 
Edna Mae 4 Leonard } Lester Cole 
Glenn Hutton Ore 1 “I ‘ Gale & | Paul Rosi: 
Jay Freeman Ore | Una Cooper Dale Winthrop 
: Les Hunt ot lancers 
Place Elegante | yj rics Love p Abbott . 
Bill Farrell | Rankoft & Cannon Hotel Sherman 
Leo Lazaro Or¢ Eileen George i (College Inn) 
Rainbow Gril! Congress Hotel | Gertrude Hoffman 
Johnny Hamp Ore (Casino) Calgary Bros 
Evalyn Tyner | Bov Foy | The Nagyfys 
4 Deaaville Boys BReauville & Tova Harriett DeGoff 
Dr Sydney Ross Vera Ferz Roger Pryor Ore 
s : 7% | Rufe Davis 
Rainbow Room |! } r Ri othinn Giela 
lose «2 yo - ~~ 
Ray Noble Ore rhe Ore Speck & Spick 
Peggy Fears ae j 
Estelle & Leroy Gay t's Hotel Stevens 
Edger Bergen | Henri Keats Ore (Centinental Koom) 
Al Bowlly | Joan Clark Maurine & Norva 
Sydney Ross Skippy & Marie Carman Castillo 
Evalyn Tyner Colleen Lorraine Sis 
Nano Rodrigo Bd Geo De Costa Ina Scott ‘ 
Royal Box Lew King Frankie Masters O1 
Joe Zelli Grand Terrace Parody Club 
Rachel Carlay Fle’te’r Hend’son Or | Phil Kaye 
Mickey Braatz * z Molly Manors 
Bryan & Winsome Harry s N. ¥. Marsha Bennett 
Cabaret 


Bobbie Clark 
Henry Simmons 
Freddy Janis Ore 


Sapphire 
Jean Sargent 
Nick Vouzen Bd 


| Tex Morrissey 
‘Hank the Mule’ 





Barry Winton Ore Badie Brey Koyale Frolice 
Stork Club Jack Irving Dolly” Kay 
Sully Kendis Orc Dorothy Johnston Sid Tomack 
Gus Martel Or¢ Stanley Ogle Frances Wood 
Arthur Dann Ore Billy Meyers Billy Bray 
? - Millicent Marilyn Marlowe 
Tokay A| Wagner Barbara Belmore 


ire 
Ore 


Lishon 
Engels 


Henri 
Chas 


Thury | Art 


Buckley 
| Austin 


Mack Ore 


Mme Ilona 
Johnny Carter 











Maria Karolyia Hi-Hat Vanity Fair 
Dorothy Perry ‘ j ‘ oO 
Lou Hegedus | Willie Shore Edith Murray Ore 
ig of tie Phelps 2 ia Lago 
Bela Zsiga | weank .Libus V K 
Merrill & Zona astia: T. ae Jackie Hamlin 
Lillian Kahnes | he IR Hi 44 Dick Hughes 
Louis Kovac masters wd — Sally Keith 
Gypsy Rosika Ore Hotel Bismarck | Wallace & Latisha 
Eddie Asiiman Orc (Walnut Room) Stan Carter 
Setee Tony's | Geo Nelidoft Yacht Club 
Spiv le _ 
” Treead | Greeehen ise Jerry & ‘Turk 
rocadero Ph : ¥ V: nt Cee Nino Rinaldo Ore 
Frank Shaw 7 6 8%; Edith Griffith 
John Fogarty Hotel Brevoort lTed & Al Waldman 
Ubang) | Jaros Sis Eddie White 
Gladys Bentley Rev | Jinimie Christie Rex Weber 
a & G Whitey Neuman 885 Club 
Avon Long Drake Hotel c ; ‘ 
> > { arroll & Gorman 
Sete dy or salman (Silver Forrest) Paul Keabler Orc 
Sdn vy 
Kalecr Williams Or | Sheila Barrett Belva White 
Versailles 
Mitzi Green PHILADELPHIA 


De Rose 


: P Laval & Lombardi 

Gomez & Winona Anchorage Inn Sate Sis we _s 
Meadowbrook Hoys | Milton Kellem Ore | 2%) 1 
Clemente Ba ore ely _ Wlorence Shevlin 

Village Barn Contino & Lola ter 
Larry McMahon Paul Hoffman 2 Ja) 
Milt Mann Ore Thelma Shieron Hotel Adelphia 
Serrannos Lee Bartell (Cafe Marguery) 
Helene Miller Emily Weymann Harold Knight Ore 


Ruskin & Norman Vincent Rizzo Ore 




















Wayne Kennon Arcadia Int'l Ross MacLean 
Zeb Carver Co | Hal Kemp Ore Aaa . 
Skinny -Ennis erry Lawler 
vom . : 1 DeMar & DeAndre 
Johnny & George Saxy Dowel 45a 
Frances Faye Maxine Gray Arthur Horan 
Patsy Ogden Charles Hoffman 1/32 Kanes 
3 Pe ers liliana | Emilee Andres n 
: _ Helen Wynn Evan B Fontaine 
Emily Van Losen Agnes Tolle 
Baron & Blair Hotel Philadelphian 
; ! r Koom 
Gilberto Bellevue-Stratford (Mirre K ) 
Alberto Sergo (Planet Room) | Joe Frasetto Ore 
El Mirador Meyer Davis Ore | Mickey Alpert 
. _Kathryn Rand 
Edith Davis Ben Franklin Hotel Ann tester 
Gifford & Pear) | (Georgian Koom) Fenwick & Cook 
Garwood Van Ore | Moe Jaffe Ore Byrnes & Swanson 
Famous Door | Benny the Bum's | KR & K Lyte 
Wingie Mannone Or | 1 Gondoliers lenora’s Debs 
dane Jones’ {Jay Kink Pierre's 
. Olive Young ’ : 
Little Club Dotty Mollinason Pat Shevlin Ore 
Jane Jones | Anelila. Renati Bill Burcaw 
é nes nella tena 
; ” ‘ Alma & Koland 
Paul Kendall Carol Lynne Edison 2S Lowine 
Ahearn Six Wally Shelden Fy sadaanel Maat 
Helen Warner Chez Michaud Nila Taylor 
Jeanne Keller lenny Graft Ore Pompe Fe 
Melody Grill | « z-Cariton 
: oleony Club 
| : Crystal Koom) 
Art Tatum Shere Walker & wan | por oh oe 
tlo Lane ” io : 
Omar's Dome Mat jorie 
Yvonne St Clair Melba, Beaudreaux Silver Lake Inn 
Dorothy Roberts Frances Scott } (Clementon) 
Gagnon & Briugnt’n | Marry Adar 4 Mickey Fas nt ¢ 
(leorge Hedman Cre DeGorgue's fieth ¢ 
, tarbura & George 
sobby Mixler Heinsiey : rhe Hs Le 
Pacific Sunset Club MeKee Miteread Bhaneat 
_ | Mil iB 
Gene Stockwe y 
Richard Hedges De | : 1214 Spruce 
Carmen Felt he Racdi« K t 
Tomn Jones Embasey Club ! a ¢ ' 
f Vine bteit ne 
Vatomar ‘ ' J Ele ke 
Nicholas 20th Century Tavern 
Judy lunis Wi k i te 4 
Don Ray & RP Neca oe 
liu«dseor Mletyue ‘is 4 eto ' ‘ 
Phil Harris Orc 1528 Locust Kis ‘ ele 
Paris tun King Aine 
Margarita & Iv rie tile } ‘ | > es 
| Henry Monnet HuoHle sheity “1 lub 
Hugo Marehe Grace Manners A “he 
Thora M: n Florence Hal n Eras i 
De | Her ' 
ta v ‘ Farrar 
He 1, & J ' i Ku 
ete (%« ‘ ‘ oa es ; le 
FG ‘ ‘ Frank Walumbeas K aot 
Virrone # jews Ali ‘ ‘ Vialton Hoof 
Aju y beck bibolby ise rd Vie ao & , Ore 





Unit Reviews 











(Continued from page 44) 





| one kid, the father and the mother. 


| After some barnyard stomping te 
music of the same calibre, the par- 
ents make themselves funny in an 
adagio burlesque, which is still good. 
The Two Burzaids, Assyrian pianists, 
offer a number and Dale follows with 
his piping, 

Morosco and Hayden. the latier a 
striking redhead, rough it up via 
stooge-in-box. Gags are not new, 


| other 
| finally 


but they’re fast enough to cover each 
up and the line of chatter 
gets to clicking regularly. 

Dorothy LaRue, acro dancer with 
plenty 


on the ball, is saved just 
ahead of the finale. She works on 
stairs and does a good job of selling 
some smooth muscling. A figure and 


a face count plenty in her favor. The 
Grants lead off in the finale with 
another kid, whose upper jaw fits in 
the lower like a cup in a saucer. He 
sings into his nose and through it. 
Show runs 50 minutes and every- 
thing moves fast. Barn, 


CENTENNIAL REVUE 


(MET, HOUSTON) 


Houston, Dec. 4. 
Mile. Corraine’s Centennial Revue 
opened at the Metropolitan here 


Thursday (3) to a 
tomers, 


house full of cus- 


Unit gets its name from the fact 
that it is built around Mlle. Corrine, 
who created the ‘Apple Dance’ at 
| the Texas Centennial’s Streets of All 
| Nations in Dallas last summer, and 
includes other talent garnered from 
both the Dallas and Fort Worth 
| shows. Producer is R. C. Riggs, 
Grahame, Tex., oil man. All! cos- 
tumes and scenery are new and 
ritzy. Show has plenty of zing and 
flash, carries 53 people and is staged 


10 scenes. 
Corrine’s ‘Apple Dance,’ in 


in 


WU hich 


| the ‘apple’—about the size of a medi- 


cine ball, is her sole costume, is en- 
tirely inoffensive, although the ‘Cav- 
alcade of Nudes’ that builds up to 
her entrance is hardly entertainment 
for the Thursday Afternoon Ladies 
Club, Corrine’s contribution also in- 
cludes an oriental number. 

Earl LaVere and cute Helen Ware 
went over big at the opening show 
with a routine of comedy and songs 
by Miss Ware. Other comedy relief 
is furnished by the Three Byrons in 


|an acrobatic turn. 


A cowboy and Indian girl number 
by the chorus would be a credit to 
any revue, although the turn could 
do without quite so much shooting. 
Sydni Dees and Paul Bachelor pre- 
sent vocal numbers; Erva Bays has 


|a smooth dance specialty, and Emer- 


son Frome rips off a soft shoe routine 
that pleases. 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Roy Campbell Enterprises, Ine... Mane 
hattan; theatrical business: capital sto« k. 
100 shares, no par value Incorporators? 
Benjamin Rothenberg, 165 Broadway, 
New York City; Harold Epstein, 509 
Madison avenue, New York City: Alfred 
Rice, 165 Broadway, New York City, 

Manhattan Circuit, Ine... Manhattant 
theatrical business; capital stock, 1,05@ 
shares, $1 par value Incorporators: 
Herman Poline, 17 West 22nd street, New 
York City; Alice G. Hrady, 86223 76th 
street, Woodhaven, N. Y Iivman 
Borodinsky, 515 Jerome street, Brooklyn 

Magnet Pictures, Ine., New York: thee 


atrical business; capital eteck, 200 shares, 


no par value. Incorporators Melvin 
Hirsh, 630 Ninth avenue, New York City; 
George Elkin, 1440 Broadway, New York 
City; Harold A. Lerman, 9 East 4%h 
street, New York City. 

Epoch Plays, Ime., Kings: general thee 


atrical and radio business; capital stock, 
100 shares, no par value. Ineorporatern: 
Mina Skolnik, Harry Auerbach, Harold 


Krieger, all of 


Brooklyn. 


1*6 Joralemon etreet, 


Austre-American Pictures Corp., New 
| York; metion picture business: capital 
stock, 50 shares, $100 par value Ineor- 
porators: A. Townsend Kaplan, Samuel 
Kaplan, Max Zimmerman. all of 66 Fitth 
avenue, New York Cit 
Air Features, Ine., Manhattan; general 
| radio broadcasting business; capital 
|} Stock, 100 shares, no par value. Ineor- 
porators Albert Jarechy, 375 River ide 
| drive, New York City; Nicholas Ales- 
feandro, 751 Kast I68th street, Ares 
Rertha A, Bachmann, 6535 Bliss terrice 
} trookliyn, 
| Cushing Bridge Studie, Ine., Maniat- 
|} tan; theatrical business; capital stock, 
| 200 shares, no par value. Incorporaters: 
Jack L. Cushing, 236 Wert J1th street, 
|New York City: William Lipton, 108 
Kast (‘lark place, HMrou® Samuel 
lbvorkin 467 Central Park Wert, New 
| York City. 
| WFaetograph Film Corp., New York: mo- 
tion picture business; capital stock, 260 
shaves; 100 preferred, $160 par value; 
1200 common, no par vaiue Incorporas- 
| tors Bernard Browneiein 225 troade 
‘ New York City; Jucoh Stein; 1403 
Nec) road Hrooklyn Albert Blumen- 
teil Z25 Broadway, Ne York City 
Schine Hamiltow Corp., Cloversyviile; 
motion picture theatres ete capital 
tol 10 shares no value Incore- 
porajors: Fr. DD. Thompser M. Gildeck- 
ne k Barter, ail f 49 Nerth lain 
eet (jlovers le N y 
Macnificent Vietures Corp... New York; 
rotion picture i ot es ‘ capital 
tock, 1¢ are no 1 ue Ineore 
ute lear! Vortrne 14i¢ Hroade 
‘ ‘ Yor «ity Florence Miller, 
Oa mth nave ‘ New Yor) (‘itys 
the riett; Sehwartzg 1454 broadway, 
York it 
—= 
f I hiowe hKirk 
Grexvory Quinn 
Zz Von Janos line liart 
Carmen od Antonia 
Weber's Hofbrau joe Rotnon 
(Camden) Yorktown Tavera 
Lou Che in ¢ Bill Bilger Ore 
} te iis {Pi (jaktore 
. A We er | Hazel Harmon 
t Lane iRarbiert & Carltt® 
j tie Lamont 1 Jimmy Oo Leary 
| Hob Me Ft bitenry Ratbea 
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10-House Chain of $1 Top Lesit 
Being Built on Eastern Seaboard 
By Leventhal, Linder and Werba 


4 
vy 








Jack Linder are planning the forma- PAY OFF ON 0 5 

York. Chain will follow closely the | 

of $1 top. Trio are working toward | Pretty World, which Johanie Walker 
is already | professionally as Helene Bell, wanted 


[ 
Jules Leventhal, Louis Werba and | ACTOR LEFT OUT IN 

} 

tion of a 20-theatre legit circuit in 

as many eastern towns near New 
one-time Stair & Havlin time with}; When Equity paid off salaries and 
its low nut and equally low admish rehearsal pay to the cast of ‘This 
completion of their organization by | Yanked because his wealthy backer, 
mid-January, | Julian Louis Reynolds’ wife, known 
theatre, | to play the lead, Bert West, one of 


Nucleus of the chain 
set, with the Brighton 


Brighton, N. Y¥.: Plaza, Englewood, the players, was not recompensed 
N. J.: Locust Philadelphia; Boule- in full, Salary guarantee did not | 
vard : Saini Heights "Ry I. and include West because he had ceased 


Shubert, Newark. To these will be |t® be a member of Equity. 


| 

added houses in Brooklyn, Stamford, | ; 
Conn.: Providence, R. L; Atlantic | Pretty World, Li 
City, N. J., etc. Intention is to con- | named as co-defendant, claiming 
centrate in the east and not mush- | $905. West would have been re- 
room too far afield. Possible that|@uired to rejoin Equity before the 
more distant stands will be added|Show opened. He conceded the fact 
later, however. pout 
Policy will be to produce inexpen- | 4ues, but it is understood he has 
sively mounted plays. New plays not been a member for about 10 


Inc., 


Actor has started suit against This | 
with Reynolds | 


| that he owed the association back | 





Chicago’s Enigma 





Heartbreaking situation ex- 
ists in Chicago for the legiti- 
mate __— theatre: 
without precedent. During the 
past few years there were 
plenty of shows around but 
there was no market for ’em, 
with the public holding on to 
its bucks. This season the 
| money is coming out of hiding 
‘| in a big way, and the public 


| Chicago, Dec. 8. 
| 


one entirely 


Inside Stuff—Legit = 


Civil suit filed by Henry Rosenblatt, son of the late Yiddish cantor 
against Actors Equity, has been called off. Rosenblatt, who was in the 
cast of ‘The Eternal Road’ when it first went into production last season, 
claimed he received only a non-member’s share of the bond when the pro. 
duction folded, although he had been entered as an Equity member, 
I. Robert Broder was counsel for Rosenblatt in the suit. 

Before the show was permitted by Equity to reopen rehearsals two 
weeks ago, the Actors Ass’n insisted on all salary debts to actors, whether 
Equity members or not, being paid. 











is ready and willing to plank 
down. But there are no shows. 
Earlier this season the man- 
agers were yelling about an im- 
pending shortage of houses; 
now the houses are dark, with 
only one show, ‘Leaning on 
Letty’ in the entire loop. 


Blumenthal Dishes Out 
Chairs and Mulls Film 


Biog of Hammerstein 











| 





George Blumenthal, former gen- 
eral manager for Oscar Hammer- 
stein, is back from the Coast after a | 
three-month sojourn in behalf of his | 
autobiography, ‘My 60 Years.’ While 


One-nighter tour of ‘Boy Meets Girl’ is being accorded attention in the 
New England press. News-Tribune, Providence, in a lead editorial, com. 
mented on the engagement in Newport, R. L, first time the town has been 
visited by a road show ‘for more years than we like to think.’ 

‘Boy’ fared well in Providence, getting approximately $4,500 in three 
performances. It played Concord, N. H., on a Sunday, which was front 
page news in that town. Clergy protested, but there was nothing in the 
ordinances prohibiting shows on the Sabbath. 

Mrs. Thomas Whiffen, who died recently, was the first female member 
of Equity. When the association was formed in 1913 it was decided that 
actresses not be admitted because it was felt at the time that members 
would be discriminated against by managers and that the women should 
not be asked to take a chance. 





Mrs. Whiffen, however, led a delegation of actresses who demanded 
admittance, whether risky or not. She signed the first woman's appli- 
cation. 





Recount of the votes for the board of the Treasurers’ Club resulted in 


| the same six being elected as originally, only difference being a change 


in the tally of several winning candidates. 
There were 13 ballots discarded at the annual election, 12 because only 
four men were voted for. They were allowed at the recount, but the 13th 


which are cheap to produce will be! 
used, with authors of these guaran- | 
teed $100 weekly for a possible 20 
weeks, and then, if the play merits, 
a Broadway showing by either the 
Leventhal group or other interested 
producers. Standard Authors’ League 
contracts will be used. 

Inexpensively recast Broadway 
successes will be used in the main, 
however. 

Actors will, in both cases, get the 
Equity minimum. Through the use 
of neophyte authors and cheap casts 
producers see a chance to get by 
with, what cost sheets estimate, will 
be an average nut of $500 to $600 
weekly per play. ; 

Recently reported pleasant attitude | 
of the Trunk Line Association as re- | 
gards reduced train fares for actors | 
and reduced bus line rates for tour- | 
ing companies is looked upon as ad- 
ditional aid. 


McCLINTIC HAS LEAD 
TROUBLE WITH ‘TOR’ 


Although ‘High Tor’ is in re- 
hearsal, Guthrie McClintic, its pro- 
ducer, is jammed over finding a 
proper leading woman for it. Mab 
Maynard, wife of Maxwell Ander- 

















son, play’s author, has been reading 
the part temporarily. Margo has 
also been mentioned, but the part 
has not been definitely filled. 

Burgess Meredith will be fea- 
tured in ‘Tor.’ He refused to be 
Starred in it, although the producer 
offered him that billing. Meredith 
was starred in the same producer's 
‘Winterset’ last season. 


Film Talent Set for 
New Anne Nighols Play 


Hollywood, Dec. 8: 

Anne Nichols, who came here last 
week seeking talent for Barlet Cor- 
mack’s ‘Hey, Diddle Diddle,’ which 
She will produce on Broadway in 
association with Morris Green, has 
signed four players, including Con- 
way Tearle, Adele Rowland and 
Alice White. 

Miss Nichols and Green will leave 
for the East late this week. Show is 
slated to start rehearsals next Tues- 
day (15). ‘Diddle’ is a satire on 
Hollywood. 


‘Heneymeon’ Fo!ds 











‘Pre-Honeymoon’ and Leslie How-| 
ard’s ‘Hamlet’ are closing on Broad- | 


way this week. There are notices up | 
for several other shows, including | 
‘Swing Your Lady,’ Booth. ‘Honey- | 
moon’ is in its 33rd week. It opened | 
last spring at the Lyceum and was | 
accorded tepid, if not adverse, no- 
tices. 

Comedy weathered the summer 
and moved to the Little about two 
months ago. It made money on 
operation and is due to tour. 





Allan King’s Comeback 

Allan K'ng, formerly in legit, who | 

has been out of profesh for three 

years, is taking the radio route back. | 

Sings twice weexly on WGBS, 
Freeport, L. L 


years. 
‘World’ is expected to go on with 
other backing within two weeks. 


in Hollywood, Blumenthal encoun- 
| tered studio interest in his book for 






































film purposes; 20th Century-Fox and | 
| Warner Bros., among others, are 
’ mulling the idea. 
Last week marked the 30th anni- 
? | versary of the opening of the pres- 
|}ent (second) Manhattan opera 
house, built by Hammerstein in West | 
34th street. Event was informally 
: marked by Blumenthal, Irving Levey | 
and James Kenney, employed at the | 
opening, and a few friends. Souve- | 
nirs of the occasion were opera | 
chairs, which cost $45 each and were | 
regarded three decades ago as the | 
last word in auditorium luxury. 
Second meeting between Equity Coincident with the reconstruction | 
and the Theatre League to discuss | of the interior for the presentation | 
ways and means to improve the legit | of ‘The Eternal Road’ the stage and | 
theatre was held last week. Drama-| proscenium were entirely rebuilt. It | 
tists Guild was not represented, the | was decided at the same time to re- | 
authors’ group sending word that) seat the house with normal width | 
last-minute pressure ‘regretfully pre-| chairs to gain added capacity. Re- | 
vented attendance.’ _ Managers, ac-| moval of the old seats was begun on 
tors and authors propose formulating | tne anniversary, and old friends of 
a program of procedure having the | Oscar Hammerstein w ll be given the | 
objective purpose of finding out historic chairs 
what's wrong with the theatre. Idea First one was spoken for by James 
originated with Equity, and, when | 5 walker, who waated it for his mu- 
plans are adopted, stagehands and onan of old New York William A 
aor pg union heads will be in- Ready George M Coleen Sam Sian, 
bse: “i “i es ris, Daniel Frohman, George Gersh- | 
At last week’s gathering the man- win, Lawrence Gilman, Olin Downes, 
agers put forth two paramount prob- | Morris Gest and Theodore Hammer- | 
lems. One is the scarcity of worth-| stein, a grandson, put in similar re- 
es oo Other er ace dis- | quests, and Blumenthal decided to 
parity in ticket prices, particularly se x ; 
- srr fa between New York and hae aes a ee | 
the road. Managers were asked to|..,... ; . 
submit cebiadilin linia on both mat- — OG GSR OF Tecan 06, wihean 
ters within two weeks. After that °°°''S 4F to be sont. 
oo _ the Dramatists’ Guild will | | 
igest the ideas and submit ideas 
from their viewpoints. BENEFITS TO AID 
Developing of new playwrights is | 
regarded as the most serious problem REPERTORY START 
this season. There are several com- 
petitions designed to, at least par- | 
tially, fill the void, and the results Series of benefit shows is being 
will be announced shortly, Matter scheduled for the purpose of raising 
of prices of admission appears to | funds to be used for the establish- 
pertain principally to the’road. Idea | ment of repertory companies in key 
of re-establishing $2.20 top on Broad- cities other than New York. Shows 
way for straight plays was broached | will be sponsored by the American 
last year, but the top generally con- | Theatre of Boston and that organ- 
tinues at $3.30, nevertheless. | ization’s subscription plan will be 
: | adopted in other towns. Benefit per- 
|formances, okayed by the Theatre 
Shows in Rehearsal Authority, which will participate in | 
the proceeds, will be spread over a) 
period of two years. 
‘Fuiten of Oak Falls’—Cohan and First benefit is dated for the ~Bos- 
Harris. |ton Opera House Jan. 17. General 
‘Promise’—Gilbert Miller. | plan for the rep organizations calls 
‘High Ter’—Guthrie McClintic. \for a subscription list of at least 5,000 
‘Good Old Summer Time’—Lode- i" each key city. 
wick Vroom. 
PE Editions’ (re-cast)—Juliana m 
orem. it Plavhouse Of | 
‘Fredericka’—Shuberts. Piit y use fs 
‘Jane Eyre’—Theatre Guild. - ? 
‘Days to Come’—Herman Shumlin. ‘Murder m Cathedral 
BS 8 Eternal Road’—Gaig2 and 
eisgal. , 
‘jana en . ; : Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
ie co gear Ren er Sines After announcing T. S. Eliot's 
‘Cl Al . Sane a pelt ly ‘Murder in the Cathedral’ as the 
Bt. ‘“Atong Little Dogie’—Hammer- third production of the season, the 
stein and Du For. Pittsburgh Playhouse was forced to | 
i call it off when rights for presenta- | 
tion by professional groups in key 





Sol De Vries Iil 


was voided because the voter named eight, instead of six. 


John Hay (Jock) Whitney 
recently opened on Broadway. 


invested in 
He backed ‘200 Were Chosen,’ at the 48th 


two propaganda plays which 


Street, and ‘Johnny Johnson,’ 44th Street. . 
Understood that he put up $30,000, about evenly divided among both 


shows. 


Whitney came in on ‘Johnson’ during rehearsals, when the Group 
| ran shy of funds. 











EQUITY GRANTS ‘DAY’ 
TROUPE 2:WK. LAYOFF 


Equity has made a lay-off conces- 
sion to the ‘Call It a Day’ company, 
which is returning to Broadway at 
holiday time for a repeat date of at 
least two weeks. Show will lay off 
two weeks prior to relighting here, 
with Philip Merivale and Gladys 
Cooper still starred, 

Pointed out that Equity’s 
permit shows to lay off the week 
prior to Christmas, so that the con- 
cession is for one week only. Under- 
stood the management intended 
folding ‘Day’ Dec. 19 unless getting 
the Equity nod. 





Current Road Shows 


(Week of Dec. 7) 


‘Blossom Time,’ Shubert, Bos- 
ton. 


‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Auditorium, 
Pueblo, Colo., 6; Lincoln, Chey- 
ene, 7; travel, 8; Paramount, Salt 
Lake City, 9-10; travel, 11: High 
School, Sacramento, Cal., 12: 


‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Auditorium, 


| Concord, N. H., 6; Colonial, 
Keene, 7; Latchis, Clairmont, 8; 
Lawler, Greenfield, Mass., 9; 


Auditorium, Brattleboro, Vt., 10; 
Playhouse, Wilmington, Del., 11- 
12. 


‘Brother Rat,’ Maryl..nd, Bal- 
timore. 

‘Call It a Day,’ Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh. 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Hartman, 
Columbus, 7-9; English, Indian- 
apolis, 10-12, 

‘Dead End,’ Colonial, Boston. 


‘End of Summer’ (Ina Claire). 
Cass, Detroit. 


‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), 
American, St. Louis. 


‘Great Waltz,’ Majestic, Dallas, 
7-9; Metropolitan, Houston, 10-12. 


‘Lady Precious Stream,’ Ply- 
mouth, Boston. 


‘Leaning On Letty’ (‘Post 
Road’), Selwyn, Chicago. 
Monte Carlo Ballet Russe, 


Opera House, Boston. 


‘Moon Over Mulberry Street,’ 
Locust, Philadelphia. 

‘Mulatti,’ 
cisco. 


Curran, ‘San Fran- 


rules | 


Sol De Vries of the N. Y. Winter 
Garden box-office and treasurer of 
the Treasurers’ Club, is in Poly- 


clinic hospital, N. Y., under observa- 


tion and treatment. Complication 
caused by high blood pressure was 
the diagnosis. 


Although visitors were not per- 


| mitted fer several days, he is re 


ported in favorable condition 


4a 


citicS were denied by the copyright 
owners. Piece was to have opened a 
three-week run here Dec. 29. 
Instead the Playhouse has booked 
in Marion Stockton’s dramatization 
of Hawthorne’s ‘Searlet Letter.’ 
which was done by a Manhattan 
group 13 years ago 


under Richard | 


‘Naughty 
Newark. 

‘Night Hawk,’ Brighton, 
Brighton Beach. 


‘Night of Jan. 
| Kansas City. 


Marietta,’ Shubert, 


16," Orpheum, 


30leslawski’s direction. Playhouse | ‘Othello’ (Walter Huston), 
director, Herbert V. Gellendre, was! Metropolitan, Providence, ot 
, formerly Boleslawski’s assistant. 4 Court Square, Springfield, Mass, 


*s 


i¢ 


a , se 


TAKE BOOKING 
PROBLEM 
SETTLED 


| An attempt to switch bookings of 
ithe Kaufman-Hart comedy, ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You,’ from the 
Booth, where it premieres next Mone 
day (14), resulted in a round-robin 
of notes. It was first proposed to 
spot ‘Can't Take It’ at the Morosco, 


switching ‘Reflected Glory’ to ane 
other house, and keeping ‘Swing 
Your Lady’ at the Booth. Tallulah 


Bandhead, who stars in ‘Glory,’ how- 
ever, firmly rejected the idea. Then 
the Cort was suggested, that bringing 
a refusal from George Abbott, who 
is presenting ‘Boy Meets Girl’ there. 

Sam H. Harris then advised the 
Shuberts that he would like to spot 
‘Can’t Take It’ in the Lyceum, oper- 
ated by his treasurer, Spence Bettle- 
heim, That gave the Shubert office 
a chance to decline, which it did. 

Situation was eased when it was 
decided to move ‘Swing Your Lady’ 
into the Golden. Instead, notice of 
closing was posted Monday (7) and 
at the same time it was stated there 
was a deal on to lease the Golden to 
CBS for two years. Radio people 
would drop the Hudson at termina- 
tion of lease in February* Lyceum 
then contracted for ‘Age 26,’ due late 
this month. 


ENGAGEMENTS 
| 
| Jean Forbes-Robertson. ‘Promise.’ 
| Catherine Carrington, ‘Eternal 
Road.’ 
Lucille Manners, ‘Frederica.’ 
Charles Coburn, Martha Sleeper, 
‘Good Old Summer Time.’ 
Dennis Hoey, ‘Jane Eyre.’ 
Russ Brown, Rudolf Brooks, Royal 
Stout, ‘Gi’ Along Little Dogie. 
Robert Harris, Kenneth MacKenna, 
Linda Watkins, Leona Powers, 
Matthew Boulton, William Whites 
head, A. G. Andrews, Lloyd Gough, 
Fred Lesiie, ‘Aged 26.’ 
Mitzi Haynes, Mary ‘Be- 
hind the Red Lights.’ 





Morris, 





— 





8-9; Capitol, Albany, 10; Masonic 
Aude., Rochester, 11-12. 

‘Pride and Prejudice,’ Shrine 
Aude., Des Moines, 7; Parkway, 
Madison, Wis., 8; Davidson, Mil- 
waukee, 9-12. 

‘Seandals,’ Taft, Cincinnati. 

‘SLow Is On’ (Beatrice Lillie’, 
National, Washington. 

‘Wingless Victory’ (K. Cor- 
nell), Cox, Cincinnati, 7-9; Han- 
na,, Cleveland, 10-12. 


‘Tobaceo Road,’ Plaza, Engle- 
wood, N. J. 
‘Women, The,’ Forres:, Phila- 





delphia. 
‘You. Can't Take It With You,’ 
| Chestnut, Philadelphia, 
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QUITY’S WILDEST MEETING 





Sketchless Lambs Gambol Sets New 
High in Fun, Netting Fine $20,000 


* 


By JACK PULASKI 
Lambs of New York set a new 
high in the club’s public Gambols at 


the Waldorf-Astoria, Saturday (5) 
night. Comparatively short and} 
effective throughout, the turns 


clicked successively. It was always 
known that the actors’ club could 
deliver class entertainment, but in 
the past, Gambols have frequently 
been cluttered up wtih not-so-hot 
sketches. 

Smart direction of Shepherd Wil- 
liam Gaxton bore fruit in the manner 


the bill was presented. He started 
off by ruling out sketches. Two skits 
were included, however, and both 


landed because they were short and 
funny. Enthusiastic m.c.’ing of Fred 
Waring, Boy of the club, helped a lot, 
too. 

Preceding the Gambol, Robert L. 
Hague, husband of Mary Lewis and 
v.p. of Standard Shipping Co., hosted 
at a soiree; also at another after the 
show. It was quite the side event of 
the large evening. Hague, ewlready 
known for his generosity to the club 
and its members, was chiefly instru- 
mental in securing program adver- 
tising, principally marine in char- 
acter. 

Show was given a strong start by 





EQUITY BARS WPA 
STRIKING, PICKETING 


Heaviest attended meeting of 


the Equity Council, combined 
with that of Chorus Equity 
yesterday (8), resolved that; 


‘no member of either associa- 
tion playing in the WPA shows 
or projects shall either strike, 
or picket without being ordered 
by their associations to do so.’ 

It was a long, enervating 
session having mostly to do 
with the present crisis in the 
government's relief show proj- 
ect. There were over 25 Equity 
leaders on hand to hear about 
what went on when Monday’s 
demonstrations led to instant 
dismissals. 

When it was learned that 20 
actors were let out without 
notice as the result of picketing 
and other protesting activities, 
the rule was adopte' unani- 
mously as the best protective 
measure for members at this 
time. 





WPA TAFE GUT 














Paul Whiteman and his troupe of 
bandmen. Performance itself was 
tinged with kidding ‘Hamlet.’ Roy 
Atwell, togged out in the Dane’s cos- 
tume, was highly laughable. There 
are two Hamlets on Broadway at 
present, but the Lambs gave ’em a 
whole flock in ‘The Hamlets of All 
Ages,’ a Gaxton idea. Then Novak 
and Fay, comedy acrobats, were cos- 
tumed in the Shakespearean manner. 

Edgar Bergen, ventriloquist, near- 


BLUNKALL OUT, 
MARG. SMITH 
REPLACING 








ly stopped the show. His manipula- 
tion of the dummy is the factor that 
makes his act stand out. Rudy Vallee 
was around but, instead of going on 
he introduced Carl Curtis, 1l-year- 
old tap-dancer. Understood the lad 
is in line for a Hollywood assign- | 
ment. 

Jack Powell and the closing musi- | 
cal fantasy, ‘One April Day,’ were 
standouts, while ‘Hitting the Bottle,’ 
skit, drew giggles via the funny 
business of Jack Tyler. 

Number of prominents were in- 
troduced, Waring using a stage spot- 
light, in addition to others in the 
balconies. Biggest hand went to | 
Jimmy Walker, New York’s eemer 
Mayor. He was urged to say some- 
thing and finally put in a few words. | 

Event netted the club more than | 
$20,000. 


TOVARICH’ F FOR COAST 
WITH LEONTOVICH 


Homer Curran has closed a deal 
for a west coast production of 
‘Tovarich.’ Marks the play’s second 
production in this country, first be- 
ing current in N. Y. 

Immediate production is planned 
in Los Angeles and San Francisco, 
with Eugenie Leontovich in the 
femme lead. She created the same 
role in the London production last 
year and is now in Hollywood. 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Claudette Colbert will do the 
femme lead in “‘Tovarich,’ when War- 
ner Bros. makes it. She has fore- 
Zone ‘Joan of Arc.’ 





Dean in Pittsburgh 
For His ‘Mary’ Staging 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
Alexander Dean, playwright and 
director, is in Pittsburgh for a 


couple of weeks to supervise the 
Carnegie Tech drama school’s pro- 
duction of his adaptation of ‘Mary 
Tudor.’ It opens a week’s engage- 
ment at Tech’s little theatre Friday 


(11) under Chester Wallace’s direc- 
tion, with whom Dean is working. 
Dean is on a sabbatical leave of 


absence from Yale end sails shortly 
for China and Japan, where he will 


Spend six months studying 


|} pointed by 
|place E. J. Blunkall as its contact 


| York. 
|}missals in 
| project’s budget it was figured that | known to have received a pink slip | 
| signifying dismissal up to Monday, 
who cannot | 





| Blunkall 


Margaret Smith has been 


Equity’s council to re- 
with the WPA executives in New 


Because of the slated dis- 
cutting the relief show 


| Equity should have a representative 
present at WPA sessions. 


After differences with Hallie Flan- 


| agan and others, Blunkall remained 
| aw ay from the WPA offices. Equity, 
j/however, refused Mrs. Flanagan's 
| request that he be replaced and he 
has been acting whenever delega- 
tions call upon Equity from the re- 
lief show outfit, which is not infre- 
| quent. Committee looked into the 
status of Blunkall.-and then it was 


| decided to name Miss Smith. 


Incident which caused the hard 
feeling between Mrs. Flanagan and 
was the latter’s letter- | 
writing to a U. S. senator, actor say- 
ing in the letter that, in his opinion, 
she didn’t Know what it was all | 


' about. 


Miss Smith was in charge origi- 
nally, when relief shows were first 
Started with funds 
state and nation. 


ap- | 


from the city, | 


| Actors Blaming Equity Of- 


ficers for ‘Doing Nothing 
About It’ — Demonstra- 
tions at WPA Headquar- 
ters Follow—125 Prompt- 
ly Dismissed — At Least | 
Score of Actors Get Pink | 
Slip 


SIT-DOWN STRIKE 





Wildest members 


| ever 


gathering of 


assembled since Equity was 


| formed marked the discussion meet- | 
last | 
Officers of the associa- | 
but were | 


| ing at the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
| Friday (4). 
tion expected excitement, 
unprepared for the 


| being 357 present, 


turnout, there 
which made ad- 


| ditional room necessary. Fights be- | 


| tween angry WPA actors and Equity 
| office people were narrowly averted. 
| Session proceeded in orderly fash- 
| ion for a time. Suddenly someone 
| jumped to his feet and yelled, ‘What 
has Equity done for us in the WPA 
|and what does it intend to do in this 
crisis?’ 

Bedlam resulted, excited relief ac- 
tors mixing all manner of remarks, 
while some women shrieked. Frank 
Gillmore, prez, who appears to have 
won the ire of players on the WPA 
payrolls, was not given the bird 


borderline. 
Protests 

Protests from the floor concerned 
the government’s order to cut the} 
budget on WPA projects; 
| slated to be let out. How many of 
| this number will be actors is yet not 
| definite, those to be dropped includ- 
ing all departments of the relief 
show outfit. Only one person was 





she being a _ Russiar 
speak English. It developed Tues- 
day, however, that a score of actors 
were included, the let-outs follow- 
ing picketing of the WPA head- 
quarters. 

After the meeting quieted down 
Paul N. Turner, Equity’s attorney, | 
spoke. He reminded the members | 
that it was Equity which originally 
secured relief for actors from the | 
Civil Works Administration 
later the WPA. Turner also called 
attention to the early days of relief 
shows, when there were no funds 
| for props, settings, costumes 
|transportation. He explained that 
officers had gone into their own 
| pockets to help out and that theatre 
patrons were asked to contribute to 
|the emergency fund. It is known 
that among those who subscribed 

(Continued on page 51) 





CAUSE TROUBLE 


when he arose, but it was just on the | 
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THOSE SHUBERTS 
ARE AT IT AGAIN 


Chorus Equity is keeping tabs 
on its members appearing in 
the Shuberts ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ 
Winter Garden, N.. Y., after the 
management broke the rule on 
continuous employment for 
chorines. 

Dancers in the ensemble were 
not disturbed, but.an economy 
order called for the show girls 





being laid off for one week, 
sans pay. There are 12 show 
girls, two being taken off the 


payroll at a time, in rotation. 
There had been 10 girls af- 
fected at the time Chorus 
Equity found out about it and 
began asking questions. When 
a representative of the union 
asked for dues from two others 
they replied they couldn’t pay, 
|| having been off the previous 
|| week. Equity insisted that all 
girls affected be paid in full. 


300 DROPPED 
FROM FIP 




















| 





IN L.A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 
As a result of slashing throughout 
the nation, around 300 people will 
be dropped from the Federal Theatre | 
Project roll here, according to J. 
Howard Miller, western regional di- 
About $7,000 payroll will be 
| clipped off. Unde. the setup | 
there will be a maximum non-relief ; 
employment of 10%, compared with | 
25% maximum, as at present. 

Of the 20% reduction, 15% will be | 
against non-relief workers, and 5% ' 
|of persons on relief rolls. These | 
will, of course, be switched to other | 
WPA work. Slash will become ef- | 
fective Jan. 1. | 

FTP locally has a current weekly | 
| payroll of $35,000, distributed among | 
some 1,500 relief and non-relief | 
| workers. 








| rector. 
1ew 





inserted a notice 
| the effect that he would not be re- 
| sponsible for Mrs. 


Vacation in Bridgeport 
Bridgeport, Dec. 8. 

| WwW PA ‘unit at the Park closed Sat- 

urday (5) for a month’s lay-off. 

Last attraction was ‘Streets of New | 

York,’ old meller. 
‘Cellini,’ original by Joseph Walsh, 

is expecied to reopen the Federal] | 

house in January. 
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Road Back Strong for Legit But 
Stock and Rep Still Washed Up 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Though the road has come back 
throughout the midwest for 
companies out of New 
York, stock and rep hasn’t stirred, 
With height and 
road shows on the trail throughout 
the territory excellent 
business, there is still less than a 
half-dozen stock companies through- 
out the section, and there isn’t even 
a single rep outfit. 

Only stock around here is the 
Flora DeVoss company, which is 
operating a small circle stock out of 
Richmond, IIL, through some half- 
dozen towns in northern Illinois and 
southern Wisconsin. 

Out of Kansas City there are a 
number of.»small circle stocks, too, 
They forge out into the sticks and 
play two weeks of one-nighters. 
Formerly the same sort of outfits 
played the identical stands, but stay- 
ing a full week with repertory. 

Far in the south there are a couple 
of extremely small rep shows trying 
to make a go of it under canvas,but 
there’s nothing in this line around 
the midwest, which used to be the 
hot-spot for these rep groups. 

These stock and rep companies are 
trying to attract customers with ad- 
mission prices of 25c or so, but it’s a 
tough grind. They are finding out 
that the public would rather wait for 


strong 
traveling 
season at its 


the 


reporting 


|a show with a New York reputation 


land pay $2.50 than squint at a small 
| stock company at two-bits a throw. 





MRS. ED WYNN SAILS, 


AND BACK SUDDENLY 


Mrs. Ed Wynn (Hilda Keenan) re- 
‘turned suddenly from Italy last 
(3) aboard the Vulcania, 





the Rex. En route she was in a 
| highly nervous state. When the liner 
} reached Naples she went to a hospi- 
tal and on the following day was 
| booked aboard the Vulcania, back to 
| the U. S. 

Still indisposed, it was decided 
that Mrs. Wynn have the freedum of 
| the ship on the return voyage with 
an eet A passenger who 
speaks nglish was invited from 
third scene to be Mrs. Wynn’s com- 
panion and they shared the state- 
room 

Sta r’s wife was in a sanitarium for 
‘an extended period. Recently Wynn 
in the dailhes to 


Wynn’s debts. He 
explained that she was geiting a lib- 
eral allowance, which she denied. 


REP IN COLUMBUS 


Colum‘us, O., Dec. 8. 
lrama and farce will he re- 
with the of the 
Players, reo comp-ny, at 
Hotel Virginia here. Norman 
pene er will return to play chornacter 

ris and act as m2na‘'ine pr-ducer, 


Melo 


opening 


sesociated with James Macfarlane as 


direcicr. 
Opening bill will be 


‘Ms 


‘in Martin’ 


or ‘Murder in the Old Red Barn’ 
aymond Neyhert will be the lead- 

| ing man and Lee Taylor leading 
woman. ide ‘e will be four others 

in the be cast, to which extra . 

players will Se added when needed. 


Strickland Out of St. ‘Toit 


St. Louis, Dec. 8. 
“nawles Strickland. for the past 
fou yors director of the Little 
tre uw St. Louis, will not reiurn 
to the “job at the exviration of the 
| pre ent contract. trickland’s en- 
leavor for cienh-grefeasl ywalism 
nst the growing tendency for 


amateur m caused a parting of the 
ways. 

William G. B. Carson, English 
| prof of Washington U and prez of 
the Board of Directors of the Little 
Theatre, said Strickland’s plans 
called for compensating persons ape 
pearing in plays and the board was 
in no position to finance such 
i methods. 
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BROTHER RAT | 


F j 
Baltimore, Dec. 7. 
seven scenes by 


Three-act enes _ 
Fred Finklehoffe; 


John Monks, 


comedy in 
Jr.,. and 


ataged by George Abbott; sets, Cirker. rnd 
tobbins; presented by Abbott at Maryland 

theatre, Baltimore; $2.20 top. 

Mrs. Brooker....... Curtis Burnley Railing 

Joyce Winfree.......66- vies ae Wyn Cahoon 

RRS AO ee eeceee- Anna Franklin 

Claire Ramm......<«« cccccecee Mary Mason 

Harley Harrington...ccce-+-- Richard Clark 
Zing Edwards. ....cccccsccsss: Eddie Albert 
tillv Randolph. .......e.. Frank Albertson 

Bate RICO... .ccsctscccececs Ka 1 | 

Dan Crawford Feet I I 

A. Furman nsend, J 4 

‘Newsreel > 

rripo A PBs o cwecteede iio 

Grant Bottome.....ceees- 

PER cv'ton es os vhs cere ge Da 1 Hoff 

Lieut. Rogers neent York 

Co Ramm : irrol \sl 1 
Membe i} gual Ja M 

Wa r Wa and Robert O’'D ’ 


Earlier this season a pair of entries 
on Broadway had 
locales; both were bitter recrimina- 
tions of life in such institutions, and 
both curled after their first weeks. 
Plays with such locales would seem 
to be this year’s cycle, for along 
comes this third entry, directly stat- 
ing that its action takes place at Vir- 
ginia Military Institute. ‘Brother 
Rat,’ however, has a broad slapstick j 
applied to its contents and, possibly 
because it is so gay, appears to have 
high hopes for a N.Y. run. 

Script is by a pair of V.M.I. class- 
mates of the ‘32 class. Boys are bow- 
ing in as playwrights and seem to 
know their way around. 

It is, perhaps, one of the slickest 
comedies ever turned out with a col- 
lege background. Lads are not only 
collegians in the piece, but cadets to 
boot—which supplies two distinc- 
tive and fruity founts of humor. Bits 
of biz about kaydet life are readily 
communicable and understandable to 
lay audiences who have never peered 
into even so much as a catalog: that 
phase, plus the natural collese stuff, 
bunches up a meaty parcel of mate- 
rial—and the authors haven’t fum- 
bled any angles. 

Central characters are a triumvi- 
rate of First Classmen, and their 
harried round.of life, love and laugh- 
ter from a period twe months before 
their diplomas are handed to ’em to 
the night before commencement. 

Characters are standard. but well 


military school 


‘ et ae onan .| for more; Ilka Chase is satisfactorily 
posed for the purvese. There is the best of those that have been done; | 


grim plodding. likable lad to whom 
studies come hard and the breaks 
harder; the insouciant, debonair gav- 


Saath Oc eoenee tihe eaes Mantr the | ica,’ which flopped in both legit and | 


good-grey-granite guy who can sive | 
it or take it—but always stoically. 


Characters involve themse'ves with | found both in plays wherein the| ™ents in a hospital sequen-- 


their girls, sneaking out after taps. 
hazing the frosh and slivpine out of 
scrapes and near-debacles with offi- 
cers of the school and superior-rank- 
ing classmates. 

Writing is keen and crisv. Han- 
pily all the humor applies to. and is 
born of, the situations and lacale: a 
gaz book ho-n’t been hauled in to! 
help out. 
act moves a bit haltinely becaite th> 


be fortified. but, aside from that. the 


York. 

Cast is uniformly fine. Of note is 
the fact that Frank Albertson. film 
juve, goes ‘eit for the first time in 
one of the leads. It's the fat com- 
edy role but ¢.lbertson adds much 
to it; really trots out some trouping 


that surprises and, when the Coast 
scouts sight his performance, they 
will probably rush him right back to 


contrived and often sparkingly writ- 
ten, but still a stunt. 
Result is a play that is inclined to 
grow tiresome as it proceeds. It has 
some bright and amusing scenes and 
others that are painfully hackneyed 


d teresting. In toto, it im- | 

a asinn quest tag? frequently clever | HELL FOR LEATHER 
indigo order) than | London, Nov. 27. 

in prolog and three acts, by Barre 








lines (often of 


} 


| by its dramatic development. Play, 





flickers, Eddie Albert lends much to As for story, there is all but none. | Lyndon, — Produced by Claud Gurney at 
his sympathetic part. 5 “ Playwright introduces her women eng yo Logan London, Png 
Abbott staging is the slick job he | (the important ones being of the | Shek Seabee coe oe Victor Rietti 
can always manage on a comedy;| 100) well-fed, pampered type) im} picky Reynolds ...+.+++++-Geoflrey Symes 
there are three different sets, all fine. | 71045’ where a mere man wouldn't | skid ........... seceeeesece Sam Wilkinson 
Trio of revolving stages are used to | be able to intrude. They include a | Jim Lee .......seeeeeeeeees.+-Alee (lines 
expedite scene-switching. _ Uniforms | hair-dresser’s, a fitting room, a bou- | Ramanent Knight ease oseed samOrs Memees 
the boys wear are authentic. | doir, a room in a lying-in hospital. | el Mbewen .....ccccccc. 2. idan Nertots 
Warners bankrolled the produc-| .° Women’s hotel room in Reno, a| Cliff Bellamy ...e+eeeesess: Bernard Nedell 
tion, and seem to have a nice prop-| j,qies’ lounce at a night club, and| Hilda Morgan ....... . Olive Makeney 
erty for films. Bert. even a bathroom. Femmes appear Charte; se teerseerereee er we 
“ = in various states of undress and sas pS ed : ies sect ene *” Helene © aed 
| soend much of their time in paih@ | Rosalie ..scccccccvcegsss llona Ferénee 
THE WOMEN | dalous. scurrilous and impure COMN- | M. Simone cesceessessseeee Cot D'Ordan 
versation. l PEF eccccece eer ern Haine 
Philadelphia, Dec. 8. Central characters, Marv Haines meee Coe rccccessecesess . ; D k a 
Piey Se Cis Beotie ee rg (played by Margalo Gillmore) 1s the — ical“ evOs 
t. Ph sg tesa "De 7. ‘36. Staged victim of both a cheating husband Author is a specialist for a Lon- 
Sine} ettings, Jo Miel and catty, scandal-mongering friends. | gon new spaper on motoring, and is, 
5 FED OREO anne Teeman | Latter are by far the worse. therefore, thoroughly familiar with 
ney . Nan Hamilton | Hubby steps out; there is no ques-| the technical jargon and procedure. 
O° EPA £5 Ad enne Marten tion es. Oe 0 - ig ayn Ree a In this respect, the details are obvi- 
AVihis++0esrecanssses~. oo) oe ee oree of he . gu — wd 4s wees “a ously correct. Judged as a play, it 
~ ae pales AOR Sa \lareale Gillmore | that Mary would have dgecidea On| is rather conventional, with the in- 
ame, Aortic ala Kthel Jackson | divorce. At the last moment (In| sredients of old-fashioned melo- 
Olga gtd eeu woes tea) ace ues dna Hibbard | Reno) she deenly regrets it but,| drama. It will probably be a suc- 
First eo ——— ok de icheabe ae pat | afterwards, she decides to forget him | cess because of the depiction of the 
Second Hairdresser. +++s+e-+++" o0"\vatson| and become an interior decorator.| French Grand Prix annual motor 
SMU 6 cdcviacdaxscsvueseas Eloise Bennett| In the end, she grabs hubby back race, which is staged with a realism 
RMR Pate iat Ciws'eaaceses Marjorie Dalton | from his second wife by using a few} that makes for thrills. 
atl "More ag ho laley + Aaa Pear cota | deev-dved feminine wiles of her Story begins with a prolog show- 
ae Ee aa, ** “Jessie Busley| OWn. Her ruse, by the way, is al-| ing a villainous driver losing his | 
Millim@r.....cee ee eeeeeeeees Jean Rodney | most the only natural, completely | way while driving through Italy, ac- 
First Saleswoman seeeeess Doris Day | human action of the play. The rest| companied by the dQaughter of a 
a aid daleswoman. ...... ‘es tsi daemee | are all ‘made to order’ and the vari-| large motorcar manufacturer. They 
eabeke Mitte, Coe? oc.  Retty Lawford | ous characters are just as the audi-/ are compelled to stay at a_ hotel 
Third Saleswoman........- Lucille Fenton| ence figures they are going to be. over night. Another drunken rac- 
Witter... eereresseeseeeee SOY gt pried | These other characters include one | ing driver enters their room and the 
judg 3 aabbertege ves Beryl oy adace | young matron who is separated from | villain introduces the girl as his 
Princess Tamara nn. Arlene Francis | her mate because of some petty | wife. 
fxercise Instructress......+..- Ann Hunter | argument over finances and who just| __ When the first act opens, the 
ew «Soi da renee Be ry Gocl | misses the Reno finale by telling| liquor-imbibing driver arrives to! 
Miss Trimmerback.. baoeeh ‘es - Mary Murray hubby over the phone that she is drive for the father of the girl and 
NUPS@. eee e cette cee eweeeeens Lucille Fenton| going to have a baby; include one | recognizes her. She is in love with 
met BLA te pak Santer M ea Geteheah completely no-good gal, Sylvia. who another of her father’s drivers and 
Miriam Aarons......... sudrey Christie | 20eS her best to break up all her the owner of the secret endeavors 
Lady Gribblesdale......... "Mary Howes | friends’ marriages: one common lit-| t® protect her. Becoming tanked 
HeIONG. 6. eee rere eee eeeees Arlene Francis | tle blonde who takes Mary’s husband | Once more he spills the beans and 
Cigaretie Giri... Mardorie Wood | away from her; manicures, models, the girl’s fiance goes into the race 


Here is an interesting novelty, if 
far from being a fine play. Author’s 
characterizations and her dialog are 
far better than her subject matter, 
which is filled with familiar cliches. 
Reason for that is very likely the 
unconventional angle of the piece, 
which calls for an all-femme cast. 

‘The Women’ is not the first ail- 
feminine cast play to receive produc- 
tion in recent years, but it is the 


superior, for example, to ‘From Nine 
to Six.’ Shubert importation that 
never hit Broadway. and ‘Dr. Mon- 


film. Nevertheless. there is in Clare 
Boothe’s new play the same definite 
sense of ‘straining’ which is to be 


characters are all of the same sex 
(‘Journey’s End’ being the kind that 
must be excepted) and in those em- 
ploying a minimum of characters 
(two being a good example) and in 
which telephones, doorway conver- 
sations, etc., are used to suggest un- 
seen characters. 


" , Masculine characters of ‘The Wom- 
First scene in the first en’ are not even allowed to come as | in 
: L , near as the outer doorsill; only twice 
action takes a bit lone to really get| do they call by telephone the many 
going. but once it does there is n>) women characters introduced. They 
lame mament. Act two curtain covld | (the men) are panned from hell to | Quack 

e breakfast throughout three acts, and 
piece can well stand as is in New some of those under discussion sound 
so interesting that those out front 


would like to meet them. In a way 
' that is to the credit of Miss Boothe. 


who has achieved so much by the 
use of expository dialog but, by the 
piav’s 
is a stunt—cleverly 


same _ token. 


it exposes the 
weakness. It 
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hairdressers, pedicures, exercise in- | 
| structresses, cigarette girls, ladies’ 
room matrons. Most of them are of | 
an unnleasant breed. 

Staging by Robert Sinclair is ex- | 
cellent within the play’s limitations 
and Mielziner’s sets (12 in all) fit the 

| perecnailities of the people and the | 
modern streamline and cocktail spirit 
of the story perfectly. 

Miss Gillmore is a trifle colorless 
as Mary but the part hardiy allows 


seeing red and bent on killing the 
man who did his girl wrong. 

In the final scene, where the boy 
wins the race, dashing first over the 
line, but crashing through the fill- 
ing and observation pit, there is a 
thrill of sufficient merit to put over 
a play of much lesser calibre. No 
small credit is due to the producer 
| who handled this scene masterfully 
on a _small stage. Story is a 
natural for pictures. 

| Bernard Nedell is well fitted for 
pestiferous as Sylvia; Audrey Chris- | em Olk 5" = intemperate driver, 
tie is cavital in a_ comparatively | }), Geet i lakeney is seen here for 
|small role; Betty Lawford shows Fine ¥i po ee sympathetic role. 
how a irl can take a bath on the Pica Lepressed acting comes 





| 


ys Abroad 


often been used, but, handled by 
such an expert as Georg Kaiser, js 
able to prove that, at times, the stage 
may be used to ‘give the populace 
a lesson,’ as Schiller once said. 

Roebbeling, manager of the Burg. 
theatre, quoted this at the press re. 
ception preceding the first showing 
of Kaiser’s latest. And Kaiser’s 
dialog is always extraordinary. 

Occasionally it’s a thriller, occa- 
sionally it weakens; but Kaiser keeps 
the story moving. 

The end-—Ossian learns his lessons. 
He goes back to letter carrying 


Mauss 





ALL WAVE 


London, Nov 5 


Revue presented by Archie de Bear and 
J n F. MacGregor devised and edited by 
de Bear additional sketches iwnd=sity 
Eric Maschwitz Greatrex Newman Jack 
Strachey; music, Strachey. Features Stane 
ley Holloway, Peggy Cochrane Radie 
Three, Naunton Wayne, Carl Rernard 
Jenny Dean, Horace Kenney, Luanne Shaw, 
Jack Train, William Stephens, Percival 
Maskey and his Band At Duke of York's 


London, Nov. 24, °S6 


After being out of the West End 
limelight for a couple of seasons, 
Archie deBear attempts a comeback 
at the Duke of York’s with a revue 
designed as a travesty on broadcast- 
ing. It is not a bad effort, but not 
quite good enough to compete with 
modern productions. 

There is not a sufficient number 
of dominant personalities. Skits and 
numbers are insufficiently pointed 
and lack inventiveness. As a conse- 
quence the items all seem drawn-out. 

There are one or two pretty num. 
bers. some of the comedy ideas are 
good, and peonle like Stanley Hol- 
loway, the Radio Three and Peggy 
Cochrane would have pleased cone 
siderably if they did half as much 
and others of equal merit had been 
commandeered for the other half. 

Production and stasing are not up 
to West End standards of the present 
day. Jolo. 


TO AND FRO 


London, Nov. 27. 
parts. Book and Ivrica, 
Simon Carnes: additional 


Revus tn two 
Edgar Blatt, 


seenes, Herbert Farjean, Osbert Silwell, 
Aubrey Ensor: music, Nat Ayer, Jr. Proe 
duced by Esme Percy; presented by Peter 
Farauharsoen: dances and ensembles pro- 
duced by Bothy Tranter: featured plaver, 
Viola Tree. Hermione Baddeley, Zoe Winn 
|} Cyril Ritchard and Emma Percy At 
Comedy theatre, London, November 26, °36, 


, from Edgar : , 
| stage and still not get the show] who Fy ae as a veteran 
raided, and Phyllis Povah is equally whelming or e race with an over- 
convincing in her obstetrical mo-| ,ijjed a emonition he will be! 
| ion onald Shiner admirably 
| contributes a li i ees 
| Waters. es a line of comedy as a 


cockney mechanic. 

Author of ‘The Amazing Dr. Clit- 
| terhouse,’ who wrote this one, seems 
| ON BROADWAY | to have clicked once more. 


Jolo,. 
| 


|THE COUNTRY WIFE 





Los des Ocsiaie Balvesen 











Revival of William Wvyeherly’s comedy ‘F Ra 
two acts, presented Dec. 1 at Henry \ ate of Ossian ivesen’) 

Miller’s, N. Y.. by Gilbert Miller and , Vienna, Nov, 27. 
staged by him; Ruth Gordon starre!; $3.30 | Comedy in five acts by Geere Kaiser: 
_ ” | Presented by Burg Theater, Novy a "36: 
Mr. BORGER. cdc cabescdececcs Roger Livesey | “rected by Roebbeliag; sg ings, Ren oti ; 

Teeter CU eee eee Geasze- Carr Geiling. Ee ae ee 
Ds chk ob l'on bie ¥eldeowrwws Raymond Joh>son | Ossian Balvesen....... Ewal % : 
Sir Jasper Fidget.......... Geerse Graham | Tenny............ ocesee Rone Aloach Rett 
SANG NOOO s fur) vp sheen nd ba8 treve Browne POMS iit 6p NERS Cannes cease 4 Mar in Krame P 
Mrs. Dainty Fidget......... Edith Atwater | UR, 0655 6deibé sive Ar Ulrich sett J 
ON FO eres Antony Quayle | Glynn....... ektthesiae le Treaster 
Mr. Doriltant.......-- Stephen Ker Anpleby | ei a cae 
Date SOR. 6 o83.44'6.4'04 0% e8 Louis Heetor Al : ‘ 
eee Percy Waram)!., ge eee ee first prize 
Mrs. Pinchwife .. Ruth Gordon | in ottery—almost Pl 

: TreT Treen i St. 8) 
eee ee Pee ee REO TC CPE Helen Trenhelme + bas 
Mrs. Squeamich...,........ Helena Pickard | -—----—— pllineiasianinitttasichitniaeen 
Lucy (Alithea’s Maid)....... Jane Vaughan 
Old Lady Squeamish....... --. Violet Bessen | i H Sot 
ee one pice ot _—— | with a fellow who, having visited 
France, returns with the story he’s 





| If this bawdy Wycherly play gets 


cause ‘ Ci 
|across it will Je because of Ruth ause of an escapade. 


|Gordon. She lifts the performance pease -eaeee, Mr. Horner is a 
out of its a.k. doldrums, especially | ay —— gallant. who, because of 
\in the second of the toa lon= two! 2S alleged condition, makes free 
| acts. Impression, is that ‘The Coun- | with the wives of unsuspecting 
| try Wife’ will be a class draw for a | “POUSeS- His eye falls on the 
moderate envagement. Countsy wife, which makes her 

Revival was done at Westnort sum- | asian husband wild with jeal- 
mer before last with Miss Gordon in | °USY:, Mr. Pinchwife had made the 


the lead.. Gilbert Miller and Helen |rounds of the bawdy houses too often 
| with Mr. Horner not to know the 


Hayes became interested. They are | fellow 


said to be 50-50 on the presentation, | Wh : 
as they were in the recent London |. en he dresses his country wife 
in boy’s clothes, Mr. Horner is not 


showing at the old Vic, where Miss 


Gordon and most of th? sunporting fooled, judging from the way he 
cast appeared. Production and cos-|"'*S¢» and kisses the ‘lad.’ Most 


tumes were mace over there, where 
such things are less costly. 
| London knows the Wycherly play 
| and others which are revived at odd 
| times. On this side ‘Country Wife’ 
ij has but rarely been seen, last show- 
| ing having been about 35 years ago, 
|}althoush a group of amateurs staged 
it for two nights scveral years back. 
It was first shown in London's Drury 
Lane in 1673, and is indicative of the 
time, during the rei¢n of Charles II, | 
known as the Merry Monarch. 

Ore drop pictures a building upon 
| which is inscribed ‘School for Cuck- 
| olds,’ which tips off the theme, that 


amusing bit comes when the husband 
compels the little one to write Mr. 
Horner a letter denouncing his at- 
tentions. Letter writing bit 
Miss Gordon at the top of her artful 
impression of the country’ wife, 
thirsting for the favors of Mr. Hor- 
ner, the gallant. 

Asides, soliloquies, becurled wigs 
of the men who are dolled up in the 
flossy costumes of the period, those. 





erence to sexy things go to make the 
play unusual. 
tha ¢ aC - 

the manager and the actress took a 
fling at reviving the play. After the 


| has its uses. 


With so much collaboration a 
much better show should have been 
the result. Seems like collaborators 
got together after a very hectic 
night, feeling sore with’ the world 
and everything in it. 

It is all very well to kid famous 
personalities. the houses of Parlia- 
ment. the British Broadcasting Corp., 
and the film producing colony—but 
it must be done obviously enough to 
be understood bv the masses. That's 
where most of the scenes here fail. 

Some of the cameos are under- 
stood to have encountered censor 
trouble, but the astonishing part 1s 
that others got by. 

Show is not intended to be a pre- 
tentious affair, beins built for the 
two-for-one customers. As such it 
Best vart is the music 


| by Nat A-rer. jr., who looks like get- 


become physically handicapped be- | 
Actually this | 


has | 


of the women and the constant ref- | 


It is easy to see why | 


(of wives havint affairs without the Premiere one scene went out and 
|knowledee of their husbands. Word- | the show tightened. 

|age of the play is often tinged with|. Roger Livesey as the decorative 
lecherous comment which would|Mr. Horner heads the supporting 
| hardly pass in a modern comedy. It) cast, it being his first appearance 
| Is all dolled uv .n production and over here. Helen Trenholme, Percy 
| colorful costumes. but only occa- Waram, George Graham. Irene | 
; sionally is the performance really | Srowne and Helena Pickard (Lady | 
diverting. Hardwicke) are among the sizable 
| Siory itself would never pass cen- | cast which endeavors to ma’ the 
sorship these days, having to doj| play as gay as possible. Ibee 


ting some place in time. 

Newcomer, Zoe Winn. Canadian 
girl, has a nice personality, which 
is revealed even with the bad mate- 
rial, while Viola Tree will one day 
be discovered by some Hollywood 
producer, be viven some lessons in 
makeun, and click bie, * 














| “Red, Hot and Blue,” Alvin, N.Y- 
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American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts 


Founded (864 Oy Franklin 4. Sargent 
HE first and foremost in- 
stitution for Dramatic and 

Expressional Training. The in- 

struction furnishes the essen- 

tial preparation for Directing 
and Teaching as well as for 

Acting. 


Winter Term Begins Jan. 15 


Crteaice of sii Courses ‘rom the Saerstery 
Koom 247, Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 
' 
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‘Show Is On Capacity at $29,000, 
With ‘Take It’ Going Up, Philly 


+ 
- « 





Philadelphia, Dec.’ 8.' 

With the Erlanger dark again+and 
due to stay so until Christmas night 
—-Philly’s legit went back to a three- 
house basis, one of the trio being 
the pop-priced Locust. 

‘Show Is On’ was very big again 
in its second and last week at the 
Forrest. Without the two nights of 
boosted scale that helped tilt the 
first week’s biz, the revue neverthe- 
less managed to hook a rousing $29,- 
000 with capacity at nearly every 
performance. First sock grosser of | 
the 1936-’37 season here, although | 
biz has been generally good. 

‘You Can’t Take It With Yow’ 
drawing all rave notices but one, | 
built rapidly by Saturday but gross 
of $7,500 wasn’t anything to rave 
about. Expected to get $12,000 this | 
week. 

‘Moon Over Mulberry Street’ took 
some critical pannings at the Locust 
and, although it’s holding a second 
week, attendance isn’t promising any 
profit. 

One opening this week ‘The 
Women,’ Max Gordon try-out at the 
Forrest for a two weeks’ stay. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Show Is On’ (Forrest, 2nd week). 
Over $29,000. Very big and repre- 
senting virtual capacity but no tilted 
scale, as was the case on the first 
week. ‘The Women’ opened last 
night with an all-femme cast. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
(Chestnut, lst week). All rave no- 
tices but one. Built slowly. but 
could only get $7,500. Got $1,200 
Friday and nearly $2,000 Saturday 
night. 

‘Moon Over Mulberry Street’ (Lo- 
cust, Ist week). Pop-priced show 
not doing very much. Mebee $5,000. 


ONLY CHI SHOW, 
LETTY, BIG 
$13,000 





is 








Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Here’s a town of 3,000,000, with a 
drawing population of nearly 2,000,- 
000 more, and only one legit. Of 


| At $3 top, total 





course, that show is doing excel- 
lently, grosses running well over 


$13,000 for the ‘Leaning on Letty’ 
small nut hook-up. Town's other 


show ‘Call It a Day,’ called it a run' 


WPA HAS L.A. LEGIT 


on Saturday (5) after four okay 
weeks at the Grand. First two weeks 
under the American Theatre So- 
ciety auspices gave it plenty of mo- 
mentum and comment, which car- 
ried the show through for the addi- 
tional fortnight. 

‘Nothing due now until Christmas 
night, when ‘First Lady’ with Jane 
Cowl comes into the Harris. 

_WPA musical, ‘O Say Can You 
Sing,’ which has been in rehearsal 
since last June, is now scheduled 
for a get-away tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) at the Great Northern. But you 
never can tell. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Call It a Day,’ Grand (1,300; $2.75). 
Closed its four-week run here on 
Sunday (5) to good $13,000. 


| 


‘SCANDALS’ IN SOUTH 


$5,000 On Two Nights in Louisville | 
—$2,300 1 Show in Nashville 








Louisville, Dec. 8. 

George White’s ‘Scandals’ did a 
gross of approximately $5,000 for two 
night performances and a matinee 
(4-5) at the Memorial Auditorium, 
to usher in the legit season. Of the 
total, $1,000 will go for State and 
Federal tax, which explains why 
road shows are ducking this town. 
tax amounts to 67 
cents, a handicap which has put the | 
ban on flesh shows playing this town. 








Nashville, Dec. 8. 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ pulled 
only approximately $2,300 in a one- 
night stand at the Ryman Audi- | 
torium last Wednesday (2) night. | 
Audience and critics were enthusi- 
astic. 





$26,000, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 

Katharine Cornell demonstrated 
her b.o. potency here again last week 
by grabbing off nearly $26,000 with 
‘Wingless Victory,’ to run up a new 
high for the year. She’s always been 
dynamite locally but more so this 
year, since it’s the first full week 
she’s played locally since ‘Barretts.’ 
Her ‘Romeo and Juliet’ was booked 
for only a split week and last sea- 
son in ‘St. Joan,’ laryngitis took her 
down near the close of the engage- 
ment and she knocked off the final 
three performances, 

Sale of $3.30 mitigated against ca- 
pacity on the lower floor but, for 
the rest of the house, it was prac- 
tically a sell-out at every perform- 
ance. Both matinees saw about 50 
standees. 

Nixon has ‘Call It A Day’ current 








Hooray for Dixie 





Memphis, Dec. 8. 

There’s plenty of money 
down in Dixie for good shows. 

Within one week George 
White's ‘Scandals’ in a two-day 
engagement got approximately 
$8,200 at the Orpheum, and “The 
Great Waltz’ $10.400 for three 
performances at the City Audi- 
torium, 





|tory’ the first half of this week at 
| $3.30 top. Advance sale up to Satur- 
|day (5) was $10,000. 


CORNELL SOCK | 





} 
| 


| Summer,’ 








‘END SUMMER’ 
$13,000 IN 2 
STANDS 


Cincinnati, Dec. 8. 
Cox is doing capacity biz with 
Katharine Cornell in ‘Wingless Vic- 





It’s severe op- 
posish for George White’s ‘Scandals’ 
at the indie Taft all week with a 
$2.83 top. Latter is the first revue 
here this season and the only road 
show competish for the Shubert 
house. 

‘End of Summer’ with Ina Claire 
and Osgood Perkins grossed approxi- 
mately $7,500 and near capacity at 
the Cox on the last half last week. 





Indianapolis, Dec. 8. 
Ina Claire and Osgood Perkins, at 
the English theatre for two perform- 
ances, Nov. 30 and Dec. 1, in ‘End of 
played to near capacity 
houses both nights. 
Gross approximated $5,500. 


‘BLOSSOM TIME’ FAIR 
$7,600 IN CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, Dec. 8. 
Fair $7,600 was collected by ‘Blos- 
som Time’ at a $2.20 top, although 
the Hanna’s balcony seats went fast 











|and Saturday matinee was a sell-out. 


to wind up the ATS series of six | 


plays, with ‘Show Is On’ coming in 
next week ahead of its Broadway 
opening. House goes dark Christ- 
mas week (21). 
Estimate for Last Week 

Wingless Victory’ (Nixon; 2.100: 
$3.30). Cornell rolling up a great 
$26,000 in new Maxwell Anderson 
play. Stiff scale hurt lower floor 
somewhat evenings but rest of the 
house practically clean. 








SITUATION IN HAND 


Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 
Theatre Project 





Federal! 


currently, with both the Biltmore 
(downtown) and El Capitan in 
Hollywood still shuttered, awaiting 
commercial attractions. 

Project is bringing in one new 
play this week, ‘Uncle Vanya,’ at the 
Musart Thursday (10). Others are 
holdovers. 


WPA 





‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1.000; | 


$2.75) (3d week). 
wood show his 
lently. 
performances showed stronger 
than first week. Indications for suc- 
cessful run well into new year. 

A WPA 

‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ Blackstone. 
farry Minturn direction and opera- 
tion sending this show along to good 
Pace. 


caught on excel- 


“O,. Say Can You Sing?’ Great | 
Northern. . Slated. to get away to- 
morrow (Wednesday) as first mu- 


Sical venture by the local WPA. 


‘Night’ $8,000, St. L. 


St. Louis. Dec. 8. 
Although receiving 100% favor 
from local crix, ‘Night of Jan. 16’ 
closed a week’s stand at the Ameri- 
can theatre Saturday (5) with a take 
of approximately $8,000, fair. 
Lack of an outstanding star in the 








cast and tricky title are held respon- | 
Sible for slowing up the b.o. activity. | 
three | 


Karen Andrea beat the rap 
times and was convicted nine times 
during the run here. 


Jane Cowl in ‘First Lady’ began a 


week's stand Monday (7). 


Cowl $8,500, Ind., 4 Shows 


Indianapolis. Dec. 8. 
Jane Cowl in ‘First Lady.’ at the 
“Nflish theatre for four perform- 
ances (Dec. 3-5). encouraged 
locai gentry to deposit; . 
$8,500 at the box office, 





= 4anlar 
Dp! ONT Ly 
which is 


very good;, $2-75 jom,..,. 


Charlotte Green- | 


Last week’s $13,000 on nine} wood. Playhouse. 
pace | go, folding on Dec. 19. 


the | 


‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ Mayan, 
winds up Sunday (13) after a profit- 
able run. 

‘Purple Is as Purple Does,’ Holly- 
One more week to 


‘Uncle Vanya,’ Musart. Makes its 
debut Thursday (10) for the cus- 
tomary two weeks. 

‘East Is West,’ Mason, winding up 
ia second so-so week Sunday (13). 


Marietta’ $10,000, D.C 


Washington, Dec. 8. 








etta’ got away with approximately 
$10,000 at the National last week. 
Manager Steve Cochran admitted the 
show was lightweight in comparison 
to the rest of this season’s product 
and sold the drama eds on giving it 
a helping hand. 

Capital’s only legit stage is booked 
solid through the holidays for the 
first time in years. Current is “Show 








Is On.’ Next in is Walter Huston’s 
‘Othello.’ 
’ 
‘Co-Respondent’ $2,000 
Newark, Dec. 8 

Slump is still on at the Shubert 
Theatre and ‘Co-Respondent Un- 
known’ with James Rennie and 


Josephine Dunn meant little to local 
theatregoers, though the play and 
stars got fair reviews. Current at- 
| traction is ‘Naughty Marietta.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Co-Respondent Unknown’ Shubert 
(1.970; 56-$1.50). Probably suffered 
from pre-Christma slump. among 
other thines. B.o. made.a very poor 
account of itself, $2,000, 


| 


| 


|low-priced seats are already gone. 


} 


shows | 
| have the town entirely to themselves 


Mild reviews and a.slow start were 
the primary handicaps. 

Landslide advance sale for Katha- 
rine Cornell's ‘Wingless. Victory,’ 
opening a three-day date Thursday 
(10), augurs over-capacity crowds 
for the entire run. Nearly all the 


Elmer Rice’s ‘Not for Children’ is 
being currently done by the Cleve- 
land Play House. Federal theatre is 
still dark. 


| for 





Estimate fer Last Week 
‘Blossom Time.’ Henna (1,435; 50c- 
$2.20). Should hsve done at. least 
$10,000, but town is enparently tired 
of revivals: enly £7,600. 


Tohacca’ $5,609, Balto 


Raliimore, Dec, 8. 

‘Tobacco Road’ tTaylor Holmes) 
at $1.67 top, did well last week at 
Ford's. snagging £5.600, which meant 
some profit for boih the attraction 
and house. Wes the third stand 
‘Road’ has mace here end, after the 
wow “biz the piece did on its first 





i two visits. there was some appre- 
hension about last weck’s engage- 
ment. 

This week the indie Maryland re- 
opened for the tryout of George 
Abbott's procuction. ‘Erother Rat,’ 
comedy b.r’d by Warners. At $2.20 
top. it got off to a good start last 
(Monday ) nieht. 

Ford's. dark this session, relights 


Shubert revival of ‘Naughty Mari- 


next week with ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Tobacco Read, Ford's (1,988; 
$1.67). Third trip through for the 
piece and. et pop-price top, biz was 
good at $5.600. 





Broadway List Sags, But Coward 
$27,000, ‘Tovarich, Door’ Capacity 





There were some exceptions, but | 
the most part Broadway’s list} 
sagged last week from the high gross | 
levels of Thanksgiving week. Sea- | 
sonal drop preceding the Christmas- | 
New Year’s period was discounted 
by most managers. ‘White Horse Inn’ 
got about $10,000 less than the holi- 
day week but made plenty of operat- 
ing profit. Its advance sale covering 
the end of the year holidays is ex- 
ceptionally strong. 

Among the standouts not affected 
was ‘Tonight at 8:30,’ which got $27.- 
000 on its first full week at the Na- 
tional. “Tovarich’ and ‘Stage Door’ 
were not affected and virtual 
capacity business, plus standees, was 
general for the standouts. Musical 
hit, ‘Red Hot and Blue’ grabbed an 
excellent gross of $29,500 

Among the latest arrivals, “The 
Country Wife’ appears to have a 
good chance at Henry Miller‘s. get- 
ting over $11.500 in seven perform- 
ances. ‘Prelude to Exile’ was rated 
over $12,000 at the Guild, mostly 
subscription money. 

‘Hamlet’ situation is now definite, 
Leslie Howard’s show going to the 
road after this week (plays Sunday 
night as a benefit), while Gielgud’s 
has been extended. It will move 
from the Empire to the St. James on 
Dec. 21, where it will remain three | 
weeks (until Jan. 9). That attrac- 
tion was among those which held to 
form last week, topping $18,000. 

‘Three Men on a Horse’ eased to 
slightly under $5,000, but the natural 
slump after Thanksgiving was be- 
lieved to have been a factor as much 
as the opposed film version. Show | 
reports having sold most of its tick- 
ets for New Year’s eve. 

Notice is up for ‘Swing Your Lady,’ 
Booth, but it may stay. ‘Pre-Honey- 
moon’ announces its last weeks at 
the Little but may bow out, too, this 
week. 

Next week’s incoming card holds 
several shows of promise: ‘You Can't 
Take it With You,’ Booth (‘Lady’ 
probably moving to the Golden); 
‘Days to Come,’ Vanderbilt; ‘Brother 
Rat.’ Biltmore, and a colored revue, 
again slated for the Comedy. | 





Estimates for Last Week 


‘Black Limelight,’ Mansfield (5th | 
week) (D-1,097-$3.30). Doing fair | 
business and, if lasting until holi- | 
days, may make the grade; $5,500 
estimated. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (55th week) | 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Run comedy off | 
with field last week, as anticipated; | 
dr-w around $8,000, which is profit- | 
able. | 

‘Dead End.’ Belasco (59th week) | 
(C-1,009-%3.20). Run drama dipped. | 
too, ard approximate gross was} 
67.60%: however, that betters an even 


' breck 


Winter Garden (resumed | 
env.) (25th week) 4(R-1,493-$3.85). | 
Goes to road after another week, | 
plan to move being. cancelled; due | 
in Chicago and later on Coast; esti- | 
mated under 29.000 last week;| 
Is On’ Christmas eve. 

‘Uamilet,’ Empire (9th week) (D-| 
1,096-£3.50). Eneagement again ex-| 
tended and will be moved to the 
St. James: cleaning up. with last} 
week’s takines over $18.000. 

‘Hamict,’ Imperial (5th week) (D- 
1.463-°3.50). Dipped under $12,000) 
lest week, but hed an excellent Sat- | 
urday: final week announced. | 

‘Holmes of Beker St.,” Masque (Ist 


‘I? -Thies.’ 


week) (D-789-93.30). Presented by 
Elizabeth Miele: adapted from Eng- 
lish by William Jordan Rapp from 


orizinal of Basil Mitchell: opens to- 
night. 
‘Idiot’s Nelight,’ Shubert (resumed 


eng.) (30th weck) (C-1,387-$3.30 ). 
Slipped more than expected, with 
gross under $18.000: lowest figure 


since opening; still big. 





‘In the Bar,’ Belmont (C-524-£3.30). 
Presenicd by Mack Hilliard; written 


Dead Fud’ Sock $13,500, Boston, 


But Euston’s ‘Othello’ Week 86 


E n, Dec. 8. 

‘Dead En in it cond week 
here topned its opcn sianza, and 
stood out solidly among other cur- 
rent sho Walter Huston’s 
‘Othello’ added } roof to the theory | 
that this Bard irescay one of 
the least popul i n is a big 
draw here crda:ner! but many oi 
his regulars ) to have forsaken 
him .in the role cf the Moor. Twe- 
for-one ducats were dusted off early 
in the week and once-over-lightly 
reviews did not help. 

‘Precious Stream.” in on the The- 
atre Guild subscription list, is doing 
all rieht with that aid. ‘New Faces’ 
folded for the season Saturday (5) 
after a dull second frame. 

‘Dead End’ stays for two more 


then Katharine Hepburn 


ane 


weeks. and 
S ecaer t\ 


ithe Colonial 


open J 
Te) 


Eyre’ at} 
Blossom Time’ openedi night (9 


at the Shubert Monday (7) at $2.20 


;tcp . Oo we ‘s 

Lstimates for Last Week 

| ‘Ded kLnd’ (Colonial: $2.10: 2nd 
we } j Dop\ lal pl n town, 
bu 'c » hen $17.50 after good 
onener. Two more weck 

‘Othcilo’ ‘Opera House: $2.75) 
Disovr $3.000 = fo Walter 
H on rer. 

‘Ladv Precious Stream’ (Plymouth: 
ry Meh D lst VCeK) Just Oo-s) draw 
but. with aid of subscription list, hit 
okav 10.000 

‘New Faces’ (Shubert: $3.30. 2nd 
week). Never got to first base and 
final week hit around $7,000. 

j WPA 

‘It Can't Happen Here’ (Repertory: 
55c. 6th week). Be Federal play 
yet tnis sez closing with about 
$500 take New one. ‘Life’s a Vii- 
lain.’ sleted for opening Wednesday 

). 


| week) 


| week) 


by Don Carle Gillette; due to light 
Saturday (12). 

‘Johnny Johnson,’ 44th St. (4th 
week) (M-1,323-$3.30). Propaganda 
play off to moderate start; last week 
just under $8,500. 


‘Matrimony Pfd.,?’ Playhouse (5th 
week) (D-878-$3.30). Moved up- 
| ward as indicated and gross was 


quoted at $10,200; looks set for all- 
winter stay. 


‘On Your Toes,’ Majestic (35th 
week) (M-1,717-$3.30). Dropped 
plenty, as did others last week; 
paced around $16,000, which was 
lowest money of engagement. 

‘Pre-Honeymoon,’ Little (33rd 
week) (C-1,375-$3.50). Final week, 
business having dropped under 
$3,000; next attraction will be 
‘Promise,’ now in rehearsal. 

‘Prelude To Exile,’ Guild (2d 
week) (D-914-$3.30). Drew. mild 


press, but expected to play beyond 
subscription period; first week esti- 
mated over $12,000. 

‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (7th 
week (M-1,355-$4.40). Commands 
corking draw and looks like cinch 
through season; last week bit under 
Thanksgiving going, but $29,500. 


‘Reflected Glery,’ Morosco (12th 
week) (CD-1,355-$3.30). Still mak- 
ing money but also off, with last 


| week’s gross approximating $10,000; 


another low. 

‘Stage Door,’ Music Box (8th week) 
(C-1,013-$3.30). Newer hit hardiy 
affected and standees late last week, 
with takings well over $19,000. 

‘Swing Your Lady,’ Booth (8th 
week) (C-704-$3.30). Notice up 
Monday but may move to Golden, 


‘You Can’t Take it With You’ com- 


ing here; around $6,000 last week; 
some profit. 

‘200 Were Chosen,’ 48th St. ‘4th 
week) (D-969-$3.30). Very good 


late last week, but little on earlier 
nights; around $4,000, 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ National (3d 
week) (C-1,132-$4.40). Difficult to 
secure tickets for Coward playlets, 
which vie with ‘Tovarich’ in agency 
demand: got $27,000 last week: com- 
plete sell-out. 

‘The Country Wife,’ Miller (2d 
(C-944-$3.30). Drew fairly 
good press and, with aid of parties, 
went to over $11,500 in first seven 
performances; has a good chance. 

‘Three Men On a Horse,’ Fulton 
(98th week) (C-913-$2.20). Dropped, 
with picture version the possible 
answer; bit under $5.000 last week. 

‘Tobacco Read,’ Forrest (157th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Now in 
fourth yeer; run drama still making 
some coin: last week off, but okay at 
around $5,500. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (9th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Just a matter of 
the number of standees: otherwise 
gross consistently over $21,000. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (41st week) (D-1.110- 
$3.30). Natural reaction after Thanks- 
giving eased pace, but gross last 
week topped $19,000; big at this time. 

‘White Horse Inn,’ Center (1lith 
(M-3,321-$3.85). Off plenty, 
but that was expected; advance sales 
will show up around the holidays; 
over $41,000 last week, however. 

Revivals. 

D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., Beck; 
Gilbert and Sullivan exponents who 
have been cleaning up since sum- 


/mer due out after three more weeks, 


‘Hedda Gabler,’ Longacre; fourth 

and final week, 
WPA 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Adelphi. 

‘Bassa Moona,’ Lafayette: African 
drama with music; opened last night. 

‘Jiggers of Jiggstown,’ Princess 
(Labor Stage); opens Thursday (11). 


FILM HURT ‘HOUR’ IN 
DETROIT, FAIR $9,000 


Detroit, Dee. 8. 

Film version of ‘Children’s Hour’ . 
seems to have taken plenty of cus- 
tomezs away from the original local- 
ly, or else it's the heavy pre-Xmas 
buying. Play didn’t do over $9.000 
for nine performances at the Cass 
here last week, despite lowering of 
prices from $2.75 to $2.20. 

‘End of Summer’ is current at the 
Cess at $2.75 top. Advance sale is 
heavy for Katharine Cornell's ‘Wing- 
le Victory.’ which moves into the 
Cass for a week tarting next Sun- 
day (13). 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Chilcren’s Hour,’ Cass (1,400: 








$2? 90 


ve. 


top). Too many evidently had seen 
the film version: even lowered ad- 
mish couldn’t snag more than fair 
© 000. 


‘Pride’ Fair 6G’s, K. C. 
Kansas City. Dec. 8. 
‘Pride and Prejudice,’ in four days 
and seven performances at the 2.1506 
eater Orpheum approximated a fair 
$6.000. Top $2.20. 
Night of January 16’ 
‘rently for a week, 


is here cure 
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Luce Corrects New Yorker 
Henry R. Luce, editor of Time, 


didn't think so much of the ‘Profile’ , 


December Books 


(Of Significance to Show Business) 


of him printed in the New Yorker | 


last week and was very decisive 
about it. Called at the office of the 
latter weekly with the idea of talk- 
ing it over with Wolcott Gibbs, whose 
signature was appended to the piece. 
Gibbs was absent, so Luce had it out 
with Harold Ross, editor of the New 
Yorker, with, it is understood, the 
proceedings getting considerably 
heated, 

Later Luce sat down with a copy 
of the piece and copy-read it con- 


siderably in red-ink, changing a 
number of ‘facts’ and items. The 
annotated version he sent to the 


office of the United Press, explaining 
that he wanted the service to have 
it ‘correct’ in its files for future use, 
if any. U. P. services Time in Wash- 
ington, 

Back of the whole thing is a long- 
time peeve, and back of the scenes, 
though not figuring is the argument, 
is Ralph McA. Ingersoll, former edi- 
tor of the New Yorker, who left that 
mag to take over editorship of For- 
tune, another mag on the Luce string. 
After he was with Fortune a while 
that monthly printed a longish and | 
factual article about the New Yorker 
set-up, finances, background, etc. 
New Yorker didn’t like it and waited 
a long time ‘to get even,’ the Luce 
piece being the payoff. 


| 


| 
| 





Freak Plagiarism 

American Magazine is going to great 
lengths, including letters to all lead- 
ing mags and editors, to vindicate H. 
Thompson Rich, author, of an alleged | 
plagiarism charge, despite the fact 
that a story in the American mag of | 
June, 1936, signed by Rich, is ad- 
mittedly plagiarized. 

Case is a freak one. Mag received 
and accepted a manuscript entitled 
*Pecos Jimmy,’ by H. Thompson Rich, 
with a Buffalo address Just before 
the mag was to appear, an American 
staff member thought he recognized 
part of it and started an investiga- 
tion. Turned out that it was a word- 
by-word lift from a story by F. R. 
Buckley, ‘Gold-Mounted Guns,’ which 
had appeared in Red Book in Octo- 
ber, 1922. American Mag was already 





on the stands at this time, and notn- | caption writers, $70, > ener | Collier’s could be considered a Can- | 
three years’ experience, $50; photo- | 


ing could be done about it except 
that the editors called in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and started 
to check up. Turned out that a 
young boy in Buffalo by the name of 
William Kwiatkowski had writen the 
story, sent it in, cashed the check 
and was willing to admit it. Also he 
was willing to admit having copied 
the by-line from some other mags 
‘to add prestige.’ Kid was arrested 
on a charge of violating the copy- 
right law, and on September 14 was 
sentenced to one year, with sentence 
suspended. 

Okay that far, but H. Thompson 
Rich, who peddles considerable stuff 
to mags, is out in the cold and not 
in any way covered. Young Kwiat- 
kowski returned the coin to Ameri- 
can Mag, but the story was around 
publishing circles that Rich had pla- 
giarized a story with details of the 
finding not yet known everywhere. 





Coronation Press 
London. 


year. 





‘Theatre Guild Anthology,’ 
Complete text of 14 plays pro- 
duced by the Guild; Random 
House; $3.50. 

‘Four-Star Scripts.’ Actual 
shooting scripts of four click 
films collated and edited by Lor- 
raine Noble; Doubleday-Doran; 
$2.50. 

‘Birth of the Ballet-Russes,’ 
by Prince Peter Lieven. Illus- 
trated history of the early days; 
Houghton-Mifflin; $4. 

‘Stage Door,’ play by Edna 
Ferber and George S. Kaufman; 


Doubleday-Doran, $2. 

Kalmar Ruby Song Book. 
Eleven song paradies by Bert 
Kalmar and Harry Ruby; Ran- 


dom House; $2. 


Guild’s New Deals 
Newspaper Guild concluded agree- 


ments with four more papers last 
week. With ratification of the 
agreement between Hearst's San 
Francisco Call-Bulletin and _ the 


Guild, every daily paper in that city 
now has a Guild unit. The Hearst 
Inquirer in Oakland, Cal., also con- | 
cluded an agreement. In Boston, 
the Herald-Traveller signed an 
agreement effective for one year, 
the first Guild agreement with any 
New England paper. An agreement 
was also concluded with the Peoria 
(iil.) Journal-Transcript, where a} 
strike was pending last week over 
the discharge of a photographer, 
The contract signed last week by 
the Daily News in N. Y. and the} 
Newspaper Guild, effective for 19) 
months, 


sets the highest minimum | 
wages yet established in any Guild | 
contract to date and the highest for | 
any daily newspaper in the country. | 

It will bring raises to 175 of the | 
staff, with estimated increased cost | 
to the News of $100,000 for the first | 
Some of the minimums established | 
are: 

Rewrite men (including reporters 
used interchangeably as_ rewrite 
men), copyreaders, make-up editors, | 


graphic printers, after four years’ 
experience, $60; photographers, after 


after three years’ experience, $60; | 
copyboys, after two years’ experi- | 


ence, $20. Other departmental em- 
ployees are covered by varying 
scales. 


The agreement includes a freedom 


lay any misconceptions regarding 
the results of unionization of edi- 
torial workers. Executives are ex- 
empted from joining, as are present 
staff members who are not mem- 
bers and do not wish to join. 

Commenting on the contract, 
Joseph M. Patterson, publisher, de- 
clared: 


spirit of the times. 
porter, as I used to be, I would apply 
for membership in the Guild.’ 


7 posted a new scale of minimum 





Sir Thomas McAra, who recently 
resigned the post of Secretary of the 
Newspaper Proprietors Association 
here, has been elected Chairman of 


wages and working hours. Sheets 
are two owned by Hearst and two 
b~ Manchester Boddy. 

Reporters and rewrite men with 





the Press Coronation Committee, 
which was formed to look after the 
interests of the newspapers for the 
Coronation. 

Included in those represented on 
the committee are the Newspaper 
Proprietors Assn., Newspaper Society, 
Newspaper Conference, Periodical, 
Trade Press and Weekly Newspaper 
Proprietors Assn., Foreign Press 
Assn., Assn., of American Correspond- 
ents in London, Empire Press Union, 
Photographic News Agencies, Ltd. 
and British International Photo- 
graphic Press Agencies. 

Bernard Alton, secretary of the 
Newspaper Proprietors Assn., oc- 
cupies a similar post on the com- 
mittee. 





Emo on Newsstands 


Commencing with the December 
issue, Eli 


M. Orowitz placed his | 


five years’ experience draw $45 
weekly minimum, with other salaries 
graduating downward 
| rately. Setup calls for a 40-hour 
| week. Newsmen see a joker in the 
deal, as the minimum applies only 
where workers have gained their five 
years experience ir the L. A. area. 
L. A. Newspaper Guild. chapter 
construes the scale a> a move to 
thwart their activity, which they say 
will only spur them on the harder 
and they will carry their fight to the 


as well as the others. 

Entire editorial staff of the North 
Shore Daily Journal, published in 
Flushing, N. Y., declined to go to 
work Monday (7). refusing to pass 
through a picket line set up by strik- 
ing members of the International 
Typographical Union. 

Guild unit in Flushing has been 





Movie Fan on the newsstands, the | 9Tganized for two and a half years, 


first fan club publication to try for | 


| but has not yet been recognized by 


general distribution. It is a tab-sized | the daily. 


sheet, smartly edited and devoid of 
the usual press agent stuff. The first 
newsstand edition was 100,000 copies, | 
supplementing the 85,000 mailed di- | 
rect to members of the Emo Movie 
Club, which was developed from the 
Emo broadcasts. These originally 
started as a local stunt in Philadel- 
phia, but Orowitz extended his field 
until his ‘casts practically cover all 
the centers. 





Chi Trib’s Promotions 
Changes in the Chicago Tribune's 
editorial staff makes Robert 
former assistant managing editor 
and city editor, full managing ed- 


slated to become assistant publisher 
following a three-month vacash. 
Advancements down the line make 





Some are personals with the others 
on disc, repeating the verbal trans- 
mission, 


W. D. Maxwell assistant managing | 


editor; J. L. Maloney city editor, 
and Frank Sturdy day city editor. 


three years’ experience, $65; artists, | 


commensu- , 


papers subscribing to the new scale, | 


Lee, | 


itor, replacing Edward Beck, who is} 


| Authors’ League’s WPA Peeve 


| Dissatisfaction with 
| Writers’ Project resulted in a re- 
|fusal last week by the Authors’ 
| League of co-operation in forming 
|a sponsoring committee for publica- 


the Federal | 





tion of the New York City Guide| 


until the reasons for the abuses com- 
plained of were corrected, Grounds 
for the refusal were outlined in a 
letter to Henry Alsberg, director of 
| the Federal Writers’ Project, from 
|Mare Connelly, president of the 
| tenes, who indicated that the 
League did not consider Alsberg per- 
|sonally responsible for the alleged 
| abuses. 
| The League accuses the WPA of 
| breaking faith by having refused to 
{employ on the WPA projects needy 
writers who had been receiving aid 
from private institutions, such as 
the Authors’ League Fund, after ex- 
pressly urging the League to con- 
tinue its private aid until the gov- 
lernment could set up a project for 
writers. 

It states further that a month has 
elapsed since a conference was 
promised with the head of the 


Emergency Relief Bureau to devise | 


a satisfactory test for applicants, 


lic relief agencies. The conference | 


has not yet taken place. 





Rehmer Loses Suit 

Decision in a suit which Sax 
Rohmer § started’ early in 1935 
against a Dutch publisher, who re- 
printed one of his stories which ap- | 
peared in Collier’s without author’s 
permission, has been rendered 
against the writer. Rohmer’s suit 
was based on the claim that simul- 





— 





Best Sellers 


ee 





‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00).... 


‘White Banners’ ($2.50) 
‘Yang and Yin’ ($2.50) 
‘Great Laughter’ ($2.50) eke 
‘A Prayer for My Son’ ($2.50) ... 


Best Sellers for the week ending Dec. 5, as reported by the 
American News Co., Ine. 


Fiction 


‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50).......+++- 

a Ee ER Lloyd a Douglas 
tne : OSG Fannie Hurst 
ee eestor eer eee ewer By Hugh Walpole 
Non-Fiction 


‘An American Doctor’s Odyssey’ ($3.50) By Doctor Victor G. Heiser 


‘Live Alone and Like It’ ($1.50). ........-...+00+-- By Marjorie Hillis 
‘Nine Old Men’ ($2.50)...... By Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 
‘Wake Up and Live’ ($1.75).........0.-eeeeeees By Dorothea Brande 
‘The Bible’ ($3.75) ....seeeceeeseseesee: By Ernest Sutherland ° Bates 


‘Around the World in 11 Years’ ($2.00) 
By Patience, Richard and John Abbe 


Oe nas By Margaret Mitchon 
...-By W. D. Edmonds 


..-By Alice T. Hobart 








May Affect Cut-rate Sales 
Decision by the Supreme court up- 
holding the California and Illinois 


‘fair trade’ laws is expected to put an | 
end to the practise by department | 


h Shaw Be eertiliad be pb | stores of using books as loss leaders. 
who mus a) 


N. Y. State Court of Appeals, 


| which declared that the Feld-Craw- 


ford trade act was unconstitutional 
1935, in the Double- 
day-Doran vs. R. H. depart- 
ment store case, will be asked to re- 


in November, 
Macy 


view its decision in view of the new 


interpretation placed on the law by 


| the Supreme court’s decision. Morris 


Ernst, N. Y. attorney for Doubleday, 


is asking for permission to reargue | 


taneous publication in the U. S. and | the case. 


Canada gave copyright protection | 
under the Berne Convention. 

Article IV, paragraph 3, of this| 
convention states that when works | 
are published simultaneously in a 
non-member country and a member | 
country the latter is to be consid- 
ered the country of origin and se- | 





Gustav Seide Dies 
Gustav A. Seide, 79, publisher of 
The Jersey Observer, Hoboken, N. J., 


died Dec. 7 after an illness of three | 


weeks. He had been in poor health 


cures protection. Rohmer contended | for some time. 


that although Collier’s is printed in| 
Svringfield, Ohio, simult>neous dis- | 
tribution in Canada. which is a coun- 


Lower Dutch court denied that 
| adian publication and decision was 
| sustained on appeal. 

| 





N. Y. Woman and Life 


The New York Woman. weekly 
mag, is understood to be contemplat- 


Seide began his career as a copy- 
boy for Horace Greeley, worked on 


|try belonging to the International! several N. Y. papers as a reporter 
| Covyright Union, secured protection. | 


and at 29 bought the Hoboken News. 





CHATTER 
Carl Hubbell to write a book on 
baseball. 
Caroline Miller, Pulitzer 
novelist, wins divorce. 
Derek 


Prize 


Patmore has returned to 


ing still more alterations in size and | London after a trip to Italy. 


printing orders. By Dec. 23 the 
9990, and is "7 
to 40 pages. First issve, Sent. 9, th 
| circulation was 130.000. Mag also 
| went from first issue of 56 pages to 
| current 48. 

| Advent of new Life mazazine of- 
|fers a sharp contrast. Within the 


| fi-st three issues, circulation is now 


ant ty oting jto _ 


Llewellyn Miller will join the Faw- 


of the press clause designed to al- ™#%4zine will drop it~ print order to | cett staff as editor of Screen Play. 


Thomson Burtis has sold his 


novelette, ‘Wild Town,’ to Adventure | 


mag. 

Jose Schorr, publicist of Columbia 
Pictures, has sold a series of satirical 
articles to New Yorker. 


Zelma Brandt will join William 


sishtly over 500.000, jumping from | Rapp as a radio script agent on her 


| 


‘The contract is in accord with the | first of 300,000 to current number. | Teturn from Europe next month. 
If I were a re-| Time Mag, owne- of the new Life, | 

while proud of its new child, is @nd his wife, Maude, have collabo- 
slithtly ashamed of its own position. | ated on ‘Gentleman from England.’ 
Four Los Angeles papers on Dec. | T.me required five years to build up | 


Delos Lovelace, of the N. Y. Sun, 


George Seldes has finished his book 


_to its 600,000 circulation, while new- | on civil liberties and is leaving for 
ccmer spanned the half million gap | Europe to do a series for Harper's 


in three weeks. 





Berlin Evicts English Scribe 
Karl Robson, Berlin correspondent 


served with an exnulsion order in 
Germany last /week and given 72 
| hours to leave the ecountrv. He is 
| the third British correspondent to be 


expelled from Germany since Hitler | 


'came into power. 


Robson was considered conserva- | at Harper’s Bazaar. 


of the London Morning Post. was! 


| mag. 

Frank Cunningham, associate ed- 
itor of Screen Digest, is repping For- 
eign Press.Representatives in Holly- 
wood. 

McClure’s Synidcate has bought 
‘Thunder in the Stands,’ inside 

| story on the tennis racket by Vincent 
| Richards. 

George Davis has taken over Beat- 
| rice Kaufman's job as fiction editor 
She is now with 


tive, but offended the government | Sam Goldwyn in N. Y. 


with his reporting of the Stickling 
case, the story of a German en- 
“ineer sentepCed to die by the Sov- 
‘ets, with the sentence later changed 
to a jail term. 





Faweett Coast Changes 
New changes made by Harry 
“lammond Beall. managing editor of 
‘he Fawcett Publications on 
Coast, include elevation of 


| Ernst Toller’s biog, ‘I Was a 
German,’ has been translated and 
will be published under the title 


‘Learn From My Youth.’ 

Title of Caroline Gordon’s new 
novel changed from ‘The Cup of 
Fury’ to ‘None Shall Look Back.’ 
It will be out next spring. 


Frank Louis Kluckholn, 





former 


the | Washinyton correspondent of New 
Ted | York Times, who was in Spain for 


Magee to editorship of Screen Book. | several months, en route to Mexico. 


Magee also supervises 
wood, which he has 
vear. 


the Holly- 
edited for 


William K. Gibbs, former L. A.! three weeks. 
newspaperman, has been set as exec | a weekly cable 


ed of Hollywood. 


New L. A. Sunday Sheet? 





Louis Fischer, European corre- 


a) spondent of The Nation, stationed in 


| Madrid, has not been heard from for 
Was contracted to send 
to the mag. - 
| Joe Blair, formerly western rep- 
resentative of Showman’s Trade Re- 
view in Hollywood, has started his 


E. Manchester Boddy, publisher of | °¥" trade publication, called Holly- 


L. A. 


Evening News, is installing new 


Illustrated Daily News and | wood Motion Picture Review. 


Mark Barron, city editor of the 


| presses aS a result of increased cir- Associated Press in N. . a married 


culation. 
It is reported Boddy is readying 
plans to start a Sunday edition in 


Erin O’Brien Moore, legit and screen 
| actress, Dec. 6, in Tarrytown. Cere- 
| mony took place at the home of J. M. 


| competish with the L. A. Times and | Kendrick, executive editor of the 


j Examiner, to seli at 5c. 


A.P. 








N. Y. Expo a 














(Continued from page 1) 


| lists having the added advantage 
over other recent expositions in that 
| it is being planned in good times 
| and probably will open its gates at 
the peak of a prosperous era. Other 
| big shows, including Chicago's and 
| San Diego’s, were started in depres- 
sion years. 
Maybe 75c. Admish 

Fair officials are said to be seri- 
ously considering a 75c. gate admish 
as against 50c. charged at Chicago, 
| Biggest fight confronting high ex. 
| ecutives right now is to restrain cure 
rent expenditures so that the Man- 
hattan show can open in the black. 

Housing situation for World’s Fair 
| visitors already looms as the big- 
| gest headache. With numerous New 
| York hostelries hard pressed at the 
| present time to fill room demands, 
even with tilts in rates, and dis« 
couraging of tourist and resident 
trade, an under-housing problem 
seems imminent two years hence. 

One of choice assignments and one 
that pays plenty of sugar, that of 
superintendent of guards and guides, 
remains to be filled. His task not 
only includes policing of grounds 
and guarding of plants and struc- 
tures, but also that of censoring and 
controlling all midway shows. Man 
picked probably: will have 5,000 men 
|} under his command. 

Midway sapolio angle recalls the 
| tough time the Chicago fair’s police 
| chief had in keeping some of his 
dancing shows clean, Despite all 
rules and regulations, he constantly 
had to crack down on femme 
dancers who favored the complete 
| strip-tease. 

Nicholas M. Schenck, president of 
Loew’s, Inc., was appointed chairman 
of the motion picture committee as- 
| sisting in the campaign to _ sell 
$27,829,500 in bonds to finance the 











Fair. 

Grover Whalen, president of N. Y. 
World's Fair, last week disclosed 
that Manhattan’s big show in 1939 
would have more international color 
and greater foreign participation 
than any previous exposition. The 
International Convention Bureau, 
composed of 17 European and four 
other nations, has allocated the year 
1939 to the New York Fair, making 
this expo rank as the No. 1 inter- 
national show of 1939. 





New Year’s Eve 














(Continued from page 1) 
cording to the sundry ballrooms, in- 
timate rooms, grills, roofs, and sec 
ondary restaurants, according to the 
type of hotel. 

Public Stili Price-Minded 

The public is still price-conscious, 
despite the market boom, bonuses, 
etc., and while the cafe men really 
are of the impression that it should 
be record biz this year, of all years 
since 1929, they’re not going to take 
any chances by scaring ’em off with 
fancy fixed charges. Once they're 
on the premises, attracted by a mod- 
est $10 to $20 per couple charge, it’s 
much easier for the checks to aver- 
age up higher through the wine 
and liquors consumed. 

With that percentage in view, the 
talent budgets generally will be 
more elaborate, also, as part of the 
scheme of things to keep the cus- 
tomers amused and lingering. 

Some of the class hotels, notably 
the Ritz-Carlton and Waldorf, wilt 
persist in a $12.50-per-each tap, for 
policy reasons, regardless of sellout, 
and the French Casino, as last year, 
will be another exception to adhere 
‘to a graduating scale of $15, $12.50 
| and $10 each, according to location, 
| because of the overhead. This was 
,among the spots which counted uP 
‘a $25,000 take last New Year's eve- 
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VARIETY 








Over 20% of some 225 cities and 
towns operating NBC Civic Concert's 
$5 series are sellouts this year. Fall 
biz has been steadily increasing with 
98 small towns newly joined to the 
roster of places taking touring con- 
certs artists. Average population 
for the newcomers is 25,000, and 
extends into scattered areas hereto- 
fore dependent on nearby key cities 





| 
| 


for platform entertainment. Upgrade | 


turn is expected to make coming fis- 
cal year a record one. 


Newest ones started within past 


few weeks include: Coffeyville, Kas.; | 
Texas; | 


Lubbock, Texas; Amarillo, 
Sheboygan, Wis.; Logan, Utah; Mon- 
roe, La.; Fond du Lac, Wis.; Ander- 
son, Ind.; Baker, Ore., and Gaines- 
ville, Fla. Cross-country average 
figure for concert series is set at 
$6,000 this year, also an increase. 
Fort Worth has doubled its mem- 
bership, now totaling 3,600 subscrip- 
tions, and is spending $6,500 on its 
geries. Worcester, Mass., however, is 
an ace standout on concert biz right 
now, and is spending $17,000. Series, 
one of the most imposing pacted, in- 
cludes Nelson Eddy, Rosa Ponselle, 
DeBasil Ballet Russe, Don Cossack 
choir, Ginette Neveu, Poldi Mildner, 
Garbarousova and Boston Symphony. 


Wildest Meeting | 


(Continued from page 47) 














was the late Otto H. Kahn who, 
three days before his death, sent a 
check for $100. 

Strain of communism, which not 
infrequently has been charged 


_ against a percentage of people in the 


WPA, was in evidence during the 
torrid meeting. Those in the pro- 
testing group of the combined proj- 
ects in New York are identified as 
being in the City Projects Council. 
Although Friday’s session was offi- 
cial, it was decided that e committee 
be named by Equity to act with one 
from the WPA and wrestle with the 
dismissal situation. 


Anxiety 


At the WPA theatre headquarters, 
701 Eighth avenue, N. Y., it is re- 
ported that there is plenty of anxiety 
over the let-out order. 

Only three out of 25 supervisors in 
the WPA theatre project in New 
York turned in lists of workers not 
with home relief rating and liable 
for dismissal under the let-out order 
to reduce the budget. Determined 
protest against cutting the comple- 
ment came to a head Monday (7) 
night, when a demonstration was 
staged outside and within the relief 
theatre’s headquarters, 701 Eighth 
avenue, 

As a result, more than 125 pink 
slips calling for instant dismissal 
were issued Tuesday morning (8). 
Slips were issued under a rule stipu- 
lating that any person found on the 
premises of a Federal office after 
hours shall be let out. Those to be 
regularly dismissed will be given 
two weeks’ notice. No actors were 
included in the Tuesday dismissals, 
only people in the operating and pro- 
motional departments being involved. 
That included some of the publicity 
staff. 

Around 125 remained on the third 
floor of the headquarters building all 
night, some sleeping on the floor. On 
the pavement pickets milled about 
for hours and raised so much com- 
motion that the Lincoln hotel man- 
agement protested to the police. Lat- 
ter shunted the crowd into 44th street, 
but Tuesday the protestors continued 
to picket the building. 

Understood that the police refused 
to oust those objectors who were in 
the building, and that explained the 
presence of federal men there and in 
other WPA offices, where similar 
demonstrations were made. 

Earlier in Friday’s meeting there 
Was a discussion of old-age security, 
the government's new social pro- 
£ram which soon starts to function. 
Question was brought up as to just 
who employs actors. It was con- 
tended that agents are in the em- 
ploy of actors, since actors instruct 
agents to seek work for them. No 
ruling appears to have been made. 
but if that contention is upheld, it 
would be up to actors to hold out 
1% of agents’ commission. 

General idea, however, is that the 
manager is the employer of the ac- 
tor and it is the former who will be 
held responsible for the moneys 
which the government will devote to 
Gid-age pensions, 





ia satire on the debutantes’ 


| 


eee 


NBC Has 20%, Sellout, Record: 
In 225 Towns, Many Quite Small 





75 FROM SALZBURG 
TOUR USA. IN 1937 


S. Hurok next season brings to the 
U. S. A. the Salzburg Opera Guild 
of 75, which bows.in on thi: side in | 
October. Troupe was founded sev- 
eral years ago by Paul Csonka. 

A 36-piece orchestra set on this 
side, will also be a part of the at- 
traction. Alberto Erede is musical 
director; Eugen Schulz-Breiden, di- 
rector and Csonka, general manager. 

It will be premiered at a Broad- 
way legit house, 


Philadelphia Mayor 
Announces Symphony’s 
Policy; It’s Surprise’ 














Philadelphia, Dec. 8. 

One of best little publicity grab- 
bers since Leopold Stokowski first 
began releasing announcements dur- 
ing Sunday news lulls, Mayor S. 
Davis Wilson last week used Stoki’s 
own Philadelphia Orchestra to pop 
front pages again. A series of Sun- 
day afternoon pop concerts for ad- 


mish low of 10 cents would be given 
this winter in Convention Hall by 
Philadelphia Orchestra, with Eugene 
Ormandy conducting, said the 
papers, 

But, then inquiries began pouring 
in from those supposedly in the 
know on orchestra affairs. Orchestra 
President Thomas S. Gates, Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania prez and former 
J. P. Morgan partner, piped ‘how 
come?’ Eugene Ormandy, expressing 
bewilderment, observed Philly was 
beginning to remind him of his Min- 
neapolis conducting days, where he 
used to find out what he ‘was going 
to do by reading the papers.’ Finally 
turned out that Mayor Wilson had | 
released announcements after pre- | 
liminary negotiations for concert 
series with Alfred Reginald Allen, | 
orchestra manager. | 

A Good Idea, Anyhow 

According to Wilson's say-so, 
which may very well come to pass 
as released, full orchestra member- 
ship would appear every Sunday af- 
ternoon during this winter for pop 
concerts in City-owned Convention 
Hall, for admish of 10, 25, 50 cents 
and $1. After salaries for musicians, 
fee to orchestra association and ex- 
penses are paid, profit would go to 
Mayor’s Milk Fund and other chari- 
ties. Plan calls for 6,000 of 10-cent 
seats out of capacity of 15,000 seats. 
Another phase of project, by which 
Leopold Stokowski would design 
$6,000 orchestra shell on Convention 
Hall stage; looks improbable as Stoki 
has left town, presumably until 
baton duties recall him in April. But 
while it all may be worked out, 
nothing is set at present. 








Concert Review | 
FOWLER & TAMARA 


Team of Fowler & Tamara, for- 
merly of class hostelries and niteries, 
has been touring Europe for some 
time. Now working as a concert 
attraction. First New York appear- 
ance since returning was last Sat- 











Art Frustrated 





Some 25 very earnest and 
artistic Negro hoofers camphor- 
balled their rhythm and their 
Harlem hi-di-ho to imitate the 
modern style of Martha Gra- 
ham. Results as exposed at 
Carnegie Hall, Dec. 2, under the 
direction of Von Grona and for 
the inspection largely of NBC 
and CBS concert management, 
1, drew a nix from the bookers. 

‘Stick to your truckin’ was 
the advice. 


10-Yr.-Old Kids 


In Blackface as 
Opera Stooges 














Flock of 10-year-old terpers is 
being rehearsed to appear in ‘Aida’ 
this season at the Metropolitan 
Opera, N. Y. Tots will be used in 


|place of the older American Ballet 


ensemble for this particular produc- 
tion. 

Last year the older ones were con- 
sidered too big to cavort as slaves 
in the temple scene, so management 
okayed the departure. Youngsters 
have been picked from leading 
dancing schools. Special working 
permit has been obtained for the 
group. First production of the Verdi 
work comes off within two weeks of 
the opening on Dec. 21. 


Kids, about 12 in number, will be | 


in blackface. George Balanchine is 


drilling. 


SOVIET COMPOSER TO 
LEARN YANKEE SWING 


Shostakovich, young Soviet Rus- 
sian composer, is due in the U. S. 
next spring on his first 0.0. He 
is at work on a new composition 








which it is reported he will finish 


after absorbing some of the sights 
and tempo of life over here. 

There is still talk of an original 
opera by Shastakovich for Marian 
Anderson, colored diva, who is a 


heavy draw in U.S.S.R. This matter 


will probably be decided during his 
stay. 


Pint-Sized Tenor Due 


Josef Schmidt, European tenor, is 
due over early next year, and will 
bow in on radio before embarking 
on a concert tour. NBC has him 
down for airings in March. S. Hurok 
is handling. 

Newcomer is only four feet, nine 
inches tall. He has also appeared 
in foreign films. 











Herbert Graf at Work 


Dr. Herbert Graf, newly appointed 
stage director for French and Italian 
operas at the Metropolitan Opera, 
N. Y., arrived last week to begin 
rehearsals. He's not going in for 
anything ultra-modern or fancy, but 
asserts he will bring about opera- 
modernization in a casual manner. 

He hails from Vienna, 


Whiteman Hypos the Hipp; Concert 
With Combined Philly Symphonists 





By BOB LANDRY 


, City Music Hall, and already White- 


The Hippodrome was an unhappy | man has been propositioned to ree 
choice for the Paul Whiteman con- | Cord it as a film short. That's a very 
good idea, too. 
| Reardon electrified the house with 


cert and the idea—now apparently a 


habit—of combining Whiteman’s own | 


with the members 


outfit has little to 
except the 
situational novelty. Whiteman 
alone—or augmented by 10 or 20 
iclans as On former con- 
and performing in a hall with 


brigade of a 
rec- 
advertising 


symphony 
ommend it 
and 


dance mu 
certs- 


better seating facilities and acoustics | 


for 
be 


an affair of this character can 
and has been a wow; can and 
did advance popular music, But the 
Hipp affair while okay and at 
moments touching the brilliance of 
|former concerts was handicapped by 


boys and the environment. The 
Philadelphia orchestra, in this in- 
stance cdllaborated. Whiteman con- 
ducting throughout, save Charles L. 


what he makes his harp do to ‘The 
| St. Louis Blues’ as arranged by Fred 
Van Eps, Jr. This is a sockeroo 
novelty. Reardon presumably could 
make a pip attraction for a concert 
tour if teamed with an alternating 
artiste, and of course his swing-pan- 
alley renown is already a standard. 
Adolph Deutsch was the composer- 
arranger personality of the evening, 
his handiwork being observed in the 
opener, ‘Wintergreen for President,’ 
Middleton’s stunt, ‘An Essay on 


| Waltzes,’ and in an original Scottish 
| suite that concluded the first half 


the dead weight of the serious music | 


Safford with the Williams College 
Glee Club. 

To start with, when the holders of 
down front seats poured in they 
found that loose chairs on a fiat | 


wooden floor used on other nights 
for sporting events constituted an 
uncomfortable parking space. Un- 
comfortable and also dangerous, be- 
cause of the narrow space between 
rows, and the fact chairs were not 
screwed to the floor but moved un- 
der weight when standing up to let 
|people get by. Concert started at 
8:50 and a full half hour later soup- 
}and-fished folks were scuffing down 
| those wooden planks and into those 
undulating rows of chairs. The 
static during the first four or five 
numbers was plenty. 

Equipment of the Hippodrome also 
fell down in providing a suitable 
setting for the orchestra of 137 men. 
It was a sorry eyesore scenically. 
There was an _aqua-marine blue 
back-drop that was filled out by 
clashing royal-and-mottled blue side 
pieces. Arrangement of chairs for 
the musicians allowed no path for 
the appearance of soloist Ray Mid- 


squirm through the heart of the 
lstring section. Physical side of 
| whole affair was pretty awkward. 
Deems Taylor, doing a cuffo for 
charity, was a great help to the eve- 
ning. His facetious comment joshed 
the affair and kept the audience 
smiling. Dean of Williams College, 
co-beneficiary of about $4,000 which 
the event netted with the Philadel- 
phia orchestra pension fund, man- 
aged not to talk too long and the 
glee club from the same establish- 
ment was bright enough not to 
chose long selections for its offering. 
Applause of the evening was 
earned by Ray Middleton, baritone, 
and Casper Reardon, swing harpist. 
Middleton is from ‘Roberta,’ but now 
|singing top roles with the Chicago 
| Civic Opera. He stepped into latter 
org on a substitution and got a rave 
press in the breezy burg. To this re- 
cent accomplishment his perform- 
ance at the Hipp is certain to add 
|artistic stature for he stood up stal- 
| wartly and resourcefully to the Rod- 
| rers-Hart oddity, ‘All Points West,’ 
that showed him an actor as well as 
a singer. This lengthy opus is a 
mixture of recitation, 
|song, and dramatic action. And Mid- 
| dleton was authoritative in all de- 
partments. It’s a cinch for reprises 
as a stage presentation, say at Radio 

















Met Strains for the Black 











urday (28) at Washington Irving 
high school, which has an entire 
flock of terp events scheduled for 
the student body this winter. 

Pair dance to mechanical music 
stalled off-stage. It is none too ef- 
fective. Stelio Olivero, pianist, plays 
for some of the other numbers. 
Dances smack of practically every- 
thing. One offering welds, “Temp- 
tation,’ ‘Night and Day’ and ‘Bolero’ 
all in one, 

Spanish dances on the second half 
of the program are best from the 
audience standpoint. Closing hit 
hops back to the present day. with 
West- 
cester dance and other casual rou- 
tines. 
black drop. 

Miss Tamara’s wardrobe is 
filling for the house. Novelty con- 
trasts the numerous modernists 
flooding the concert platforms now. 
Most teams hanker to do this, 


Program is given agaiast a} 


eye- | 


but | 


Brooklyn, Boston, Philly, 
| in This Year’s Push for a Stand-Off 


| accompaniment mostly, which is in- | 


Advance sale for Metropolitan 
Opera, N. Y.. which opens Dec. 21 
| with ‘Die Walkure,’ is reported good. 
Subscriptions are up, as well as sin- 
gle price admissions. Management 
hopes to get the organization out of 
the red for certain this season. 
| Management favors a 20-week sea- 
son, but only 14 weeks are listed at 
present. Spring series as instituted 
last year is almost certain and would 
| account for additional six weeks. 

Company will appear in Brooklyn 
for several performances; at least six 
in Philadelphia, seven in Boston 
(mavbe 10 this year) and an engage- 


none have ever attempted a lengthy | Ment in Cleveland. Other dates are 
tour before. Arthur Judson bureau | prob-ematical, 
is handling. Bral. | Turn of events in London concern- 


!ing the spring coronation is also felt 


If the 
planned, 


Met. 


as 


at the 
through 


ceremony 
practically 


poe 


ing in Covent Garden 


spring. 


all 
of the Met.’s headliners will be sing- | 
during the 
This heavy exodus would | of program out on tour and mop up 





(and used four kilted bagpipers 
as an additional touch of showman- 
ship). 

Ferde Grofe arrangements were 
recalled with his ‘Tabloid’ and for 
the sign-off ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ For 
spontaneous musical giggles, Russell 
Case’s arrangement of ‘William Tell’ 
and Van Phillip’s swingy paraphrase 
of Bach were standouts. Ernest Wat- 
son converted Reginald Foresythe’s 
‘The Duke Insists’ into the next-to- 
closer. 

Concert was well attended and en- 
thusiastically received. It displayed 
anew Whiteman’s musical showman- 
ship. The faults of the evening were 
faults of the environment. The late 
audience, the nervous seats, the un- 
scenic scenery were drawbacks. 
They could not prevent, but they did 
curtail the customary Whiteman con- 
cert sensationalism. It would seem 
that the exploitation tie-ups with a 
college and with a symphony or- 
chestra takes away more than it adds 
to Whiteman, 


Latter Donated His Services 
There is no longer much news 
value to a jazz-philharmonic merger 
for a couple of hours, and the over- 
size aggregation is hard to handle 








dleton who was obliged to edge and | 


soliloquy,|lost on the deal 


isnag any cross-country tour of the 


U. S. which is still hazily mentioned. | 
an 


Picking ‘Die Walkure’ for 


and orchestrate. Whiteman’s own 

|bunch—plus strengthening of the 
strings or winds if needed—has been 
far more pliable in the past. It would 
|seem future concerts could use a 
smaller number of musicians, a 
smaller number of tickets and still 
| provide a bigger result for White- 
man. 

Furthermore, Whiteman unneces- 
sarily subjugates his own personal- 
ity when he permitted the Philly 
symphonists the formal white tie and 
tails, contrasting his own, by far 
the more colorful combo, by putting 
them into minstrelesque white tails 
with dinky white bow ties on a black 
shirt. It imparts a lack of dignity 
incommensurate with Whiteman’s 
now established prowess in his own 
field. The concerty auspices shouldn't 
call for any mountebank decor or 
apology. 

Just as Casper Reardon’s swing 
virtuosity on the harp needn't take 
lany apologetic back seat just because 
| he’s giving out his chords in the ac- 
| cepted West 52d street manner. 

Whiteman and the Philly organiza- 
|tions swapped expenses, each pay- 
| ing for the other’s visit to Philly or 
N. Y. Which means that Whiteman 
considering the 
| larger Philly orchestra. There were 
| 137 musicians in all, of which White- 
| man’s numbered only 24 apart from 
| the King’s Men, the four bagpipers, 
and the Williams College glee club 
of 78. 

Whiteman recognized the Hipp’s 
deficiencies from last season’s experl- 
ence in ‘Jumbo’ when acoustical bal- 
ance was a grave problem and only 
}accomplished after protracted and 








Cleveland Dates | rainstaking experimentation. White- 


man had no benefit of a rehearsa) at 
the Hipp, even on the day of the 
leoncert, and directed by instinct, 
| more or less, through being unable 
to properly gauge the pitch of his 
combined orchestra, under the cir- 
| cumstances. 

Fact remains Whiteman, when and 
| if he’s ready for it, can take this sort 





in the concert field. 


Toscanini Returns 





opener is causing talk. Wagner leac- | 


- ' 
off has not been done at the Met | 
new- | 
U. S. debut in this 


since 1901. Kirstin Thorbur; 
comer, makes he: 
production. 

Same top 
vails: For 14 performaiices, 


subscription scale 


orches- 
tra (week nights), $91 and for 12 per- 


Paris, Dec. 8. 
Toscanini will direct two concerts 
in Paris this week. And these two 
|concerts are not announced as the 


pre- last ones to be performed by the 


maestro in Paris. 
Last year, Toscanini directed what 


formences (Saturday night series),| was supposedly his last concert im 


$49. 


' Paris. 
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Broadway 





Lew Brown and Ben Stein off for 
Florida. 

Joey Deutsch, 
papa again. 

Rush to Florida on with first real 
cold weather. 

Austin C. Keough getting over an, 
attack of grippe. 

Irving Windisch is furnishing him- 
self a new apartment. 

Nordacs will hold a boxing show 
at the Lismore -Dec. 17. 

Lee Shubett still at 
week, but much better. 

Seven G’s spotted in Warner short 
with the Preisser Sisters. 

Warner Bros. holds it annual 
banquet-ball at the Waldorf, Feb. 20. 

Mother of Billy Rose reported in 


ticket broker, a 


Paris 


Marie Glory off to London. 
Rene Rocher in from Nice. 
Sylvia Dorian off to Milan. 
Maurice Chevalier to Egypt. 
Georges Simeon in Brussels. 
Albert Tavel going to Berlin. 
Reine Paulet signed by UFA. 
Trio Ryder at the Alhambra. 
Georges Milton back in town. 
Lucienne Boyer at the Trianon. 
Moussia set for the new Pigalle 





home last 


serious condition at the Lennox Hill} show. : 
hospital Edward G. Robinson off to Copen- 
, ' ‘ >| hagen. 
Ezrath Israel, the ‘actors temple, ; “er. : ; ¥ 
will hold a benefit show at the Alvin iw. Garat rehearsing at the 


next Sunday (13). 


, ‘Doc’ T. Jay Quincy in from Scan- 
Bob Hope, in ‘Red, Hot and Blue ae y Quince: 


dinavia. 


lost father. Latter passed away in Laurence Rivoire to play ‘Noc-| 

Cleveland last week. tambules.’ 
Columbia Pictures’ Club has Richard Eichberg strolling asd 

skedded its annual dance for Wal- | boulevards. 

dorf-Astoria, Feb. 13. Three Codonas and the Riegals at | 
George Double Smith has new | the Medrano. | 


Veltchek to set a dance for Chat- | 

| let’s “Yahna.’ 
Annabella and Jean Murat back | 
from Egypt. 
Harry Salzman a member of the | 
Hatless Brigade. 


ealendar decorated with names of 


people he doesn’t '‘ke. 

John J. Friedl and L. J. Ludwig. | 
Minneapolis operators for Par, were 
in New York last week. 


Al Jones, formerly teamed with Rehearsals of Henry Bernstein's 
Morris Green in producing legit} ‘Le Voyage’ started. ’ 
shows, back from the West. George Dolley overthrown by a 
Jack Cohn, Columbia pix vice-| passing automobile. af 


president, back in town after mid- 
season confabs on the Coast. 
Jimmy Dawson, of the Times, re- 
elected chairman of N. Y. chapter 
of Baseball Writers Association. 
As many laughs at Hippodrome 
wrestling cards Mondays than any 
shows in town, sometimes more. 
Eleanor Powell has been made 
Honorary Leader and Grand Trouper 
of the Dance Troupers of America. 


Herman Stark tossing a party to} 
Bill Robinson Sunday (13) to cele- 
brate his golden anniversary as a 
dancer. Prince Bertil laying the corner- 

When Jack White rested at home| stone of the Swedish Pavillion at 
last Friday (4), the Rooneys went on | the ‘37 Expo. 
at his 18 Club. Jerry Blanchard; _ Felix Gandera to meg ‘Double| 
m.c.’ed. a on Maginot Line,’ with Victor | 

: , ‘ rancen starring. 
the socialite pars specializing in| French pic critics dissatisfied be- 
. ; cause Laughton not shown painting 


aon Sega the swank Park ccd in ‘Rembrandt’ (UA). 


| Leon Volterra opening Jean de} 
Leon Netter back from Charlotte, | Letraz’ ‘La Fessee’ The Spanking’) | 
where he attended the board of di-| Dec. 11 at the Theatre de Paris. 
rectors’ meeting of the local Kincey-| Gaby Morlay, just back from Mo- 
Wilby chain. | rocco, to have the femme lead in| 
Bob Curley is now personal p.a.’ing | ‘Les Nuits de Feu’ (‘Nights of Fire’). | 
in N. Y. since Wayne King is con- Jean Zay, Minister of National | 
centrating on his Lady Esther radio | Education, at the premiere of ‘Un| 
show in Chicago. | Th } 
John Fogarty’s supper club, known | -ike Others’) at the Oeuvre. 


| Sydney 


as Delmonico’s last season and re- | 
By Erie Gorrick 


Jean Tranchant to have the lead} 
| in ‘Adieu, Mon Paris.’ 
‘To Mary—With Love’ (Par) at the | 
Cinema Edouard VII. | 
| Charlotte Arren and John Brod- | 
| erick at the Alhambra. 

Julien Duvivier working on ‘Les |} 

Nuits Blanches’ ‘‘White Nights’). 

Jose Squinquel hired by Rocher 
| of the Vieux-Colombier theatre. 
| Opera opening at Champs-Elysees | 

theatre with Wagner’s ‘Lohengrin.’ 

Pierre Sandrimi setting the show | 

for the International Casino, New | 
York. 





cently called Coffee Dan’s. on West 
5ist street, now called the Trocadero. 


Walter Fleishman and Harry 
Davies, press agents, have gone 
swank and acquired Houghton, Ellis 
Co.. of London, as their British reps. Clem Whitel : 

Georgie Price, who owns a seat on lou nc phd oe BS cagieter 
the Exchange and heads his own! Raiph Clark elaide with 


brokerage, is going back into show | ; 
biz via a novelty radio idea he’s been PF sr pars maeney , copping plenty 


developing. Sir Be 
! n Full 
M. H. Aylesworth addressed the | trip to New ‘<li ge aig poate: 


Guild of Brackett Lecturers at Stuart Doy] ; 
Princeton U. last night on ‘Education | in his 1 rvam raghhsersry Fg A ay 
> ae Motion Pictures and Tele- on alter Hutchinson spends his 
s A ornings galioping around th ‘Ks 
Harold Stein, formerly a_ studio | on a horse. . _— 
director with National Studios, now | Monte Carlo Ballet moves into the 
in same post at Cosmopolitan studios. {smash class for Williamson-Tait in 

. Ex-official photog for NBC now dit- | Melbourne. 

y toing for WOR-Mutual. National Studios readying to start 
- New 33-story building on 48th and | another pic. Last one was ‘Rangle 
49th streets between Fifth and Sixth, | River’ for Columbia. 
which will be latest addition to Radio Cinesound previewed ‘Orphan of 
ity group, probably will be ready | the Wilderness’ for the press. Will 
for occupancy the first of February. | ¢ a Yuletide attraction in Sydney. 
-N. Y. American, talking a Broad- | ; 
way column, has been considering | — managers are trying to hold off 
Zules Levene, Hy Gardner (Brooklyn | aa a yg eg 8 the ae yt 

gle) and possibJy Leonard Lyons " yet tee possponed his 

(Post), latter rag perhaps ‘Qnebinn American visit until February. Will 

the Broadway colurn idea alto- — copies of ‘Rangle River’ 

ether. ,. : 

g : : ,| With the cricket season in full 
Cashing in on the ‘who-is-the-best | swing here, matinee biz is d : 
publicity surrounding two current! 4}] around town. especi il ne mate 
‘Hamlet’ plays, the World theatre is | » PSUR: BR Ee 


; “ ‘ urdays. 
featuring films of both subjects of | ge Dean, Snider-Dean. ts 
recovering from ' 


the arguments: John ‘ 
Secret Agent’ and Leslie Howard’s| operations and will shortly resume 
office again. 


‘Great Ziegfeld’ (M-G) moves out 
after seven weeks in Sydney. 





Charles Chauvel to Hollywood. 





- That the physicaily trained girl, 
wake me move otaviant and mental- | 
y alert office worker, Colun-bia has one in is ‘His Br "s Wife’ AS 
signed a contract with Philadelphia | also phe ay = ee ee 
Jack O’Brien to physically condition! Williamson-Tait is reviving ‘A 
a ace on the ee staff in the Southern Maid’ in Melbourne, with 
ines ice, on eac hursday eve-| Gladys Moncreiff and Claude Flem- 
, ming in the leads. 
*The Sid Skolskys (including wife ‘Clara Gibbings’ 
and elder of the two children) back Comedy. Melbourne 
to Hollywood the middle of next 
week. N. Y. Daily News’ film col- 
umnist hasn’t been east in two years, Broadcasting units are still 
noted for his self-confessed anxiously awaiting the result of 
hypochondria, decided to brave the judgment covering court hearing on 
elements" by purposely coming east the right to air horse races in action 
in the winter seasor direct from the track. 

Arnold Van Leer staged a nifty on British Empire Films releasing six 
behalf of his Dictograph silent radios | pix in Sydney this week—'White 
by tying in with Mayor LaGuardia, Death,’ ‘Crimson Circle,’ 
at a formal presentation yesterday | Quest Ernest Bliss,’ ‘Three Maxims,’ 
to Hizzoner and the Committee on/| ‘Fame,’ and ‘Ourselves Alone.’ 
Noise Abatement. Broke the national| Work is proceeding apace on Cine- 
press with a team of white hosses | sound's ‘It Isn’t Done’ under the di- 


(Efftee) is at 
Pic was made 
some time ago, but failed to get a 
booking in New South Wales, 


and Father Knick pulling up with | rection of Ken Hall. Eric Thompson, | in London at the Casino earl 
a formal scroll at City Hall j | Ree aS een | 


late of Par, designed the sets, and 


Homme comme les Autres’ (‘A Man | 


Pre-Yuletide slump is setting in|} 


several | 


Next | 


‘Amazing | 





Carl Dudley, American, handled the 
script. 

Fast work was shown by both 
Cinesound and Movietone in process- 


ing the Melbourne Cup reel. Pic 
was screening in Melbourne on the 
night of the race and in Sydney the 
next morning. Movietone dropped 
copies to country exhibs from air-| 
planes between Melbourne and Syd- | 
ney. 

Acts playing for Frank Neil in 
| Sydney and Melbourne include Roy 
Rene, Jim Gerald, Gardner and Kane, | 
| Falls, Reading and Joyce, Cressos, 
| Jack Goldie, Shentons, Rich and 
| Adair, Frank O'Brian, Chappelle and 
'Carlton, Three Whirlwinds, Clayton 
and Jackie, Brookins and Van, Mor- 
gan and Hadley. Biz keeping up 
nicely in both centres. 








Delos Chappell in town. 
Hubert Griffith in Moscow. 
Guy Bolton recovering from flu. 


St. John Ervine still in a nursing | 
home, 





Sir Alfred Butt off to Africa for 
the winter. 
Lothar Mendes ‘on the continent 


for a few days. 

Vilma Banky and Michael Bartlett | 
press-entertaining. 

Frances Day on lookout for suit- | 
able studio dwelling. 

Metro bought ‘The Composite 
Man,’ play, for $25,000. 

J. C. Williamson to stage ‘The Two 
Bouquets’ in Australia. 

Violet Vanbrugh celebrating her 
50th stage anniversary. 

Earl St. John confined to his home 
for a few days with flu. 


Al Aronson in from New York 
with a film proposition. 
Margaret McDonell _ translating 


‘Devil in Disguise’ for Harrap. 

Marcel Varnel has gone to Paris 
to undergo a slight operation. 

Basil Rathbone and the missus | 
off to Paris; from there to the U. S. | 

Albert Lewin, recently signed on 
a producer ticket by Paramount, in 
town. 

Mrs. Cecil Chesteron 
Alexei Tolstoi’s drama, ‘Peter 
First.’ 

Miles Malleson wants to produce a | 
new play by Max Catto, author of | 
‘Green Waters.’ 

‘Bedtime Story’ by Walter Ellis. 
sold for production at State Burg 
| Theatre, Vienna. 

Herbert Farjeon writing a new 
revue, ‘Honi Soit,’ scheduled for pro- 
duction in April. 

Edna Best having a brief holiday 
ir Madeira before rehearsing the 
Coliseum pantomime. 

Sir James -M. Barrie a victim of | 


lumbago; precluded his presence at | 





adapting 
the 


Berlin 


Olga Tschechowa taking another 
spouse. 

World Radio Atlas published in 
Berlin. 

New cinema opened, the Kurmark 





——$—$—___— 


Hollywood 


Homer Croy on Coast. 

Wallace: Beery in Manhattan. 

Lou Golder planed to New York 

Buddy Ebsens motoring in M ; 

Lew Goldberg opens an 
here. 

Noel Westley is p.a.’ing in Mexico 
City. 

Abe Lastfogel to New York for a 
month. 

Mary Garden musical advising at 
Metro, 

Isabel Jewell back from Ensenada 
restup. 

Evalyn Knapp has 
motorboat. 





exico, 
agency 


purchased a 





Borsigwalde. 

Victor de Sabata 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Adolf Engle resigning from Tobis 
on account of ill-health. 

‘Return of Sophie Lang’ 
premiered at the Marmorhaus. 

Friedrich Gauss, actor, excluded 
from the Reichs Film Chamber, 
‘unreliable.’ 

Franz Lehar over from Vienna to} 
conduct his ‘Czarewitch’ at the| 
Volksbuehne (People’s Stage). 

Alexander von Swaine and Alice | 
Uhlen to Stockholm for an extended | 
tour in the Scandinavian countries. | 


maestroing the | 


(Par) | 


Gene Markey building in West 


| Los Angeles. 


Sol Dolgin has resigned his U ex. 


ploitation job. 


Eddie Cantor and troupe arriving 
on Coast: (20). 

Claude Binyon is building a Palm 
Springs home. 

Cliff McDougall resigned from U’s 
publicity staff 

Noah Beery back from London to 
spend the holidays. 

Grantland Rice and wife in to visit 
daughter, Florence. 

Marguerite Clark making her first 
Hollywood visit in years. 

Graham Baker in serious condition 


Gustaf Gruendgens to play a man-| at Good Samaritan hospital. 


aging editor in the new Minerva- | 
Tobis newspaper flicker now in the} 


making. 

Dr. Richard Strauss to conduct a 
series of concerts at the Munich} 
Academy of Music for its 125th an- 


|} niversary. 


Harald 
Opera in 
play, ‘Der 
nered Hat’). 

Milloecker’s operetta ‘Der Bettel- 
student’ (‘The Beggar - Student’) 
turned into a talker for the second 
time by UFA. 

Johann Strauss’ ‘Night in Venice’ 
revived at the Theatre des Volkes, 
former Max Reinhardt’s Grosse 


Kreutzberg at the State 
Manuel de Falla’s 
Dreispitz’ (‘Three-Cor- 


| Schauspielhaus. 


‘Ein Mann Kaempft mit Seinem 
Traum’ (‘A Man Battles with His 
Dream’), Swedish radio play by Ove 
Ekelund, done here. 

Werner Krauss to Munich for a 
guest play at the Bavarian State 
Play House, will do the title role in 
Shakespeare's ‘King Lear.’ 

What is termed ‘Greta Garbo re- 
ceipts’ is the bally for Tobis-Europa 


| film, ‘A Woman of Importance.’ now 


in its fifth week at the Capitol. 
First German-Hungarian co-opera- 
tive film, ‘Die Weisse Schwester’ 
(‘The White. Sister’) (Bavaria), now 
in the making in Budapest. with 
Camilla Horn in the title role and 
Rudolf van der Ross directing. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Mother of Ernie Hill passed away. | 


Wife of Eph Rosen in University 
hospital for an operation. 


W. A. Steffes’ aute stolen and de- | 


molished in accident that cost two 
lives. 
Ben Ash, Bennie Berger's right- 


‘The Boy David’ premiere. |hand man, back on handbail courts 


Gaston, local xylophonist, doing a 
copy of Fred Sanborn’s act under 
the name of Vic Rowland. 

‘T. Lageard, former publicity man 


capacity tor British National. 

Erich Pommer’s first production 
here, ‘Fire Over London,’ completed. 
His next will be “Troopship.’ 

Edward G. Robinson to the con- 
tinent for a short stay; will sail from 
here shortly before Christmas to 
Hollywood. 

After four weeks at the Tivoli, 
‘Dodsworth’ (UA) transferred to the 
Marble Arch Pavilion for a second 
West End run. ~ 
| ‘Bedtime Story’ by 
| opened at Richmond theatre, Nov. 16. 

Play already successfully produced 
| in Copenhagen. 




















| Srease paint in the last year. Always 
| spins a coin with Max Berman— 
!and always wins. 

An usherette at the Haymarket 


Bohemia?’ It will have a week's try- 
out at Stockport. 

Brian Desmond Hurst will direct 
the filming of ‘Glamorous Night,’ 
which will feature Mary Ellis in her 
original Drury Lane role. 

Dorothy Mackaill and Claud Allis- 
ter will appear in support of John 
Lodge in the filming of ‘Bulldog 
| Drummond At Bay,’ fo~ B.LP. 
Michael Bartlett being dressed at 
| Max Berman’s for his lead in ‘Lilac 
Time,’ which Grafton Films, a sub- 
sidiary of Capitol, is doing. 

‘Honor Thy Father,’ new play be- 


ing presented at the Arts Theatre 
Club, Sunday, .Dec. 6, written by 
Diana Hamilton, sister of Patrick 
Hamilton. 


Fred Duprez packed to go to New 
| York, but cancelled at last minute 
| to take the leading part in 


| don Palladium show. 
‘Mayerling,’ with Charles 
, and Danielle Darrieux in leading 
| roles, has broken all boxoffice rec- 
|ords at the Curzon. Film now in 
fifth week and being held. 

Clifford Fischer has taken over the 
| lease of Francis A. Mangan’s offices 
here. Mangan is joining the Fischer 
| organization and sails for New York 
| immediately. He expects to be back 


| year. 





for Toeplitz Films. now in a similar | 


Walter Ellis | 


George Robey has not paid for | 


| : ‘Okay | 
| For Sound.’ filmization of the Lon- | 


Bover | 


j publicity and exploitation offices. 


| after long layoff. 


First below zero weather, coming 
directly before Christmas holidays, 
raising havoc with grosses. 

John Schultz, from New York, and 
| Jim Christy, from Chicago, here to 
'look over the new Olsen-Johnson 
| show at the Orpheum. 
| 


| Chicago 








| Cecil B. DeMille and p.a. Bill Pine | 


| in town. 
Charley Riley going to Florida for 
| the season. 

Paul Sanders in ahead of ‘Palais 
| Royal’ unit. 
| Jack Kapp in town for a couple 
,of days on Decca biz. 

Colleen Moore’s doll house at the 
Fair again getting big crowds. 
| Alice Veit off to her home 
| Montana for a couple of weeks. 
Lick Voynow dropped in from the 


in 


with | theatre has written a play, ‘Where is| east to spend the holidays with his 


| family. 

| Dick Bergen and Al Borde tossed 
|a house-warming party for their 
new offices. 

Balaban & Katz-Great States man- 
|; agers held a two-day confab at the 
|Palmer House last week. 

Local theatres will once again give 


a canned-goods matinee to collect | 


| Christmas baskets for the needy. 

Hockey, college and pro football 
upsets cost the chalk gamblers 
plenty of coin these past few weeks. 
| J. C. Stein. Les Atlass and Pete 
| Jaeger in a three-cornered race for 
—e swankiest office of local show 
Diz. 


vey among its patrons to find out 
which paper influenced purchase of 
| tickets. 

Playwrights’ theatre doing ‘Dead 
Man’s Supper.’ by Harlow Wells. 
jnext. with 
and Rollon Parker: directed by Jay 
Romnev. 

Ted Weber, former amusement ad- 
vertising manager for the Daily 
Times, becomes press agent for the 
Chez Paree. Replaces Harold Essex. 
who becomes p.a. for the two Andrew 
Karzas ballrooms, Aragon and Tri- 
|} anon. Lou Cowan 


resigned to devote himself to his 


terp | 


Sonotone theatre conducting sur- | 


Virginia Browne Faire | 


formerly in| 
eharge of publicity for Karzas. has | 


Warren Stokes named western ed 
for Jay Emanuel publications. 
Marjorie Gage commutes weekly 
|to Palm Springs via her plane. 
| Ralph Morgan squiring his daugh- 
ter, Claudia, around the spots. 
Monty Abrahams in New York on 
a story hunt for Mitchell Gertz. 
John Mock here to ogle product 
| prior to going to London for Par, 


Gordon Taylor, pic critic on the 
|London Morning Post, ogling stu- 
dios. 


J. Carroll Naish 
operation 
pital. 

Pat West got himself one of those 
station wagons for his Sierra Madre 
‘estate.’ 

Charles Bigelow, Jackie Cooper's 


recovering from 
at Good Samaritan hos- 





stepfather, joins the Small-Landau 
agency. 
| Louis (Pop) Korson, vet Philly 
indie exchange operator, ogling 
product. 


George Givot in Cedars of Le- 
banon to have his remodeled nose 
gone over. 

Being spotted in a Metro picture, 
Frank Morgan had to call off Euro- 
pean vacash. 

New writer-producer _ building, 
costing. $45,000, is being erected on 
the RKO-Radio lot. 

Freeman Lang took the China 
Clipper to Honolulu and from there 
will ship to Australia. 

Flu struck Boris Morros, Ralph 
Rainger and Leo Robin in Par’s mue 
sic department last week. 

Michael Levison and David Mil- 
gram, operators of theatre chain in 
| Philly, ogling product here. 

Laryngitis bedded June Travis 
coupla days, forcing her from ‘Join 
the Marines’ set at Republic. 

Sydney A. Moseley of London, 
former prez of Baird Television 
Corp., is here to work on a novel. 

Marsha Hunt making personal ap- 
pearance tour in connection with 
Adolph Zukor silver jubilee drive. 

Bette Davis headed benefit party 
'at Cocoanut Grove, with proceeds 
going to the Jewish Orphan's home. 

Kenneth Hodkinson on Coast talk- 
ing Gaumont-British product with 
Paul de Outo. Will visit ‘Frisco 
next. : 

Maj. Joseph Donovan back from, 
N. Y. J. J. Murdock is due before 
Christmas, with Pat Casey scheduled 
in, too. ; 

Duke Kahanamoku in from Ha- 
waii to visit his foster brother, Wil- 











Durkin. 

Margaret -Tallichet, secretary in 
the press department at Par. re- 
| ceived her first picture spot in ‘A 
Star Is Born.’ 
| John Balderston came in from 
|'London, where he wrote ‘Farewell’ 


| Performance.’ a play, and two pic 
| scripts for BIP. 

| Leo G. Nicoll, medalist from the 
| National Photographic Society in 
England, hired by Selznick-Interna- 
tional to shoot color stilis. 

Studio publicity exec committee 
gave a desk and chair to John Le- 
Roy Johnston. who quit recently 
after serving three years as chair- 
man of the group. 

Lieut. Comm. Lucien Green, 
U.S.N., and Richard Day. art di- 
rector, back from Samoa where they 
made preparations for location work 
on Samuei Goldwyn’s ‘Hurricane.’ 





| Pittsburgh 


| By Hal Cohen 
| 








| ‘Ted Thompson on Coast. 

| -Harry Koch to Shelbyville, Ind, 
for funeral of his father. 

| Ben Atwell around getting the 

citizenry excited about ‘Show Is On.’ 
Hetzie Shulman penning lyric im- 


pressions of regulars at Continental 
|B 


ar. 

‘Call It a Day’ goes from here to 
| Charleston, W. Va., Monday (14) for 
| one-night stand. 

| Leon Errol plans to lay off Xmas 
| week and go on a show-shopping 
|spree along Broadway. 

Duquesne Drama School producing 


an original play, ‘Starring Gladys 
DeVere, by a freshman, Fran* 
i Lewis. 





liam Henry, and latter’s wife, Grace 
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Se as = = | 
East Coast | 
dicedaiie 
Evelyn Neville Bowen, former Sian Laurel ordered by L. A. 
showgirl, willing to withdraw her | court to pay attorney’s fees plus 
bigamy charge _ against Eugene | $9,000 already granted wife for that | 
Bowen, former Village restaurant | purpose in pleading divorce action. 
owner. Withdrawal requires court); She will be allowed to draw $5,000 | 
assent, which may not be forthcom-| from community fund as advance. 
ing. ; | Back in Hollywood, Johnny Weiss- 
Nila Cram Cook refused to testify | muller denied story that he took 
in a N. Y. court with reporters | part in New York nitery brawl. 
present in her suit to annul her} Notice of intention to wed filed 
marriage to Albert Hutchins, whom | jn L. A. by Jack Singer, Jr.. spo rts 
she married after he r return from | writer for L. A. Times. and Hermin 
India and Mahatma Gandhi. ae Alma Sierks. writer. 
pered ae Se” sag to the judge. De- Pauline Rossman, screen actress 
fen Tes veN. filed suit in Long Beach against 
Beginning next Saturday (12) the! Michael Mills. furniture dealer. ask- 
McMillin theatre of Columbia unl-| jing $50,000 for alleged breach of 
versity will give children’s film pro-| promise. 
grams at Carnegie Hall on alternate; Suit filed against Shirley Tem- 


Saturdays. First will be ‘39 Steps.’ 


Sylvester T. Walker, former circus | 


pitchman, took 20 years 
sessions last week for 
in a crooked poker game in 
Broadway Central last April. 
two confederates have so far avoided 
arrest. 


in general 
participation 


the | 
His | 


ple, her parents and 20th-Fox for 
$500,000 by Jack Hays was taken un- 
dér submission in L.A. after defense 
filed motion to dismiss case on 
ground moppet’s parents bought her 
contract from Hays at auction. Hays’ 
alleged star was under contract to 


|} him and he never collected on he1 


Lunt and Fontanne have aban- | 
doned the idea of that London en- 
gagement for ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ Busi- 


ness too good over here. 

Samuel Rubenstein, 
tenced by a Brooklyn 
his wife to a picture show 
complied with the court order 
the domestic charges against 
were dismissed, 

‘But for the Grace of God’ picked 
for the third Theatre Guild produc- 


who was sen- 
judge to take 


and 


on Dec. 2, | 


him | 


Salary. 
Suit for divorce filed in L.A. by 
Walter Lohman, broker, against Jean 


Carmen, Wampas star. 

Gloria Swanson granted court per- 
mission to drop Farmer from her 
name. 

Wife of Laurence Stallings granted 


divorce in Reno. 

General denial filed by attorneys 
| for Edith Fellowes, screen moppet, 
in L.A. answering suit brought 


tion. By Leopold P. Atlas, who 
wrote ‘Wednesday’s Child.’ To come 
in cold. 

Columbia Yacht Club to build a 
house and landing stage at City 
Island to serve as an annex to the 


N. Y. quarters on the Hudson. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Miller, former tat- 
ooed woman in side shows, arrested 
in Buffalo on a theft charge. Cops 
quit when jit came to entering her 
identification marks on the Bertillion 
cards. Her art gallery was too ex- 
tensive. She had the Dionne quints 
around her neck and Col. Lindbergh 
on her chest, not to mention her 
other illustrations. 


Peggy Fears goes nite club, Rain- 


bow room tonight (Wednesday). 
Ubangi club nicked $50 for failure 
to observe 4 p. m. closing law last 
week. 
Leslie Howard. speaking at Ambas- 
sador hotel, hints that maybe the 


drama critics don’t know their ‘Ham- 
let’ after all. 

Ben Marden declared he'll have a 
new Riviera on the old site by May. 

Knabe piano concern falls for the 
trailer. Will tour five of its boxes in 
a hitch-on., 

World theatre, formerly the Punch 
and Judy, going back to that title 
for two weeks for Tony Sarg’s 
Christmas marionette show. ‘Mikado’ 
included on the bill. 


against her by 


asking $228 for 


professional school 


tuition and inciden- 
tals. 

Grand theft charges have been 
| bre uught against Jean Christman, 
|nitery dancer, in L. A. for driving 
away with taxi Thanksgiving night. 
At preliminary hearing, girl told 





Stage Relief Fund will eee 3 


its fourth year next Sunday. 

Riot in Mexico City last Sunday | 
when bulls proved too tame at the 
first fight of the season. 

Clayton Hamilton, drama _ critic 
and for 16 vears on the board award- 
ing the Pulitzer prize, telis the 
American Women’s Association that 
the award has become an empty 
honor, due to monkeying with the 
rules. 

Fire started in a glue pot in the 
poster room of the Momarte the- 
atre, Brooklyn. Saturday. Suction 
of the air conditioning system drew 
the smoke into the auditorium, but 
Francis Dressel], the manager, 
checked an incipient panic. Fire ex- 
tinguished with small damage. 

Washington warns that liquor is 
not mailable even as Christmas gifts. 
Will be confiscated and senders fined. 

Frank E. Chizzini, of NBC tran- 
scription dept. regains an 100-year- 
old violin, stolen three weeks ago 
irom his home. Police found it. 
among other things. in the room of 
Stanley Weinroth after a pinch. 

Beethoven Association feted Zim- 
balist at its clubhouse last Sunday 


to celebrate his 25th anniversary in | 
A 20-scene skit was | 


this countrv. 
the outstander. 

William Gillette in a Hartford hos- 
pital with a bad cold. Not regarded 
as serious. 


Bobby Jones asking a refund of 
$53.338. income tax paid for his film 
werk 4 Warner Bros. Said he did 


not get all of the money paid on the 
contract. 

Joseph W. Wickham. 68. 
tuck, L. L., died in Radio City Music 


court she had been feeling depressed 
and just wanted to take a ride. 

Edmund Lowe and Sonja 
were fined $5 each for speeding 
Beverly Hills. 

Hollywood police arrested Corleen 
Cummings, Indian actress, and her 
mother on suspicion of shoplifting. 

Suit brought in 1923 by Charles 
Ray Productions to prevent county 
from collecting taxes on ‘Courtshin 
of Miles Standish’ was dismissed in 
L. A. because company had failed to 
bring action within .reasonable 
period of time. 

William H. W. Evans, English 
actor-writer, held by L. A. police on 
charge of divorced wife that he kid- 
naned their child. 


in 


Michael Brooke, seventh Earl of 
| Warwick, now a screen actor, an- 
| nounced in. Hollywood that he will 
| ask divorce from Rose Bingham. 

w ale “¥ ae. 13 

‘Babes of B’ wi ay’—Gayety, Minneapolis 

‘Gayety Girls’—Rialtoe, Chicago. 

‘Red Hot'’—Casino, Toronto, 

Too Hot for Paris’—Open. 

‘Speed and Sparkle’—Gayety, Buffalo. 





‘Vaniteasers’—Lyric, Allentown, 
Tues.: Majestic, Harrisburg, 
Cavitol, Reading, Thurs.-Fri.; 
Williamsport, Sat. 

‘Dizzy Dames’'—Troc, 

‘Ha-Cha’'— Hudson, 

‘Garden of Girls’ 


Mon.- 
Wed.: 
Majestic, 


Philadelphia. 
Union City. 
Jacques, Waterbury. 


‘Modes and Models’—Howard, Boston, 

‘Scan-Dolls’'—Empire, Newark. 

‘Steppin’ Stars'—Gayety, Washington. 

‘Scan-Deolls Gayety, Baltimore. 

‘Wine, Woman and Song —Roxy, Cleve- 
land. 

‘Hi-Flyers’'—Capitol, Toledo. 

‘Hindu Belles’—Gayety, Detroit. 

‘Beauty Parade’—Grand, Canton. 

ted Rhythm, Garrick, St. Louis 

‘Rozo Snyder’'—President, Des Moines 

‘Ballyhoo’—Casino, Pittsburgh, Dec. 14 

‘Ballyhoo’—Princess, Youngstown (three | 
days), Fri.-Sat.-Sun. 








of Matti- | 


Hall Saturday while attending a per- | 


formance. Due to a heart attack. 
Lucille Malin, widow of the late 

Jean Malin, got one year and a $2,000 

fine _On a white slavery charge in 


Two art shows in-N. Y. relating to 


the theatre. French museum _is 
showing Dec acest ve Art in the 
French Theatre. Donald Oreslager. 
scenic designer, showing sets at the 
Marie Sterner. 

S olumbia Broadeasting eyeing the 
Golden theatre as a possible ai 

theatre, 


|complaint against the entire chorus | 


Minneapolis, Dec. 8. 

Whether guilty knowledge of an 
offense against a manager by fellow 
company members makes them 
liable to punishment under the rules 
of the Burlesque Artists’ Association, 
is an issue that will be decided as the 
result of a demand by Harry Hirsch, 
operator of the Gayety here, that 1. 
Hirst, head of the Independent 
Burlesque wheel, bring a_ blanket 


personnel of the ‘Red Rhythm’ show. 

Four of the ‘Red Rhythm’ company 
jumped the show here just before 
it departed for its next stand, Des 
Moines, la., last Thursday (3) mid- 
night. The girls didn’t give the 
company manager Hirsch, who 
has the Des Moines franchise, any 
notice of their intention Hirsch 
claims he has evidence showing that 
‘the other 12 chorus girls knew, and 


o! 


ee ere the ae “Models Equity Organizer 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


| judgment 


Heine | 


Hirsch Demands Reprisals Agains| 
Whole Chorus After Four Girls Quit 


Gets Salary Judgment | 

Sol Jacobs, one of the organizers | 
of Models Equity, has obtained a | 
for $525 against Daniel 
Wolheim, actor and the organization’s | 


| former president. 


Jacobs claimed he was not paid 
|\for his assistance in organizing 
Models Equity. He had a personal 
contract with Wolheim, who is now 
on the west coast. 


BUSINESS MAN | 
GOES TO MIAMI 








ciate producer at 20th Century-Fox 
ernst Dec. 5 in Jackson, Mich. 
By BILL HALLIGAN | 
00 ; | Doris Dudley, stage actress, to 
, Listen, Darling, we —_ take the Jack Jenkins, Dec. 5, in Yuma. Ariz 
Pennsy to Miami and be there to-/ pride js daughter of Bide Dudley. 
morrow night. .I know, my Love... | N. Y. drama critic. Groom in the 
ae .oh, ag ary cose la | restaurant biz. 
i up the Eastern irlines tto 
Cail up ; Frances Paxton, dancer, to Dave | 
and get me two to Miami on the 5: 10 | G : : : 
xould, Metro dance director, Dec. 5. 
.yeah...ask them if Dick Merrill | ae eager tt 
is taking her out...yeah...and, Otto | * - : 
get me 2.000 in cash. | Leah Clampitt Sewell to Charley 
7 : Kaley, radio and nitery singer, Dec. 
If Dot calls up tell her I’ve gone : : ve “hed é ie 
'6, in Las Vegas. Second try for 
to Boston on that Merman deal | oceania . 
no...don’t argue with her...just tell | © . ' ; 
her.. look Honey you meet me at Mrs. Grace Paln er to Le w 
the airport at 5 sharp...get the air-| Palmer, in Palm Springs, Dec. 6. 
port bus at the Biltmore. ..so long | Both nitery and radio singers, re- 
for an hour, my sweet...heh, Otto. |married after divorce last April. 
wire the Ronev and reserve me a | Groom is with Jan Garber band. 
suite and a single facing the beach; Beatrice Rickard to Colby Dries- 
get me a drink, Otto...what time} sens, in Harrison, N. Y., Dec. 6. 
is it...Geez, I'l] never make it, Otto. | Groom is radio ed of the New Haven 
Where the heck did you put my | Register. 
stud book...and Ot~#)...wire Mitzi | ——__——_ — 
at the Breakers I'll meet her in Palm | 
Beach Sunday afternoon...and tell | Time Marches On 
her to stay out of Bradleys...Okay, Rais 
send her another 500 say. listen Atlanta, Dec. 8. 
...whose money is it?...Well, I Thanksgiving came and went and 
DON’T WANT your advice...didn’t|the Eastern Burlesque Association 
you hear me say I wanted a drink |did not put its shows back in the 
.turn off that danged radio. | Atlanta theatre as scheduled. 
Now, OTTO, pay attention...and Wheel has given up its lease on 
don’t mess this up...just as I'm get-|the house, which is now being used 
\ting into the plane...rush up and|aS a wrestling arena. 


tell me that 
distance and wants me to meet him 
Sunday in Palm Beach or the deal | 
off... .get fs . that’s 
set...and listen, the minute | 
you get my wire 
ward all mail 

Roney to come 
URGENT...market  falling...Okay, 
Otto...here’s $100 for you...where 
the heck did you put that stud book | 

see you in Newark, Otto. 


iS 


Otto.. 


.wire me at 
right back .. 





BIRTHS 


Pgs Mrs. Arthur P. Barry, 
Nov. in Macon, Ga. 
| ages rp & Jenkins theatres 
| Macon. 

| Mr. and Mrs. 

| daughter, Nov. 


| Mr son, 
| 


in 


J. S. McLaughlin, 
% & 
| of executive board Catholic Actors’ 
| Guild. Mother is former Mary 
|, Haughey, Irish poetess. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Dave Gordon, son, in 
| Los Angeles, Dec. 3. Father is with 
| Shapiro-Bernstein Music Co., and 
mother formerly was Ruth Layne, 
singer with Abe Lyman’s band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Moriarty, 
Dec. 6, in Culver City. 
film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Gould, son, 
|in New York, Dec. 5. Father 
|exec. in United Artists foreign de- 
a 


son, 
Father is 





is 


failure to 
makes 


he contends that thei 
port this knowledge 
}equally guilty. All are 
the B.A.A. 


re- 


Net on Train 
The girls were first mis 
the train carry the 


ed when 


ing company Wa 


telling you to for- | 


New York. | 
| Father is former actor now member 


the 


Father man- | 


—— 


| Martin, 


STONE just called long | 


| 





them | 
members of | 


yereo RIVOLI *xs'." 
| ————_ 
PARAMOUN ro 


Des Moines Burlesque Mor. Starts 


Grand Jury Inquiry of ‘Shakedown’ 





MARRIAGES 


Rose Marie Deering, former dan- 
cer with the Shuberts, to Tommy | 
Switzerland, Nov. 
ie is sleight-of-hand worker. 

Zoe Farmar to Sidney 


in 


managing director of Bernstein 
Theatres, in London. Bride is 
fashion expert of London Daily Ex- 
press 

Ruth Franklin to Sam Engel, asso- 


21. | 


Bernstein, | 


Des Moines, Iowa, Dec. 8 
Hal Bronson, manager of the Pres- 
| ident, playing Independent wheel 
|shows on week-ends, is responsible 
| for a grand jury investigation now 
} under way of payoffs being made to 
officials. 


city There is indication 
that the investigation will expose 
beer and gambling rackets. 
Bronson went to Henry Al}lber, 
chief of police, with the statement 


that an employee in the city public 
safety department had warned him 


he would have to contribute to the 


campaign or his theatre would be 
closed. The Iowa law permits the 
| collection of campaign contributions 
lat any time, the only requirement 
being that the amounts so collected 
and the name of the donor be posted 
within 30 days by the county audi- 
tor. If the story told by Bronson 
is substantiated by the grand jury 
investigation a charge of ‘malicious 
threats to extort,’ carrying a 
mum penalty of five years’ imprison- 
ment, may result. 

Bronson «aimed he gained the im- 
pression from the safety department 
employee who approached him that 
there was a connection between the 
continued police vigilance of his the- 
atre and his failure to contribute 
i|campaign funds. ‘The employee is 
alleged to have told Bronson, ‘It cost 
Henry Hasbrouck (safety commis- 
sioner) $5,000 to get elected, and 
this is the only way--we can get it 
back.’ Bronson said he parried with 
the statement that he wasn’t making 
|enough money yet for a payoff, but 
lif one was necessary he would make 
#t. He asked for more time and 
the employee agreed to wait. No 
definite figure was named as a pay- 
| off, he said. 
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“BANJO ON 
MY KNEE” 


—ON THE STAGE— 


a Heo 
Wences 
Cappi Barra Band 
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arm” MUSIC HALL 
"MORE THAN A 
SECRETARY" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





New York Theatres 





HELD OVER 


CHAS. LAUGHTON 


“REMBRANDT” 
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“BORN TO DANCE” 


An M-G-M Musical 
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and a Large Cast 
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Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Dolores 
Del Rio in “ACCUSED” 
Also “CAPTAIN CALAMITY” 
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“Keeps you 
Fast and funny” 


“A best bet. 


“3 Men on a Horse” 


FRANK McHUGH - JOAN BLONDELL 
GUY KI6@BEE 


lack of protection given to the man- 
ager and the lack of cooperation 
i\from the girls and the B.A.A.,’ the an fa 


|about to pull out. When Hirsch first 
|was apprised of the situation he 
said he would cancel the Des Moines 
engagement and throw the entire 
company out of a week's employ- 
ment. But he reconsidered and 
George Van _ Allen, representing ; 
Hirsch, picked up several girls in} 
Des Moines while three more were 
recruited here and sent by bus to 
| Des Moines the next day, mussing 
the afterno performance but ar- 
riving nm time for the evening 
Friday (4). 
i Hirsch points out that burlesque} 


union which 


set the minimum scale. j 
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New Prexy of Showmen Asitates 


Forming 





League vs. Unions 





Chicago, Dec. 8. 


J. C. McCaffery, newly elected entry into the cities. 


president of the Showmen’s League 
of America, in a special statement 
to VarieTy on the problems of the 
outdoors and carnival business, 


agreed with the other leaders in| 


the business that the outdoors show 


business and carnivals are approach- | 
matter | 


ing a genuine crisis in the 
of impending unionization, the music 
tax and the squeeze tactics of fair 
secretaries and_ state officialdom. 
And stated that he believes there is 
a crying need in the outdoors busi- 
ness for a new and separate organi- 
zation for the protection and pres- 
ervation of the carnival and out- 
doors operators. 

McCaffery stated that the Show- 
men’s League of America is strictly 
a benevolent and welfare associa- 
tion, and therefore cannot undertake 


to assume any jurisdiction over the | 
business operations of the outdoors | 


field. It must keep its hands off the 
politics and union wrangles of the 
industry, even though it recognizes 
that such problems exist and must 
Sooner or later be faced by the men 
in the business. 


Like other leaders in the business 
McCaffery feels that there is a hard 


road ahead for the carnival and out-! Garden as 


doors business, and that organiza- 
tion is essential because the carni- 
val business must come out of hid- 
ing and become a recognized part of 
American industry and show busi- 
hess and that only through 
cial industrial organization can 
the outdoors men meet other or- 
ganized factions in the business 
on an equal footing. The mu- 
sicians are organized; the stagehands 
and operators are organized. the 
electrical workers, the song and mu- 
sic publishers, the fairs and other 
factions in the business are all or- 
ganized into powerful compact 
groups. 

While McCaffery bluntly refused 
to affirm any report that he would 
organize such a group, he stated that 
if a proper group were organized 
for the betterment and strengthen- 
ing of the outdoors industry that he 
would be only too glad to join. 

2,000 or More Jobs 

IATSE officials have carefully 
finished a check-up of the outdoors 
situation, and believe that of the 
10,000 starehands at present unem- 
ployed due to close-up of vaude and 
legit avenues of employment, at least 
2,000 to 3,000 can be absorbed by the 
fairs and amusement parks alone. 
with the carnivals and circuses tak- 
ing care of another $1,500. 


IATSE insist that the carnivals 
and outdoors businesses should carry 
stagehands since they are participat- 
ing in a field over which the IATSE 
has a recognized jurisdiction. Al- 
most every carney has a girl show, 
with one set and lights. Besides there 


are such spots as the diving shows, 
' the water show, plus the various 
rides and special attractions which 


demand skilled electrical workers. 
Because of the latter 


units. 


Led by the IATSE the other unions 
such as the IBEW, the American 
Federation of Musicians and even 
the teamsters union are converging 
It marks 
the culmination of more than two 
years of serious and concentrated 
study of the outdoors field by the 


on the outdoors business, 


IATSE officials and operatives. 
Musicians Ogling 
Musicians’ unions feel highly in 
accord with the IATSE, since they, 
too, are looking for new outlets of 


Spe- | that month. 


items the 
drive to unionize these carnivals will 
be done in close association with the 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, since every show to- 
day must obtain juice by either tap- 
ping the local light company’s lines 
or by putting up their own electrical 


; Various auspices, so as to obtain an 
The carney 
men realize that they will have a 
|pretty hard time cracking into towns 
{where the unions such as the IATSE, 
|Musicians and Teamsters line up 
solidly against- such permission or 
granting of showing license. 

It’s a load on the minds of the 
outdoors men and those who are 


more candid admit they have one | 
of the biggest fights in the history | owners who felt that the sign hinted 


CHI CARNEY MEETING 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Question of moral turpitude in the 
operation of a carnival caused a 
number of fist-fights and much bit- 
terness at the outdoors meeting here 
last week when the DeeLang Shows, 
a truck trick from St. Louis, posted 





BLACK EYES: PUNCTUATE. 





a big canvas sign advertising the 
quality of their shows, and topped 
the sign off with the heading: ‘No| 
Rackets.’ 

This incensed the other 








carnival | 


|of the outdoors business on their) that they used rackets. That finally led 


hands. 


TWO CIRCUSES IN 
NY. NEXT YEAR: 
GAL SHOW 


New York will have two circuses 
| next spring, the Ringling-Barnum & 
Bailey outfit playing Madison Square 
usual, and Cole Bros.- 
Clyde Beatty outfit going into the 
Hippodrome. The Beatty show will 
open first, being slated to get under 
way March 1, for a four-wéek date. 
The Ringling show is dated for late 








Beatty will have a production with 
a girl ensemble which will be staged 
by Allan K. Foster. Latter similarly 


a couple of the more daring carny 
boys to cross out the negative ‘no,’ 
leaving only the word ‘rackets’ 
lall by itself. Resultant squabbles 
| meant a couple of black eyes around 
the Sherman hotel lobby and several 
bitter arguments. 

DeeLang show never did go in 
for money wheels or gimmicks and 
gaffs on their stores and games. 
But, they have always been famous 
in the outdoors business for the 
sex stuff in fairies-in-the-well, blow- 
offs and nudity, 





NEW TEX EXPO 
TAG IRES PRESS 


od 


Dallas, Dec. 8. 
Local newspapers let forth plain- 
tive yowls when executives an- 
nounced the name for the '37 edi- 








handled the acrobatic equestriennes 
on ‘Jumbo’ last season at the Hipp. 


Currently Beatty is in Africa to se- 
cure. a new type of wild animal. 
is a cross between a tiger and lion 
| and is called a tyron. Beast ic about 
one and one-half the size of a fully 
grown lion, Trainer figures on put- 
ting the tyron through the paces of 
the others in the cage.. One such 
beast is said to be in the London zoo. 
The breeding is reported to have 
| been accomplished along scientific 
lines. 











It | Exposition. 


tion of ‘Texas Centennial. 


The fair will be known as The | 
Greater Texas and Pan-American 
Copy desks’ claimed 
impossibility to get in head type. If 
name is reduced to initials it will 
sound like a railroad or a new fed- 
eral bureau, they say. 


Curbstone wits also found ironic 
humor in fact that first session of 
fair celebrated revolution which 
liberated Texas from Mexico while 
the officials hope to entice Mexico 
into cooperation on last half of expo. 








Cleveland's 


Hat in Ring 





Definitely Announces 


May 29°As ’37 Open- 


ing Day for Lake Front—Many Changes 





Cleveland, Dec. 8. 

Getting the jump on Dallas and 
Fort Worth, which haven’t yet de- 
cided whether to hold over their 
centennial shows, Cleveland's Great 
Lakes Exposition is breaking the 
1937 ice by setting May 29 as opening 
date of its second season to run 101 
days, 

Calling an extra early meeting to 
speed up the new edition, board of 
directors picked W. T. Holliday as 
its tycoon for '37. Holliday, prez 
of Standard Oil of Ohio, is stepping 
into boots of Eben G. Crawford un- 
der whose helm the ’36 centennial 
drew $30,000,000 into the Forest City 
on Lake Erie. 

Lincoln G. Dickey will carry on as 
general manager. Almon R. Shaffer 
to be in charge of concessions and 
amusements, while Peg Humphrey 
will handle exhibit space. Mayor 
Harold H. Burton is again honorary 
chairman, with Dudley S. Blossom as 
general chairman. Working under 
Holliday as vice-prezs are H. G. Dal- 
ton, A. C. Ernst, I. F. Freiberger and 
L. B. Williams; H. J. Raymond as 
| Secretary, John C. McHannan as 
| treasurer. 

Taking some pointers from the 











employment for their men since the) first session which ran 110 days, but 
theatres have nearly all closed their} wasn’t publicized enough, they are 
musical ensembles. Musicians’ unions | tripling the advertising budget. Only 
figure that the carnivals must use| 40° of the 4,000,000 opening at- 
between six and 15 musicians not| tendance came from Cleveland ter- 
only for the bally but for the gir] | ritory. 


shows, Hawaiian show, minstre] is repeated and ballyhoo machines 
show. Teamsters’ Union has been 8eared up higher, local trade is ex- 
seeking the cooperation of these! pected to be doubled. 


‘show business’ unions to obtain 
unionization for the job of loading 
and unloading the shows from trucks 
and cars, in landscaping a former 

All carnival men here admit with- dumping grounds in 80 
out hesitation that carnivals playing Everybody 
either fairs or still dates cannot af- ’ 
ford to break with the unions, es- 


That $1,100,000 Hole 


Latter at start weren't so hot about 


pecially since the carnivals are try- a hold-over until business men be-| Miskell. 


ing to play more and more under gan putting on pressure, 


If history of Chicago’s fair | 


Building costs went $800,000 over | weather and ran into cold 
original budget, mostly due to work | nights. 
lakefront | Almon 
short days. |stronger amusement conce 
was paid off in '36 but | industrial exhibit 
underwriters, who put up $1,100,000. ! 101-day run has been already started 


agreeing | department. 


to raise $500,000 for next year’s 
operating expenses. To date $300,000 
has been subscribed and rest is on 
the way. Go-getters are out to again 
make it an expo and convention 
town that will gross $30,000,000 on 
centennial’s h.o. Figure is possible 
considering that majority of con- 
struction costs are paid off. 

Lakefront grounds may be greatly 
revamped to avoid previous troubles 
or to boost business. Cleveland Or- 
chestra is having a symphony shell 
built on the main drag, instead of at 
entrance where it was passed up by 
initial rubberneckers. Billy Rose 
reported to be interested in huge 
outdoor theatre in which Ed Hunger- 
ford couldn’t make a go wiih his 
spectacular ‘Parade of Years.’ De- 
spite risk of rain, Rose is talking 
about another ‘super-spectacle’ here, 
but says it won't be a ‘Jumbo’ if he 
signs up. 

Henry Ford also rumored as be- 
ing ready to buy space for an auto 
exhibit of his own in main expo 
grounds. Floating Showboat may be 
either abandoned by Theo DeWitt. 
whose stiff prices scared off last sea- 
son’s visiting firemen, or given a 
new low-tariffed policy. Set-up on 
Midway will be changed to bring in 


—— 





JOHN RINGLING 
« John Ringling, circus tycoon, died 
in New York Dec. 2, of pneumonia. 
Extended story in the outdoor de- 
partment. 





JOHN W. GENTRY 
John W. Gentry, 65, one of the 
three brothers who owned the 
Gentry dog and pony circuses, died 


in Miami Dec. 3 following a long 
illness. 
Back in the ’90’s, James Gentry, 


with his two brothers, Henry B. and 
Frank Gentry, put out his first dog 
and pony circus, having served his 
apprenticeship with the Morris ani- 
mal show. Sirice then the Gentry 
show has played practically every 
show spot between the two 
and the Gentrys occupied the same 
position in the dog and pony show 
business that Ringling ‘occupied in 
the larger field. Often they had half 
a dozen or more outfits on the road, 
each scaled to the route it was to 
play, and ranging from 20 to 30 
cars, according to the equipment. 
The setup was profitable with most 
animals, and the Gentry name be- 
as was the Barnum tag in the larger 
cities. The latter were also played, 
chiefly neighborhood dates, and the 
shows have several times played 
New York City for several weeks 
at a time, changing lots, but not 
leaving the city limits. The Gentry 
outfit was practically the pioneer, 
in spite of the fact the dog and pony 


HENRY H. JACKSON 


Passed away 
December 3rd, 1936 


Beloved husband of Katherine and 
father of Harry and Mary, of State 
of Victoria, Australia. Originator 
Australian Wood Choppers Act. In- 
terment Gate of Heaven. Cemetery. 








and its 


show was not a new idea, 
success was largely responsible for 
a flock of imitators, none of whom 
approached the Gentry outfits in size 
or receipts. 

He is survived by his widow, Olga, 
his brothers and three sisters. The 
body was taken to Bloomington for 
interment, 





DAVID FREEDMAN 

David Freedman, 39, most prolific 
of the radio comedy writers, died in 
his sleejs Dec, 8, 1936, at his home 
in New York on the eve of the sec- 
ond day of trial in his $250,000 
breach of contract suit against Eddie 
Cantor, Freedman was Cantor’s 
radio author from. 1931 to 1934, also 
a playwright, book, magazine and 
comedy sketch writer, 

Mother, wife, three sons and a 
daughter survive. 

Further details will be found in 
the radio section of this issue. 





CHARLES FORRESTER 

Charles Forrester, 70, dramatic 
and vaudeville actor of a bygone 
generation, died in Omaha, Nov. 24. 
He was .on his way to New York 
with a contract from NBC to pro- 
duce a script on the life of George 
Washington. He stopped over in 
Omaha to visit with the George 
Hirshorns, old friends of his vaude- 
ville days, and was unable to con- 
tinue his journey, His death is par- 
tially ascribed to his grief over the 
death of his wife, Jane Courthope, 
about a year ago. 

With Miss Courthope he played 
with the Charles Frohman produc- 
tions and he supported her in her 
vaudeville tour in ‘Our Family’ for 
several years, He had not been ac- 
tive in recent years, ° 

He is survived by his son. Ross 
Forrester. Interment was in Omaha. 

His real name was Ross O'Neil. 





FULLER MELLISH 
Fuller Mellish, 71, international 
actor, died in New York Dec. 7 of a 
heart attack. 


coasts | 





of the entertainmen‘ supplied by the | 





Massillon, O., after a lingering jy). 


ness. He is credited with having 
been one of the first to commercial 
on the mechanical man idea and fo; 
years appeared with carnivals and in 
leading department stores through. 
out the country. 





HENRY E. JACKSON 

Henry E. Jackson, 60, died Dec, 5 
in New York and was buried Mon. 
day. He was one of the Jacksons 
who appeared in the old timers por. 
tion of ‘Jumbo’ last season. 

Act originated in Australia, 
specialty being whip-cracking and 
woodchopping. Jacksons were sched.- 
uled to go abroad this winter, 





LIONELL STRAUSS 

Lionell Strauss, 65, one of three 
trustees of the Empire theatre, N. Y., 
died Dec. 8. He was in Wall Street 
and not directly connected with show 
business previously, although mare 
ried to a heir of the late Al Hay- 
man, 





WILLIAM W. SWEETLAND 
William Warren Sweetland, 75, for 


came as standard in the hinterland|many seasons with the Sousa and 


other bands, died 
Calif., Nov. 26. 

He had been a member of the mu- 
nicipal band there for the past 18 
years. 


in Long Beach, 





GABRIEL FORMIGGINI 
Gabriel Formiggini, 57, Italian 
band leader, died in Berlin from 
heart disease. Since last year he 


(has been running an Italian rese 





taurant on Kurfuerstendamm. 





DAVID MARCUS 
David Marcus, 42, pianist for Ralph 
Ginsburg’s orchestra at the Palmer? 
House, died suddenly in Chicago 08 
Dec. 2. He collapsed on the street. 
Burial in Chicago. 





THOMAS BEECH 
Thomas Beech, 57, Paramount tag- 
expert, shot himself, Hollywood, 
Nov. 6. 
He left note saying he outlived 
usefulness, 





EDWARD PETRO 
Edward Petro, 73, formerly associ- 
ated with Carl Laemmle in Chicag® 
theatre operation, died Dec. 3 in Los 
Angeles, 





J. H. ANDREWS 
J. H. Andrews, 65, shipper in the 
L. A. Columbia Pictures exchange, 
died there Nov. 28. He had been a 
familiar figure along Film Row for 
the past 25 years. 





DANA STEVENS 
Dana Stevens, 55, actor in the 
‘Horse Eats Hat’ federal project, 
died in New York Dec. 7 of acute 
indigestion. 





WILLIAM M. DALY 
William Merrigan Daly, 49, radio 
maestro, died in New York Dec. 4, 
of heart failure. 
Details in the radio section. 





GEORGE A, CRAGG 
George A. Cragg, 85, at one time 
head arranger for Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., died in the Manhattan 
State Hospital, Dec. 3. 





Mother of Jack Lavin, Mrs. John 
Lavin, Sr., 72, died in St. Louis, Mo, 
Dec. 8. Ill for some time, it is be- 
lieved to have brought on the pneu- 
monia condition from which she died. 
Her son, John, Jr. (Jack), is Paul 
Whiteman’s manager, 





Mrs. Louise J. Crooker, mother of 
Herb Crooker, publicity representa- 
tive at Warners’ home office, died 
in New York Dec, 2. Funeral ser- 


His last appearances | Vices were held at the Presbyterian 


Dec. 











- 





more variety. ‘Streets of Nations.’ 
which suffered from too many vil- 
lage-cafes peddling only  knick- 








acts to lure yokels through the 25- 
cent gate. 
Opening date was advanced to May 


knacks, planning to have more name | 


| 


| Beerbohm Tree, Mary Anderson and 


| 29 for two purposes. When it 
started initial stanza June 29, cen- | 
tennial missed a month of warm 
autumn 
Earlier campaign i giving 

Shaffer time to line 


up 
and 
Ballyhoo for the 


ions 


by Rodney 


Sutton 


who organized 


Harold 


"36 publicity 


and 


j Wells, died Nov. 27 


had been with 
Newsreel. 

He was aided in his stage debut 
by W. S. Giibert, who later gave 
him the role of Pygmalion in his 
‘Pygmalion and Galatea.” He had 
appeared with Sir Henry Irving 


the F-TP. Living | Chapel, Middle Village, N. Y., 





Mother of Victor Heerman, picture 
writer-director, died in Hollywood 
| Dec. 1. She formerly was costume 
designer for David Belasco. Two 
other sons, F. W. Heerman and Thom- 
many other leaders of the American | as Heerman, survive. 
and English stages. He was the 
father of the late Fuller Mellish, Jr., 
who died in 1930. 





Flo Earl, 55, widow of Lou Earl, 
former actor and agent, died in Chi- 





He is survived by his widow and cago on Dec, 1. Had been vaude 
a daughter, Vera Fuller Mellish. now performer. 
playing in ‘Pride and Prejudice.’ | Burial in Muskegon, Michigan. 
eesaediees adi 
_ GEORGE SCHAUWEKER | Mrs. Bobbie Braun, wife of Morris 
George. Schauweker, 62 known Braun, first violinist in house band 


professionally as, ‘Uncle . George’. at WIP, Philadelphia, died Monday 


in a hospital at, (7) after long illness, 

















1 


— ht — AS 6 


Tr 


| 


en ee ee ee ee ae a. | 


a @& tah. O ot a. oe ee ae ee ee - .  ”  e e  a @ wn am eet en et oe le eC ee 2 Oo oe ot ot et 


* tet #2 4 tee Get oh bed. 9 Gt Oe 2 8 Ue CU CellC CO 


ao. 








as 


Fe VC Va 

















Wednesday, December 9, 1936 











OuUTRPOORS 


VARIETY 











FAIRS PUT CARN 





LY ON 





JOHN RINGLING, 


CIRCUS HEAD, 
DIES IN N.Y. 


By EPES W. SARGENT 
John Ringling, last of the seven 
brothers who had much to do with 


the writing of modern American cir- | 


cus history, died in New York Dec. 
2, of pneumonia. After funeral ser- 
vices the remains were temporarily 
placed in a vault at Englewod, N. J., 


Sarasota, Fla., winter quarters of the 
Ringling-Barnum & Bailey show. 
Ringling, in his later years, was the 
chief figure in outdoor show business, 
and for a time owner of practically 
every tent show of importance in the 
United States. Chance determined 
the careers of the seven Ringling 


brothers, John, Henry, Gus, Al, Al- | 


fred, Charles and Otto. They were 
sons of an Hungarian harness-maker, 
born Ruengling. A typographical er- 
ror changed the name to the present 
spelling. A small show wintering in 


sets of harness from the father, and 
two of the boys were sent out with 


the show to collect the money due. | 
They came back with the idea that | 


there was more money to be made in 
show business than in any occupation 
available in Baraboo. 

During the winter layoff the Riag- 
ling boys had been frequenters of 
the show barns, partly by virtue of 
the harness job, and had picked up a 
few of the simpler tricks. Five of 
the boys, Henry and Gus staying out, 
gathered together the then important 
sum of $5 to finance their first date, 
$3.50 of which went to pay for show 
bills announcing the appearance of 
‘Ringling Brothers moral, elevating, 
instructive and fascinating concert’ 
for one night only in the adjoining 


town of Abelman. They made a little | 
money on this first date, which drew | 
an attendance of only 40 persons, but | 


_ sufficient to put the 
black. 


show 


as the net result of their first sea- 
son, most of which went for new 
clothes with which to put up a ‘front.’ 

The following year they organized 
their own three-wagon show, getting 
the wagons on a _ share-the-profits 
basis. It was what was then known 
as a ‘concert party,’ using the wagons 
for transportation. John was clown 
and Al did a juggling act. The others 
served as the band. The show came 
to the end of the season with a profit 
and the following year they added a 
trick horse, a bear and, later on, a 
contortionist. John, who acted as 
business manager, noticed that the 
contortionist drew more money to 
the box office than did the less ac- 
complished brothers, with their sim- 
pler offerings. It decided him to stick 
to the business end, hiring perform- 
ers, 

Building Up the Show 

Season by season they added to 
their stock of animals, the first being 
a hyena, later a lion and a kangaroo. 
All were pulling cards in those days 
mm a section not often visited by 
shows. They had long since gone 
under canvas. 

In 1888 the show went on the rails 


and John, who had pioneered the | 


wagon show and had come to know 


the route, now had to take ina larger | 


territory 
power. 


and aée different motor 
He rose to the situation. The 


show did well, though the Ringlings | 


were regarded as upstarts by the 
larger shows, such as Barnum & 
Bailey and the Forepaugh outfit. 


They played day and date with the 
Barnum show and managed to make 
things sufficiently unpleasant for the 
larger outfit to lead James A. Bailey 
in 1895 to propose a territorial di- 
vision of the country. The Barnum 
show opened in New York while the 
Ringlings shoved off from Chicago. 
Thereafter they alternated on the 
tour, one trick playing north and the 
other south, changing the following 


season. 

Ringling appreciated the advan- 
tage of a New York opening, but 
not until the death of Bailey. when 


the Ringlings bought Mrs. Bailey's 





the town, Baraboo, Wis., ordered 20 the first 





| largely his own funds. 
| acts were put back, and the circus | 


in the| 
They joined up with a con- | 
cert party and came home with $200 





- 


share for a sum reputed to be $410,- 
000, did he get in. The Ringling 
show made the first New York open- 
ing in 1909, merging the two titles. 
The purchase included the Fore- 
paug.i-Sells show and the Buffalo 


Bill Wild West, which always fol- | 


lowed the Barnum show into the 
Garden. 
The show prospered under the 


new setup though old-timers shook | 


their heads over what they regarded 
as a departure from old landmarks. 
John Ringling dropped many of the 
niceties of Bailey’s invention, for 
example the opening. Under the 
Bailey regime the rings had been 
covered with green medallions. As 
the spec started, the razorbacks, 
smartly uniformed, jumped to roll 


|} up the carpets and remove them 
later to be removed to his home at | 


from the ring. Ringling discarded 
this practice. It was a small mat- 
ter, but in its way indicative of the 
general change in methods. 
pline was tightened rather than re- 
laxed, but the show lost in the smart- 
ness of those little touches which 
Bailey had considered important. 
There were, of course, changes in 
the executive personnel, Henry and 
Gus finally being drafted. Some of 
the important Barnum people were 
dropped. McCaddon took a show to 
Europe and many of the people are 
still over there, the show crashing 
season. Dexter Fellows 
was retained, but Harvey Watkins 
went over to motion pictures. 
Always influenced by the rigorous 
religious training of their boyhood 
days, the Ringlings discarded wild 
animal acts and in 1929 John Ring- 
ling refused to shut the show at the 
Garden on Friday nights to permit 
the usual pugilistic card to be given. 
This seemed to give an opening to 
the American Circus Corp., organized 
by Mugivan and Bowers and con- 
trolling the Sells-Floto, Hagenbeck, 
John Robinson, Sparks and Al. G. 
Barnes shows. The outfit sought to 
take the Garden dates. Within 10 


days Ringling had purchased control 


of the American Circus Corp., using 
Wild animal 


went on to greater success with 
| Ringling entirely in control of the 
major situation, 

But, came the depression. It did 


not pay to keep all of the shows on 
the road and those which did tour 
had to support the idle outfits from 
a decreased intake. Other ventures 
were crganized and, whether or not 
they were successful, they did not 
help the Ringling outfit. 
Gumpertz at Helm 


Recently the shows made a come- 
back, with the Ringling show gross- 
ing larger takes on New York and 
the key points than ever before. In 
recent years, Sam Gumpertz had 
taken over a large share of Ring- 
ling’s work and for the past two 
years has been the virtual executive 
head. He now stands the No. 
showman. 

Some years ago John Ringling 
moved the show from Bridgeport, 
Conn., winter quarters since the 
merger, to Sarasota, Fla., where he 
built himself a palatial home and 
went in for the collection of art 
under the guidance of his first wife, 
Mary Benton, establishing the John 
and Mabel Ringling museum in a 
marble palace of Mrs. Ringling’s de- 
sign. He accumulated a collection 
valued at more than $2,000,000. Mrs. 
Ringling died in 1929 and a year 


| later he married Mrs. Emily Haag 
| Buck, whom he divorced last July. 
The marriage was far from a happy | 


one, bringing in its train an ex-| 
tended litigation over property 
rights as well as in the divorce 
| court. It was partly the strain of 
| this campaign which led him vir- 
tually to turn the show over to 
Gumpertz. 

John Ringling will go down in 
show history as one of the all-time 
leaders. though much of his succes 


should be ascribed to the teamwork 
of his brothers, who helped him to 
run a three-wagon mud show into a 
gigantic organization 
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any similar enterprise anywhere. He 
was not the natural showman Jame 
A. Bailey was, but he replaced the 
Bailey finesse with a dogged dete 
mination that fought down all 
stacles. Few met so many hindrance 
at the outset. None conquered so 
definitely and triumphantls There 
survive a number of relatives 
carry on the ork and the traditi 


but John k 
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ONAKING DOWN 


NIGRS. AND SECS ‘United Shows of America Brings 
$85,000 From Hennies Brothers 





| 


Force Ruinous Terms by Pit- | 
ting Outfits Against Each 
| Other — Itching Palms —| 
Trick Deals 


WANT ALL THE GAIN 


Nashville. Dec. 8. 
| Capt. J. W. Menke’s Rod | 
| Show Boat docked here week before 
last and will winter at Nashville on 
the Cumberland River if business is | 
good enough. 
Floating theatre opened on 
Chicago, Dec. 8. Thanksgiving Day with ‘The| 
Increasing resentment on the part | Dreamer.’ Bill this week is favorite | 
| of all carnival men against the grow- old melodrama, ‘Lena Rivers.’ 
| ing squeezing and pressure from the | 
| fairs was the major undertone at the 
|annual convention of the outdoors 
| field last week at the Sherman hotel 
| here. While not one in the entire 
|}assembly would come out openly 
with a blust against what they deem 
to be unfair practices on the part of 
| the fair secretaries, this undercurrent | 
of talk ran throughout the conven- | 
tion. 
| But the carnival men would talk, if 
they were assured that it was ‘off- 
the-record’ and that their names 
would not be used. Some 21 differ- 
ent carnival owners were _ inter- 
| viewed, and they all agreed bitterly 
|} that the time has come to do somé- 
thing about the terrific squeezing the 
carnies are getting from the fairs, on 
the tough percentage deals the fairs 
are exacting from the carnivals, and 


the other types of unfair pressure. 


Most of the owners spoke wistfully | 
Chicago, Dec. 8. 


of the earlier days of the business, 
when they paid a flat rental fee to | Understood that the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue had several investi- 


| put the show on a fair’s midway. 

But in recent — the fee has |gators at the Sherman hotel last} 
| climbed from a straight sum to 2! week at the meeting of the National | 
| peneentage arrangement against) parks Associations and the Ameri- | 
guarantees, so that it is almost iM: | nen Carnival Association. 
possible for a carnival to exist On| Obtained complete list of all regis- 
just its rides and shows. | ertone at the meeting in order to 

Admit Some Blame get names, 

| Owners admit readily that some | tions of the leaders of the outdoors 
of the blame for these practices falls | field. This data has been rather dif- 
on the shoulders of the carnivals | ficult to get because of the transient 
themselves, since some of the more | nature of the carnival business; and 
greedy shows kept boosting their| the agents felt that through the at- 
bids and got the entire industry in| tendance at the convention a good 
|a spot with their fairs through their line-up on the men in the business 
'own chiseling and double-crossing. | could be gotten, especially if any 

The result is that the state fairs | income tax investigation should be 
have pitted the carnivals against | made in the near future. 

each other and are putting the) Reported that the Bureau has been 
squeeze on to such an extent that the | waiting for a general look-see in the 
outstanding carnivals of the country | carnival and outdoors business, and 
that have never before cheated or|has felt that there hasn't been 
allowed any money wheels have | enough check-off on the business and 
been forced to resort to these meth- | money operations of the carnivals, 
ods in order to pay off. especially following the reports of 

In fact, in some instances the fair | the bang-up business the show did 
secretaries themselves go the limit, | this past season. 
|since they are under the protec- | 

ition of the respective state govern- | , 
|ments and on state property; the | For Denver Shriners 

state police are the supervisors; and, | Denver, Dec. 8. 
| finally, all complaints still must come | Eight performances will be given 
to the state secretary s omnes; and, med by the El Jebel Shrine circus at the 
jfar as the wre S tice & me A municipal auditorium starting Jan. 4. 
aenes, te is = ae ond the oe 4 Matre than 100 performers will be in 

the limit on the gimmick and gaffing. | : ” . 

: 5 as the show, which will be staged by 
Not only are the fairs conniving on ath Day art. Ore G, Packs. Cale 
|the take, but they are putting the | Trin Vavenport. . Ss, 
|}earnivals under a terrific disadvan- | - 
| tage by the taking of costly presents | 40 the publicity. 
| from the concessionaires. These pres- 
‘ents are groceries by the basketful, 
| blankets by the dozens—all of which 
run into big money representing 
| thousands of dollars over the season. 
| These ‘presents’ are allegedly taken | 
by the various state fair officials and | 
state police officers. 


Golden 








It was on one of Captain Menke’s | 
boats that Edna Ferber spent a week | 
before she wrote the novel that made | 
the Ziegfeld operetta. The yellowed 
| telegram from the author asking to 
|come aboard is framed and one of 
the cherished souvenirs of the cap- 
tain’s office. 


REVENUE MEN 
TAB CARNEY 

















|...dJ0hn M. Sheesly reported bring- 
ing his sh to the Pacific Coast for 
1937 «s'« aim Sghneck Frank 
| Downs of the Westerri Siate Shows 
| promotin¢ fraternal benefits 

| Steve Conn anc Harry. Burk 
| promoting Auto Bing parties 

| Texas ... Al Fisher, world’s tha 

| pion talker, now genera! agen! of 











Lew S. Parsons of 


|eral manager for the fifth consecu- 
tive year. 


it cost? When the carnival comes on 
the ground it is shown a patch of low 
land far away from the center of the 


What's worse in the money line is fair, in a place where it iid be 
that some state fairs have gone even ruinous for the carney to set up 
more greedy and have put in their | After a proper exchange and new set 
own merry-go-rounds and ferris! of payments are made to the right 
wheels in the choice spots, and usu- | parties, the carnival is given a better 
ally make the carnival distribute tion. 
itself in such a manner that these All carnival men were unanimous 
two rides get the center of attention. in their complaints against the unfair 

Control Own Outfit tactics of the state fair secretaries, 

Other fairs insist on absolute con- but all adm itte d that since they were 
trol and ownership of all concessior completely unorganized they were 
and force the carnival! to } 0} not in a position to fight it, or even 

alias #1 - “ay + ; y ntione 

these concessions rathe ane w he ne " to be ye 
an oO hen writ aS Nnavil age tne compieint. lal 
equipr j £ e f ite ] to thi! f 

ov f C i I become axiomatic that no car- 
the « ope it or outde can cheat on 
thir pI t tvpe of a heel, blow-off or other nefarious 
ttr: "a dealir ho the anction of the 

Q of placing and spotting tate-fair officia or official O.K. 
the c al in the fair grounds is| It’s sir like a policeman ‘not 
another headache. with the answe kne¢ ng’ that a gambling house Is 


Menke Ties Up | 


|} and the fact it was sold to Morris 


| for $6,000, which bid it in. 


| rebuild the show. 


addresses and connec- | 


By BILL Ri 
» 

It } epnorves I i 
Show Ame?! 
was solid to the « at 
Shrevepori $ 35.000 
cash an é OL $50,000 to 
be paid in two years. This is very 
cheap considering the equipment 


& Castle in 1920 for $45,000 as a 20- 
car show by Rice & Dorman. The 
show could not be duplicated for a 
quarter of a million dollars. The 
show was sold by the bank in 1932 
In turn 
sold it to Castle, Lohmar and Hirsch 
on notes. Hirsch put in $20,000, 
Castle $15,000 and Lohmar $7,000 to 
It is understood 
that the bank takes the first $50,000 
and the operators the last $35,000. 

Chas. Cook, formerly manager of 
the Al. G. Barnes Circus for 10 
years, now unit manager for Para- 
mount Studios. Through Cook many 
outdoor showmen are placed in cir- 
cus and carnival pictures for all 
studios, 








LeRoy Printz’s secretary, Rosella 
Klein, is a dead ringer for Elsie 
Janis 16 years ago ... Edna Stein- 
berg, secretary for Ham Beall, can 
give you offhand the name and ad- 
dress of any one in the picture or 
radio business in Hollywood . ‘ 
Harry Sebers ditto any strip, tease 
or cooch dancer , . . Red. Hilder- 
brand, owner of the Hilderbrand 
Shows, now the proud father of a 
baby girl . . . Chas. Docen to bring 
his freak animal show to Los An- 
geles ... J. Edward Brown, assistant 
director of the Texas Centennial, to 
New York for the 1939 Exposition. 


Archie Clark’s shows, formerly was 
an endurance cigar smoker . ° 
Alyce Mae Brown now producing 
amateur shows for the concert with 
Polack Brothers Indoor Circus ... 
Roy Ludington, manager of Craft 
shews, just bought his own aero- 
plane to contact the three Craft 
Shows ... Doc Westlake, one of the 
best openers in the outdoor business, 
to the Great Lakes Exposition in 
1937... Stanley Dawson, the cham- 
pion ticket seller with circuses, now 
living in Los... Ed Nagel, the legal 
adjuster for many shows, in the 
apartment house business here. 





Bros.-Clyde Beatty press agent, will | 


El Jebel Temple will again be gen- | 
| for the past 12 years, had his top 


| Bowl football game again this year, 





Moffet and Harvey, owners of the 
United Tent and Awning Co., were 
$90,000 in the red in 1933. Now paid 
out and to the good. They fur- 
nished the canvas for the Los An- 
geles Automobile Show, which, by 
the way, was the greatest show ever 
in this burg, in point of exhibit 
space sold and paid attendance. Fat 
Rising, who had the eating and 
drinking concessions with this show 


| gross, $11,567.20. Rising has the Rose 





Frank Burk is building a carnival 
show, so we now have 11 in the 
making in this village. 


Dying Hard in N. C. 
Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 8. 

Some of the last of the outdoor 
booking in this area, now that winte 
is falling fast, has been Kay Bros, 
Circus, a small motor outfit featuring 
Captain Pickard’s performing seals, 
Mary Ellen’s elephants, and the Sai- 
jiro Kitchie Japanese troupe. 

A pickled whale has just 
through, too, with Capt. David 
nett in charge. 


ROGERS’ TOUGH BREAK 
Chicago, Dec. 8. 

Rogers of Dufour and Rogers 
to have his arm and reset 
last week 
Rogers 
last summer 
{ trouble with 


come 


Bare 


Joe 
rebroken 


arm in Dallas 
been having 
since, 


broke his 
and has 
it ever 
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| YOU COULDNT HAVE BETTER REVIEWS EVEN 
IF REMBRANDT PAINTED THEM HIMSELF! 








i thankful.” —Robert Garland, N. Y. AMERICAN For the beauty of the film is, in its use of light and dark, like , 
‘an 3 nothing the screen has ever before achieved and is as dif. 
A “Pictorially engrossing and filled with deft and subtle char- ficult to describe in words as these qualities in one of Rem- wl 
i acterizations ... lt is a masterly achievement that Mr. brandt's paintings or etchings." 
aii Laughton has not only invested these interludes with power —William Boehnel, N. ¥. WORLD-TELEGRAM | 
: and conviction, but has integrated the entire photoplay 
fi about his warmly vital and meny-sided impersonation . . . A “We can only recommend it in the strongest terms. A great, | 
film of great visual beauty." —Howard Barnes, N.Y. HERALD TRIBUNE ; 
and rich, and glowing motion picture, a picture signed all 

% “Laughton plays ‘REMBRANDT’ to perfection . . . Rich in over with distinction, like one of the master's own canvases. 
| q color, this film portrait of an artist is a handsome acquisition ‘REMBRANDT?’ is as much Mr. Korda’s greatest production 
) i; for Charles Laughton's personal gallery. His followers will to date, as it is, at once, the noblest subject and the best 
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"REMBRANDT ' is a photoplay to put the old legitimate 
theatre to shame. | wouldn't trade Mr. Laughton's doughty 
Dutchman for half a dozen Broadway Hamlets . . . Charles 
Laughton creates masterpiece as Rembrandt in classic screen 
biography . . . Charles Laughton, admirable actor, presents 
a three dimensional portrait of a painter in 'REMBRANDT,' 
the memorable motion picture at the Rivoli. Here is a classic 


of the screen . . . The result is something for which to be 


experience delight in ‘REMBRANDT.’ It is a handsome, ab- 


sorbing, provocative film." —Sland Johaneson, N. Y. DAILY MIRROR 


"A distinguished film, as produced and directed by Korda. 
An incisive portrait of a genius, as projected on the screen 
by Laughton. Elsa Lanchester gives a fine and sensitive per- 
formance of the little maid whom Rembrandt loved through 
later years. Gertrude Lawrence gives distinction to the role 


of Geertje, who was Rembrandt's mistress." 
—Kate Cameron, N. Y. DAILY NEWS 


“Charles Laughton does his most brilliant acting to date. 
A distinguished and beautiful film that bears the unmistak- 
able stamp of his genius. Adjectives like ‘breath-taking,’ 
‘haunting’ and ‘startling’ are of small use. No matter how 
admirably they may have served their purpose in describing 
the grandeurs of other outstanding films that have come his 


way, they sound hackneyed when applied to ‘REMBRANDT,’ 


likeness — so far, at any rate — in Mr. Laughton's inspired 
gallery of historical portraits.” —8.C. Crisler, N.Y. TIMES 
"When news first came that Laughton was to do ‘'REM- 
BRANDT" for Alexander Korda, you began anticipating an 
honest, historically faithful picture in which Laughton would 
turn out another brilliant performance. Check. ‘REMBRANDT 
now at the Rivoli, lives up to expectations . . . Magnificently 


produced.” —Archer Winsten N.Y. POST 





ALEXANDER KORDA presents 


CHARLES LAUGHTON 


. REMBRANDT 


Directed by ALEXANDER KORDA 


with Gertrude Lawrence + Elsa Lanchester * Edward Chapman 


RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 





are HELD OVER 2nd WEEK RIVOLI, N. Y!... SMASHES THRU 2nd WEEK KEITH, WASHINGTON! 
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